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Ukraine seeks more Western air de-
fence help, NATO tightens security
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KYIV, Oct 11 (Reuters) - Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy appealed to leaders of the Group of Seven nations 
on Tuesday for more air defence capabilities and the G7 
vowed to support Kyiv for “as long as it takes” while warn-
ing Russia against any use of nuclear weapons.

NATO said it was closely monitoring Russia’s nuclear forces 
following a string of Russian battlefield defeats in Ukraine 
and that the allies were also boosting security around key in-
frastructure after recent attacks on Baltic Sea gas pipelines.

Russian missiles again hit Ukrainian cities but with less 
intensity than on Monday, when dozens of strikes killed 
19 people, wounded more than 100 and knocked out pow-
er supplies across the country in Moscow’s biggest aerial 
offensive since the start of its invasion on Feb. 24.

More missile strikes killed at least one person in the south-
eastern Ukrainian town of Zaporizhzhia and left part of the 
western city of Lviv without power, local officials said. Air 
raid sirens earlier wailed across Ukraine for a second day.

Prayers and release of birds to mark 20 years since Bali 
bombing

“When Ukraine receives a sufficient quantity 
of modern and effective air defence systems, 
the key element of Russia’s terror, rocket 
strikes, will cease to work,” Zelenskiy told G7 
leaders at a virtual meeting where he again 
ruled out peace talks with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin.

Ukraine on Tuesday received the first of four 
IRIS-T air defence systems Germany promised 
to supply, a German defence ministry source 
said.

The White House later said the United States 
was speeding up the shipment of sophisticated 
NASAMS air defenses to Ukraine. Washing-
ton has provided more than $16.8 billion worth 
of security aid to Ukraine during the war.

Zelenskiy’s government has mixed gratitude 
for such aid with pleas for more powerful 
weapons and faster deliveries.

‘UNCONTROLLED ESCALATION’
The G7 - which groups the United States, Ger-
many, France, Japan, Britain, Italy and Canada 
- pledged continued “financial, humanitarian, 
military, diplomatic and legal support...for as 
long as it takes” to Ukraine, it said in a state-
ment.

It also condemned “indiscriminate attacks on 
innocent civilian populations” as war crimes 
and said Putin would be held to account for 
them.

Moscow, which calls its actions in Ukraine 
a “special military operation” to eliminate 

dangerous nationalists and protect Rus-
sian-speakers, has accused the West of 
escalating and prolonging the conflict by 
supporting Kyiv.

“We warn and hope that they realise the 
danger of uncontrolled escalation in Wash-
ington and other Western capitals,” Russian 
Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov 
was quoted as saying by RIA news agency 
on Tuesday.

Kyiv and its Western backers accuse Russia 
of an unprovoked imperialist land grab in 
Ukraine.

Belarus, Moscow’s closest ally, said it had 
begun an exercise to assess its “combat 
readiness” after ordering troops on Monday 
to deploy with Russian forces near its bor-
der with Ukraine. Belarus allowed Russia 
to use its territory to invade Ukraine but has 
not sent its own troops across the border.

Zelenskiy denied Minsk’s claim that 
Ukraine planned to attack Belarus but told 
the G7 he wanted to make sure there was 
no threat from its northern neighbour, and 
he called for a mission of international 
observers to monitor the border area.

Putin, under domestic pressure to ramp up 
the war as his forces have lost ground since 
early September, said he ordered Mon-
day’s strikes as revenge for an explosion 
that damaged Russia’s bridge to annexed 
Crimea last weekend.

Residents 
in the 
capital 
Kyiv took 
cover on 
Tuesday 
for a sec-
ond day 
deep in 
the under-
ground 
metro, 
where 
trains 

were still running.

Viktoriya Moshkivski, 35, and her fami-
ly were among hundreds of people in the 
Zoloti Vorota station, near a park where a 
missile ripped a crater next to a playground 
on Monday.

“(Putin) thinks that if he scares the popu-
lation, he can ask for concessions, but he 
is not scaring us. He is pissing us off,” she 
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Editor’s Choice

Combines harvest sunflowers in a field, amid Russia’s attack on 
Ukraine, in Chernihiv region, Ukraine. REUTERS/Viacheslav 
Ratynskyi

People shelter inside a subway station during a Russian missile attack in Kyiv, Ukraine. REU-
TERS/Viacheslav RatynskyiA man carries an empty water tank through a flooded area after the impact of the tropical 

storm Julia, in Progreso, Honduras. REUTERS/Yoseph Amaya

Former Federal Reserve chair-
man Ben Bernanke waits after 
he was named among three 
U.S. economists awarded the 
2022 Nobel Economics Prize, 
during a news conference at the 
Brookings Institution in Wash-
ington. REUTERS/Ken Cedeno

North Korea’s leader 
Kim Jong Un attends the 
opening ceremony of the 
Ryonpho Greenhouse Farm 
to mark the anniversary of 
the founding of the ruling 
Workers’ Party, in North 
Korea. KCNA via REU-
TERS

People run while police fire tear 
gas during a protest demanding 
the resignation of Haiti’s Prime 
Minister Ariel Henry after weeks 
of shortages, in Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti. REUTERS/Ralph Tedy 
Erol
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Houston City of DiplomacyHouston City of Diplomacy

This is the second time I have
represented the West African country
of Guinea after participating in the
Houston Mayor’s Consular Ball. More
than 90 consulates now have offices in
Houston. I spent a very friendly and
pleasant night thanks to the city’s
detailed arrangements, which shows
that we are a very important
international city in the world.

In his welcome speech, Mayor Turner
expressed his appreciation to all the

consuls and
representatives who
have built a bridge
between Houston and
the world.

We entered the party
room in alphabetical
order where there were
splendid fireworks and a
large-scale LED that lit
up when the consuls
entered the venue.

There were gorgeous
flowers set up on the
tables and a French
lamb chop dinner. A
band was also playing
music and singers were
singing songs to
entertain all the guests.

Mayor Turner took photos with all of
the guests and personally thanked all
of the people who have supported him
in the last seven years.

I personally had the opportunity to
meet consuls general from Qatar,
Korea and Guyana.

It was such a wonderful diplomatic
event, and all of us had a very good
time.
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South Africa. Before the new variant took off last 
month, coronavirus cases there were low – only sev-
eral hundred per day in mid November. But by early 
December, the tally of daily infections had shot up to 
more than 4,500 — and genomic sequencing shows 
that omicron is to blame. What’s more, the variant 
quickly swept through all regions of South Africa – 
and has now shown up in about 60 additional coun-
tries. Omicron hasn’t yet triggered a global wave, 
but many scientists who are tracking its rapid spread 
believe it’s only a matter of time.
The reason for their concern? Omicron is starting to 
gain traction in countries where the pandemic looks 
very different from South Africa – places where the 
highly transmissible delta variant is currently dom-
inant and where vaccination levels are relatively 
high.
Worrisome signs from Europe
The clearest signs of trouble come from how 
quickly omicron is growing in Europe and the 
U.K., says Matt Ferrari, director of the Cen-
ter for Infectious Disease Dynamics and a 

                                                                                                                                      .ytisrevinU etatS nneP ta ygoloib fo rosseforp
“Everybody in my industry is hopeful that we’re 
being alarmist, but more than at any other point in 
the course of the whole pandemic, we know how 
bad it could be,” he says.

A man is vaccinated 
against COVID-19 at a 
clinic in Johannesburg, 
South Africa. The omi-
cron variant appears 
to be driving a surge in 
South Africa. New stud-

ies suggest that vaccines might not be as effective 

against this variant but that a booster shot 
                                              )PA/demahoM zaarihS/otohP( .lufpleh eb nac                                                                                                 

Early data show that one person who catches 
omicron is currently going on to infect two to 
four other people — that’s at least twice as many 
as someone who gets the delta variant. The statis-
tics come from countries like the U.K, Denmark 
and South Africa — all of which have robust 
surveillance systems in place for tracking coro-
navirus variants. Some experts believe omicron is 
spreading even faster than that. The alarming pace 
of new infections is on par with how quickly the 

the beginning of the pandemic – back when there 
were no vaccines and everyone was susceptible.
“Now we’re in a world where lots of people 
have immunity, either from previous infection or 
from vaccination, and we’re seeing a pretty rapid 
growth rate over and above delta,” says Ferrari.
Indeed, the spread of omicron in the U.K., where 
about 70% of people are vaccinated compared to 
about 25% in South Africa, is a key reason sci-
entists are worried. Although omicron infections 
only make up a small portion of the overall cases 
in the U.K., the forecasts are sobering. The coun-
try’s health agency is warning that omicron in-
fections are doubling every few days – and could 
make up half of all cases there by mid-December.

And the U.S. should 
take note: What the vi-
rus does in Europe, says 
Barrett, often foreshad-
ows where the pandemic 
is headed on the other 
side of the Atlantic.                 
“By next week, we will 
see clear evidence of an 

omicron wave in European countries, and I sus-
pect the U.S. is at most a week behind that,” he 
predicts.
Escaping antibodies
Exactly why omicron is spreading so quickly 
comes down to two key questions. Is this strain 
of the virus intrinsically more contagious — in the 
way that delta was compared to the variant that 
dominated before it arrived? And second: is omi-
cron also just better at escaping immune defenses 
– antibodies resulting either from prior infection 
or vaccines — which means there are more peo-
ple who it can infect? It’s possible the answer to 
both questions could be yes, although there’s not 
enough data to say just yet.
“Looking at these early omicron cases, what 
we’ve anticipated from immune escape is turning 
out to be true and the [intrinsic] transmissibil-
ity seems to be at least that of delta,” says Matt 
Grubaugh, associate professor of epidemiology at 
Yale School of Public Health.
“I think we’re going to see the vaccine’s effective-

                                                                                                                          .syas eh ”,tol a pord noitcefni tsniaga ssen
This concern is not only based on how the vari-
ant is spreading in well-vaccinated places like 

Europe and reinfecting people who previously 
had COVID in South Africa, but also the many 
mutations on the spike protein. Scientists believe 
those mutations could make omicron’s spike pro-
tein more adept at evading the body’s antibody de-
fenses that prevent the coronavirus from infecting 
cells. This week, several preliminary lab studies 

blood from people who had received two shots of 

could neutralize omicron as effectively as it could 
other strains of the virus. They found the antibod-
ies had a lot more trouble disarming omicron. It’s 

-
ings translate into lower overall protection from 
the vaccine. 

Grubaugh is one 
of many scientists 
who say it’s likely 
the vaccines will 
still help ward off 
severe disease be-

cause the immune system relies on other defenses 
like T-cells. But if omicron can more easily infect 
those with prior immunity, that will give it a dis-
tinct competitive advantage over delta because it 
will gain a foothold in populations where delta has 
trouble getting past the protection afforded by the 
vaccines.                                                                                                                                 
“It will probably end up replacing Delta — it’s a 
little too early to tell how fast, but probably fairly 
quickly,” he says.
Assessing the risk in the U.S.
Some experts caution against early predictions 
about what may happen in a place like the U.S. 
based on the situation in other countries. John 
Moore, a professor of microbiology and immu-
nology at Weill Cornell Medical School, says it’s 

                                                           .revo ekat lliw norcimo taht niatrec lla ta ton
“It’s not just the transmissibility that matters, it’s 
the ability to outcompete,” he says. “Earlier vari-
ants like beta and gamma created short term angst, 

In some countries, omicron could have more 
trouble competing because of higher immunity 
levels and the increasing push to get booster shots 
– which early data show may help stop omicron 
infections, says Wafaa El-Sadr, a professor of ep-
idemiology and medicine at Columbia Universi-
ty’s Mailman School of Public Health.

trajectory of omicron in a country like the United 
States versus in a country like South Africa,” she 
says. “But ultimately it’s the more transmissible 
variants that takes over and circulates more wide-
ly, so that’s what can be anticipated.” 

So how worried should we be?

South Africa suggest the omicron wave of infec-

tions — while breathtaking in its speed — isn’t yet 
causing the same level of severe disease as delta 
did when it hit the country. For example, ICU ad-
missions are much lower. But many experts cau-

South Africa has a relatively young population, 
and many people had already caught the virus pri-
or to omicron’s emergence.
“The silver lining right now is we do not have any 
evidence that omicron is more severe,” says Penn 
State’s Matt Ferrari. Then again, he notes: “Every-
body wants me to say it’s milder, and we really 
just don’t have convincing evidence that it is.”
Even if omicron does end up being less severe 
than delta and not as many people get very ill, 
Barrett of the Wellcome Sanger Institute says 
there’s plenty of reason for concern given just how 
contagious it appears to be: “A small proportion 
of a huge number all at once can still overwhelm 
health care systems.” This is especially true in a 
country like the U.S. where many hospitals are al-

– not from omicron – but from delta. (Courtesy 
npr.org)
Related

Studies Suggest Sharp Drop In Vaccine 
Protection Against Omicron — Yet Still 

Cause For Optimism 

With the omicron variant continuing to spread in 
a number of countries, including the U.S., scien-
tists have been anxiously awaiting data to answer 
this question: How well will the vaccines work 
against this new variant? On last Tuesday night 
and Wednesday morning, scientists in South Afri-
ca and Germany released preliminary results from 
two small studies that begin to provide answers. 
The studies haven’t been peer-reviewed. But to-
gether, their data strongly suggest the vaccines 
will be much less effective at stopping infections 
from the omicron variant, but will still likely of-
fer protection against severe disease. The study 
in Germany also indicates that a third shot, or a 
booster, will partially recover the effectiveness of 
the vaccines, at least for a few months.
In the South African study, researchers at the Af-
rica Health Research Institute took blood from 
about a dozen people who had been vaccinated 

to see how well their antibodies kill the virus. In 
the experiment, everyone’s antibodies were able 
to neutralize an earlier version of the virus quite 
well. But against omicron, that ability dropped 
dramatically. On average, the antibodies were 40 
times less potent against omicron than against the 
variant circulating in the summer of 2020.
And that’s a lot. “It’s astonishing ... in terms of 

the reduction,” says Pei-Yong Shi, a virologist at 
the University of Texas Medical Branch at Gal-
veston who has been doing similar experiments to 

against the coronavirus.
UTMB research-
er Pei-Yong Shi’s 
work puts Galves-
ton lab in front lines 
of COVID battle. 
(Photo/The Daily 

News)
“We seem to see a drastic reduction in neutral-
izing activity, far more than with previous vari-
ants,” virologist Florian Krammer, who’s at the 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, wrote 
on Twitter. “Little activity was left in vaccinated 
individuals.”

-
eral weeks ago. The virus contains many muta-
tions already known to weaken the power of the 
antibodies made by the immune system. Based 
on the results of this preliminary study, scientists 
say it’s likely we’ll see a lot more breakthrough 
infections with the omicron variant. And South 
Africa is reporting a lot of reinfections. But the 
news isn’t all dire. The vaccine isn’t just about pro-
tecting against infections. It’s also about protecting 
against severe disease and death. And there’s rea-
son to believe the vaccines will still do that, even 
with the omicron variant. Most of the people in the 
South African experiment did retain some ability 
to kill the virus. And scientists say even just a little 
bit of antibody activity can be enough to prevent 
someone from ending up in the hospital. Also the 
immune system has other tools besides antibodies 
that can ward off severe disease. In particular, the 
T cells can clear out the virus after an infection. 
And scientists think those may hold up better 
against omicron than antibodies will.
On top of all that, the study from Germany shows 

Moderna vaccines, increases the neutralizing abil-
ity of the antibodies to levels seen with the delta 
variant, at least for several weeks after the booster. 
In that study, researchers at the Goethe University 
in Frankfurt looked at antibody potency against 
omicron and delta a half-month and three months 
after a third booster. In the short term, the antibody 
potency jumped up to the levels seen with delta in 
about half of the people. But after three months, 
most people’s an

The vaccine man-

also released a 
press statement 
Wednesday sup-
porting these new 

 “Preliminary neu-
tralisation studies 

indicate that 2 doses of vaccines may not be suf-
-

vere disease), but regular boosters will help restore 
this decline to an extent,” wrote Dr. Muge Cevik 
on Twitter. Cevik is an infectious disease research-
er at the University of St. Andrews. (Courtesy npr.
org)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Omicron spurred a rapid rise in positive 
coronavirus tests in South Africa. Com-
pared with three previous coronavirus 

variant is sparking a faster surge in the 
percentage of positive tests in South Afri-

the World Health Organization on Nov. 
26, omicron has now been reported in 
more than 30 countries — and at least 19 
states in the U.S.

BUSINESS
What Does Omicron’s Fast Spread 

Mean For The U.S. – And The World?

A pharmacist prepares the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine at Hous-
ton Independent School District’s Hattie Mae White Educational 
Support Center. HISD partnered with Kroger to administer the 
COVID-19 vaccine to educators, police officers and school nurses 
as part of Phase 1A and 1B of the vaccine rollout. Jan. 9, 2021. 

Credit: May-Ying Lam for The Texas Tribune

Key Point
The new state survey is the first time Texas health officials have been                    

able to statistically measure the vaccine’s true impact on the pandemic.

New data from the Texas health department 
released Monday proves what health officials 
have been trying to tell vaccine-hesitant Texans 
for months: The COVID-19 vaccine dramatical-
ly prevents death and is the best tool to prevent 
transmission of the deadly virus.
Out of nearly 29,000 Texans who have died from 
COVID-related illnesses since mid-January, only 
8% of them were fully vaccinated against the vi-
rus, according to a report detailing the Texas De-
partment of State Health Services’ findings.
COVID-19 cases and deaths by vaccination status
From mid-January to October, unvaccinated 
people made up the vast majority of reported 
COVID-19 cases and deaths.
Unvaccinated Partially vaccinated Fully vacci-
nated

Note: Data only includes people age 12 and older. 
Most people became eligible for COVID-19 vac-
cines in late March. (Source: Texas Department of 
State Health Services Credit: Mandi Cai)
And more than half of those deaths among vac-

cinated people were among Texans older than 
75, the age group that is most vulnerable to the 
virus, the study shows.
COVID-19 was deadlier for unvaccinated 
Texans across age groups
Reported deaths from mid-January to October 
show that most COVID-19 deaths occurred 
among unvaccinated younger and older Texans.

Note: Most people became eligible for 
COVID-19 vaccines in late March. (Source: 
Texas Department of State Health Services 
Credit: Mandi Cai)
“We’ve known for a while that vaccines were 
going to have a protective effect on a large seg-
ment of our population,” said Dr. Jennifer A. 
Shuford, state epidemiologist. “By looking at 
our own population and seeing what the impact 
of the vaccines have been on that population, 
we’re hoping just to be able to reach people here 

in Texas and show them the difference that be-
ing fully vaccinated can make in their lives and 
for their communities.”
The state health department study covers most 
of the positive cases and COVID-19 deaths re-
ported in Texas among residents from Jan. 15 to 
Oct. 1. It’s the first time state officials have been 
able to statistically measure the true impact of 
the vaccine on the pandemic in Texas — which 
has one of the highest death tolls in the nation. 
The majority of Texans ages 16 and up didn’t 
become eligible for the vaccine until late March. 
State health officials also found the vaccine 
greatly reduced the risk of virus transmission, 
including the highly contagious delta variant 
that ravaged the state over the summer.
Only 3% of 1.5 million positive COVID-19 
tests examined since mid-January occurred 
in people who were already vaccinated. State 
researchers matched electronic lab reports and 
death certificates with state immunization re-
cords, and measured cases and deaths since 
mid-January, a month after the first shots were 
administered in Texas.

The study was done 
using data similar to 
those used by other 
states that conducted 
similar studies and 

methods recommended by the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, Shuford said.
And while the outcome was not particularly sur-
prising, Shuford said, officials hope that the new 
data will increase trust in the benefits of the shot.
“Texas is a unique place; it’s got a lot of diver-
sity, geographic and population-wise,” Shuford 
said. “We know that some people want to see 
actual numbers and that they want to see it for 
their own community. And so we are hoping 
that this reaches some of those people who have 
been hesitant and really just questioning the 
benefits of the vaccines.”
In Texas, it literally requires a disaster — like a 
pandemic — before the state records precise in-
formation about vaccinations. As a result, there 
is a record for every single COVID-19 vaccine 
dose of the name and age of the person who re-
ceived it plus the date it was administered. Nor-
mally, vaccination records are shown to schools 
by parents, but details of all vaccinations are not 
regularly kept by a state registry in Texas, unlike 
nearly every other state, because it’s a voluntary 
system. However, state officials still don’t have 
official numbers on how many vaccinated peo-
ple were hospitalized with COVID-19 because 
hospitals are not required to report that level of 
data under state law. But the state’s largest hos-
pital districts and counties have reported that at 
least 90% of the hospitalized Texans with the 
virus were unvaccinated.

The state’s new health 
data comes as Republi-
can state leaders grap-
ple with local cities and 
school districts about 

masking, which has been proven to reduce 
transmission of the virus, and with federal of-
ficials over vaccine mandates. About 53% of 
the Texas population is fully vaccinated. More 
than 70,000 Texans have died from COVID-19 

since the pandemic began.
Percentage of Texans fully vaccinated
As of Nov. 14, about 53.9% of Texas’ 29.1 mil-
lion people have been fully vaccinated. Accord-
ing to the Census Bureau’s 2019 Vintage popu-
lation estimates, 93% of Texans are age 5 and 
older and thus eligible for a vaccine.

Sources: Vaccination data from the Texas 
Department of State Health Services, state-
wide population from the 2020 U.S. census, 
population by age from Census Vintage 2019 
estimates. (Photo Credit: The Texas Tribune)
Immunity heading into the holidays
The new report is particularly well-timed, of-
ficials say, because gatherings throughout the 
holiday season could touch off another surge as 
families get together — many of them for the 
first time since last year — and around 9 mil-
lion Texans remain unvaccinated. Texas saw 
its deadliest surge of the pandemic in January, 
when more than 400 deaths were reported daily 
at its peak, a trend health officials said was likely 
a direct result of the holidays.
The recent Texas Coronavirus Antibody Re-
sponse Survey, commissioned by the state 
health department in partnership with the Uni-
versity of Texas System, estimated that about 
75% of Texans — roughly 22 million people 
— likely have some level of protection against 
the virus, either by natural immunity from being 
infected or through vaccination. But that doesn’t 
mean infected people are immune indefinitely 
or that they shouldn’t get the vaccine, health ex-
perts say. In fact, doctors, scientists and health 
officials urge those who have been infected to 
get vaccinated anyway, saying the vaccine pro-
vides a strong boost in immunity even to those 
who have some level of natural protection. 

The Texas CARES 
study found that fully 
vaccinated partici-
pants showed signifi-
cantly higher antibody 
levels than those who 
were unvaccinated 
but had been infected.
A week ago, the CDC 

found that while both vaccination and natural 
infection provide about six months of protection 
from infection by the virus, the vaccine provides 
a “higher, more robust, and more consistent lev-
el of immunity” than natural infection does. And 
while the fact that a solid majority of Texans are 
estimated to have some protection from the vi-
rus bodes well for the state in its fight against 
the pandemic, Shuford said, it still means that 
millions of Texans are vulnerable to severe ill-
ness or death from the highly contagious virus, 
without any vaccine or natural immunity.
“Those susceptible populations can still get in-
fected, and the holidays are the perfect time for 
that,” she said. “Thanksgiving, Christmas, New 
Year’s. These are all times that people gather 
together, and COVID-19 can easily be transmit-

ted at these gatherings.”
Vaccine FAQs
•  Who is eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine?
People ages 5-17 are eligible to receive the Pfiz-
er-BioNTech vaccine. People age 18 and older 
are eligible to receive the Pfizer-BioNTech, 
Moderna or Johnson & Johnson vaccines.
•  Is the COVID-19 vaccine safe and effective??
• Should I still get the vaccine if I’ve had 
COVID-19?
Yes. Research has not yet shown how long you 
are protected from getting COVID-19 again 
after recovering from COVID-19, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
and vaccination will boost protection. If you 
were treated for COVID-19 with monoclonal 
antibodies or convalescent plasma, you should 
wait 90 days before getting a COVID-19 vac-
cine. Talk to your doctor if you are unsure what 
treatments you received or if you have more 
questions about getting a COVID-19 vaccine.

• Where can I get 
the COVID-19 
vaccine in Texas?
Most chain phar-
macies and many 
independent ones 
have a ready sup-

ply of the vaccine, and many private doctors’ 
offices also have it. Texas has compiled other 
options for finding vaccine appointments here, 
and businesses or civic organizations can set up 
vaccine clinics to offer it to employees, visitors, 
customers or members. The vaccine is free, and 
you don’t need health insurance to get it.
The Texas CARES study found that fully vac-
cinated participants showed significantly higher 
antibody levels than those who were unvacci-
nated but had been infected.
A week ago, the CDC found that while both 
vaccination and natural infection provide about 
six months of protection from infection by the 
virus, the vaccine provides a “higher, more ro-
bust, and more consistent level of immunity” 
than natural infection does.
And while the fact that a solid majority of Texans 
are estimated to have some protection from the 
virus bodes well for the state in its fight against 
the pandemic, Shuford said, it still means that 
millions of Texans are vulnerable to severe ill-
ness or death from the highly contagious virus, 
without any vaccine or natural immunity.

“Those susceptible populations can still get in-
fected, and the holidays are the perfect time for 
that,” she said. “Thanksgiving, Christmas, New 
Year’s. These are all times that people gather 
together, and COVID-19 can easily be transmit-
ted at these gatherings.” (Courtesy https://www.
texastribune.org/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

COMMUNITY
Majority Of COVID-19 Cases And 
Deaths In State Are Unvaccinated 
Texans, New State Date Reveals
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