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Biden administration to ask Supreme
Court to stop abortion pill curbs

April 13 (Reuters) - U.S. Attor-
ney General Merrick Garland
said on Thursday the Justice
Department will ask the Su-
preme Court to intervene to stop
restrictions set by a federal judge
on the abortion pill mifepristone
as President Joe Biden’s admin-
istration moves to defend access
to the drug.

The administration will seek
emergency relief from the Su-
preme Court to defend the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration’s
“scientific judgment and protect
Americans’ access to safe and
effective reproductive care,”
Garland said in a statement.

Mifepristone, approved by the
FDA in 2000, is used in combi-
nation with another drug called
misoprostol to perform medica-
tion abortion, which accounts
for more than half of all U.S.
abortions. The FDA is the U.S.
agency that signs off on the safe-
ty of food products and drugs.

Acting in a challenge to mife-
pristone by several anti-abortion
groups, U.S. District Judge
Matthew Kacsmaryk in Ama-
rillo, Texas last Friday issued a
preliminary injunction setting
significant restrictions on the dis-
tribution of mifepristone while
litigation continues.

The order includes requiring
in-person doctor visits to obtain
the pill and limiting its use to the
first seven weeks of pregnancy,
down from the current 10.

The New Orleans-based 5th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals late on
Wednesday declined the Justice
Department’s bid to undo those
curbs, which effectively reinstate
limits on the pill’s distribution
that had been lifted since 2016.
The 5th Circuit agreed to pause
another part of Kacsmaryk’s
injunction that would have re-
moved the drug from the market
by suspending its federal regula-
tory approval.

Kacsmaryk’s order was set to
take effect at 12 a.m. CDT (0500
GMT) on Saturday, according to
the Justice Department.

“We are going to continue to
fight in the courts,” White House
spokesperson Karine Jean-Pierre
told reporters traveling with
President Joe Biden in Ireland.
“We believe that the law is on our
side, and we will prevail.”

‘THE BOUNDS OF THE LAW”
Anti-abortion groups led by the
recently formed Alliance for
Hippocratic Medicine and four
anti-abortion doctors sued the
FDA in November seeking to pull
approval of misoprostol.

New Mexico Abortion Clinic
Provides Medical Abortions for
Patients from Texas

Boxes of mifepristone, the first
pill given in a medical abortion,
are prepared for patients at Wom-
en’s Reproductive Clinic of New
Mexico in Santa Teresa, U.S.,
January 13, 2023. REUTERS/Ev-
elyn Hockstein/File Photo

The Alliance Defending Free-
dom, the conservative legal group
representing the plaintiffs, in a
statement on Thursday called the
5th Circuit decision “a signifi-
cant victory for the doctors we

represent, women’s health and
every American who deserves an
accountable federal government
acting within the bounds of the
law.”

Removing mifepristone from
the market would deal another
major setback to U.S. abortion
rights on the national level after
the Supreme Court in June 2022
overturned the landmark 1973
Roe v. Wade decision that had
legalized the procedure across
the country.

The Supreme Court has a 6-3
conservative majority.

Kacsmaryk found that the FDA
exceeded its authority by ignor-
ing “legitimate safety concerns”
about mifepristone and relying
on “plainly unsound reasoning
and studies” when approving it.

Health policy and legal experts
have said Kacsmaryk’s decision,
if allowed to stand, would threat-
en the FDA’s power to regulate
all drugs nationwide and to act
as the ultimate arbiter on drug

safety.

The 5th Circuit found that the
plaintiffs had waited too long

to challenge the original 2000
regulatory approval of mifepris-
tone but were likely to succeed in
targeting the agency’s decisions
in recent years expanding access.

It said the government’s argu-
ments for an emergency stay of
the ruling focused on the poten-
tial harm of pulling mifepristone
from the market entirely but that
it was “difficult to argue” that the
2016 changes “were so critical to
the public given that the nation
operated - and mifepristone was
administered to millions of wom-
en - without them for 16 years.”

Major U.S. medical groups,
including the American Medical
Association and American Col-
lege of Obstetricians and Gyne-
cologists, have said the judge’s
ruling is unsupported by science,
and that mifepristone’s safety
has been confirmed by hundreds
of studies and more than two
decades of experience.

Boxes of mife-
pristone, the first
pill given in a
medical abortion,
are prepared for
patients at Wom-
en’s Reproductive
Clinic of New
Mexico in Santa
Teresa, U.S.,
January 13, 2023.
REUTERS/Ev-
elyn Hockstein/
File Photo

The Justice Department has said
the challengers have no basis

for second-guessing the FDA’s
scientific judgment and that when
used as directed, adverse effects
of mifepristone are exceedingly
rare “‘just as they are for many
common drugs like ibuprofen.”

The plaintiffs sought a sympa-
thetic court by suing in Amarillo,
where Kacsmaryk is the only
federal district judge. Kacsmaryk
is a conservative former Christian
activist who was appointed to

the bench by Republican former
President Donald Trump, serving
since 2019.

The lawsuit is part of an ongoing
effort by anti-abortion activists
and Republican officials to fur-
ther limit abortion access follow-
ing last year’s Supreme Court
ruling - one that freed states to
outlaw the procedure. Since that
decision, 12 U.S. states have
outright bans in place while many
others prohibit abortion after a
certain length of pregnancy

WEA LEE'S GLOBAL NOTES

killed by a gun.

in downtown

According to a survey, more than half
of the American population has
experienced a gun-related incident.

Around 1 in 5 adults, or about 21%,
said they had personally been
threatened by a gun, while 19% said
they had a family member who was

This finding comes amid a recent
wave of gun violence in the U.S. Just
this past Monday, a gunman opened
fire on employees in a bank building
Louisville, Kentucky,
killing at least five people and injuring

Employees Under Threat

nine others.

Last week in a
Christian
school, a gun
wielding
woman killed
six people,
three of them
were students.
There have
been at least
145 mass
shootings in

Among people of color, gun
violence is especially
common, while many
factors, including income
and education, are some of
the strongest demographic

contributors.

the country so far this year.

Among the people
responding to a survey,
many indicated that they try
to avoid places with large

civil right?

crowds, including music festivals,
bars and night clubs.

This gun violence has already
become a national crisis. Now we are
urging President Biden and our
lawmakers to find a way that we can
control the violence from handguns
and automatic weapons.

Time is running out. If we cannot
protect the safety of our citizens, how
can we talk about other issues and
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President Joe Biden takes a selfie outside a pub during his visit to
Dundalk, Ireland, April 12. REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque

A Ukrainian serviceman stands next to a 2S3 Akatsiia self-propelled howitzer during firing
towards Russian troops near the frontline town of Bakhmut, amid Russia’s attack on Ukraine,

in Donetsk region, Ukraine April 12. REUTERS/Oleksandr Klymenko

Relatives of late migrant Fran-
cisco Rojche Chiquival, who
died during a fire at a migrant
detention center in the Mexican
border city of Ciudad Juarez, re-
act over his casket during a wake
in Nahulate, Guatemala April 12.
REUTERS/Cristina Chiquin

Editor’s Choice
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TERS/Evelyn Hockstein/File Photo

Heartlyn Rae duo (Alexis
Driscoll and Julia Frys) poses
for a picture in Barbie’s Space
Center during the World of
Barbie immersive experience
preview in Santa Monica, Cal-
ifornia, April 12. REUTERS/
Mario Anzuoni

Boxes of mifepristone, the first pill given in a medical abortion, are prepared for patients at
Women’s Reproductive Clinic of New Mexico in Santa Teresa, U.S., January 13, 2023. REU-

The moon and a statue

are seen during a lunar
eclipse in San Salvador, El
Salvador. REUTERS/Jose
Cabezas
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facebook.

Is No More. Welcome To
00 Meta

ooMeta

Key Point
(Editor’s Note: In what may be the most ambitious and far-reaching
“corporate pivots” of our time, Facebook is changing its name to Meta
and introducing a corporate redo that will include features and services
aimed to touch and influence every area of our lives. What this will all
mean going forward is impossible to totally understand at the outset be-
cause the “Meta universe” as introduced to the media by Facebook CEO
Mark Zuckerberg will be an offering of services ranging from gaming to
altered reality that will be constantly be changing, evolving and growing
right in front of our eyes. Will it be good for us, or only another array of
digital distractions from our “real lives?” The company says the concept
has been in the works for years and that there will be many new choices
Jor consumers. I say give it a chance, but keep an open mind./John T.
Robbins)

What Is The Metaverse? How Will It
Change Our Lives?

The basics: Facebook CEO Mark Zucker-
berg on Thursday, October 28, 2021, said the
social media giant is renaming its company
that will now be called Meta.

Why it matters: The effort is meant to shift
its image from a social media platform to a
“metaverse” company that focuses on build-
ing virtual work and social communities.
Details: Speaking at Facebook’s annual
Connect AR and VR event, Zuckerberg said
that Facebook’s future “is beyond any one

company.”

* Moving forward, he said, users will not
need to log into Facebook to be able to ac-
cess the company’s other apps and features.
* “I’ve been thinking a lot about our iden-
tity as we think about this next chapter,”
he said. “Facebook is one of the most used
products in the world. It’s an iconic so-
cial media brand. but increasingly, it just
doesn’t encompass everything that we do.”
* “Building our social media apps will al-
ways be an important focus for us, but right
now our brand is so tightly linked to one

product that can’t possibly represent ev-
erything we do and will be linked to in the
future,” he added.”

The company’s corporate structure is
not changing. Monday it announced that
it would separate its “Family of Apps” fi-
nancial reporting from Facebook Reality
Labs, which is spearheading the metaverse
project.

* The company intends to start trading un-
der the new stock ticker, MVRS, on De-
cember 1. Facebook says it has already
reserved that ticker name.

The big picture: The rebrand comes amid
one of Facebook’s most dramatic public re-
lations crises in recent memory. Over the
past week, dozens of news outlets released
reports about the tech giant based on leaked
whistleblower documents.

* The stories suggested that Facebook has
known about harms caused by its policies
and products, but opted not to address them
at the expense of the company’s bottom
line — an allegation the company vehe-
mently denies.

Be smart: Dozens of companies have re-
branded over the years, typically represent-
ing a shift in focus. For example, Apple re-
branded from Apple Computers and Tesla
rebranded from Tesla Motors.

* Google in 2015 famously rebranded to
Alphabet and announced a restructure that
made Google a subsidiary of the bigger
Alphabet holding company. The new struc-
ture was meant to help separate Google’s
other companies and investments, like
YouTube and Android, from Google.
Critics: Critics argue that Facebook’s re-
brand signals more than just a business
shift, but also a chance to save its reputa-
tion to avoid further press and regulatory
scrutiny. (Courtesy axios.com)

Meta’s Formal Introduction To The Media
On Thursday, October 28, 2021, CEO
Mark Zuckerberg introduced Meta, which
brings together our apps and technologies
under one new company brand. Meta’s fo-
cus will be to bring the metaverse to life
and help people connect, find communities
nd_%row businesses.

al

The metaverse will
- feel like a hybrid
1 of today’s online

social experiences, sometimes expanded
into three dimensions or projected into
the physical world. It will let you share
immersive experiences with other people
even when you can’t be together — and
do things together you couldn’t do in the
physical world. It’s the next evolution in
a long line of social technologies, and it’s
ushering in a new chapter for our compa-
ny. Mark shared more about this vision in a
founder’s letter.

Our annual Connect conference brings to-
gether augmented and virtual reality devel-
opers, content creators, marketers and oth-
ers to celebrate the industry’s momentum
and growth. This year’s virtual event ex-
plored what experiences in the metaverse
could feel like over the next decade —
from social connection, to entertainment,
gaming, fitness, work, education and
commerce. We also announced new tools
to help people build for the metaverse,
including Presence Platform, which will
enable new mixed reality experiences on
Quest 2, and a $150-million investment in
immersive learning to train the next gener-
ation of creators.

You can watch the full Connect keynote
and learn more about how the metaverse
will unlock new opportunities at meta.com.
You can also learn more about our work
over the past several months to develop the
Meta brand on our design blog. Read all
our news in the posts below:

* Connect 2021: Our Vision for the
Metaverse

» Horizon Home, the Future of Work, Pres-
ence Platform, and More

* Project Aria Update

* How VR Is Changing the Way We Col-
laborate and Get Things Done

* Gaming News

* ‘Blade & Sorcery: Nomad’ Is Coming to
Oculus Quest

* Spark AR Roundup

» Spark AR Certification & Professional
Course Preview

Our corporate structure is not changing,
however, how we report on our financials
will. Starting with our results for the fourth
quarter of 2021, we plan to report on two
operating segments: Family of Apps and
Reality Labs. We also intend to start trad-
ing under the new stock ticker we have

reserved, MVRS, on December 1. Today’s
announcement does not affect how we use
or share data.
Meta builds technologies that help people
connect, find communities, and grow busi-
nesses. When Facebook launched in 2004,
it changed the way people connect. Apps
like Messenger, Instagram and WhatsApp
further empowered billions around the
world. Now, Meta is moving beyond 2D
screens toward immersive experiences like
augmented and virtual reality to help build
the next evolution in social technology.
“Connection is evolving and so are we.”

The metaverse is the next evolution

of social connection. Our company’s

vision is to help bring the metaverse

to life, so we are changing our
name to reflect our commitment to this
future.
“The metaverse will be social.”

Virtual reality, Augmented reality, Smart
glasses

For additional information, go to https://
about.facebook.com/meta
(Courtesy facebook.com)

(Article continues below.)
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(Article continues from above.)

Founder’s Letter, 2021

Screen shot of CEO Mark Z

N Meta

ucke;‘berg at the comp.any’s

“Connect” virtual event.

(Editor’s Note: Below is the complete, unedited Founder’s Letter as delivered by
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg on Thursday, October 28, 2021, as published

on the internet. The only addition to Mr.

Zuckerberg’s statement has been photos

and graphics for the purpose of emphasizing his announcement.)

(October 28, 2021) We are at the beginning
of the next chapter for the internet, and it’s the
next chapter for our company too.

In recent decades, technology has given peo-
ple the power to connect and express ourselves
more naturally. When [ started Facebook, we
mostly typed text on websites. When we got
phones with cameras, the internet became
more visual and mobile. As connections got
faster, video became a richer way to share ex-
periences. We’ve gone from desktop to web to
mobile; from text to photos to video. But this
isn’t the end of the line.

The next platform will be even more immer-
sive — an embodied internet where you’re in
the experience, not just looking at it. We call
this the metaverse, and it will touch every
product we build. The defining quality of the
metaverse will be a feeling of presence — like
you are right there with another person or in
another place. Feeling truly present with an-
other person is the ultimate dream of social
technology. That is why we are focused on
building this.

In the metaverse, you’ll be able to do almost
anything you can imagine — get together with
friends and family, work, learn, play, shop, cre-
ate — as well as completely new experiences
that don’t really fit how we think about com-
puters or phones today. We made a film that
explores how you might use the metaverse one
day.

In this future, you will be able to teleport in-

_\©J:§__ 2 [ bilibili
g%ﬁFe*S\

2023EF 151
il

EI y — F[J

(s
iR SN Ea
) J;J%@F!’JJJJ 9.677 °

PED FI Al k2

Q&Hﬁwwﬂwﬁlmff%W%%fL’<w

“3;‘} ﬁlﬁh A ?E{ufup [”
EGAT oo
;qﬁﬁ@ﬂﬁ%%%¢@ T@>

[ BRI R~ RS i 25 1

stantly as a hologram to be at the office with-
out a commute, at a concert with friends, or
in your parents’ living room to catch up. This
will open up more opportunity no matter
where you live. You’ll be able to spend more
time on what matters to you, cut down time
in traffic, and reduce your carbon footprint.
Think about how many physical things you
have today that could just be holograms in
the future. Your TV, your perfect work setup
with multiple monitors, your board games
and more — instead of physical things as-
sembled in factories, they’ll be holograms
designed by creators around the world.
You’ll move across these experiences on dif-
ferent devices — augmented reality glasses
to stay present in the physical world, virtual
reality to be fully immersed, and phones and
computers to jump in from existing plat-
forms. This isn’t about spending more time
on screens; it’s about making the time we
already spend better.

Our Role and Re-
sponsibility

§ The metaverse will
@not be created by
jone company. It
f will be built by cre-
3 ators and developers
making new expe-
=riences and digital
items that are mteroperable and unlock a
massively larger creative economy than the
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one constrained by today’s platforms and
their policies.

Our role in this journey is to accelerate the
development of the fundamental technolo-
gies, social platforms and creative tools to
bring the metaverse to life, and to weave
these technologies through our social media
apps. We believe the metaverse can enable
better social experiences than anything that
exists today, and we will dedicate our energy
to helping achieve its potential.

As I wrote in our original founder’s letter:
“we don’t build services to make money; we
make money to build better services.”

This approach has served us well. We’ve
built our business to support very large and
long term investments to build better ser-
vices, and that’s what we plan to do here.
The last five years have been humbling for
me and our company in many ways. One of
the main lessons I’ve learned is that building
products people love isn’t enough.

I’ve gained more appreciation that the in-
ternet’s story isn’t straightforward. Every
chapter brings new voices and new ideas, but
also new challenges, risks, and disruption of
established interests. We’ll need to work to-
gether, from the beginning, to bring the best
possible version of this future to life.
Privacy and safety need to be built into the
metaverse from day one. So do open stan-
dards and interoperability. This will require
not just novel technical work — like support-
ing crypto and NFT projects in the commu-
nity — but also new forms of governance.
Most of all, we need to help build ecosys-
tems so that more people have a stake in the
future and can benefit not just as consumers
but as creators.

This period has also been humbling because
as big of a company as we are, we’ve also
learned what it’s like to build on other plat-
forms. Living under their rules has profound-
ly shaped my views on the tech industry. I’'ve
come to believe that the lack of choice for
consumers and high fees for developers are
stifling innovation and holding back the in-
ternet economy.

We’ve tried to take a different approach. We
want our services to be accessible to as many
people as possible, which means working to
make them cost less, not more. Our mobile
apps are free. Our ads model is designed to

provide businesses the lowest prices. Our
commerce tools are available at cost or with
modest fees. As a result, billions of people
love our services and hundreds of millions of
businesses rely on our tools.

That’s the approach we want to bring to help-
ing to build the metaverse. We plan to sell
our devices at cost or subsidized to make
them available to more people. We’ll con-
tinue supporting side-loading and streaming
from PCs so people have choice, rather than
forcing them to use the Quest Store to find
apps or reach customers. And we’ll aim to
offer developer and creator services with
low fees in as many cases as possible so we
can maximize the overall creative economy.
We’ll need to make sure we don’t lose too
much money along the way though.

Our hope is that within the next decade, the
metaverse will reach a billion people, host
hundreds of billions of dollars of digital
commerce, and support jobs for millions of
creators and developers.

Who We Are

As we embark on this next chapter, I've
thought a lot about what this means for our
company and our identity. We’re a compa-
ny that focuses on connecting people. While
most tech companies focus on how people
interact with technology, we’ve always fo-
cused on building technology so people can
interact with each other.

Today we’re seen as a social media compa-
ny. Facebook is one of the most used tech-
nology products in the history of the world.
It’s an iconic social media brand.

Building social apps will always be import-
ant for us, and there’s a lot more to build. But
increasingly, it’s not all we do. In our DNA,
we build technology to bring people togeth-
er. The metaverse is the next frontier in con-
necting people, just like social networking
was when we got staned

nght now our brand is so tightly linked to
one product that it can’t possibly represent
everything we’re doing today, let alone in
the future. Over time, I hope we are seen as
a metaverse company, and I want to anchor
our work and our identity on what we’re
building towards.

We just announced that we’re making a
fundamental change to our company. We’re
now looking at and reporting on our business

as two different segments: one for our fam-
ily of apps and one for our work on future
platforms. Our work on the metaverse is not
just one of these segments. The metaverse
encompasses both the social experiences and
future technology. As we broaden our vision,
it’s time for us to adopt a new brand.
To reflect who we are and the future we hope
to build, I’'m proud to share that our company
is now Meta. Our mission remains the same
— it’s still about bringing people together.
Our apps and their brands aren’t changing
either. We're still the company that designs
technology around people.
But all of our products, including our apps,
now share a new vision: to help bring the
metaverse to life. And now we have a name
that reflects the breadth of what we do.
From now on, we will be metaverse-first, not
Facebook-first. That means that over time
you won’t need a Facebook account to use
our other services. As our new brand starts
showing up in our products, I hope people
around the world come to know the Meta
brand and the future we stand for.
T used to study Classics, and the word “meta”
comes from the Greek word meaning “be-
yond”. For me, it symbolizes that there is
always more to build, and there is always a
next chapter to the story. Ours is a story that
started in a dorm room and grew beyond
anything we imagined; into a family of apps
that people use to connect with one anoth-
er, to find their voice, and to start business-
es, communities, and movements that have
changed the world.
' ~ I’'m proud of what
we’ve built so
:Q’ far, and I'm ex-
cited about what
comes next — as
we move beyond
what’s  possible
today,  beyond
the constraints of
screens, beyond
the limits of distance and physics, and to-
wards a future where everyone can be pres-
ent with each other, create new opportunities
and experience new things. It is a future that
is beyond any one company and that will be
made by all of us. We have built things that
have brought people together in new ways.
We’ve learned from struggling with diffi-
cult social issues and living under closed
platforms. Now it is time to take everything
we’ve learned and help build the next chap-
ter.
I’m dedicating our energy to this — more
than any other company in the world. If this
is the future you want to see, I hope you’ll
join us. The future is going to be beyond any-
thing we can imagine. — Mark Zuckerberg
(Courtesy facebook.com)
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