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Biden says he 1s ‘doing well,” working after
testing positive for COVID

WASHINGTON, July 21 (Reuters) - Joe Biden,
the oldest person ever to serve as president of the
United States, has tested positive for COVID-19,
is experiencing mild symptoms and will continue
working but in isolation, the White House said on
Thursday.

Biden, 79, has a runny nose, fatigue and an
occasional dry cough, symptoms which he began
to experience late on Wednesday, White House
physician Kevin O’Connor said in a note released
on Thursday. Biden has begun taking the antiviral
treatment Paxlovid, O’Connor said.

Fully vaccinated and twice boosted, Biden said he
was “doing well” in a video posted on his Twitter
account. In the 21-second clip, he also said he was
“getting a lot of work done” and would continue
with his duties.

A photograph on his Twitter account showed him
smiling, wearing a blazer and sitting at a desk
with papers.

White House COVID coordinator, Dr. Ashish Jha,
said Biden’s oxygen levels were normal and the

president would isolate for five days and return to
public events once he had a negative COVID test.

¢ Como estas protegiendo tu motor de alto millaje?
Maximiza la vida del motor con el aceite de motor
Valvoline High Mileage y protégelo del calor, el

desgaste, la friccion y los depositos. Aprende mas.

Biden became ill at a time when his administra-
tion is grappling with soaring inflation, global
supply challenges, mass shootings and Russia’s
land assault on Ukraine.

His illness forced cancellation of a trip to Penn-
sylvania where Biden intended to lay out plans to
ask Congress for $37 billion for crime prevention
programs.

The White House provided an unusually detailed
account of the president’s morning activities, in-
cluding a series of phone calls to political allies.

PAXLOVID

The Pfizer Inc (PFE.N) antiviral drug Paxlovid
that Biden is taking has been shown to reduce
the risk of severe disease by nearly 90% in high
risk patients if given within the first five days of
infection.

But Paxlovid has in some cases been associated
with rebound infections, in which patients im-
prove quickly and test negative after a five-day
course of the drug, with symptoms returning days
later.

Dr. Bruce Farber, chief of infectious diseases at

Northwell Health in New York, who is not treating
the president, said Paxlovid is likely the only treat-
ment Biden will get, unless his symptoms worsen.

“Elderly people are more at risk for developing
complications from COVID,” Farber said. “It
dramatically is lower if you’ve been vaccinated and
doubly boosted, which he has been, so I anticipate
he will do very well.”

At Biden’s last physical in November 2021, doctors
reported that the president has atrial fibrillation,

a common irregular heartbeat for which he takes
Eliquis, a drug designed to prevent blood clots and
reduce the risk of heart attacks and stroke.

Jha said Biden will stop taking Eliquis and the sta-
tin Crestor while on his Paxlovid treatment to avoid
a negative interaction between the drugs.

HARRIS, PELOSI TEST NEGATIVE

Multiple members of Biden’s administration and
other senior figures in Washington have tested posi-
tive for the coronavirus in recent months, including
Vice President Kamala Harris and House of Rep-
resentatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi, both of whom
have since tested negative and resumed working.

While many Americans have moved on from the
strict precautions of the pandemic’s early months,
returning to offices and schools and resuming sum-

mer travel, the virus has been spreading rapidly.

U.S. cases are up more than 25% in the last month, ac-
cording to CDC data, with the BA.5 subvariant taking
hold.

Evading the immune protection afforded either by vac-
cination or prior infection, BA.5 has been the dominant
subvariant in the United States since at least early July

and has driven a surge of new infections globally. read

more

More than 1 million people have died from COVID in
the United States. Most of those deaths, some 600,000,
happened after Biden took office in January 2021 at the
peak of a major wave of the disease.

‘GET VACCINATED NOW”

Biden set up strict COVID-19 safety protocols at the
White House, urged Americans to take the virus seri-
ously and campaigned for everyone to get fully vacci-
nated.

He is tested regularly for the disease and anyone who
meets with him or travels with him is tested before-
hand, the White House has said. Biden had last tested
negative on Tuesday.

He has stopped wearing a mask at public events in
recent months, and the White House dropped its mask
requirement ahead of his March 1 State of the Union
Address.

WEA LEE'S GLOBAL NOTES

| came to San Antonio to pay my
respects and mourn the founder of the
Carson Advertising company, Mr. Paul
Carson. We have been doing business
with them over the past several years.

Paul Carson was born in San Antonio
83 years ago. He and his son John had
been running a very successful business
in Houston. Paul had a full and wonderful
life with a beautiful family.

San Antonio is located in the south
central part of Texas. It is the second
largest city in Texas with a population of
over 1.5 million. When the Spanish
explorers arrived in this area in 1619, it
was on the holy day of St. Anthony, Saint
Padua in Portugal, so the city is named
after St. Anthony. Lackland Air Force Base

Latino.

gathering places for tourists.

take care and heal their scars.
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This Injured City Is Still Full Of Vitality

is located here. Due to the influence of the Spanish and Mexican
cultures, the city is full of Latin culture. More than half of the residents are

This southern city welcomes more than 20 million tourists annually
and you can feel the atmosphere of Native Americans and ancient
Mexico here. Walking along the River Walkyou can taste the best
cuisines from different worlds. The Alamo and SeaWorld are popular

Unfortunately, the town of Uvalde is nearby. It suffered the tragic
school shooting massacre in which twenty—one lives were lost due to a
teenager killer. This tragedy covered the whole city and the nation with so much grief.

This afternoon | walked into this injured and beautiful city and saw the bustling crowds. We just don’ t know
how to explain the ugly side of human beings. This severely damaged town needs our prayers and blessings to

Wea H. Lee

Wealee@scdaily.com
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Brazil’s Jucilene Sales De Lima in action during World Athletics Champion-
ships Women’s Javelin Throw qualification. REUTERS/Kai Pfaffenbach

Crystal Palace’s Wilfried Zaha in action during a Premier League match versus Arsenal at
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Selhurst Park, London, Britain, April 4. REUTERS/David Klein

Women cover their faces as
a health worker fumigates a
residential neighborhood during
a drive to prevent the spread of

Editor’s Choice

SENSITIVE MATERIAL.
THIS IMAGE MAY OFFEND
OR DISTURB A man holds
the hand of his 13 year-old son,
who was killed by a Russian
military strike, as Russia’s
attack on Ukraine continues, in
Kharkiv, Ukraine. REUTERS/
Sofiia Gatilova

A model poses for a photographer backstage ahead of the Ferreira Couture catwalk show at

Malta Fashion Week in Valletta, Malta. REUTERS/Darrin Zammit Lupi

Actor Brad Pitt arrives at
the UK premiere of ‘Bullet
Train’ in London, Britain.

mosquito-borne diseases fol- REUTERS/Peter Nicholls
lowing recent rainfall and water
logging, in Ahmedabad, India,
July 20, 2022. REUTERS/Amit
Dave
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Russza War On Water Il’l Ukmm e said Peter Gleick, co-founder of the Pacific Institute, a A Yemeni child carries  to Iraqand by around 40 per cent to Syria.

WATER AS A WEAPON OF WAR

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Key Point
Water is becoming increasingly scarce —
and an even more powerful weapon in war,
scientists warn.

In Russia’s war on Ukraine, water is both a target and
aweapon.

Just three days after the start of the latest invasion,
Russian forces destroyed a dam in Ukraine’s Kherson
region that had blocked water access to Russian-an-
nexed Crimea.

In Mariupol, a city in southeastern Ukraine, Russian
soldiers shut off local water supply as part of a brutal
siege on the city, leaving the trapped population with-
outaccess to safe drinking water or sanitation. The city
fell into Russian hands earlier this week.

Moscow has made a point of targeting water infra-
structure — including pipes, sewage treatment plants
and pumping stations — in air strikes across the entire
country, according to Tobias von Lossow, a research
fellow at Dutch think tank Clingendael. Blockading
water supplies for local populations, as Russian forc-
es did in Mariupol, has also proven to be a powerful
tactic.

“Three months on, we see a humanitarian catastrophe
and the starvation of cities — Mariupol or also Myko-
laiv [a city in southem Ukraine], which has been with-
out water for over a month,” said von Lossow. “The
situation is particularly worrying in the heavily embat-
tled or occupied territories in the east and the south.”

Residents carry drinking water collected from
a supply truck in the southern Ukrainian city of
Mykolaiv. (Photo/Genya Savilov/AFP via Getty
Imagesimages)

The EU’s foreign policy chief Josep Borrell and Com-
missioner for the Environment Virginijus SinkeviCius
in March accused Russia of “using the threat of dehy-
dration to force the surrender of [Mariupol] and deny-
ing access to the most basic needs.”

A Broken Taboo

Attacks on civilian water infrastructure violate interna-
tional conventions. But the tactic has become increas-
ingly common over the past decade, particularly in the
Middle East, and it’s one that Russia also routinely re-
lies on, according to Ashok Swain, UNESCO’s chair
of intemational water cooperation.

“Thirst can kill—and so can hunger—
when essential agriculture goes dry.”
“Asacloseally to the regime in Damascus, Russia has
contributed to this weaponization of water in Syria, for
example with attacks on pumping stations,” said von
Lossow. “The Syrian regime and some of the oppo-
sition forces and also external actors kind of standard-
ized the weaponization of water. We then saw similar

cases in Yemen and in Libya.”
The tactic is attractive not only for its rapid impact, but
also for demoralizing targeted populations, said Mark
Zeitoun, director general of the Geneva Water Hub, a
think tank.
Water Conflicts Are on the Rise
Number of water conflicts worldwide by region”
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Blocked access to water — or its contamination as a
result of shelling of infrastructure like chemical sites—
can also do long-term damage to a country’s economy.
The United Nations Environment Program wamed in
2018 that the Donbas region was “‘on the precipice of
an ecological catastrophe fueled by air, soil and water
pollution from the combustion of large amounts of
ammunition in the fighting and flooding at industrial
plants.”

“With hundreds of chemical, metallurgical and mining
sites, atomic energy plants and nuclear waste dumps
spread across Ukraine, the risks of water-bome dis-
eases caused by water contamination are high,” said
Juliane Schillinger, a researcher at the University of
Twente in the Netherlands.

Valuable Water

Weaponizing water is particularly effective when it is
scarce or when a country — such as Ukraine, known
as Europe’s breadbasket — is a heavily dependent on
agriculture and irrigation.

-~ will increasingly play
—a role in conflicts,”

global water think tank.
According to the United Nations, nearly 6 billion peo-
ple will suffer from clean water scarcity by 2050. Over
half of the world’s projected 9.7 billion people will live
in waterstressed regions by then, MIT researchers
found.
“We're seeing more and more violence associated
with water, as water becomes more scarce and more
urgent and as climate change affects how much water
we get and where we get it,” said Gleick, who tracks
these conflicts in the World Water Chronology data-
base. (Courtey https:/svww.politico.ew/arti)

Water Emerges As Weapon Of War In

Ukraine And Beyond

At the beginning of the war in Ukraine, Russian forc-
es destroyed a concrete dam in southem Ukraine.
Ukrainians had built the structure in 2014, after Russia
illegally annexed Crimea, with the aim of blocking
Dnieper River water that had flowed to Crimea since
the Soviet era and diverting it to the Ukrainian city of
Kherson.
It is unclear whether the attack on the dam was Rus-
sia’s way of settling a score in the early days of its
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine, but it highlights how
disrupting an enemy’s access to water can be an espe-
cially vicious tactic of war, and since water makes food
production possible, how it can be used with devastat-
ing impact on civilians.

e According to the
- ‘water-focused
] think tank Pacific
Institute, there have
~been a number of

. ;«\,. . “the world this year
where  military
action has destroyed water supply. In addition to the
dam in Ukraine, there was an airstrike that hit water
tanks in Yemen and an assault by the insurgent group
Al-Shabaab on water supply in Somalia, which killed
10 soldiers and injured 15. In Mall, attacks on villag-
es took out water infrastructure and killed four, and
in Palestine, the Israeli military destroyed agricultural
facilities that included a water tank. In Syria, a country
already suffering through years of war and drought,
Russian warplanes wrecked a water station and also
wounded a worker.
““The basic idea of war is that it’s organized violence
and to use the threat of force to compel people,” said
Matthew Schmidt, an associate professor of national
security and political science at the University of New
Haven. “Because we have to drink water to survive,
it’s always been a weapon of war.”” After post-World
War II human-rights accords, the instances where
water was used as a weapon subsided. With climate
change making drought likelier and water scarcer, that
might be starting to shift, Schmidt said. “There was a
moral sense that we shouldn’t do that. In Ukraine, you
ponder whether Russia has broken that taboo.”
Ukraine is known as Europe’s “breadbasket”, and a
global hunger catastrophe looms as war pinches the
country’s harvests of staples such as wheat and sun-
flower oil. North Affica and the Middle East are es-
pecially vulnerable because they’re big customers of
Ukrainian agriculture. Water, of course, has a lot to do
with farming.

empty jerricans amid

Yemeni port city of Hodeidah. (Photo/AFP VIA
GETTY IMAGES)
Human life is unimaginable without water. World-
wide, 2.2 billion people don’t have access to safe
water, which makes them more vulnerable to malnu-
trition and death. Better water, sanitation and hygiene
could prevent at least 9% of global disease and 6%
of global deaths, according to the Centers of Disease
Control and Prevention. Conflict is a major driver of
insecure access to clean and safe water. Water can be a
source of conflict and at the same time a resource that
becomes scarcer in conflict.
Since 2020, the Pacific Institute has tracked more
than 200 instances of water-related conflict, compared
to 629 total in the entire decade prior. Peter Gleick, a
senior fellow at the institute and its president-emeritus,
says it’s only a matter of time before climate change
pushes even more tension to the surface. Gleick ex-
pects that eventually conflicts over water will pop up
in America.
“Reservoirs are low. The snowpack is disappearing at
arecord rate. We’re going to see conflicts in the sense
that farmers and cities are not getting all of the water
that they want,” Gleick said. “When there’s a shortfall,
everybody tries to find somebody else’s water:”” (Cour-
tesy forbes.com)

In Syria, Water Has Been Used As

A Weapon Of War

In an area of northern Syria, already struck
by desertification which has been dramati-
cally intensified by the global climate crisis,
water is being used as a weapon of war.
KEY POINT
Turkey is restricting access to a vital life source
for thousands of people in northeast Syria. A new
crowdfuinder is raising money for water
infirastructure in the region.

Turkey invaded Rojava in October 2019 after Trump
announced US military withdrawal from the region.
Turkish forces bombed the main water station on the
first day of the invasion of Serckaniye (a city whose
name, in Kurdish, means ‘fountainhead’, or ‘water
source’) and surrounding towns and villages. Since
then, the water has been shut-off on five further occa-
sions, denying more than 650,000 people of access to
water, just as the Covid-19 pandemic hit. In addition to
this, Turkey has dammed the rivers which flow from
Turkey into Syria and Iraq, detaining water inside its
own borders, causing a big reduction in the flow of
water to the wider region—by an estimated 80 per cent

In response to the ongoing crisis, UK-based co-oper-
ative the Solidarity Economy Association (SEA) has
come together with a number of other international
organizations and women’s structures in Rojava to
launch a big crowdfunding campaign for water infra-
structure and women’s co-operatives in the region. It
aims to raise £100,000 ($123,463). The #Water4Ro-
java crowdfunding campaign launched on 16 May
and reached £25,000 ($30,865) in the first week. The
campaign is also being match funded up to the first
£50,000 and is being supported by well-known fig-
ures, including British actress Maxine Peak, David
Graeber, Debbie Bookchin, Janet Biehl and world-re-
nowned photographer Joey Lawrence.

Since the subsequent invasion and occupation of
Serekaniye and Tel Abyad in late 2019, water is now
being weaponized and water infrastructure targeted
as never before

‘Most of the water sources in the region were in Ser-
ekaniye and we lost them with the invasion,” explains
Heval Armanc fiom Aborya Jin (Women’s Econ-
omy) — an autonomous women’s economic body in
northeast Syria.

“We have been struggling a lot more since we lost ac-
cess to the water resources. We have some women’s
economy projects, like our project in Derik (another
city in Rojava), where we are digging wells, planting
trees and building houses. With all that we do, we are
mindful about nature and not to cause any harm.”
Turkey controls 90 per cent of the waterflow of the Eu-
phrates, and around 44 per cent of the Tigris, the two
main rivers of the region. Since 1992, the government
has built 22 major dams which hold back the headwa-
ters of these two great rivers. Within Turkey’s borders,
hundreds of towns and villages have been submerged
and (mostly Kurdish) residents forced into cities and
away from traditional ways of life. Downstream in
Iraq, regions such as the ecologically and culturally
unique Mesopotamian Marshes and the Marsh Arabs
who depend on them for subsistence are also at threat
of extinction.

‘Local women and
 children fetch wa-
ter from a reservoir

In Syna, kaeyhasbeendlmcﬂyatwarmﬂlthepre—
dominantly Kurdish population of the northern regions
since its invasion and continued occupation of Afiin in
early 2018. This is now escalating since the subsequent
invasion and occupation of Serekaniye and Tel Abyad
in late 2019, and water is now being weaponized and
water infrastructure targeted as never before.

The local Directorate of Water, the citizen-led mu-
nicipalities, the Women’s Economy, local charities
and NGOs, all have plans for altemative measures
to provide water, but pressures such as an economic
embargo on the region and food insecurity caused by
the depleted water supply, climate change and the on-
going conflict, mean that there are not enough funds to
goahead with all the projects. That’s where Water4Ro-

java can help. (Courtesy https:/newint.org/f)
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The Return Of Measles

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Measles — declared eradicated in the U.S.
in 2000 — has roared back at a record pace
this year.

Why it matters: Most Americans have no
firsthand experience with measles and that
lack of familiarity, along with the online
success of the anti-vaccine movement, is
giving a deadly but easily preventable virus
an opening to spread.

UPDATE:

*695 confirmed cases of measles in 22
states.

*More than 70 new confirmed cases re-
ported in just the past week.

*5 states reporting ongoing outbreaks as of
Monday (at least 3 cases in one place counts
as an outbreak).

We may be a victim of our own success
in squelching what used to be a ubiquitous
virus that is extremely contagious.
*According to the CDC, prior to 1963, be-
tween 3 to 4 million were infected each year
and nearly all children got measles by the
time they were 15 years old.

*A CDC spokesperson tells Axios that
among reported cases, an estimated 400
to 500 people died annually prior to wide-
spread vaccination, 48,000 were hospital-
ized and 1,000 suffered encephalitis (swell-
ing of the brain) from measles.

Now, due in large part to vaccination ef-
forts that began in 1963, most Americans

have no experience with the virus.

Measles

Signs and Symptoms

(Yo Yo X0
el &

*Parents may be fooled into thinking
that measles is a relatively mild disease,
similar to the flu, and think vaccination is
unnecessary or not a priority.

*This is not only wrong, but it could
have deadly consequences.

“Parents may think that many vac-
cine-preventable diseases are mild,
but there’s no way to tell how serious
a disease may be for a child,” CDC
spokesman Jason McDonald tells Ax-
ios via email. But measles can be par-
ticularly hazardous for babies and
young children, he says.

*From 2001-2013, 28% of children young-
er than 5 years old who had measles had to
be treated in the hospital, McDonald said,
referring to relatively small outbreaks relat-
ed to measles patients who traveled to the
U.S. from areas where the disease is still
active.
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*“Some children develop pneumonia (a se-
rious lung infection) or lifelong brain dam-
age.”

Different vaccine-hesitant communi-
ties added together are causing vaccination
rates to fall below effective immunity lev-
els, Anthony Fauci, who leads the National
Institutes of Allergy and Infectious Diseas-
es, tells Axios.

“It is kind of like all of the stars are in the
right pace for the disaster we’re seeing
now because we’re having multiple fac-
tors combining together to give us these
outbreaks,” Fauci says.

The situation is worrying enough in New
York State alone that the CDC issued a stark
warning Wednesday: “The longer these
outbreaks continue, the greater the chance
measles will again get a sustained foothold
in the United States.”

STATES WITH MEASLES CASES IN 2019

-
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The bottom line: One relatively morbid
source of hope, however, are the widely-re-
ported health impacts from the ongoing
outbreaks, with children in intensive care
units and an El Al Airlines flight attendant
in a coma.

“I think unfortunately the best motivation. ..
is that we’re having these outbreaks and
people are really getting seriously ill,” Fauci
says. “Those are the things that are going to
jolt people into reconsidering this.” (Cour-
tesy axios.com)

Related
U.S. Measles Cases Are “Acceler-
ating” Amid A “Global Crisis”

Measles cases in the U.S. jumped last week,
with 90 new confirmed cases, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention an-
nounced Monday. The global statistics are
also grim, with a 300% increase in prelim-
inary data for the first 3 months of this year
compared with last year.

Why it matters: The extremely conta-
gious virus, for which there is a safe and ef-
fective vaccine, shows no signs of slowing
despite efforts by public health authorities to

combat the spread of misinformation with
strong measures. International health offi-
cials are becoming increasingly concerned
about simultaneous, growing outbreaks in
multiple countries.

easles Outbreak

ssssss
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S statista’
By the numbers: CDC spokesperson Ja-
son McDonald tells Axios: “It appears the
outbreak is accelerating. 61 of the 90 cases
reported this week had rash onset in April.”
*This week, CDC reports 555 confirmed
cases of measles in 20 states so far in 2019.
The previous week showed 465 cases in 19
states.

*This is the second-greatest number of cas-
es reported in the U.S. since measles was
considered eliminated in 2000, and it’s only
mid-April.

Between the lines: The national average
vaccination coverage in kindergarten chil-
dren is at a level (94.3% for 2 doses of the
measles, mumps and rubella vaccine for
the 2017-2018 school year) consistent with
the “herd immunity” necessary to prevent
a nationwide outbreak. However, pockets
of community resistance to the vaccine are
allowing the virus to make inroads, experts
have told Axios.

*Globally, the World Health Organization
and UNICEF announced Monday that pro-
visional data also shows that in 170 coun-
tries there have been more than 112,000
cases so far this year, compared with the
numbers from all of last year, which was
28,124 cases from 163 countries.

What they’re saying: Peter Hotez, pro-
fessor and dean of the National School of
Tropical Medicine at Baylor College of
Medicine, tells Axios:

“The year 2019 may be remembered for
the return of measles to America, almost
20 years after it was eliminated in the U.S.
We’re reaching record levels in terms of
numbers of cases and outbreaks, with all of
them largely engineered by the anti-vaccine
lobby. We now have children in intensive
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care units.”

“If our nation is serious about stopping fu-
ture measles epidemics, in the coming years
it will be essential for us to begin disman-
tling the anti-vaccine media empire now
dominating the internet and social media
and e-commerce sites, together with shut-
ting down the non-medical vaccine exemp-
tions currently allowed across most of the
u.s.”

: World Health
Ur“ce‘l:Organlzatnt:m

The heads of the WHO and UNICEF write
in an opinion piece for CNN that there’s a
“global crisis.” They implore governments,
medical professionals and others to help
provide vaccines to lower-income countries
and to take a stronger stand against misin-
formation globally. Per their op-ed:
“Ultimately, there is no ‘debate’ to be had
about the profound benefits of vaccines.
We know they are safe, and we know they
work. More than 20 million lives have been
saved through measles vaccination since the
year 2000 alone.”

“But children are paying the price for com-
placency. It will take long-term efforts, po-
litical commitment and continuous invest-
ment — in vaccine access, in service quality
and in trust — to ensure we are, and remain,
protected together.”

Meanwhile, Madagascar health officials say
there have been 1,200 deaths amid more
than 117,000 cases in the small, impover-
ished nation since their measles outbreak
began in September, per AP. The country’s
vaccination rate is only 58%, but it’s primar-
ily due to lack of resources instead of vacci-
nation distrust, the report adds.

Plus, the Wall Street Journal reports there’s
growing evidence that besides the worry of
possible serious immediate complications,
the virus may also cause a longer-term risk
of dampening people’s immune systems
from responding to other diseases for 2-5
years after measles. (Courtesy axios.com)
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