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U.S. abortion ruling ignites legal 
battles over state bans
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June 27 (Reuters) - Battles over abortion shifted 
to state courts on Monday after the U.S. Su-
preme Court overturned the constitutional right 
to the procedure nationwide, as a judge blocked 
a statewide ban in Louisiana and clinics in Idaho, 
Kentucky and Texas sued seeking similar relief.

The four are among the 13 states with “trigger 
laws” designed to ban or severely restrict abor-
tions once the Supreme Court overturned the land-
mark 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling that recognized a 
right to the procedure, as it was on Friday. read 
more

Advertisement · Scroll to continue
In Louisiana, abortion services that had been 
halted since Friday began resuming after Orleans 
Parish Civil District Court Judge Robin Giarrusso 
on Monday issued a temporary restraining order 
blocking the state from carrying out its ban.

The order came shortly after Hope Medical Group 
for Women in Shreveport - one of Louisiana’s 
three abortion clinics - sued, arguing Louisiana’s 
trigger laws “lack constitutionally required safe-
guards to prevent arbitrary enforcement.”

The judge set a July 8 hearing to decide whether 
to further block enforcement of the ban, which 
Hope Medical said violated its due process rights 
under the state’s constitution.

In Kentucky, two abortion clinics including a 
Planned Parenthood affiliate filed a state court 
challenge to an outright abortion ban enacted in 
2019 and a separate six-week ban, saying they 
violated patients’ rights to privacy and self-deter-
mination under the state’s constitution.

In Idaho, a Planned Parenthood affiliate asked the 
state’s highest court to block enforcement of a 
“trigger” law banning abortion that the Republi-
can-controlled state legislature passed in 2020 that 
would take effect Aug. 19.

And in Republican-led Texas, where a ban on 
abortions after six weeks of pregnancy went into 
effect last year, a judge in Harris County will 
hear arguments on Tuesday on whether to block 
officials from enforcing pre-Roe v. Wade abortion 
prohibitions.

Republican Attorney General Ken Paxton had said 
in a Friday advisory that while the state’s 2021 
trigger ban would not take effect for 30 days after 
the Supreme Court’s ruling, prosecutors could 
immediately pursue cases based on pre-1973 laws.

Republican Louisiana Attorney General Jeff 
Landry in a statement said his office was “fully 
prepared to defend these laws in our state courts, 

just as we have in our federal courts.”

His Republican counterparts in Kentucky and Ida-
ho, Daniel Cameron and Lawrence Wasden, did not 
respond to requests for comment, nor did Paxton.

The cases are among several challenging Repub-
lican-backed abortion laws under state constitu-
tions after the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s 
ruling.

A Utah branch of 
Planned Parenthood 
on Saturday sued 
over that state’s trig-
ger ban, and abor-
tion rights advocates 
plan to challenge an 
Ohio ban on abor-
tions after six weeks 
that took effect on 
Friday.

In Florida, a group 
of abortion providers 
went before a state 
court judge to argue a challenge to that state’s new 
Republican-backed ban on abortions after 15 weeks 
of pregnancy, which they say violates Florida’s 
constitution.

Abortion rights campaigners participate in nationwide 
demonstrations following the leaked Supreme Court opinion 
suggesting the possibility of overturning the Roe v. Wade 
abortion rights decision, at Duncan Plaza in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, U.S., May 14, 2022. REUTERS/Kathleen Flynn/
File Photo
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The U.S. Senate’s
compromise legislation
on gun safety is the
most significant new
federal gun safety law
in decades.

It includes money for
school safety, mental
health, across-state
intervention programs
and incentives for
states to include
juvenile records in the
National Instant

Criminal Background
Check System which
will provide more
comprehensive checks
for those between the
ages of 18 to 21 who
want to buy a gun.

In the bill there are
$750 million to help the
states implement and
run crisis intervention
management
programs, the red flag
program which are

designed to keep guns
out of the hands of
those who pose a
threat to themselves or
others.

This legislation closes
a year-old loophole in
a domestic violence
law that barred
individuals who had
been convicted of
domestic violence
crimes against spouses
or partners with whom

they shared children, or
cohabitated with, from
having guns. The bill
goes after individuals
who sell guns as
primary sources of
income, but have
previously evaded
registering as federally
licensed dealers who
are required to
administer background
checks before they sell
a gun to someone.

The Senate passed the
bill by a vote of 65-33.

The House of
Representatives will
take action to send the
bill to President Biden
to sign it into law.

The large scale
massacres caused by
the flood of guns over
the years has became
the most serious public
security issue in our
society. This bill may
not solve the whole
problem, but at least
will let all the people
feel better.

0606//2525//20222022

Bipartisan Gun BillBipartisan Gun Bill
Passes In CongressPasses In Congress

Editor’s Choice

A man cools off in a fountain in Washington Square Park as people take part in 
the Queer Liberation March in New York City, New York. REUTERS/Jeenah 
Moon

Smoke rises after a missile strike in Kyiv, Ukraine. REUTERS/Gleb GaranichA fire is seen as demonstrators use makeshift shields during an anti-government 
protest amid a stalemate between the government of President Guillermo Lasso and 
largely indigenous demonstrators who demand an end to emergency measures, in 
Quito, Ecuador June 23. REUTERS/Adriano Machado

A demonstrator wearing a 
costume takes part in a protest 
march, during the G7 leaders’ 
summit which takes place in the 
nearby Bavarian alpine resort 
of Schloss Elmau castle, in Gar-
misch-Partenkirchen, Germany. 
REUTERS/Andreas Gebert

China’s Quan Hongchan in 
action during the women’s 
10m platform FINA World 
Championships semifinal at 
Duna Arena, Budapest, Hun-
gary. REUTERS/Lisa Leutner

People gather near the rubble of 

a grandstand that collapsed in a 

bullring during the celebrations 

of the San Pedro festivities, in El 

Espinal, Colombia. REUTERS/

Cristian Parra
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Abortion rights sup-
porters demonstrating at hundreds of marches and 
rallies last Saturday expressed their outrage that 
the Supreme Court appears prepared to scrap the 
constitutional right to abortion that has endured 
for nearly a half-century and their fear about what 
that could mean for women’s reproductive choices. 
Incensed after a leaked draft opinion suggested the 
court’s conservative majority would overturn the 
landmark Roe v. Wade ruling, activists spoke of the 
need to mobilize quickly because Republican-led 
states are poised to enact tighter restrictions.
In the nation’s capital, thousands gathered in driz-
zly weather at the Washington Monument to listen 
to fiery speeches before marching to the Supreme 
Court, which was surrounded by two layers of se-
curity fences. The mood was one of anger and de-
fiance, three days after the Senate failed to muster 
enough votes to codify Roe v. Wade.
“I can’t believe that at my age, I’m still having to 
protest over this,” said Samantha Rivers, a 64-year-
old federal government employee who is preparing 
for a state-by-state battle over abortion rights.
Caitlin Loehr, 34, of Washington, wore a black 
T-shirt with an image of the late Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s “dissent” collar on 
it and a necklace that spelled out “vote.”
“I think that women should have the right to choose 
what to do with their bodies and their lives. And I 
don’t think banning abortion will stop abortion. It 
just makes it unsafe and can cost a woman her life,” 
Loehr said.

Thousands of abortion rights protesters in 
Washington, D.C., May 14, 2022, participated 

in nationwide demonstrations following the 
leaked Supreme Court opinion suggesting the 
possibility of overturning the Roe vs. Wade 
abortion rights decision.
A half-dozen anti-abortion demonstrators sent out 
a countering message, with Jonathan Darnel shout-
ing into a microphone, “Abortion is not health care, 
folks, because pregnancy is not an illness.”
From Pittsburgh to Los Angeles, and Nashville, 
Tennessee, to Lubbock, Texas, tens of thousands 
participated in events, where chants of “Bans off 
our bodies!” and “My body, my choice!” rang out. 
The gatherings were largely peaceful, but in some 
cities there were tense confrontations between peo-
ple on opposing sides of the issue.
Polls show that most Americans want to preserve 
access to abortion — at least in the earlier stages of 
pregnancy — but the Supreme Court appeared to 
be poised to let the states have the final say. If that 
happens, roughly half of states, mostly in the South 
and Midwest, are expected to quickly ban abortion.
The battle was personal for some who came out 
Saturday. In Seattle, some protesters carried pho-
tographic images of conservative justices’ heads on 
sticks.
Teisha Kimmons, who traveled 80 miles to attend 
the Chicago rally, said she fears for women in states 
that are ready to ban abortion. She said she might 
not be alive today if she had not had a legal abortion 
when she was 15.
“I was already starting to self harm and I would 
have rather died than have a baby,” said Kimmons, 
a massage therapist from Rockford, Illinois.

An abortion rights march extends down the streets 
during a demonstration from the National Mall to 
the Supreme Court of the United States in Wash-
ington, Saturday, May 14, 2022. Demonstrators 
are rallying from coast to coast in the face of an 
anticipated Supreme Court decision that could 
overturn women’s right to an abortion. (Photo/
Amanda Andrade-Rhoades/AP)
At that rally, speaker after speaker said that if abor-
tion is banned that the rights of immigrants, minori-
ties and others will also be “gutted,” as Amy Eshle-
man, wife of Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot put it.
“This has never been just about abortion. It’s about 

control,” Eshleman told the crowd of thousands. 
“My marriage is on the menu and we cannot and 
will not let that happen.”
In New York, thousands of people gathered in 
Brooklyn’s courthouse plaza before a march across 
the Brooklyn Bridge to lower Manhattan for anoth-
er rally.
“We’re here for the women who can’t be here, and 
for the girls who are too young to know what is 
ahead for them,” Angela Hamlet, 60, of Manhattan, 
said to the backdrop of booming music.
Robin Seidon, who traveled from Montclair, New 
Jersey, for the rally, said the nation was at a place 
abortion rights supporters have long feared.
“They’ve been nibbling at the edges, and it was al-
ways a matter of time before they thought they had 
enough power on the Supreme Court, which they 
have now,” said Seidon, 65.
The upcoming high court ruling in a case from 
Mississippi stands to energize voters, potentially 
shaping the upcoming midterm elections.

In Texas, which has 
a strict law banning 
many abortions, 
challengers to one of 
the last anti-abortion 
Democrats in 

Congress marched in San Antonio.
Jessica Cisneros joined demonstrators just days 
before early voting begins in her primary runoff 
against U.S. Rep. Henry Cuellar, which could be 
one of the first tests over whether the court leak will 
galvanize voters.
In Chicago, Kjirsten Nyquist, a nurse toting daugh-
ters ages 1 and 3, agreed about the need to vote. “As 
much as federal elections, voting in every small 
election matters just as much,” she said.
At many of the rallies, speakers put the issue in 
stark terms, saying people will die if abortions are 
outlawed.
In Los Angeles, high-profile lawyer Gloria Allred 
recounted how she could not get a legal abortion 
after being raped at gunpoint in the 1960s. She said 
she ended up having life-threatening bleeding after 
a “back alley” abortion.
“I want you to vote as though your lives depend on 
it, because they do,” she told the crowd. (Courtesy 
apnews.com)
Related  

Justice Clarence Thomas Says Abortion                           
Leak Has Changed The Supreme Court

Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas 
speaks Sept. 16, 2021, at the University of No-
tre Dame in South Bend, Ind. Thomas says the 

Supreme Court has been changed by the leak 
of a draft opinion earlier this month. The opin-
ion suggests the court is poised to overturn the 
right to an abortion recognized nearly 50 years 
ago in Roe v. Wade. The conservative Thomas, 
who joined the court in 1991 and has long called 
for Roe v. Wade to be overturned, described the 
leak as an unthinkable breach of trust. (Photo/
Robert Franklin/South Bend Tribune via AP)
WASHINGTON (AP) — Justice Clarence Thom-
as says the Supreme Court has been changed by the 
shocking leak of a draft opinion earlier this month. 
The opinion suggests the court is poised to overturn 
the right to an abortion recognized nearly 50 years 
ago in Roe v. Wade. The conservative Thomas, 
who joined the court in 1991 and has long called for 
Roe v. Wade to be overturned, described the leak as 
an unthinkable breach of trust.
“When you lose that trust, especially in the institu-
tion that I’m in, it changes the institution fundamen-
tally. You begin to look over your shoulder. It’s like 
kind of an infidelity that you can explain it, but you 
can’t undo it,” he said while speaking at a confer-
ence Friday evening in Dallas.
The court has said the draft does not represent the 
final position of any of the court’s members, and 
Chief Justice John Roberts has ordered an investi-
gation into the leak. Thomas, a nominee of Presi-
dent George H.W. Bush, said it was beyond “any-
one’s imagination” before the May 2 leak of the 
opinion to Politico that even a line of a draft opinion 
would be released in advance, much less an entire 
draft that runs nearly 100 pages. Politico has also 
reported that in addition to Thomas, conservative 
justices Neil Gorsuch, Brett Kavanaugh and Amy 
Coney Barrett had voted with the draft opinion’s 
author, Samuel Alito, to overrule Roe v. Wade and 
a 1992 decision, Planned Parenthood v. Casey, that 
affirmed Roe’s finding of a constitutional right to 
abortion.

U.S. Supreme Court building in Washington, D.C.
Thomas said that previously, “if someone said that 
one line of one opinion” would be leaked, the re-
sponse would have been: “Oh, that’s impossible. 
No one would ever do that.”
“Now that trust or that belief is gone forever,” 
Thomas said at the Old Parkland Conference, 
which describes itself as a conference “to discuss 
alternative proven approaches to tackling the chal-
lenges facing Black Americans today.”
Thomas also said at one point: “I do think that what 
happened at the court is tremendously bad...I won-
der how long we’re going to have these institutions 
at the rate we’re undermining them.”

Thomas also touched in passing on the protests by 
liberals at conservative justices’ homes in Mary-
land and Virginia that followed the draft opinion’s 
release. Thomas argued that conservatives have 
never acted that way.
“You would never visit Supreme Court justices’ 
houses when things didn’t go our way. We didn’t 
throw temper tantrums. I think it is ... incumbent on 
us to always act appropriately and not to repay tit 
for tat,” he said.
Protests at the Supreme Court and around the na-
tion were held on Saturday.
Neither Thomas nor any of the attendees at the Dal-
las session made mention of the Jan. 6 insurrection 
or the actions of Thomas’ wife, Virginia, in fighting 
to have the results of the 2020 presidential election 
overturned.
Clarence Thomas was speaking before an audience 
as part of a conversation with John Yoo, who is now 
a Berkeley Law professor but worked for Thomas 
for a year in the early 1990s as a law clerk.

Justices of the U.S. Supreme Court
Each justice generally has four law clerks every 
year and the current group of law clerks has been a 
focus of speculation as a possible source of the draft 
opinion’s leak. They are one of a few groups along 
with the justices and some administrative staff that 
has access to draft opinions.
Thomas also answered a few questions from the 
audience, including one from a man who asked 
about the friendships between liberal and conser-
vative justices on the court, such as a well-known 
friendship between the late liberal Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg and the late conservative Justice 
Antonin Scalia. “How can we foster that same type 
of relationship within Congress and within the gen-
eral population?” the man asked.
“Well, I’m just worried about keeping it at the court 
now,” Thomas responded. He went on to speak in 
glowing terms about former colleagues. “This is 
not the court of that era,” he said.
Despite his comments, Thomas seemed in good 
spirits — laughing heartily at times. Yoo, who is 
known for writing the so-called “torture memos” 
that the George W. Bush administration used to 
justify using “enhanced interrogation” techniques 
after the Sept. 11 terror attacks, said at one point that 
he had taken pictures of notes Thomas had taken 
during the conference.
“You’re going to leak them?” Thomas asked, 
laughing.
Yoo responded: “Well, I know where to go...Polit-
ico will publish anything I give them now.” (Cour-
tesy apnews.com)
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Abortion rights demonstrators rally, Saturday, 
May 14, 2022, on the National Mall in Wash-
ington, during protests across the country. 
(Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades/AP)
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Pro-Abortion Protests Rally 

All Across The Country

COMMUNITY

The Alief Neighborhood Center combines 
three City of Houston departments (Li-
brary, Parks, & Health) to create a civic 
center at the heart of the redeveloped 37-
acre urban park. Raised out of the flood-
plain, the building’s elevated ‘front porch’ 
frames a space for the diverse community 
to come together, share ideas, and express 
an identity unique to Alief. The Center is 
a model for resilient design in a post-hur-
ricane Harvey environment – a ‘Lilly-pad’ 
for those seeking shelter from the storm.                                                                                                                                        
BUILDING AWARDS-                                                                                                                
Rethinking The Future Awards 2020
First Award | Public Building (Concept)
The $52 million, 63,000-square-foot 
multi-purpose facility at 11903 Bellaire 
will combine a health clinic, commu-
nity center and library into one space. 
The structure, which will sit in 37-acre 
Alief Park, will consolidate the Hen-
nington-Alief Regional Library at 7979 
South Kirkwood and the park’s existing 
community center, both of which are ag-
ing. It also will replace the area’s Wom-
en, Infants and Children Center, which 
today leases space at 12660 Beechnut.                                                                                                                              
City council passed one item appropriat-
ing $4.8 million for contractor EYP Inc. to 
begin construction on the new center, and 
another item giving Manhattan Constric-
tion $100,000 for construction manage-
ment services. 
The 70,000sf 2-story new building is ele-
vated over a parking area providing con-
venient access to the building programs di-
rectly above. Health Department programs 
provided include W.I.C. (Special Supple-
mental Nutrition Program for Women, 
Infants, and Children), DAWN (Diabetes 

Aw a r e n e s s 
N e t w o r k ) 
that pro-
vides sup-
port for a 
variety of 
chronic ill-
nesses, and 
a Senior 
Center. The 
Parks De-
p a r t m e n t 
p r o g r a m s 
include a 
f u l l - s i z e 
competition 
g y m n a s i -
um with a 
p e r i m e t e r 
e l e v a t e d 
w a l k i n g 
track above, 
a commu-
nity fitness 
center and 
spaces to 
support youth after-school and summer 
programs. 

The library, located on the second 
floor, and accessed through a grand 
‘stair-a-torium’ in the lobby contains 
light-filled stack-space and reading 

areas with expansive views both to the 
park to the south and to the existing 
grove of preserved trees on the north. 
Directly adjacent to the library, HPL’s 
technology-rich TechLINK youth mak-
er-doer program contains spaces for col-
laboration, the ‘Tiny Techs’ children’s 
area, music recording studio, virtual 
reality stations, photo/video lab, and a 
maker space. 

Site amenities include a competition 
soccer field, two full-size practice 
soccer fields, two futsal courts (fast-
paced soccer played on a hard-surfaced 
smaller court) baseball field, skate 
park, tennis courts, children’s play-
ground, outdoor swimming pool facil-
ity, community gardens, a marketplace 
venue, and outdoor event space areas.                                                                                                 
The Alief Neighborhood Center is 

scheduled to open in early 2022.             

The Mission Of The Alief 
Neighborhood Center

To Foster A Culture Of Health          

To Create A Heart For Civic Engage-
ment

All In A Spirit of Shared Collaboration

With The Biggest Front Porch In Texas!
                                                                        

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

New Alief Neighborhood  Center Represents Future Cultural Reality Of Area 

Sponsored by the ITC Com-
munity Empowerment Orga-
nization with the collaboration 
of the SEONE Corporation, 
the Community Resource Cen-
ter opens its door on Tuesday, 
April 6, 2021, at the Southern 
News Group building. 
The mission of the Community 
Resource Center is to serve as a 
“one stop-shop” for the under-
served minority population in 
the southwest area of Houston. 
The Center will provide mem-
bers of the community with 
information that will empower 
them to improve their quality 
of life and to also serve as a 
way for participants to access 
the rich pool of resources avail-

able to them.

Southern News Group, 
Houston, Texas

Members of the community 
who have questions about any 
of the variety of issues the Cen-
ter will address are encouraged 
to schedule interviews with the 
Center. The Center will link the 
person with a professional who 
can best address their needs. 

The areas the Center will ad-
dress include disaster assis-
tance, loans and grants, small 
business development, tax 
information, immigration, le-
gal issues, workforce, housing 
and renting, veterans issues, 
medical, healthcare service, 
education, skills development, 
children and child welfare and 
city services.
The Center’s services will be 
led by senior educator, Dr. Tina 
Agosa and many other assis-
tants.

Related

Community Resource Center Opens
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