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Thousands of workers evicted in Qa-
tar’s capital ahead of World Cup
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DOHA, Oct 28 (Reuters) - Qatar has emptied apartment blocks 
housing thousands of foreign workers in the centre of the capital 
Doha where visiting soccer fans will stay during the World Cup, 
workers who were evicted from their homes told Reuters.

They said more than a dozen buildings had been evacuated and 
shut down by authorities, forcing the mainly Asian and African 
workers to seek what shelter they could - including bedding 
down on the pavement outside one of their former homes.

The move comes less than four weeks before the Nov. 20 start 
of the global soccer tournament which has drawn intense inter-
national scrutiny of Qatar’s treatment of foreign workers and its 
restrictive social laws.

At one building which residents said housed 1,200 people in Do-
ha’s Al Mansoura district, authorities told people at about 8 pm 
on Wednesday they had just two hours to leave.

Municipal officials returned around 10.30 pm, forced everyone 
out and locked the doors to the building, they said. Some men 
had not been able to return in time to collect their belongings.

NBA roundup: Luka Doncic gets triple-double in Mavs’ OT win

“We don’t have anywhere to go,” one man told 
Reuters the next day as he prepared to sleep 
out for a second night with around 10 other 
men, some of them shirtless in the autumn heat 
and humidity of the Gulf Arab state.

He, and most other workers who spoke to Reu-
ters, declined to give their names or personal 
details for fear of reprisals from the authorities 
or employers.

Nearby, five men were loading a mattress and 
a small fridge into the back of a pickup truck. 
They said they had found a room in Sumaysi-
mah, about 40 km (25 miles) north of Doha.
A Qatari government official said the evic-
tions are unrelated to the World Cup and were 
designed “in line with ongoing comprehensive 
and long-term plans to re-organise areas of 
Doha.”

“All have since been rehoused in safe and 
appropriate accommodation,” the official said, 
adding that requests to vacate “would have 
been conducted with proper notice.”

World soccer’s governing body FIFA did not 
respond to a request for comment and Qatar’s 
World Cup organisers directed inquiries to the 
government.

“DELIBERATE GHETTO-ISATION”
Around 85% of Qatar’s three million pop-
ulation are foreign workers. Many of those 
evicted work as drivers, day labourers or have 
contracts with companies but are responsible 
for their own accommodation - unlike those 
working for major construction firms who live 
in camps housing tens of thousands of people.

One worker said the evictions targeted single 
men, while foreign workers with families 
were unaffected.

A Reuters reporter saw more than a dozen 
buildings where residents said people had 
been evicted. Some buildings had their elec-
tricity switched off.

Most were in neighbourhoods where the gov-
ernment has rented buildings for World Cup 
fan accommodation. The organisers’ website 
lists buildings in Al Mansoura and other dis-
tricts where flats are advertised for between 
$240 and $426 per night.

The Qatari official said municipal authorities 
have been enforcing a 2010 Qatari law which 
prohibits “workers’ camps within family 
residential areas” - a designation encompass-
ing most of central Doha - and gives them the 
power to move people out.

Some of the evicted workers said they hoped 
to find places to live amid purpose-built 
workers’ accommodation in and around the 
industrial zone on Doha’s southwestern out-
skirts or in outlying cities, a long commute 
from their jobs.

The evictions “keep Qatar’s glitzy and 
wealthy facade in place without publicly 
acknowledging the cheap labour that makes 
it possible,” said Vani Saraswathi, Director 
of Projects at Migrant-Rights.org, which 
campaigns for foreign workers in the Middle 
East.

“This is 
deliberate 
ghet-
to-isation 
at the best 
of times. 
But evic-
tions with 
barely 
any 
notice are 
inhumane 
beyond 
compre-
hension.”

Some workers said they had experienced 
serial evictions.

One said he was forced to change buildings 
in Al Mansoura at the end of September, only 
to be moved on 11 days later with no prior 
notice, along with some 400 others. “In one 
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Editor’s Choice

A worshipper prays during a mass in support of Brazil’s President 
and candidate for re-election Jair Bolsonaro, in Brasilia, Brazil. 
REUTERS/Ueslei Marcelino

Children react during the funeral of Palestinian Ramzi Zbarah, who was killed by Israeli forces, 
in Nablus in the Israeli-occupied West Bank. REUTERS/Raneen SawaftaUkrainian prisoners of war (POWs) pose for a picture after a swap, amid Russia’s attack on 

Ukraine, in an unknown location, Ukraine.  Courtesy: Head of Ukraine’s Presidential Office 
Andriy Yermak via Telegram

A rose flower is seen in front 
of the regional council building 
destroyed by a Russian missile 
strike in Mykolaiv, Ukraine 
October 27, 2022. REUTERS/
Valentyn Ogirenko

Kevin Spacey breaks 
down as he testifies during 
Anthony Rapp’s (seated) 
civil sex abuse case against 
Spacey in this courtroom 
sketch from the trial in 
New York as U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Lewis Kaplan 
presides. REUTERS/Jane 
Rosenberg

British Prime Minister Liz Truss 
leaves the Houses of Parliament 
estate in London, Britain. REU-
TERS/Henry Nicholls

Last Friday we held a kickoff party for
the ITC 20th Anniversary 2022 Gala.
Nearly 200 friends attended the
warm reception, including our Gala
Chair, Judge Robert Eckels,
Congressman Al Green,
Commissioner Jack Cagle, several
consuls general and many chamber
of commerce presidents.

Over the past twenty years, the
International Trade Center has held
hundreds of activities of all sizes,

including academic seminars,
business meetings and has
served more than ten
thousand small businesses in
this region. Because of all
these contributions, we won a
community service award from
former President Obama.

Today we have a new vision to
integrate the platform of our
trade center through our
media group to expand into

financial services. This new
integrated platform will be
used to reach our new goal
of setting foot on the
international stage.

We are so fortunate that so
many of our business
partners have been with us
throughout the last so many
decades.

The huge wheel of history has
always been rolling forward. We
are here to catch the opportunity

to serve our community and our
country.

1111//0101//20222022

ITC Twenty-YearITC Twenty-Year
Anniversary Kickoff PartyAnniversary Kickoff Party
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Measles — declared eradicated in the U.S. 
in 2000 — has roared back at a record pace 
this year.
Why it matters: Most Americans have no 

lack of familiarity, along with the online 
success of the anti-vaccine movement, is 
giving a deadly but easily preventable virus 
an opening to spread.

UPDATE --- So far in 2019:
 of measles in 22 

states.
 re-

ported in just the past week.
•5 states reporting ongoing outbreaks as of 
Monday (at least 3 cases in one place counts 
as an outbreak).
We may be a victim of our own success 
in squelching what used to be a ubiquitous 
virus that is extremely contagious.
•According to the CDC, prior to 1963, be-
tween 3 to 4 million were infected each year 
and nearly all children got measles by the 
time they were 15 years old.
•A CDC spokesperson tells Axios that 
among reported cases, an estimated 400 
to 500 people died annually prior to wide-
spread vaccination, 48,000 were hospital-
ized and 1,000 suffered encephalitis (swell-
ing of the brain) from measles.
Now, due in large part to vaccination ef-
forts that began in 1963, most Americans 

have no experience with the virus.

•Parents may be fooled into thinking 
that measles is a relatively mild disease, 

unnecessary or not a priority.
•This is not only wrong, but it could 
have deadly consequences.
“Parents may think that many vac-
cine-preventable diseases are mild, 
but there’s no way to tell how serious 
a disease may be for a child,” CDC 
spokesman Jason McDonald tells Ax-
ios via email. But measles can be par-
ticularly hazardous for babies and 
young children, he says.
•From 2001-2013, 28% of children young-
er than 5 years old who had measles had to 
be treated in the hospital, McDonald said, 
referring to relatively small outbreaks relat-
ed to measles patients who traveled to the 
U.S. from areas where the disease is still 
active.

•“Some children develop pneumonia (a se-
rious lung infection) or lifelong brain dam-
age.”
Different vaccine-hesitant communi-
ties added together are causing vaccination 
rates to fall below effective immunity lev-
els, Anthony Fauci, who leads the National 
Institutes of Allergy and Infectious Diseas-
es, tells Axios.
“It is kind of like all of the stars are in the 
right pace for the disaster we’re seeing 
now because we’re having multiple fac-
tors combining together to give us these 
outbreaks,” Fauci says.
The situation is worrying enough in New 
York State alone that the CDC issued a stark 
warning Wednesday: “The longer these 
outbreaks continue, the greater the chance 
measles will again get a sustained foothold 
in the United States.”

The bottom line: One relatively morbid 
source of hope, however, are the widely-re-
ported health impacts from the ongoing 
outbreaks, with children in intensive care 

in a coma.
“I think unfortunately the best motivation… 
is that we’re having these outbreaks and 
people are really getting seriously ill,” Fauci 
says. “Those are the things that are going to 
jolt people into reconsidering this.” (Cour-
tesy axios.com)

Related
U.S. Measles Cases Are “Acceler-

ating” Amid A “Global Crisis”
Measles cases in the U.S. jumped last week, 

for Disease Control and Prevention an-
nounced Monday. The global statistics are 
also grim, with a 300% increase in prelim-

compared with last year.
Why it matters: The extremely conta-
gious virus, for which there is a safe and ef-
fective vaccine, shows no signs of slowing 
despite efforts by public health authorities to 

combat the spread of misinformation with 
-

cials are becoming increasingly concerned 
about simultaneous, growing outbreaks in 
multiple countries.

By the numbers: CDC spokesperson Ja-
son McDonald tells Axios: “It appears the 
outbreak is accelerating. 61 of the 90 cases 
reported this week had rash onset in April.”

cases of measles in 20 states so far in 2019. 
The previous week showed 465 cases in 19 
states.
•This is the second-greatest number of cas-
es reported in the U.S. since measles was 
considered eliminated in 2000, and it’s only 
mid-April.
Between the lines: The national average 
vaccination coverage in kindergarten chil-
dren is at a level (94.3% for 2 doses of the 
measles, mumps and rubella vaccine for 
the 2017–2018 school year) consistent with 
the “herd immunity” necessary to prevent 
a nationwide outbreak. However, pockets 
of community resistance to the vaccine are 
allowing the virus to make inroads, experts 
have told Axios.
•Globally, the World Health Organization 
and UNICEF announced Monday that pro-
visional data also shows that in 170 coun-
tries there have been more than 112,000 
cases so far this year, compared with the 
numbers from all of last year, which was 
28,124 cases from 163 countries.
What they’re saying: Peter Hotez, pro-
fessor and dean of the National School of 
Tropical Medicine at Baylor College of 
Medicine, tells Axios:
“The year 2019 may be remembered for 
the return of measles to America, almost 
20 years after it was eliminated in the U.S. 
We’re reaching record levels in terms of 
numbers of cases and outbreaks, with all of 
them largely engineered by the anti-vaccine 
lobby. We now have children in intensive 

care units.”
“If our nation is serious about stopping fu-
ture measles epidemics, in the coming years 
it will be essential for us to begin disman-
tling the anti-vaccine media empire now 
dominating the internet and social media 
and e-commerce sites, together with shut-
ting down the non-medical vaccine exemp-
tions currently allowed across most of the 
U.S.”

The heads of the WHO and UNICEF write 
in an opinion piece for CNN that there’s a 
“global crisis.” They implore governments, 
medical professionals and others to help 
provide vaccines to lower-income countries 
and to take a stronger stand against misin-
formation globally. Per their op-ed:
“Ultimately, there is no ‘debate’ to be had 

We know they are safe, and we know they 
work. More than 20 million lives have been 
saved through measles vaccination since the 
year 2000 alone.”
“But children are paying the price for com-
placency. It will take long-term efforts, po-
litical commitment and continuous invest-
ment — in vaccine access, in service quality 
and in trust — to ensure we are, and remain, 
protected together.”

there have been 1,200 deaths amid more 
than 117,000 cases in the small, impover-
ished nation since their measles outbreak 
began in September, per AP. The country’s 
vaccination rate is only 58%, but it’s primar-
ily due to lack of resources instead of vacci-
nation distrust, the report adds.
Plus, the Wall Street Journal reports there’s 
growing evidence that besides the worry of 
possible serious immediate complications, 
the virus may also cause a longer-term risk 
of dampening people’s immune systems 
from responding to other diseases for 2–5 
years after measles. (Courtesy axios.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The Return Of Measles

   UPDATE:   

COMMUNITY

Hospitals are seeing more and more younger 
adults in their 30s and 40s admitted with se-
vere cases of Covid-19, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention Director Dr. Rochelle 
Walensky said Wednesday.
“Data suggests this is all happening as we 
are seeing increasing prevalence of variants, 
with 52 jurisdictions now reporting cases of 
variants of concern,” Walensky said at a press 
briefing on the pandemic.
Scientists say new variants of the coronavi-
rus are more transmittable and some of them 
may be more lethal as well, resulting in more 
severe cases. The highly contagious B.1.1.7 
variant from the United Kingdom has be-
come the dominant strain circulating in the 
United States, Walensky said.

Walensky previously warned that traveling for 
spring break could lead to another rise in cases, 
especially in Florida where the variant was rap-
idly spreading.
“I’m pleading with you, for the sake of our na-
tion’s health,” Walensky said at a briefing last 
month. “Cases climbed last spring, they climbed 
again in the summer, they will climb now if we 

stop taking precautions when we continue to 
get more and more people vaccinated.”
The B.1.1.7 variant has since spread and now 
accounts for more than 16,000 cases across 52 
jurisdictions in the country. The variant is about 
50% more transmissible than the original wild 
strain of the coronavirus. (Courtesy cnbc.com) 
Related

States and Cities Look to Schools, Camps, 

Even Beaches To Vaccinate Younger Teens

Covid shots being administered by a health 
program in Denver that works with schools 
to vaccinate older teenagers — and soon, 
younger ones — at health clinics it runs in 
six public schools. (Photo/Kevin Mohatt for 
The New York Times)

Key Point
The F.D.A.’s authorization of Pfizer’s Covid 
shot for 12- to 15-year-olds is a milestone in 
battling the coronavirus, but actually getting 

them vaccinated involves new challenges. 
The race is on to vaccinate the nation’s near-
ly 17 million 12- to 15-year-olds against 
Covid-19. The Food and Drug Administration’s 
decision on Monday to authorize the Pfizer-Bi-
oNTech vaccine for younger adolescents pres-
ents a new opportunity in the push for broad 
immunity against the coronavirus in the United 
States. But the challenges of getting them vac-
cinated are more complicated than for adults 
and older teenagers.
“The game changes when you go down as 
young as 12 years old,” said Nathan Quesnel, 
the superintendent of schools in East Hartford, 
Conn., adding, “You need to have a different 
level of sensitivity.”
A recent survey by the Kaiser Family Founda-
tion’s Vaccine Monitor found that many parents 
— even some who eagerly got their own Covid 
shots — are reluctant to vaccinate pubescent 
children. Yet doing so will be critical for further 
reducing transmission of the virus, smoothly re-
opening middle and high schools and regaining 
some sense of national normalcy. Vaccination 
for the age group is expected to begin across the 

country later this week. Sites are anticipating 
an initial surge in demand before an inevitable 
softening, much as happened with adults.

A vial of the Pfizer vaccine at the Denver 
School of Science and Technology Green Val-
ley Ranch this month. (Photo/Kevin Mohatt 
for The New York Times)
Sites are anticipating an initial surge in demand 
before an inevitable softening, much as hap-
pened with adults.
States, counties and school districts around the 
country are trying to figure out the most reas-
suring and expedient ways to reach younger 
adolescents as well as their parents, whose 
consent is usually required by state law. They 
are making plans to offer vaccines not only in 
schools, but also at pediatricians’ offices, day 
camps, parks and even beaches.
Children’s Minnesota, a Minneapolis-based 
hospital system where the main Covid vaccina-
tion site has offered stress balls, colored lights 
and images of playful dolphins projected on 
the ceiling, is planning to provide shots begin-
ning later this week in at least a dozen middle 
schools and a Y.W.C.A.

In Columbus, Ohio, public health nurses will 
drive a mobile vaccination unit around neigh-
borhoods “just like you would an ice cream 
truck,” said Dr. Mysheika Roberts, the city 
health commissioner. In Connecticut, Commu-
nity Health Center, a statewide primary care 
provider that vaccinated the busloads of high 
school seniors, is aiming to reach younger ado-
lescents by offering shots at amusement parks, 
beaches and camps, among other locales.
“You’re going to Dollar General?” said Yvette 
Highsmith-Francis, a vice president of Commu-
nity Health Center. “Guess what? We’re in the 

parking lot.”
But with the school year ending soon, many 
health officials are racing against the academ-
ic clock to schedule both recommended doses, 
seeing schools as the best place to reach many 
students at once. 
“We have a very finite amount of time,” said 
Dr. Anne Zink, the chief medical officer for 
Alaska. “In Alaska, kids go to the wind as soon 
as summer hits, so our opportunity to get them 
is now.” 
A number of places are revving up vaccination 
efforts in schools. In Colorado, Denver Health 
will expand clinics it operates in six public 
schools to middle school students. For the last 
few weeks, it has provided 150 to 400 vaccines 
every Saturday and Sunday, reaching not just 
high school juniors and seniors but sometimes 
their parents and older siblings, too.
“It’s been really successful because we are 
doing it in their communities, where the kids 
are familiar,” said Dr. Sonja O’Leary, the med-
ical director for Denver Health’s school-based 
health centers.

Other states believe pediatricians’ and family 
doctors’ offices will be the best places to catch 
teenagers — and children as young as infants 
as companies plan eventually to seek authori-
zation for the shots to be given to the youngest 
children. Until recently, few doctors had vac-
cines on hand for patients. But in recent weeks, 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
has made a major push to enroll pediatricians to 
give the shots.
The thinking is that pediatricians are in the best 
position to field questions from parents and 
children. Not only are they experienced in giv-
ing routine childhood vaccinations, but they are 
also often a household’s most trusted source of 
health information.
President Biden announced plans last week to 
ship doses of the Pfizer vaccine directly to pedi-
atricians’ offices, and he said that about 20,000 
pharmacy sites were also ready to administer 
the vaccine to younger adolescents. (Courtesy 
nytimes.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Hospitals Are Seeing More
Young Adults With Severe

Covid Symptoms, CDC Says

Key Points
CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky said hospitals are seeing more and more 

younger adults with severe Covid-19.

“Data suggests this is all happening as we are seeing increasing prevalence of 
variants, with 52 jurisdictions now reporting cases of variants of concern,” Walen-

sky said.

The B.1.1.7 variant has since spread and now accounts for more than 16,000 
cases across 52 jurisdictions in the country.
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