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Hurricane Ian strikes South Carolina 
after deadly march across Florida
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FORT MYERS, Fla., Sept 30 (Reuters) - A resurgent Hur-
ricane Ian slammed into the South Carolina coast on Friday 
afternoon, making another landfall after a deadly march 
across the Florida peninsula that washed away houses and 
stranded thousands along the state’s Gulf Coast.

The storm swept ashore at 2:05 p.m. (1805 GMT) near 
Georgetown, a waterfront town about 60 miles (97 km) 
north of the historic city of Charleston, packing maximum 
sustained wind speeds of 85 mph (140 kph) as a Category 1 
hurricane, according to the U.S. National Hurricane Center 
(NHC).
Ian was expected to bring life-threatening flooding, storm 
surges and winds to South Carolina, Georgia and North Car-
olina. Officials in all three states warned residents to prepare 
for dangerous conditions.

The hurricane struck Florida’s Gulf Coast on Wednesday as 
one of the most powerful storms ever to hit the U.S. main-
land and then cut a destructive path across the state, trans-
forming beach towns into disaster areas with catastrophic 
flooding and winds.
There have been reports of at least 21 deaths in Florida, 

Kevin Guthrie, director of the state’s Division 
of Emergency Management, said at a morning 
briefing. He stressed that some of those reports 
remain unconfirmed.

Ian was forecast to weaken rapidly as it moves 
inland across the Carolinas and was expected 
to dissipate over western North Carolina or 
Virginia late on Saturday, the NHC said.

Georgetown, with a population of about 
10,000, is a tourist destination known for its 
oak-lined streets and more than 50 sites on the 
National Registry of Historic Places. The town 
was heavily damaged by 1989’s Hurricane 
Hugo.

Even before Ian’s arrival, Charleston was see-
ing torrential rain. Video clips on social media 
showed several inches of water in some streets 
in the port city, which is especially prone to 
flooding.

A city-commissioned report released in 
November 2020 found that about 90% of all 
residential properties were vulnerable to storm 
surge flooding.

Len Cappe, 68, a retired property manager 
who moved to Charleston two years ago, said 
Ian was the first big storm he has encountered.

“It’s the wind, it rattles you,” Cappe said. “It’s 
blowing furiously.”

With the tidal Wando River a block away, 
Cappe said he was worried about his house 
and has been glued to his television, watching 
for updates.

On Pawleys Island, just north of George-
town, the pier had collapsed into the ocean 
and town hall was surrounded by water, 
according to videos and messages posted 
online by the local police department.

More than 145,000 homes and business-
es in the Carolinas were without power, 
according to the tracking website Power-
Outage.us.

‘FEELING LOST’
Two days after Ian first hit Florida, the 
extent of the damage there was becoming 
more apparent.

Some 10,000 people were unaccounted 
for, Guthrie said, but many of them were 
likely in shelters or without power. About 
1.8 million Florida homes and businesses 
remained without power on Friday, accord-
ing to PowerOutage.us.

“You have homes just washing away,” 
Governor Ron DeSantis said at a briefing 
on Friday in Lee County, which suffered 
widespread damage.

Florida slammed by Hurricane Ian
Residents clear debris from road as Ian 
bears down on Charleston
Hurricane Ian destruction in southwestern 
Florida

1/11
A local 
resident 
hauls 
debris 
from 
the road 
in an 
effort 
to keep 
gutter 
drains 

clear as hurricane Ian bears down on 
Charleston, South Carolina, U.S., Septem-
ber 30, 2022. REUTERS/Jonathan Drake

President Joe Biden, speaking at the White 
House, said the hurricane would likely rank 
among the worst in U.S. history.
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LOCAL NEWS

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla.,  (Reuters) - Former President Donald 
Trump’s legal team will square off against the U.S. Justice Department 
in federal court on Thursday, in a bid to convince a judge to appoint 
a special master to review the materials the FBI seized from Trump’s 
Florida estate.

The hearing comes less than two days after prosecutors laid out fresh 
details about their ongoing criminal investigation into whether Trump 
illegally retained government records and sought to obstruct the gov-
ernment’s probe by concealing some of them from the FBI.

Trump’s attorneys in a filing late on Wednesday downplayed the gov-
ernment’s concerns about the discovery of classified material inside his 
home, and accused the Justice Department of escalating the situation 
even after he handed over boxes of documents to the National Archives 
and allowed FBI agents in June to “come to his home and provide secu-
rity advice.”

“Simply put, the notion that Presidential records would contain sensitive 
information should have never been

A special master is an independent third party sometimes appointed 
by a court in sensitive cases to review materials potentially covered by 
attorney-client privilege to ensure investigators do not improperly view 
them.

On Thursday morning, Trump’s newest attorney - former Florida Solici-
tor General Christopher Kise - added his name to the case, in a possible 
sign he could be handling arguments before the court.

In Trump’s initial request to the court, his attorneys claimed that the 
former president wanted to protect materials that were subject to a legal 
doctrine known as executive privilege, which can shield some presiden-
tial communications.

Trump’s legal team later narrowed its request by asking for a privilege 
review without explicitly referring to executive privilege - after many 
legal experts criticized the argument as illogical.

The Justice Department on Tuesday also echoed those sentiments.

Trump “has no property interest in any presidential records(including 

U.S. Justice Dept to face off against Trump legal 
team over seized records

An aerial view of former U.S. President Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago home after Trump 
said that FBI agents raided it, in Palm Beach, Florida, U.S. August 15, 2022. REUTERS/
Marco Bello/File Photo

Editor’s Choice

A man cools off in a fountain in Washington Square Park as people take part in 
the Queer Liberation March in New York City, New York. REUTERS/Jeenah 
Moon

Mailboxes are seen after Hurricane Ian caused widespread damage and flooding in Kissimmee, 
Florida, U.S., September 29, 2022. REUTERS/Joe Skipper

A fire is seen as demonstrators use makeshift shields during an anti-government 
protest amid a stalemate between the government of President Guillermo Lasso and 
largely indigenous demonstrators who demand an end to emergency measures, in 
Quito, Ecuador June 23. REUTERS/Adriano Machado

A partially submerged car and 
home are shown after Hurricane 
Ian caused widespread damage 
and flooding in Kissimmee, 
Florida, U.S., September 29, 
2022. REUTERS/Joe Skipper

A view of a flooded com-
munity after Hurricane Ian 
caused widespread destruc-
tion in Fort Myers, Florida, 
U.S., September 29, 2022. 
REUTERS/Marco Bello TPX 
IMAGES OF THE DAY

People gather near the rubble of 

a grandstand that collapsed in a 

bullring during the celebrations 

of the San Pedro festivities, in El 

Espinal, Colombia. REUTERS/

Cristian Parra
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Dr. Jonas Salk studies slides in his laboratory follow-
ing the invention of his pioneering polio vaccine, circa 
1957. (Photo/Three Lions-Hulton Archive-Getty Im-
ages/TNS) 
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern 
Daily Editor
New York state health officials have found indications 
of additional cases of polio virus in wastewater sam-
ples from two different counties, leading them to warn 
that hundreds of people may be infected with the po-
tentially serious virus.
Just two weeks ago, the New York Health Department 
reported the nation’s first case of polio in almost a de-
cade, in Rockland County, north of New York City. 
Officials said that case occurred in a previously healthy 
young adult who was unvaccinated and developed 
paralysis in their legs. Since then, three positive waste-
water samples from Rockland County and four from 
neighboring Orange County were discovered and ge-
netically linked to the first case, the health department 
said in a press release on Thursday, suggesting that the 
polio virus is being spread within local communities. 
The newest samples were taken from two locations in 
Orange County in June and July and one location in 
Rockland County in July.
“Based on earlier polio outbreaks, New Yorkers 
should know that for every one case of paralytic po-
lio observed, there may be hundreds of other people 
infected,” State Health Commissioner Dr. Mary T. 
Bassett said. “Coupled with the latest wastewater find-
ings, the Department is treating the single case of polio 
as just the tip of the iceberg of much greater potential 
spread. As we learn more, what we do know is clear: 
the danger of polio is present in New York today.” 

The health department reiterated that it is still investi-

gating the virus’ origin, and said that it is not yet clear 
whether the infected person in Rockland County was 
linked to the other cases.
Polio is “a serious and life-threatening disease,” the 
state health department said. It is highly contagious and 
can be spread by people who aren’t yet symptomatic. 
Symptoms usually appear within 30 days of infection, 
and can be mild or flu-like. Some people who are in-
fected may become paralyzed or die.
Before the polio vaccine was introduced in the 1950s, 
thousands of Americans died in polio outbreaks and 
tens of thousands, many of them children, were left 
with paralysis. After a successful vaccination cam-
paign, polio was officially declared eradicated in the 
U.S. in 1979. 
Unvaccinated New Yorkers are encouraged to get 
immunized right away, the health department said. 
Unvaccinated people who live, work or spend time 
in Rockland County, Orange County and the greater 
New York metropolitan area are at the greatest risk.

Most school-aged 
children have re-
ceived the polio 
vaccine, which is a 
four-dose course, 
started between 
6 weeks and 2 
months of age 

and followed by one shot at 4 months, one at 6 to 12 
months, and one between the ages of 4 and 6. Accord-
ing to the health department, about 60% of children 
in Rockland County have received three polio shots 
before their second birthday, as have about 59% in Or-
ange County — both below the 79% statewide figure. 
According to the CDC’s most recent childhood vacci-
nation data, about 93% of 2-year-olds in the U.S. had 
received at least three doses of polio vaccine.
Meanwhile, adults who are not vaccinated would 
receive a three-dose immunization, and those who 
are vaccinated but at high risk can receive a lifetime 
booster shot, according to the health department. The 
vaccine is 99% effective in children who receive the 
full four-dose regime, health officials said.
“It is concerning that polio, a disease that has been 
largely eradicated through vaccination, is now circulat-
ing in our community, especially given the low rates of 
vaccination for this debilitating disease in certain areas 
of our County,” Orange County Health Commis-
sioner Dr. Irina Gelman said. “I urge all unvaccinated 
Orange County residents to get vaccinated as soon as 
medically feasible.”

Rockland County Depart-
ment of Health Commis-
sioner Dr. Patricia Schnabel 
Ruppert issued a similar 

statement, calling on people who are not vaccinated to 
get the shots “immediately.”
Polio has rarely appeared in the U.S. since it was de-
clared eradicated over 40 years ago. The last reported 
case was brought by a traveler in 2013, according to 
The Associated Press. (Courtesy cbsnews.com)
Related

Bill Gates Warns That Polio FoundIn 
New York Is ‘A Threat To Us All’

A once-eradicated disease has reemerged in New 
York, and it’s spooking health officials and billionaire 
philanthropist Bill Gates.
On Aug. 4, New York health authorities announced 
they had detected polio in wastewater samples from 
two counties north of New York City. Officials called 
the results, along with a confirmed case of polio in 
New York’s Rockland County in July, the “tip of the 
iceberg” for a wider polio outbreak of the disease that 
can cause paralysis.

Microsoft cofounder Bill Gates, through the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation, has been a vocal advo-
cate for stamping out polio for years.
LEON NEAL—POO/AFP/GETTY IMAGES
Gates—a longtime champion of polio eradication—
weighed in Monday, calling the news an “urgent re-
minder” that “until we #EndPolio for good, it remains 
a threat to us all,” on Twitter.
“The global eradication strategy must be fully sup-
ported to protect people everywhere,” wrote Gates, a 
Microsoft cofounder and the world’s fifth-richest man 
with a net worth of $118 billion.
TWEET 
Bill Gates
 @BillGates
News that polio has been detected in New York waste-
water samples is an urgent reminder: until we #End-
Polio for good, it remains a threat to us all. The global 
eradication strategy must be fully supported to protect 
people everywhere.

Gates tweeted a simi-
lar warning about the 
threat of polio in July, 
after New York health 
authorities announced 
the discovery of a 
single case of paralytic 
polio in an unvaccinat-
ed young adult. 

Gates, through the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
has been a vocal advocate for eradicating polio for 
years. The foundation is one of several partners in the 
Polio Global Eradication Initiative (PGEI), alongside 
organizations like the World Health Organization, the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and 
the United Nations Children’s Fund (Unicef). The 
PGEI hopes to eradicate polio in the wild by 2026. 
The Gates Foundation has donated $4.2 billion to 
the GPEI, and in 2020 alone provided about 47% of 

the initiative’s total funds, making it the largest donor 
ahead of the U.S. government.
Despite new evidence of polio in New York, the 
campaign to eradicate the disease has been one of the 
world’s most successful public health initiatives. There 
were 350,000 cases of polio in 1988, when the GPEI 
was founded. That total has fallen to 688 in 2021. Two 
of polio’s three strains have been eradicated.

The World Health Organization considers polio to 
be endemic in Pakistan and Afghanistan, meaning 
that the poliovirus still exists in the wild. Outbreaks in 
other countries are either sparked by imported cases, 
or spread by an individual who received the oral polio 
vaccine, which uses a weakened, but not inactivated, 
poliovirus that can then infect unvaccinated individu-
als.
According to the CDC, many carriers of the poliovi-
rus are asymptomatic, and one in four will get flu-like 
symptoms. However, somewhere between one and 
five in a thousand cases can suffer from serious and 
life-threatening symptoms, like paralysis. Even those 
who recover can have symptoms like muscle weak-
ness and paralysis return years later in a long-lasting 
condition known as post-polio syndrome.
Rockland County has some of the lowest overall vac-
cination rates in New York State, including for polio, 
with only about 60% of young children getting the re-
quired three doses for full protection. In 2019 the coun-
ty was hit by a severe measles outbreak that forced the 
government to remove thousands of unvaccinated 
children from schools.

Efforts to fight the COVID-19 pandemic may be di-
verting resources away from public health campaigns 
like polio eradication. Global vaccination coverage for 
polio fell to 80% in 2021, down from 86% in 2019. 
On July 22, Gates called the drop in vaccination rates 
“heartbreaking” on Twitter, saying that “there’s a lot 
of work ahead to get back to, and eventually exceed, 
pre-pandemic vaccination levels.” (Courtesy https://
fortune.com/)
Related
Strongly Urging Immunization, New York State 

Department of Health Updates Citizens On                   

Polio Samples That Have Been Detected

Key Points
Following the Identification of a Paralytic Polio 
Case in Rockland County, More Virus Found in 
Environmental Samples in Rockland and Orange 
Counties - Evidence of Local Transmission
To Keep New Yorkers and Children Polio-Free, 
Unvaccinated New Yorkers Should Get Immu-
nized Right Away
Vaccines became available starting in 1955, and a 
national vaccination campaign cut the annual number 
of U.S. cases to less than 100 in the 1960s and few-
er than 10 in the 1970s, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. In 1979, polio was 
declared eliminated in the U.S., meaning there was no 
longer routine spread. Rarely, travelers with polio have 
brought infections into the U.S., with the last such case 
in 2013.                                                                                    
U.S. children are still routinely vaccinated against 
polio. Federal officials recommend four doses: to be 
given at 2 months of age; 4 months; at 6 to 18 months; 
and at age 4 through 6 years. Some states require only 
three doses.
According to the CDC’s most recent childhood vacci-
nation data, about 93% of 2-year-olds had received at 
least three doses of polio vaccine.
Polio spreads mostly from person to person or through 
contaminated water. It can infect a person’s spinal cord, 
causing paralysis and possibly permanent disability 
and death. The disease mostly affects children.

Dr. Jonas Salk, developer of the Salk polio vaccine, 
with vaccine viles in the mid 1950’s.

Polio is endemic in Afghanistan and Pakistan, al-
though numerous countries in Africa, the Middle East 
and Asia have also reported cases in recent years.
Rockland County, in New York City’s northern sub-
urbs, has been a center of vaccine resistance in recent 
years. A 2018-2019 measles outbreak there infected 
312 people.
Last month, health officials in Britain warned parents 
to make sure children have been vaccinated because 
the polio virus had been found in London sewage 
samples. No cases of paralysis were reported. (Cour-
tesy apa-az)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The Return Of Polio? Hundreds Of People 
Could Already Be Infected With Polio Virus

N.Y. Health Department Confirms 
First U.S. Polio Case Since 2013

BUSINESS

COMMUNITY

The Alief Neighborhood Center combines 
three City of Houston departments (Li-
brary, Parks, & Health) to create a civic 
center at the heart of the redeveloped 37-
acre urban park. Raised out of the flood-
plain, the building’s elevated ‘front porch’ 
frames a space for the diverse community 
to come together, share ideas, and express 
an identity unique to Alief. The Center is 
a model for resilient design in a post-hur-
ricane Harvey environment – a ‘Lilly-pad’ 
for those seeking shelter from the storm.                                                                                                                                        
BUILDING AWARDS-                                                                                                                
Rethinking The Future Awards 2020
First Award | Public Building (Concept)
The $52 million, 63,000-square-foot 
multi-purpose facility at 11903 Bellaire 
will combine a health clinic, commu-
nity center and library into one space. 
The structure, which will sit in 37-acre 
Alief Park, will consolidate the Hen-
nington-Alief Regional Library at 7979 
South Kirkwood and the park’s existing 
community center, both of which are ag-
ing. It also will replace the area’s Wom-
en, Infants and Children Center, which 
today leases space at 12660 Beechnut.                                                                                                                              
City council passed one item appropriat-
ing $4.8 million for contractor EYP Inc. to 
begin construction on the new center, and 
another item giving Manhattan Constric-
tion $100,000 for construction manage-
ment services. 
The 70,000sf 2-story new building is ele-
vated over a parking area providing con-
venient access to the building programs di-
rectly above. Health Department programs 
provided include W.I.C. (Special Supple-
mental Nutrition Program for Women, 
Infants, and Children), DAWN (Diabetes 

Aw a r e n e s s 
N e t w o r k ) 
that pro-
vides sup-
port for a 
variety of 
chronic ill-
nesses, and 
a Senior 
Center. The 
Parks De-
p a r t m e n t 
p r o g r a m s 
include a 
f u l l - s i z e 
competition 
g y m n a s i -
um with a 
p e r i m e t e r 
e l e v a t e d 
w a l k i n g 
track above, 
a commu-
nity fitness 
center and 
spaces to 
support youth after-school and summer 
programs. 

The library, located on the second 
floor, and accessed through a grand 
‘stair-a-torium’ in the lobby contains 
light-filled stack-space and reading 

areas with expansive views both to the 
park to the south and to the existing 
grove of preserved trees on the north. 
Directly adjacent to the library, HPL’s 
technology-rich TechLINK youth mak-
er-doer program contains spaces for col-
laboration, the ‘Tiny Techs’ children’s 
area, music recording studio, virtual 
reality stations, photo/video lab, and a 
maker space. 

Site amenities include a competition 
soccer field, two full-size practice 
soccer fields, two futsal courts (fast-
paced soccer played on a hard-surfaced 
smaller court) baseball field, skate 
park, tennis courts, children’s play-
ground, outdoor swimming pool facil-
ity, community gardens, a marketplace 
venue, and outdoor event space areas.                                                                                                 
The Alief Neighborhood Center is 

scheduled to open in early 2022.             

The Mission Of The Alief 
Neighborhood Center

To Foster A Culture Of Health          

To Create A Heart For Civic Engage-
ment

All In A Spirit of Shared Collaboration

With The Biggest Front Porch In Texas!
                                                                        

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

New Alief Neighborhood  Center Represents Future Cultural Reality Of Area 

Sponsored by the ITC Com-
munity Empowerment Orga-
nization with the collaboration 
of the SEONE Corporation, 
the Community Resource Cen-
ter opens its door on Tuesday, 
April 6, 2021, at the Southern 
News Group building. 
The mission of the Community 
Resource Center is to serve as a 
“one stop-shop” for the under-
served minority population in 
the southwest area of Houston. 
The Center will provide mem-
bers of the community with 
information that will empower 
them to improve their quality 
of life and to also serve as a 
way for participants to access 
the rich pool of resources avail-

able to them.

Southern News Group, 
Houston, Texas

Members of the community 
who have questions about any 
of the variety of issues the Cen-
ter will address are encouraged 
to schedule interviews with the 
Center. The Center will link the 
person with a professional who 
can best address their needs. 

The areas the Center will ad-
dress include disaster assis-
tance, loans and grants, small 
business development, tax 
information, immigration, le-
gal issues, workforce, housing 
and renting, veterans issues, 
medical, healthcare service, 
education, skills development, 
children and child welfare and 
city services.
The Center’s services will be 
led by senior educator, Dr. Tina 
Agosa and many other assis-
tants.

Related

Community Resource Center Opens
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