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Europe braces for more cuts in Russian 
oil and gas exports
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MOSCOW, Aug 22 (Reuters) - Europe faces fresh disruption 
to energy supplies due to damage to a pipeline system bring-
ing oil from Kazakhstan through Russia that was reported by 
the pipeline operator on Monday, adding to concerns over a 
plunge in gas supplies.

CPC, which handles about 1% of global oil and whose largest 
shareholder is Russian pipeline firm Transneft, said exports 
from two of its three mooring points at a Black Sea terminal 
had been suspended, confirming a Reuters report. read more

The West accuses Russia of restricting energy supplies to 
boost prices in retaliation for sanctions imposed after Mos-
cow’s invasion of Ukraine, which the Kremlin calls a special 
military operation. Russia denies this, blaming Western sanc-
tions themselves and various technical problems.

Russian natural gas supplies to Europe are down around 
75% year on year, with export company Gazprom last week 
announcing unscheduled maintenance on the Nord Stream 1 
pipeline, which runs under the Baltic Sea to Germany. 

Natural gas prices jumped on Monday, with outages at Nor-
wegian and UK gas fields adding to concerns.

British gas for immediate delivery was up 125 pence to 490 
pence per therm at 1730 GMT, while the day-ahead contract 
rose 123 pence to 484 p/therm.

Ukraine’s gas transmission system operator said it and the 
Polish gas pipeline system had the capacity to bring Russian 
gas to Europe and compensate for the Nord Stream halt. read 
more

Keep up on investment themes each week with Candace 
Browning, Head of BofA Global Research.

Gazprom (GAZP.MM) did not respond to a request for 
comment on whether it would increase gas exports via other 
routes.

CPC (Caspian Pipeline Consortium) said it had to suspend 
loadings from its SPM-1 and SPM-2 mooring points due to 
damage at “the attachment points of underwater sleeves to 
buoyancy tanks”.

It said loadings were only being processed from SPM-3 and 
so oil loading requests would have to be reduced.

Tengizchevroil (TCO), which represents Chevron (CVX.N) 
and Exxon (XOM.N) in Kazakhstan’s giant Tengiz project, 
said it was aware of temporary maintenance at CPC and its 
oil exports and output on its Tengiz oilfield were currently 
uninterrupted. read more

TCO has a lower output plan on its Tengiz oilfield in Au-
gust-September due to planned maintenance.

“CPC is a key export route for crude oil production from 
Kazakhstan to reach international markets and many coun-
tries rely on this critical transportation system for their energy 
security”, - Chevron said in a statement sent to Reuters.

TotalEnergies (TTEF.PA), which has a presence 
in Kazakhstan as well, also did not immediately 
respond to a request for comment, while Shell 
(SHEL.L) and Eni (ENI.MI), which are share-
holders in CPC, declined to comment.

DAMAGED TANKS
CPC said it planned to replace parts on the two 
affected SPMs and was looking for an organisa-
tion to carry out the work. The consortium did not 
give a timeline.

Two sources familiar with the matter told Reuters 
that one SPM can handle less than 70% of normal 
terminal capacity, leaving Kazakhstan, which 
uses CPC as a main route for its oil exports, with 
the prospect of having to cut output. read more

Kazakhstan had to cut oil production in the spring 
when CPC suspended loadings from two SPMs 
due to damage.

CPC has cut exports on several other occasions 
over the past six months.

CPC Blend crude oil exports had been set at 
5.026 million tonnes for August. The consortium 
has not given updated figures.

It said earlier this month that supplies via its sys-
tem were down significantly due to maintenance 
at Kazakhstan’s Kashagan and Tengiz projects. 
Lower output from the oilfields could limit the 

disruption from the SPM outages, the two sources 
said, but added they could become a major issue 
as output ramps up after the maintenance. read 
more

CPC’s disruptions this year have led some oil 
producers to negotiate alternative supply routes. 
read more

The main shareholders in CPC are Transneft 
(TRNF_p.MM), (24%), Kazakhstan’s KazMunay-
Gas (19%), Chevron Caspian Pipeline Consortium 
Company (15%), LUKARCO B.V (12.5%), Mobil 
Caspian Pipeline Company (7.5%), Rosneft-Shell 
Caspian Ventures Limited (7.5%) and Eni Interna-
tional (N.A.) N.V. S.ar.l. (2%).

An interior view shows a new pumping station 
of the Caspian Pipeline Consortium (CPC) near 
the city of Atyrau, Kazakhstan October 12, 2017. 
REUTERS/Mariya Gordeyeva



CC66English
星期二       2022年8月23日       Tuesday, August 23, 2022

U.S. and Chinese officials are working to arrange the
first face-to-face meeting between President Biden
and President Xi.

We all hope the two leaders will sit down and talk
about the world’s pressing issues. We don’t want to
see the relationship between China and the U.S.
deteriorate any further.

Today the world is facing many problems including
war, food shortages, Covid-19 and climate change.
Unless we all work together, the situation will only get
worse.
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Political Showdown In BaliPolitical Showdown In Bali
Indonesian president Joko
Widodo said both China’s
President Xi and Russia’s
President Putin would attend
the G20 conference that will
be setting up a political
showdown in Indonesia.

The White House has not
formally announced Biden’s
travel to Asia for the
conference, but officials say
he is expected to attend. This
conference is the first
meeting of the G20 countries
since Russia invaded
Ukraine along with the
increased tension around the
issue of Taiwan.

Editor’s Choice

A competitor runs up the “gostra”, a pole covered in lard, during the week-
long celebrations of the religious feast of St. Julian, patron of the town of St. 
Julian’s, Malta. REUTERS/Darrin Zammit Lupi

A migrant plays with a ball on his sixth day waiting for a safe port to disembark on board of 
NGO Proactiva Open Arms Uno rescue boat in central Mediterranean Sea. REUTERS/Juan 
Medina

A boy cries outside his classroom on the first day of in-person classes at a public school in San 
Juan City, Philippines. REUTERS/Eloisa Lope

Ukrainian military officers trav-
el on a Wheeled-BTR fighting 
vehicle, as Russia’s attack on 
Ukraine continue, in Krama-
torsk, Donetsk region, Ukraine. 
REUTERS/Ammar Awad

Police officers stand guard 
as supporters of Kenya’s 
opposition leader and pres-
idential candidate Raila 
Odinga, of the Azimio 
La Umoja (Declaration 
of Unity) One Kenya 
Alliance, gather while his 
legal team prepares to file 
a petition challenging the 
presidential election result 
at the Supreme Court in 
Nairobi, Kenya. REU-
TERS/Thomas Mukoya

62-year-old Ukrainian Arkadii 
drives a car after leaving his de-
stroyed house, as Russia’s attack 
on Ukraine continues, in Toretsk, 
Donetsk region, Ukraine. REU-
TERS/Ammar Awad
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Caterpillar is one of the world’s largest producers 
of construction and industrial equipment.
One of the world’s largest industrial companies is relo-
cating a major division to Irving that will bring hundreds 
of jobs. Caterpillar Inc. — the international manufacturer 
of construction and mining equipment, engines, genera-
tors and locomotives — is consolidating workers from 
its Electric Power Division in Las Colinas. Caterpillar is 
taking “multiple floors” in the landmark Williams Square 
high-rise complex on O’Connor Boulevard near Carpen-
ter Freeway.
The company plans to shift functions and hundreds of 
jobs now in California, Arizona and Indiana to the new 
location in North Texas.
Jason E. Kaiser — now based in Lafayette, Ind., and vice 
president of Caterpillar’s Electric Power Division — will 
head the new Texas office.
“We are excited to consolidate the Electric Power leader-
ship and support teams together in Irving, Texas,” Kaiser 
said in a statement. “Our new office in Williams Square 
will play an integral role in supporting Caterpillar’s long-
term strategic goal to remain a leader in our industry.
“This location is home to a highly skilled workforce and 
provides global access to our customers and dealers with 
centralized proximity to D-FW and Love Field airports.”

The Caterpillar division manufactures and sells products 
including generators, switching gear and other equipment 
to industrial, utility and business clients. The division has 
previously had major offices in locations including San 
Diego, Tucson and Lafayette, Ind.
“The capacity of the office will be determined by business 
needs for the groups based there,” Caterpillar’s Sara Weitz 
said in an email. “While members of the Electric Power 
team are located globally, leadership has previously been 
based in locations such as Houston, Texas, and Atlanta, 
Georgia.

“Employees will locate in the D-FW office from several 
Caterpillar locations and we also expect to hire some em-
ployees locally.”
Caterpillar is the first big-name business tent to make a 
move to the iconic Williams Square property since the 
owners launched a multimillion-dollar makeover of the 
property. The four-building development was constructed 
in the 1980s and has more than 1.4 million square feet of 
offices. The buildings are owned by Apollo Global Real 
Estate of New York and Vanderbilt Partners of Chicago.

The company has about 120 people in its Irving 
office at Williams Square in Irving.
The city of Irving is also beginning an $8 million redo of 
the public plaza Williams Square with its popular Mus-
tangs of Las Colinas sculpture. The project will add more 
public gathering space with lawns, trees, landscaping and 
seating areas. Caterpillar plans to move into the Las Coli-
nas location early next year, said Bill Brokaw, senior vice 
president of Hillwood Urban, which operates and leases 
the properties.
Brokaw said the redevelopment of Las Colinas’ center-
piece corporate campus helped land the Caterpillar deal, 
which has been in the works since 2019.

Signage inside the offices of Caterpillar Inc. at 
Williams Square in Irving.
A big part of it was the amenities and the investment that is 
being put in with the new mustang plaza and the location,” 
Brokaw said. “This is really a win for the Metroplex and 
Irving.”
Caterpillar is still working out the details and size of the 
office, which is being designed by Dallas architect Cor-
gan. All Brokaw would say is that “it’s more than a couple 
of floors.”
The office space Caterpillar is taking previously housed 
operations for Pioneer Natural Resources, which moved 

to a new headquarters campus in Las Colinas last year. 
Williams Square includes a 26-story central tower, two 
14-story towers and an adjacent five-story office building.
“We are thrilled to welcome Caterpillar to Irving-Las Co-
linas and look forward to developing a strong relationship 
that spurs job creation and community investment while 
providing the Caterpillar team with all that our vibrant 
community has to offer,” Irving Mayor Rick Stopfer said 
in a statement. “Our diverse economy, access to talent and 
excellent quality of life will benefit the team moving to the 
region.”

Brokaw and Karch Schreiner of Hillwood negotiated the 
Caterpillar lease with Ned Franke and Matt Heidelbaugh 
of Cushman & Wakefield.
With more than $41 billion in annual revenues, Caterpillar 
is one of the world’s largest industrial companies. Found-
ed in 1925, the firm has more than 97,000 global employ-
ees. In 2017, Caterpillar moved its longtime headquarters 
from Peoria, Ill., to a new location in suburban Chicago 
near O’Hare International Airport.
With more than 60% of its business outside the United 
States, the company said it needed to be close to an inter-
national air hub. It’s not a headquarters move, but Brokaw 
said Caterpillar’s commitment to Las Colinas is another 
sign of North Texas’ appeal to business.
“This is another signal to the country that D-FW is a 
hub for companies to relocate,” Brokaw said. “This is a 
high-quality, great name tenant and we couldn’t be more 
excited about them choosing Williams Square.
“We know there are a lot more people looking at the re-
gion.”

Caterpillar’s Product Line Includes                                                
A  Large Selection Of Heavy Duty Equipment 

The company has about 120 workers now in an Irving 
office and Caterpillar spokeswoman Kate Kenny said the 
size of its local workforce will depend on future business 
needs. The international manufacturer of construction and 
mining equipment, engines, generators and locomotives 
has had a presence in Texas since the 1960s.
“We believe it’s in the best strategic interest of the compa-
ny to make this move, which supports Caterpillar’s strate-
gy for profitable growth as we help our customers build a 
better, more sustainable world,” said chairman and CEO 
Jim Umpleby in a statement.
Caterpillar, which posted $51 billion in revenue last year, 
will become the fifth-largest public company headquar-
tered in North Texas. It will trail only Exxon Mobil, McK-
esson, AT&T and Energy Transfer. Exxon is moving its 
Dallas-Fort Worth headquarters to the Houston area next 
year. The move will make D-FW home to 24 Fortune 500 
companies. Ten of those will be in Irving, which bills itself 
as the “headquarters of headquarters” city. Dallas-based 
Builders FirstSource recently announced its relocation to 
Irving. Caterpillar didn’t request incentives for the head-
quarters move, Kenny said.
Beth Bowman, president and CEO of Irving-Las Colinas 
Chamber of Commerce and Irving Economic Devel-
opment Partnership, said companies choose Irving and 
D-FW overall because of their business-friendly environ-
ment, favorable tax structure and the people. 

Jason Kaiser (left), vice president of Caterpillar 
Inc. with responsibility for its electric power divi-
sion, and Jaime Mineart, general manager for re-
tail electric power solutions, spoke with the media 
in May during a tour of Caterpillar’s Williams 
Square offices in Irving.
“Our focus is to make sure Caterpillar, their entire team 
within their global headquarters, know that they are com-

ing into a community that wants them and we look for-
ward to integrating them,” Bowman said.
Gov. Greg Abbott said the company’s relocation is a “tes-
tament to the boundless opportunity Texas has to offer.” 
He noted that the move means Texas will be home to 54 
Fortune 500 companies.
“Businesses of all sizes and people from all backgrounds 
can grow and succeed in the Lone Star State because we 
champion a world-class economic environment fueled 
by the lowest business operating costs in the nation, a rea-
sonable regulatory environment and a lower cost of living 
coupled with an exceptional quality of life,” Abbott said 
in a statement.
Kenny, the company’s global media and public affairs 
manager, cited talent attraction as a key reason for the 
move.
“We believe being in the Dallas Fort-Worth market will 
give us the ability to attract new talent and provide addi-
tional career opportunities for our current employees to aid 
in retention,” Kenny said. “The Irving location provides 
global access to our employees, customers and dealers 
with close proximity to two major airports.”
Caterpillar’s office in Irving’s landmark Williams Square 
gives employees a mix of downtown Dallas and subur-
ban residential areas and a range of housing price points 
and high-quality school districts, Kenny said.

In 2017, the company moved its global headquarters 
from Peoria, Ill., to Deerfield, Ill., taking over the former 
headquarters of a premium spirits maker. At the time, Cat-
erpillar did not receive any incentives from Deerfield or 
the state, according to the Chicago Tribune. There are 230 
employees at the Deerfield office, which Kenny said the 
company expects to relocate to Irving over time. She said 
the company will keep its Deerfield office lease to allow 
for a smoother transition.
Caterpillar employed 107,700 workers globally last year, 
with 63,400 located outside the United States. Its largest 
business segments are construction industries, which gen-
erated $22.1 billion last year, and energy and transporta-
tion, which brought in $20.3 billion. It also has a financing 
arm. Over 62% of the company’s sales and revenue come 
from outside the country and over 4 million Caterpillar 
products operate around the world. There are 124 Texas 
jobs currently posted at Caterpillar’s career site, with roles 
in Irving, Seguin, Houston and more locations throughout 
the state. Last year, the company consolidated workers 
from its electric power division in Las Colinas.
North Texas is gaining the corporate headquarters of a 
company “positioned to capitalize on an economic re-
covery, with infrastructure stimulus augmenting 2023 
growth,” according to Bloomberg Intelligence industrials 
analyst Christopher Ciolino. The infrastructure funding 
could create a $27 billion to $38 billion revenue oppor-
tunity for construction equipment manufacturers over the 
next five years.
Caterpillar’s dealer network includes 44 locations in the 
U.S. and 116 outside the country. (Courtesy www.dallas-
news.com/)
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Company Offices Now Located In Several States 
Will Be Combined In The Las Colinas Office 

Industrial Giant Caterpillar Picks 
North Texas For Division Move, 

Hundreds Of Job Openings
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The Future Of Farming Is Here -         
High-Tech Brings Agriculture            

Into The 21st Century

The Fourth Industrial Revolution

Robots, Drones And Sensors                                        
Are Changing The Way We Farm

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
Last spring, farmer Brian Tischler was 
sitting in his tractor when he had an idea. 
What if his tractor was fully autonomous? 
Thanks to AgOpenGPS – a software he 
developed that tracks where crops are 
seeded – he’s had more time to think of 

Tischler began creating on the spot, envi-
sioning features for the autonomous trac-
tor like remote control via smartphone, the 
ability to sense obstacles, and geolocation 

Across the farming industry, tech inno-
vations like Tischler’s are revolutioniz-

ing the way agriculture is done. These 
applications come at a critical time. The 
world population is expected to swell to 
9.8 billion by 2050. Climate change and 
infectious disease are looming threats to 
livestock production and crop yield.
Tischler made the tractor program open 
source, sharing it online so farmers from 
across the globe can download and devel-
op additions. Tischler, who recently won 
the 2018 ASTech Award for Outstanding 
Achievement in Agricultural Innovation, 
views the software as a way of giving 
back to the farming community. A lot of 

leading-edge technology is not affordable 
for smaller operations.

“What inspires me is connecting with oth-
er people who share how they’re using 
[the software],” says Tischler.

Such innovations have made the $3 tril-

and productive. In recent years, there have 
been varied applications of agriculture 
technology: crop-watering drones, soft-
ware that uses satellites to manage nut and 
citrus orchards, virtual trials of new farm-
ing techniques, genomics testing that can 
ward off food contamination, and more.
Recent innovations have made the $3 

resourceful and productive.
The DJI “Agricultural Wonder Drone” 
makes it possible for a single farmer to 
feed or spray pesticide on as much as 80 
acres of crops a day. By comparison, a 
worker on foot may cover less than one 
acre in the same amount of time. Using the 

by walking through it and the unit’s con-

In Canada, the R2B2 team of scientists are 
researching rural connectivity and preci-
sion agriculture. Their studies utilize dig-
ital devices, applications, and databases 
of geospatial techniques to analyze and 

R2B2 looks at how wireless optimization 
and tools like sensors and drones support 
sustainable farming practices. For exam-
ple, by using sensors to measure moisture 
and nutrients in the soil, farmers avoid 

and pesticides, saving money and protect-
ing the environment.

Using linked technologies, a connected 
farm can also employ solar wireless de-
vices like Ecorobotix, a solar-powered 
weeding robot. Dr. Helen Hambly, R2B2’s 
lead scientist explains, “In the next gener-
ation of farming, there is a lot of monitor-
ing done through connected and wireless 
devices. Wireless has changed things sub-
stantially.”
These innovations come at a critical time, 
as the world population is expected  to 
swell and  climate change and infectious 

disease are looming threats to livestock 
production and crop yield.
Many farmers have adopted precision ag-
riculture practices. Christian Gastón Pal-
maz, CEO of Napa’s Palmaz Vineyards, 
created VIGOMany farmers have adopted 
precision agriculture practices. Christian 
Gastón Palmaz, CEO of Napa’s Palmaz 
Vineyards, created VIGOR (Vineyard 
Infrared Growth Optical Recognition), 
smart software that marries infrared im-
agery with soil moisture measurements. 
The algorithmic approach ensures that the 
vines grow at the same rate and that the 
exact amount of water needed is used–re-
ducing water use by an estimated 20 per-
cent.
Palmaz says, “Big data analytics has had 
a profound impact on understanding and 
addressing slight amounts of difference, 
which would otherwise propagate over 
time.”

Technology can also help manage live-
stock wellness and reproduction. Remote 
Insights developed ear tags that moni-
tor sows’ behavior, movements, eating 
and drinking. The data is collected and 
analyzed to check that the animal has a 
healthy appetite and normal mobility. 
Moocall created monitors to check when a 
female cow is in heat and a pregnant one is 
ready to give birth. Such forward-thinking 
equipment can save a farmer numerous 

There’s palpable excitement within the 

possibilities, strengthening old farming 
traditions, by using technology to answer 
existing needs. As Hambly says, “This 
is the farming of the future.” (Courtesy 
https://www.verizon.com)
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