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Russians reluctantly embrace Chinese
cars after Western brands depart

MOSCOW, March 24 (Reu-
ters) - As the exodus of Western
carmakers narrows options for
Russian consumers, Chinese
automakers are filling the gap,
forcing Russians to overcome
their reluctance to embrace Chi-
nese brands and stomach higher
prices.

Chinese brands such as Haval
(601633.SS), Chery and Geely
(0175.HK) now account for
almost 40% of Russia’s new car
sales, data from analytical agen-
cy Autostat and consulting com-
pany PPK showed, up from less
than 10% in January-February of
2022, pouncing on the opportu-
nity left by the exit of firms such
as Renault (RENA.PA), Nissan
(7201.T) and Mercedes (MBGn.
DE).

But there are teething problems.
Reuters spoke to several Rus-
sian car buyers - individuals and
dealerships - who perceived the
quality of some Chinese cars to
be lower than Western rivals and
industry experts said Chinese
manufacturers needed to enhance
their reputation even as their
market share soars.

Stepan, 28, who has increasingly
driven Chinese cars when using
carsharing services, is among
those that need convincing.
Among his complaints was the
smoothness of the drive.

“I managed to buy a Skoda in
2022. If you want my honest
opinion, the difference (with
Chinese cars) is massive,” he
told Reuters at Moscow’s Favorit
Motors dealership.

Czech carmaker Skoda Auto,
part of Volkswagen Group
(VOWG p.DE) and one of
several Western automakers that
had local car production, is in
the final stages of a deal to sell
its Russian assets in the wake of
Western sanctions after Moscow
despatched troops to Ukraine last
February.

When buying his new Chinese
car, Alexander, 74, looked for
one which encompassed Swedish
technology.
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“I believe that in time the reliabil-
ity will improve,” he said. “For
example, I know that (Geely)
Tugella has a Volvo engine. This
sold this car for me.”

Russia’s former president Dmitry
Medvedev said on Friday after a
visit to China in December that
cooperation with Chinese manu-
facturers was good and consum-
ers’ perceptions were out of date.
“We used to laugh at some of
their designs, but I went for a
ride in a local car and looked at
others,” he said. “I’ll say bluntly:
the car I drove was certainly no
worse than a Mercedes.”

COMPETITION DRIES UP
Haval cars are on display for sale
in Artyom

Most Western automakers, who
have fought with domestic car-
makers for market share since
they began building factories in
Russia in the early 2000s, ceased
operations last spring.

“We’ve lived our whole lives
focused on European, Japa-
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nese, American brands and did
not especially take the Chinese
market into account, which...has
developed at an incredible rate,”
said Vladimir Shestak, general
director of Altair-Auto in Vladi-
vostok, whose dealership specia-
lises in the Mercedes-Benz and
Geely brands.

Though the majority of foreign

firms have exited Russia or are in

the process of leaving, lingering

stocks and parallel imports mean
some companies’ cars remain on
sale for now.

Domestic producer Avtovaz’s
Lada brand is Russia’s most pop-
ular. Renault, through its former
controlling stake in Avtovaz, had
the highest market share among
foreign producers before Russia
began what it calls its “special
military operation” in Ukraine.

While Chinese cars are increas-
ingly filling the gap, the lack

of reputation remains an issue,
said auto industry expert Sergey
Aslanyan.
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“Yes, they have almost no com-
petitors here anymore,” he said.
“But that does not mean that
people will change their opinion
quickly.”

Chinese brands’ market share
reached 37.15% in January-Feb-
ruary, up from 9.48% a year
carlier, Autostat and PPK data
showed. Sales of departing
European, Japanese and Korean
brands were down to 22.6% from
70%.

The sharp swing comes, however,
amid plummeting sales of new
cars, which slumped 58.8% in
2022 as lower living standards
and a desire for Western-made
vehicles caused people to reduce
their spending and purchase more
used cars.

In a sign of growing cooperation
China’s Haval is now producing
cars locally, while in Moscow,
the revived Soviet-era Moskvich
is using engine parts, design and
engineering from China’s JAC.

But another gripe for consum-

A car produced
by Chinese auto-
mobile manufac-
turer Chery is on
display for sale

at a dealership

in Vladivostok,
Russia, March 22,
2023. REUTERS/
Tatiana Meel

ers is the price. Even Medve-
dev said the Moskvich’s price
looked a little high. The model
3 costs around 2 million roubles
($26,195). Prices for the Lada
Granta, Russia’s most widely
sold car, start at around 680,000
roubles.

“(The Chinese) are bringing in
a lot of cars but if we talk about
price, not quality, there are no
cheap cars at all,” said Maxim
Kadakov, editor in chief of the
“Behind the Wheel” magazine.
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Former Taiwan President Ma

Ying-jeou Will Visit China

Former Taiwanese President Ma is scheduled
to leave for Mainland China to worship ancestors
on the 27th of this month and lead more than thirty
students in an academic exchange. This is also the
first time in 74 years that the outgoing head of state
has visited the mainland.

According to a Yahoo survey, more than 77%
of 25,000 respondents are in favor of the former
leader's trip to China.

We also want to point out that his visit should
help ease the tensions between the two sides of the
Taiwan Strait to some extent. More importantly, we
firmly advocate that both sides of the Strait must
not use force to destroy the civilized world that has
been jointly established by both sides.

During his eight years in power, President Ma
lost many opportunities to establish a permanent
peace on both sides of the Taiwan Strait, so much
so that after the DPP gained power, cross—Strait
relations fell to their lowest point and war was
imminent.

We hope that Ma’ s visit can achieve and i ' ea H‘ Lee

promote exchanges between the younger Wealee@scdaily.com
generation and pursue our shared positive

significance of Chinese culture.

In the long river history of politics, all is just a . .
matter of temporary games. We want to warn all Publisher Southern Dally Wea H. Lee
politicians to not destroy our civilization because of Southern News Group Chairman / CEO
your misjudgments. Chairman of International Trade & Culture Center

Republic of Guiana Honorary consul at Houston Texas
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Visitors ride boats next to
blooming cherry blossoms at
Chidorigafuchi Park in Tokyo,
Japan, March 22. REUTERS/
Issei Kato

A backyard pool is left hanging on a cliffside after torrential rain
brought havoc on the beachfront town of San Clemente, California,
U.S. March 16, 2023. REUTERS/Mike Blake

Visitors ride boats next to blooming cherry blossoms at Chidorigafuchi Park in Tokyo, Japan,
Republican Ohio U.S. Senate candidate J.D. Vance arrives with his wife Usha to declare victo- pfarch 22. REUTERS/Issei Kato

ry at his midterm party in Columbus, Ohio. REUTERS/Gaelen Morse

Ice covers communication

towers as massive amounts of People walk and take
snow trap residents of mountain photos under cherry trees
towns in San Bernadino County, at Ueno Park in Tokyo,
Crestline, California, March 2. Japan, March 21, 2023.
REUTERS/David Swanson REUTERS/Androniki

Christodoulou
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This was due to the Chinese Exclusion Act, a law passed

in 1882 by President Chester A Arthur that forbid all

turn back to the wreckage found body after body —

Movie Reveals Story Of Asian _
Survivors Of “Chinese Titanic”
agmegs RO ATy ARLILIG

until it discovered a young Chinese man, still alive,
Chinese laborers from immigrating to the country. clinging to a piece of wood.
Unlike other survivors, the Chinese men were not al-  That man would be one of six Chinese passengers

lowed to bypass screening at Ellis Island and they re- ~ who survived the Titanic, a little-known fact about

ceived no medical aid. the historic disaster that has largely remained untold

‘They were not treated humanely,” Jones said. “We know  or distorted, owing to a racially hostile environment

The Titanic leaves Southampton on her ill-fated
maiden voyage on April 10, 1912. (Photo: AFP)

Jones and Schwankert determined that it was likely

they lost close friends on board. And yet they weren’t  toward Chinese people in the West at the turn of the

given the option of staying.’

20th century.
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‘Not only did they have to leave in 24 hours, they were

all eight men, who were professional sailors work- ~ held overnight in custody. They were detained.’

ing in Britain, knew each other before boarding the ~ Even stranger is that, after the men boarded the Annetta,

Titanic. they seemed to completely vanish from history.

They discovered that the men were on the Titanic en ‘It really started to bother me. Like, why don’t we

FHEREN LA EFH,
JURERAN N iyt s et 1028 7 R 3,
it g e HH [N T N RIS

route to Cuba, scheduled to board a freighter boat know?’ Schwankert said.

p

known as The Annetta in New York. Ramie.
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“The reason they were traveling on Titanic in the first

place is for work,” Schwankert told The Washington

Post. ¥ Of the six survivors, five made it onto lifeboats and

(Editor Note: At this time of social divide and unwarranted and unjust racial attacks
on members of the Asian community, we believe that this story of Chinese survivors of

AHOA MmN
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‘They were professional mariners, and they were be- one man was rescued while clinging to a wooden

ing seconded from their company in the UK to go plank out at sea .

———88Y10 Q¥IHL

the Titanic ship disaster of 1912 portrayed in a new movie by the original Titanic movie
director will be: #1 a story most of us have never heard about, and #2 will open our eyes
to the strength and bravery of our brothers from the past and leave us with so much pride
and confidence to face our future.)

if

and work on the companies in North America.’ Now, the lives of these men — who they were, how

The men were bunked up in the steerage, the lowest they survived that fateful night and why they were

A still from “The Six,” an upcoming documentary  barred from entering the United States — are being

class of the cabins. Only 20 per cent of non-British
about the little-known Chinese survivors of the Ti-

tanic. (LP DOCS/Merryman Films)

men in the steerage survived the sinking. examined in a new documentary, “The Six,” by Arthur

Key Points Five of the eight men escaped the ship on lifeboats, Jones and Steven Schwankert.

Jones and Schwankert have spent more than two years ~ “There were something like 700 Titanic survivors.

Six of eight Chinese men who boarded the and four of them were in ‘Collapsible C’.
trying to find the answer, traveling everywhere from the
US to the UK, Cuba to China, and the Caribbean as well.

The filmmakers launched a website, whoarethesix.com,

They’ve all been so ‘claimed,” if all the claims to be

Titanic in 1912 survived the sinking Collapsible C was a backup escape vessel and one

of the last lifeboats to leave the ship. It was not full believed,” Jones, a Shanghai-based filmmaker, told

The Washington Post. “These were the only guys

Five escaped on lifeboats and one was rescued when it was found by rescuers.

to try and find tips regarding the survivors for the docu-  amongst those 700 that no one had ever claimed.

while clinging to a wooden plank Also inside the lifeboat was Joseph Bruce Ismay, the

chairman of the company which owned the Titanic, ~ mentary, which is still in production. They just completely disappeared. Why did they get

They have since found descendants of the six men, many  ignored?”

On April 10, 1912, the Titanic set off on her maiden

Filmmakers Arthur Jones and Steven Schwankert
explore their story in their movie, “The Six”

as well as George T Rowe, the ship’s quartermaster.

of whom had no idea they had any connection to the Ti-

tanic. voyage to the United States from Southampton, En-

And, as the film’s trailer shows, there are reveals of  gland, with 2,229 passengers and crew members. The

After they were discovered, the men were immediately

sent away firom the U.S. despite surviving ‘family secrets” and people who ‘carried to their grave

ship was supposed to arrive a week later at its transat-

the secret of their true identity’. lantic destination: New York City.

But for Jones and Schwankert, the documentary has not  Instead, around 11:30 p.m. on April 14, the Titanic

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Astill from “The Six,” an upcoming documentary ~ just been about solving a mystery. struck an iceberg off the coast of Newfoundland and

In the movie, “Titanic,” the tale about Jack, Rose, and
the Heart of the Ocean have become almost as well-
known as the story of the Titanic itself.

But there is one scene in James Cameron’s iconic film
that didn’t make the final cut, of a boat rescuing a Chi-
nese man still clinging to life on a wooden plank.

While the scene was never seen in the Oscar winner, it
depicted a real moment in history that few knew about.
Filmmakers Arthur Jones and Steven Schwankert are
hoping to correct that with The Six, a documentary about
the Chinese men who survived the sinking of the Titanic.
The story of the Titanic was legendary long before Cam-

eron immortalized it in film form.

About 1,500 people were killed when the RMS Ti-
tanic - nicknamed ‘The Unsinkable Ship’ - struck an
iceberg in the Atlantic Ocean on April 14, 1912.
Only around 700 people survived, most in lifeboats
while a rare few managed to cling to the wreckage
and wait for help to arrive in freezing waters

But almost nothing is known about the eight Chinese
men who boarded the Titanic, and the six of them
who survived.

Their names can still be found on a single ticket for
third-class passengers: Ah Lam, Fang Lang, Len
Lam, Cheong Foo, Chang Chip, Ling Hee, Lee Bing
and Lee Ling.

about the little-known Chinese survivors of the
Titanic. (LP DOCS/Merryman Films)

Both men later testified to the presence of the four
Chinese men in their lifeboat.

The sixth surviving man, as seen in Cameron’s cut
clip, was found in the sea by a lifeboat which had
returned to the wreckage to search for survivors.
Jones and Schwankert then discovered that, despite
surviving the horrific experience, none of the six
men were permitted to enter the United States.

Just a day after arriving in New York, the men were
forced to board the Annetta and head straight for the

Caribbean to work on fruit ships.

‘We’re trying to give them that place in history,” they
said. ‘This is who they are.” (Courtesy https://www.dai-
lymail.co.uk/)
#

In the early hours of April 15, 1912, a lifeboat navigated
the frigid waters of the North Atlantic Ocean, its skel-
eton crew scanning the dark, debris-littered surface for
any sign of life. Hours earlier, the unthinkable had hap-
pened: The RMS Titanic, a majestic ocean liner deemed
“unsinkable,” had struck an iceberg and slowly disap-
peared into the sea on its maiden voyage.

Hundreds of passengers fled in lifeboats. Hundreds more
perished, going down with the ship or freezing to death

in the icy water. The only one of Titanic’s lifeboats to

began to take on water. Within hours, the massive
ocean liner had cleaved in two and — with hundreds
still trapped on board — was swallowed by the frigid
waters of what is now known as “Iceberg Alley.”

About 1,500 people died in the tragedy. About 700

passengers survived and were plucked from their life-

boats by the RMS Carpathia the next morning.

(Article Continues Below)
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The ill-fated voyage
has been
talized in countless

documentaries, books and museums —

immor-

and in the tin-whistled opening bars of a
certain Celine Dion song now indelibly
associated with the shipwreck, thanks to
James Cameron’s 1997 blockbuster film.
Over the past century, volumes have been
written about hundreds of the Titanic’s
victims and survivors, their life stories
preserved in astonishing detail by history
books and their descendants.

One of the young men who survived.
However, for six Chinese passengers who
survived the sinking, their ties to the Titan-
ic have all but vanished.

Schwankert first brought up the possibility
of a Titanic project to Jones in 2014. Jones
dismissed the idea at first. For starters, the
longtime documentary partners were in
the midst of another project.

But also: It was the Titanic, Schwankert
recalled Jones saying.

“Everything’s been done,” Schwankert
said they thought. “There’s nothing new
to say about it. And this was not so long
after the 100th anniversary” of the 1912
voyage.

Still, he pressed on. The New Jersey na-
tive, who has lived in China for 22 years,
had recently researched the Titanic and
come across a brief mention of six Chinese
survivors. But the more he tried to find out
about the six, the more dead ends he hit.
“It really started to bother me. Like, why
don’t we know?” Schwankert said. “Like
any history project, you start pulling the
threads, and it just seemed like the thread
didn’t lead anywhere.”

Before long, he had persuaded Jones

to abandon their original project and
launch “The Six.”

The men’s names are seen her listed
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in a newspaper report of who sur-
vived the wreckage

With little to go on at first but the
passenger manifest and list of survi-
vors, the team set up a simple website,
whoarethesix.com, to crowdsource tips.
The invisibility of the six Chinese sur-
vivors is such that, even in China, Jones
and Schwankert find themselves telling
people: Yes, there were, in fact, Chinese
passengers on the Titanic.

Eight Chinese nationals boarded the
ship at Southampton, to be exact. Their
names appear in rigid cursive on a sin-
gle ticket for third-class passengers: Ah
Lam, Fang Lang, Len Lam, Cheong
Foo, Chang Chip, Ling Hee, Lee Bing
and Lee Ling.

Through two years of painstaking doc-
umentation, the filmmakers determined
that the men in the group probably
knew one another beforehand, having
worked together as professional sailors
on various ships in Britain. Because of
an ongoing coal strike there, the men
were being transferred by their compa-
ny to a freighter docked in New York,
the Annetta, which was to take them to
Cuba.

“The reason they were traveling on
Titanic in the first place is for work,”
Schwankert said. “They were profes-
sional mariners, and they were being
seconded from their company in the
U.K. to go and work on the companies
in North America.”

Their trip would not go as planned, of

(Article Continues From Above)

course.
How the eight men responded as the Ti-
tanic began taking on water may never
be known. They would have been trav-
eling in steerage, the lowest class of cab-
ins, where the survival rate for non-Brit-
ish men was only about 20 percent.
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Five of the eight men escaped the ship
on lifeboats, and four of them were in
‘Collapsible C’, a backup escape ves-
sel (depicted in The Six).

What was documented is that one of the
Chinese men was later found clinging to
a large piece of floating wood by the one
main lifeboat that chose to return to the
wreckage to search for signs of life. Five
others escaped in lifeboats. Notably, four
were in “Collapsible C,” a backup es-
cape vessel with canvas siding that was
one of the last lifeboats to be lowered
from the ship.

They happened to share the same lifeboat
as Joseph Bruce Ismay, the chairman
of the White Star Line, which owned
the Titanic. Ismay, who was later pillo-
ried for saving himself instead of going
down with the ship despite being such a
high-ranking official, testified in official
inquiries that “four Chinamen were in
the boat” in which he had escaped. The
ship’s quartermaster, George T. Rowe,
was on “Collapsible C” as well and also
testified to the presence of the Chinese
passengers, though he suggested they
had “found” the four men “between the
seats” only at daybreak.

Schwankert noted that the official testi-
mony was instrumental in getting their
research started on the Chinese survi-
VOrs.

Movie Reveals Story Of Asian Survivors Of “Chinese Titanic”

ZABIE S AT
e Titanic.

Of the six survivors, five made it onto
lifeboats and one man was rescued
while clinging to a wooden plank out
at sea .

More than a century after the Titanic
sank in April 1912; few new stories sur-
face from the wreck. When documenta-
ry filmmaker Arthur Jones and his team
started work on “The Six” — their film
about the ship’s six Chinese survivors —
in 2012, they kept expecting to find that
someone else had already told the story.

When RMS Titanic sank in April 1912,
its 700 survivors were welcomed into
New York with open arms...save for six
Chinese men. This new documentary
traces their remarkable untold story and
the history of the anti-Chinese immigra-
tion laws which swept Europe and North
America in the 20th century.

When documentary filmmaker Arthur
Jones and his team started work on “The
Six” — their film about the ship’s six
Chinese survivors — in 2012, they kept
expecting to find that someone else had
already told the story.

HISTORY FORGOTTEN

Yet the history of the Chinese passengers
who escaped the Titanic has largely been
forgotten, even in their homeland, as dis-
criminatory U.S. immigration policies
and a cultural imperative of self-efface-
ment combined to obscure their tale.

A still from “The Six,” an upcoming
documentary about the little-known
Chinese survivors of the Titanic. (LP
DOCS/Merryman Films)

ODDS OF SURVIVING

The odds were stacked against them: The
average survival rate for men in third
class was just one in six. But when di-

saster struck,
being a poor
sailor  with
limited English turned into an advantage
for the eight Chinese men on board —
and six of them survived.

All eight Chinese men hailed from south-
ern China. They had previously worked
on cargo ships traveling between China
and Europe, and they likely intended to
migrate to the U.S. to start a new life.
They boarded the Titanic in Southamp-
ton, England, on a single ticket list-
ing eight names — a common practice
for third-class passengers. Like other
unmarried third-class men, they were
housed in windowless cabins in the bow
of the ship.

Their names vary on a number of man-
ifests, but U.S. Immigration recorded
them as Ah Lam (or Ali Lam), Len Lam,
Bing Lee (or Lee Bing), Fang Lang, Chip
Chang (or Chang Chip), Foo Cheang (or
Choong Foo), and Ling Hee. They all
traveled on a single ticket, number 1601
(£59, 9s, 11d).

Schwankert noted that the official testi-
mony was instrumental in getting their
research started on the Chinese survi-
VOrS.
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Photo provided by QC Media shows a
scene from The Six.

(Courtesy ~ www.washingtonpost.com,
WWW.scmp.co, variety.com, www.mari-
time-executive.com, www.globaltimes.
cn, www.xinhuanet.com/english)
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