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McCarthy’s concessions fail to win support for
U.S. House speaker bid

WASHINGTON, Jan 5 (Reuters) - Kevin McCarthy offered
to reduce the clout of the U.S. House speaker’s job on
Thursday in a failed bid to persuade hardline Republican
colleagues to back his candidacy, raising questions about
their party’s ability to wield power.

McCarthy has fallen short during seven roll-call votes over
three days, paralyzing the chamber and illustrating the out-
sized influence of a small group of far-right lawmakers in
the 435-seat House of Representatives elected in November
to a two-year term.

A day after the group rejected a plea by former President
Donald Trump to support McCarthy, the California Repub-
lican lawmaker offered to weaken the role, a change that
political allies cautioned would make doing the job even
harder.

In the seventh round on Thursday, McCarthy fell short of
the 218 votes needed to secure the speaker post as 19 in
his own party voted for rival Republican Byron Donalds,
a 20th voted for Trump and a 21st declined to back any
candidate.

Biden to honor police, election officials in Jan. 6 ceremony

Republican who defied Trump tapped to oversee Pennsyl- seven times this week, with less than 10% of lawmakers

vania elections ) . in the party against McCarthy. Among other things, the . .

A weaker-than-expected performance in the midterm holdouts have said they believe McCarthy would be too about whether Republicans will force a government
clections gave Republicans a slim 222-212 majority in the  jlling to cut deals with Democrats who control the Sen- shutdown or risk default later this year in a bid to
House. All 212 Democrats again voted for their leader, ate and the White House. extract steep spending cuts. Some of the holdouts
Hakeem Jeffries. say they expect McCarthy or any other Republican

The division has prevented House lawmakers from begin- leader to take that approach.

McCarthy also failed to succeed Democrat Nancy Pelosi as ning their work including scrutinizing actions by Biden’s
speaker in six prior votes on Tuesday and Wednesday - the  administration and helping constituents navigate the feder- “\LTERNATIVES?

first time in a century that the House had failed to pick a al bureaucracy If McCarthy ultimately fails to unite Republicans,
speaker on the first ballot. ’ they would have to search for an alternative. Possi-
“VERY WORRIED’ bilities include No. 2 House Republican Steve Scal-

ise and Representative Jim Jordan, who have both
backed McCarthy. Jordan received 20 votes when
nominated by the holdouts on Tuesday.

A ninth vote would tie the 1923 record and a 10th would be  «]>m very worried about it and I’'m on the intelligence

the most since 1859. committee,” said Republican Representative Brian Fitz-

, . patrick, a McCarthy supporter who said that, unable to
McCarthy’s supporters promptly teed up an eighth vote, but  be sworn in until a speaker is chosen, he was unable to

his opponents remained unyielding. rticipate in classified bricfi Republicans could also look to Democrats for help,
participate 1 classtied bnengs. although House Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries

“This ends in one of two ways: either Kevin McCarthy In a late-night bargaining session, McCarthy offered the told reporters that they have not reached out. Dem-

withdraws from the race or we construct a straitjacket that  holdouts greater influence over what legislation comes up ocratic Representative Ro Khanna told Reuters he

he is unwilling to evade,” said Republican Representative for a vote, according to several media outlets. He also of- and others could support a moderate Republican who

Matt Gaetz, who voted for Trump. fered the ability for any single member to call a vote that would agree to share subpoena power with Demo-
could potentially remove him from the post - a step that crats'and to avoid brlnkmanshlp over government
As speaker, McCarthy would hold a post that shapes the helped drive at least one prior Republican speaker, John funding and the debt ceiling.
chamber’s agenda and is second in the line of succession to Bochner, into retirement.
the presidency behind Vice President Kamala Harris.
. . Those concessions could potentially help McCarthy win
He would be empowered to frustrate Democratic President  gyer some of the holdouts but would leave him more vul-
Joe Biden’s legislative agenda and launch investigations of  perable to the hardliners through the rest of the next two
Biden’s family and administration. years if he ultimately wins the speakership.

McCarthy has been the top House Republican since 2019, “You have 20 people demanding that 201 surrender to

but he has been unable to overcome the opposition of some  them unconditionally. Well, I am not going to surrender,”
of the chamber’s most conservative members in the speaker Republican Representative Trent Kelly told reporters after
election drama. a late Wednesday vote rejecting McCarthy.

More than 200 Republicans have backed him each of the The inability to agree on a leader also raises questions
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Taiwan Government To
Give Away Cash

The government of Taiwan
decided to give back the
tax money to its citizens
this year. The amount
represents about 5000NT
dollars or about 200. U.S.
dollars.

It is reported that the cash
distribution will require the
approval of the Legislative
Yuan which will take about
a month. The people of
Taiwan will get the cash
after the Lunar New Year.

After the ruling Democratic
Progressive Party lost one
of the major elections last
November, they are being
reorganized to defend
their presidential power in
2024 and it looks like the
opposition party might win the next
election. If they are defeated, the

Wea H. Lee

government shutdown and one of the  hottest spot in Asia. The opposition Wealee@SCdallv-Com
TV stations which has never party is doing its best to regain the

Chairman of International District Houston Texas

party will inevitably suffer a major happened before. poWel:
setback. The consequences are _ _ N _ _ Publisher Southern Daily Wea H. Lee
unimaginable. including a Coupled with the internal political Handing out the cash is one of the — > -

9 ’ 9 disputes, Taiwan is currently the ways to buy the votes. Southern News Group Chairman / CEO
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An Elvis Presley impersonator leans against the Elvis Express train
at Sydney Central Railway Station before departing for the Parkes
Elvis Festival, in Sydney, Australia. REUTERS/Jaimi Joy

A view of the Palace of Westminster seen from the London Eye, in London, Britain. REU-
TERS/Maja Smiejkowska

Foeger

A person uses the ski lift on

an artificial ski slope in the ski
resort of St. Corona as unsea-
sonably warm temperatures hit
Austria. REUTERS/Leonhard

Editor’s Choice

Cardinals attend the funeral of
former Pope Benedict in St.
Peter’s Square at the Vatican,
January 5, 2023. REUTERS/
Guglielmo Mangiapane

Oleksandra, 3, waits at her door before receiving a Christmas gift from humanitarian aid orga-

nization UA Future, who are delivering gifts to children living in underground shelters ahead of
Orthodox Christmas in Bakhmut, Ukraine. REUTERS/Clodagh Kilcoyne

Patients lie on beds in the
emergency department of a
hospital, amid the corona-
virus disease outbreak in
Shanghai, China. REU-
TERS/Staff
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U.S. Extends Temporary Legal
Status Of 337,000 Immigrants
Through 2024 Amid Court Battle

Compiled And Edited By John T.

Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

.-‘ 4

Activists and immigrants with temporary protected status march toward the
‘White House on Feb. 23,2021, in Washington, D.C., in a call for Congress and
the Biden administration to pass immigration reform legislation.

The Biden administration on Thursday said it would
extend the deportation protections and work permits
of an estimated 337,000 immigrants from El Sal-
vador, Nicaragua, Nepal and Honduras through the
summer of 2024, preempting a court decision that
could have led to their legal status expiring next year.
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) said
in a notice that it will allow immigrants from these
countries to continue living and working in the U.S.
legally under the Temporary Protected Status (TPS)
policy until at least June 2024. Created in 1990, TPS
is a deportation relief program the U.S. can extend to
nationals of countries beset by armed conflict, natu-
ral disasters or other humanitarian crises.

Thursday’s announcement comes two weeks after
court negotiations between the Biden administration
and lawyers representing TPS holders broke down,
paving the way for the Trump administration’s de-
cision to terminate the legal status of hundreds of
thousands of immigrants enrolled in the program to

. keep YourTp
\Promise por central Americy &8
\ NC-TPS Comniltleg, :

But in its notice on Thursday, DHS said immigrants
from El Salvador, Nicaragua, Nepal and Honduras
would get to keep their work permits and deportation
protections at least 365 days after the department is
allowed to end the TPS programs in question, or until

June 30, 2024 — whichever date comes later.

The June 30, 2024, extension also applies to cer-
tain Haitian and Sudanese immigrants, but they
are also eligible to apply for work permits and
deportation protections under expansions of TPS
programs for Haiti and Sudan announced by the
Biden administration that are not affected by the
litigation in federal court.

“DHS is well aware of the importance of Tem-
porary Protected Status (TPS) in providing sta-
bility to people’s lives,” a DHS spokesperson
said in a statement to CBS News on Thursday.
As of the end of 2021, 241,699 Salvadorans,
76,737 Hondurans, 14,556 Nepalis and 4,250
Nicaraguans were enrolled in the TPS program,
according to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) data.

TPS allows beneficiaries to live and work in the
country without fear of deportation, but it does not
provide them a path to permanent residency or
citizenship. Those who lose their TPS protections
could become eligible for deportation, unless they
apply for, and are granted, another immigration
benefit.

As part of its immigration crackdown, the Trump

administration tried to terminate TPS programs
for hundreds of thousands of immigrants from El
Salvador, Haiti, Nicaragua, Sudan, Honduras and
Nepal. But those terminations were blocked in
federal courts by lawsuits that argued the termina-
tions were rooted in racial animus and not properly
justified

In September 2020, however, the 9th Circuit Court
of Appeals gave the Trump administration the
greenlight to end the TPS programs, saying courts
could not review DHS decisions related to the
policy. The ruling, however, did not take effect, be-
cause attorneys representing the TPS holders asked
the court to consider rehearing the case “en banc,”
or with all active judges participating.

The Biden administration, which pledged to pre-
vent the deportation of TPS holders to “unsafe”
countries, entered into court negotiations to try to
settle the litigation over the Trump-era termination
decisions. It also formally extended the TPS pro-
grams for immigrants from Haiti and Sudan.
After a year of court negotiations, attorneys for
TPS holders announced on Oct. 26 that they had
failed to reach a settlement with the Biden admin-
istration. Both parties are now waiting for the 9th
Circuit to decide whether it will grant or deny the
request to rehear the case.

If the request is denied, the 9th Circuit’s ruling
from September 2020 will become binding, unless
the Supreme Court intervenes.

Abhilan Arulanantham, one of the attorneys repre-
senting TPS holders in the litigation, said Thurs-
day’s announcement was an “important victory.”
But he called it an “interim one.”

“Despite today’s extension, the Biden administra-
tion is still defending Trump’s racist TPS termi-
nation decisions in court, which unless the Biden
administration acts, will remain on the books,” said
Arulanantham, the co-director of the Center for
Immigration Law and Policy at the UCLA School
of Law.

Arulanantham called on the Biden administration
to create new TPS programs for El Salvador, Nic-
aragua, Nepal and Honduras, just like it has done
for Haiti and Sudan.

Democratic lawmakers have advocated for TPS
holders to be allowed to apply for permanent resi-
dency as part of a proposal to legalize unauthorized
immigrants who have lived in the U.S. for years.
Many TPS holders have lived in the country for
over two decades. The TPS program for El Salva-
dor, for example, began in 2001.

But congressional Democrats and Republicans
have not been able to forge an agreement on immi-
gration for decades, and GOP lawmakers have in-

creasingly opposed creating legalization programs,
absent changes to U.S. border policy. (Courtesy
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/)
Related
Venezuelan Migration To The U.S. Border De-
creased In October, But Overall Migrant Ar-
rivals Remained High
Washington, DC — Recently announced U.S.
immigration policies led to a significant reduc-
tion in Venezuelan migration to the U.S.-Mexico
border in Oct., but overall migrant apprehensions
remained high, propelled by the arrival of tens of
thousands of Cubans and Nicaraguans, federal sta-
tistics released late Monday show.
U.S. immigration officials encountered migrants
230,678 times along the southem border last
month, a 1.9% increase from September, accord-
ing to the Customs and Border Protection data.
Roughly 19% of those encounters involved repeat
crossings by migrants who had been previously
processed by U.S. border agents.
Border Patrol recorded 204,273 apprehensions of
migrants who entered the U.S. illegally, a slight
decrease from Sept., while the Office of Field Op-
erations, another CBP agency, processed 26,405
migrants at official ports of entry, where the Biden
administration has been admitting certain asy-
lum-seekers.

_penewTPSVV ISR [ |

Venezuelan migrants were processed 22,044 times
in Oct., a 35% decrease from the record high of
33,804 reported the previous month. The drop
comes after the U.S. on Oct. 12 began expelling
Venezuelans to Mexico under a public health order
known as Title 42. The Biden administration also
launched a program to allow up to 24,000 Vene-
zuelans to enter the U.S. legally if they have U.S.-
based financial sponsors.

But the drop in Venezuelan migration was offset
by the arrival of 28,848 Cubans and 20,917 Nica-
raguans, a monthly record for the latter nationality.
Mexico has generally not allowed the U.S. to expel
Cubans or Nicaraguans to its territory, prompting
U.S. officials to allow most of them to seek asylum
inside the country, since Cuba and Nicaragua do
not accept regular U.S. expulsion flights.

Troy Miller, who was named acting CBP com-
missioner last weekend following the resignation
of Chris Magnus, said migration from Cuba and
Nicaragua continued to be at a “historic high” due
to political and economic turmoil in both countries,
which are ruled by repressive regimes.

“This reflects the challenge that is gripping the
hemisphere, as displaced populations flee authori-
tarianism, corruption, violence, and poverty,” Mill-
er said in his statement.

U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration

Services

e tally of unique migrants from Cuba, Nicara-
gua and Venezuela in Oct. collectively exceeded
the number of migrants from Mexico, Guatemala,
Honduras and El Salvador taken into U.S. border
custody, continuing an unprecedented demograph-
ic shift that the U.S. has struggled to respond to,
according to CBP calculations.

The U.S. carried out over 78,000 migrant expul-
sions in Oct. — including 5,855 expulsions of Ven-
ezuleans. Those expelled under Title 42 are barred
from seeking asylum, which U.S. law allows mi-
grants to request if they are on U.S. soil, regardless
of whether they entered the country unlawfully.
Migrants who are not expelled under Title 42 are
processed under U.S. immigration law. Generally,
that means they are transferred by Border Patrol to
another agency, released with instructions to see a
judge or an immigration office or processed under
a fast-track deportation process known as expedit-
ed removal.

While the U.S. struggles to expel many migrants
who are not from Mexico or Central America
because of diplomatic and logistical reasons, the
Biden administration has exempted several groups
from Title 42, including unaccompanied children
and asylum-seekers identified as vulnerable.

The numbers released Monday show the mi-
gration wave to the U.S.-Mexico border during
President Biden’s administration continues to defy
pre-pandemic seasonal patterns, during which mi-
grant arrivals peaked in the spring and declined in
the hot summer months and the fall.

The statistics also suggest that migrant encounters
along the southern border will continue to resem-
ble, or perhaps surpass, the record levels reported
in fiscal year 2022, when U.S. immigration of-
ficials encountered migrants nearly 2.4 million
times, an all-time high. (Courtesy https:/www.
cbsnews.com/news/)
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FDA Panel Recommends Authorizing
Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine For Kids 5-11

Compiled And Edited By John T.

Akey Food and Drug Administration (FDA) expert
advisory panel on Tuesday recommended the agen-
cy authorize Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine for use in
children between the ages of 5 and 11, bringing those
children one step closer to getting a shot.

The Vaccines and Related Biological Products Ad-
visory Committee (VRBPAC) found that the ben-
efits of the vaccine outweighed its risks and voted
nearly unanimously 17-0, with one abstention, to
recommend the agency authorize the shot. The FDA
is not bound to follow the panel’s recommendation,
though it often does.

Extending vaccine eligibility to children younger
than 12 has been a major goal of public health of-
ficials and eagerly awaited by many pediatricians
and families. The FDA has been under pressure for
months to move quickly to authorize vaccines for
younger children, one of the final barriers to over-
come in the country’s historic vaccination campaign.
Pfizer submitted data to the FDA in late September,
and formally asked for emergency use authorization
earlier this month. An agency review of the data
published late Friday found that the benefits of the
vaccine “clearly outweigh the risks,” indicating that

FDA scientists have a favorable view of the evi-
dence.

Some members of the panel said they felt the recom-
mendation was too broad. Not all children will need
the vaccine, they argued, or some may only need a
single dose because they’ve been previously infected
with COVID-19.

There were also concerns about monitoring the safe-
ty profile of the vaccine, because of the potenual for
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Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

extremely rare but serious condition called myo-
carditis, or heart inflammation.

Cases of myocarditis are generally more common
in teenagers between the ages of 16 and 19. It’s
less common in adolescents, and even more rare
in young children. The problem did not turn up in
the Pfizer-BioNTech pediatric clinical trial, though
experts said it was too small to detect such a rare
complication.

Patrick Moore, a professor at the University of
Pittsburgh Cancer Institute, said the potential risks
of myocarditis are important, but theoretical. The
risks of COVID-19 to children are much more real,
he said.

Moore noted that 94 children in the 5-11 year old
age group have died of COVID. “All of them had
names. All of them had mothers,” he said. “It’s very
hard for me to believe the risk for a severe outcome
is going to come close to the risk, known risk, that
we’ve seen for this virus in this age group.”

A decision by agency regulators is expected in the
coming days, and a Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) panel is scheduled to meet
Nov. 2 and 3 to recommend how the vaccines
should be used.

If the panel gives favorable recommendations and
CDC Director Rochelle Walensky accepts them,
the vaccination campaign would begi‘n.

A study from Pfizer released as part of its panel
briefing document last week showed that smaller

m

doses of its COVID-19 vaccine for children ages 5
to 11 appear safe, and are nearly 91 percent effec-
tive at preventing symptomatic disease.
Pfizer said vaccinating children in that age group
“could prevent harms” including interruption of
education, hospitalization, severe illness, long-
term consequences, and death.
The Biden administration last week said it’s pur-
chased enough vaccine to inoculate all 28 million
5- to 11-year-olds in the U.S., and will distribute
it through a network that will rely on more than
25,000 pediatrician’s offices, as well as communi-
ty health centers, schools and pharmacies.
Children ages 5 to 11 account for about 9 percent
of all reported COVID cases in the U.S., according
to FDA data presented to the panel on Tuesday.
While it has been declining in recent week, the
number of new COVID-19 cases in kids remains
exceptionally high. This past week almost 118,000
child COVID cases were added, with more than
one million over the past six weeks, according to
the American Academy of Pediatrics. (Courtesy
thehill.com)
Related
Texas Pre-Ordered 1.3M Doses
Of The Pediatric COVID Vaccine For
Kids Ahead Of Federal Approval

The Texas Department of State Health Services an-
nounced on Monday that the Lone Star State will
be receiving about 1.3 million doses of Pfizer’s
COVID-19 vaccine for children ages 5 to 11 ahead
of its anticipated authorization from the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) which was granted on
Tuesday. The pediatric vaccine, like its adult com-
panion, requires two shots for full immunization,
though it contains just a fraction of the dosage.
The agency’s director Imelda Garcia said that the
yet to be recommended vaccines were ordered
as part of the federal government’s process called
‘pre-order prior to launch,” according to The Dal-
las Moming News.
“This enables the state to place vaccine orders be-
fore the FDA authorization, and before the CDC
recommendation process is complete,” Garcia
explained.
The Morning News noted that there are roughly 3
million children between the ages of 5 and 11 in
Texas.
According to Garcia, the orders for the pediatric
vaccines were placed in three waves, with the first
two submitted on Thursday and Saturday. The or-
der for the third wave was expected to be placed on
Monday evening.

The first wave of orders, consisting of more than
404,000 doses, will be shipped out within one
to five days after the FDA grants emergency use
authorization to Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine for
children, which is expected to happen sometime
this week.

The second wave of more than 303,000 vaccines
will be shipped within three to seven days while
another wave of more than 303,000 doses will go
out in five to nine days, according to the Morming
News.

Garcia said that more than 800 health care provid-
ers across 120 counties in Texas will be receiving
doses of the vaccine once it’s granted emergency
authorization. Around 130 counties will not be
receiving vaccines because they have not placed
orders.

According to Johns Hopkins University’s
COVID-19 tracker, around 54 percent of Texas’s
total population is fully vaccinated.

Camora Taylor, 12, receives a COVID vaccine
Aug. 4 in Ferguson, Missouri. (Photo/Spencer
Platt /TNS)

The state has started pre-ordering the shots, and
will start to ship as soon as the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration initiates the process. An FDA
advisory panel met Tuesday and recommended
authorization of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine for
children from ages 5-11.

Advisers to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, which makes additional recommenda-
tions on who should get the vaccine, are scheduled
to meet Nov. 2 and 3.

“This new age group is a big factor just in help-
ing us reduce the viral load across the state,” said
Imelda Garcia, the head of the state’s Expert Vac-
cine Allocation Panel.

The emergency use authorization would add about
2.9 million Texans to the vaccine eligibility pool
and comes as children’s COVID cases and hos-
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pitalizations have surged during the delta wave.
The pediatric vaccine, like its adult companion,
requires two shots for full immunization, though it
contains just a fraction of the dosage.

Pfizer said last week that its shots are more than 90
percent effective in children ages 5 to 11.

The 1.3 million doses likely headed to Texas are
not differentiated by first and second doses. De-
pending on demand, providers can request addi-
tional doses in the weeks after the emergency use
authorization is granted. Just more than 1 million
of those doses will be allocated directly to the
state’s providers, including hospitals and pediatri-
cians’ offices. Roughly 260,000 more will head to
pharmacies, which have independent relationships
with the federal government.

More than 800 COVID vaccine providers in 120
counties will receive the doses in three shipment
waves. The first includes about 440,000 doses that
will ship within one to five days after the emer-
gency use authorization is issued; the other orders
will follow close behind. Garcia said the vaccine’s
authorization will be another critical development
in the fight to stop the spread of COVID-19. She
plans to vaccinate her daughter.

“It’s not only for my daughter’s health and safe-
ty, but vaccinating her also protects our extended
loved ones,” she said.

The vaccine currently is available to Texans ages
12 and over. The Pfizer vaccine is the only one au-
thorized for use in children ages 12 to 15; Moderna
shots are available for 16- and 17-year-olds.

As of Monday, more than 15.3 million Texans
have been vaccinated fully — nearly 64 percent
of the state’s 12-and-over population. (Courtesy
https://www.expressnews.com/)
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