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‘Send the police now’: Kids called 911 from
Texas classroom during massacre as police

UVALDE, Texas, May 27 (Reuters)

- Frantic children called 911 at least
half a dozen times from the Texas
classrooms where a massacre was
unfolding, pleading for police to inter-
vene, as some 20 officers waited in the
hallway nearly an hour before entering
and killing the gunman, authorities
said on Friday.
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At least two children placed emer-
gency 911 calls from a pair of ad-
joining fourth-grade classrooms after
18-year-old Salvador Ramos entered
on Tuesday with an AR-15 semi-au-
tomatic rifle, according to Colonel
Steven McCraw, director of the Texas
Department of Public Safety.

Ramos, who had driven to Robb
Elementary School from his home
after shooting and wounding his
grandmother there, went on to kill 19
children and two teachers in the dead-
liest U.S. school shooting in nearly a
decade.

“He’s in room 112, a girl whispered
on the phone at 12:03 p.m., more than

—
-

A girl whom McCraw did not identify .

45 minutes before a U.S. Border Patrol-led tacti- called at 12:16 p.m. and told police that A person reacts at a memorial in Town Square in front of the county

cal team finally stormed in and ended the siege. there were still “eight to nine” students courthouse, for victims of the Robb Elementary school shooting,
alive, the colonel said. Three shots were three days after a gunman killed nineteen children and two adults, in

The on-site commander, the chief of the school heard during a call made at 12:21 p.m. Uvalde, Texas, U.S. May 27, 2022. REUTERS/Marco Bello

district’s police department in Uvalde, Texas,

believed at the time that Ramos was barricaded The same girl who made the first call

inside and that children were no longer at imme- implored the operator to “please send the ) '

diate risk, giving police time to prepare, McCraw police now” at 12:43 p.m. and 12:47 p.m. McCraw described other moments when. Ramos might have

said. been thwarted. A school officer, responding to calls about an

armed man who crashed a car at the funeral home across the

Officers went in three minutes after that . . .
street, drove right past Ramos as he crouched beside a vehicle

final call, according to McCraw, when

“From the benefit of hindsight where I’m sitting the tactical team used a janitor’s key to on school property. Police have said Ramos ﬁ'red at two people
now, of course, it was not the right decision,” open the locked classroom door. standing outside the funeral home before scaling a fence onto
McCraw said. “It was the wrong decision.” school grounds.
Flowers, candles and signs are left ata o
McGraw, whose voice choked with emotion at memorial for victims of the Robb Ele- The door that gave Ramos access to thej building had been left
times, added, “We’re here to report the facts, not mentary school shooting, three days after propped open by a teacher, McCraw said.
to defend what was done or the actions taken.” a gunman killed nineteen children and
It was unclear whether officers at the scene were two teachers, in Uvalde, Texas, U.S. May I;}?ASOEVENTIOII\(I) q N hootine at .
aware of the calls, McCraw said. ¢ attack, coming ays arter a shooting at a grocery store
27, 2022. REUTERS/Marco Bello in Buffalo, New York, left 10 people dead, has intensified the
Some of the mostly 9- and 10-year-old students long-standing national debate over gun laws.
trapped with the gunman survived the massacre, Videos that emerged on Thursday ) ) _ _ o
including at least two who called 911, McCraw showed anguished parents outside the Elsewhere in Texas on Friday, the National Rifle Association,
said, though he did not offer a specific tally. school, urging police to storm the build- the country > leading gun rights advocacy group, opened its
ing du;i ng the attack, with some having annual meeting in Houston. Prominent Republicans, including
There were at least eight calls from the class- to be restrained by p(’)li ce. former President Donald Trump and U.S. Senator Ted Cruz of
rooms to 911 between 12:03 p.m., a half hour Texas, were expected to address the convention. read more
after Ramos first entered the building, and 12:50 Standard law enforcement protocols call ) .
p.m., when Border Patrol agents and police burst for police to confront an active school About 500 protesters holding crosses, signs and photos of
in and shot Ramos dead. shooter without delay, rather than waiting victims from the Uvalde school shooting, gathered ogt51de the
for backup or more ﬁr,epower a point convention, shouting, “NRA go away” and “Shame, it could be
’ your kids today.”

McCraw acknowledged on Friday.

PE

g oL« 4R 4T
- @ 3K 1

American First National Bank

Convenient, Fast, Secure

Zelle’ o

Make Deposit or Send Money Directly

Mobile Deposit
on the AFNB Mobile App

+ Split bill with a friend + Deposit checks

Comone v |
+ Paya bill + Send money 1 s . |
| s 5 Jane Smith | $|2,000.00 £
| _TwoThousandand 00/1000nly oouwaws = |
m % 8. [ E
@ 877-473-1888 3 | Codnmsuisne s nnnnngsene mn o e
iEhpey (EDIC Call us for more information!
Main Office Spring Branch Katy Branch Harwin Branch First Colony Branch Sugat; Land Branch Las Ve \kﬂ;ﬁ:’h Pahrump Branch Amargos 7 . nderson Branch
713-596-2888 713-273-1838 281-762-6688  713-273-1888 713-596-2588 281-762-6699 702-777-9988 775-751-1773 775-372-1100 -216-5! o
. e C2 1]
Richardson Branch  Harry-Hines Branch Legacy Branch Carrollton Branch Arlington Branch  Garland Branch  Plano Branch City of Industry Branch  Alhambra Branch Arcadi ' EI

972-348-3488 972-348-3433 972-348-3466 972-428-5088 817-261-5585 972-272-3375 469-429-2422 626-667-3988 626-863-1980 Wwiatnb.com

626-321-4




v

o

English

Wea H. Lee

Wealee@scdaily.com

Chairman of International District Houston Texas

Publisher Southern Daily Wea H. Lee

Southern News Group Chairman / CEO

Chairman of International Trade & Culture Center
Republic of Guiana Honorary consul at Houston Texas

£HHR

(o

EHR

20225%5F28H

Saturday, May 28, 2022

C2

IMFREE
SCRIPTION

The National Rifle
Association’ s annual
convention will be held
in Houston, Texas, this
weekend.

The gathering is slated
to begin today at the
George R. Brown
Convention Center and
will run through the
weekend. The event
has come under
intense scrutiny

AHE
]

recently following the
killing of 19 school
children and two
teachers in Uvalde,
Texas, by a gunman
armed with a rifle.

The convention is
expecting around 80,
000 people to attend.
Police Chief Troy
Finner said, “ You will
see officers
everywhere. We will

f |
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respect
everybody’
s right to
protest and
we will
respect their
concerns
and their
voices. But
we will not
tolerate
people
assaulting
other

O
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NRA Convention In Houston, Texas

individuals.”

The NRA convention
has drawn significant
negative attention
following the deadly
school shooting in
Uvalde. Houston Mayor
Turner said that the
contract to host the
convention has been
booked for two years
and that canceling it
would have exposed
the city to civil liability.
Former President
Donald Trump and
Texas Governor Gregg
Abbott will be keynote
speakers at the
convention.

Facebook Page:
Southern News
L
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Today there are many
political issues facing
many elected officials
in Washington, D.C.
Many members of
Congress are backed
by the NRA, not only
with votes, but also
with donations to their
campaigns.

This is a very tough
time. How can we
control the guns in our
community? We must
tell our elected officials
that if we don’ t take
action now, many
tragedies will continue
to happen.

Instagram 1D:
Southern News

Birds fly on a smoggy morning in Jakarta, Indonesia. REUTERS/Willy Kurni-

awan

A rainbow is seen briefly after flooding in Inanda, Durban, South Africa. REUTERS/Rogan

Ward
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A view shows a mural on the
wall of an apartment building
damaged in the town of Popasna
in the Luhansk Region, Ukraine.
REUTERS/Alexander Ermo-
chenko
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A girl leaves flowers at a
memorial in Town Square in
front of the county courthouse,
two days after a gunman killed
nineteen children and two
adults, in Uvalde, Texas. REU-
TERS/Marco Bello

Police officers work at the
scene where police shot
and injured a suspect who
was walking down a city
street carrying a gun, as
four nearby schools were
placed on lockdown, in
Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
REUTERS/Chris Helgren



g
\|
4%

English

£HHR

EHR

20225%5F28H

Saturday, May 28, 2022

C3

DALY

Make
Today

BUSINESS

Monkeypox Outbreak Is
Primarily Spreading Through
Sex, WHO Officials Say

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

N
Key Point
*European nations have confirmed dozens of
cases in what’s become the largest outbreak
of monkeypox ever on the Continent,
according to the German military.

*The U.S. has confirmed at least two cases
and Canada has confirmed at least five so far.
Belgium just introduced a mandatory 21-day

quarantine for monkeypox patients.

An outbreak of the monkeypox virus in North America and
about 200 confirmed and suspected cases across at leasta doz-
encountries, World Health Organization (WHO) officials said
on Monday. The outbreak has quickly advanced across Eu-
rope and North America over the last week and is expected to
be farmore widespread as more doctors look for the signsand
symptoms. Two confirmed and one suspected case of mon-
keypox in the UK. were reported to the WHO just 10 days
ago, the first cases this year outside of Affica where the virus
has generally circulated at low levels over the last 40 years, the
organization said.

“We've seena few cases in Europe over the last five years, just
in travelers, but this is the first time we’re seeing cases across
many countries at the same time in people who have not trav-
eled to the endemic regions in Affica,” Dr. Rosamund Lewis,
whoruns the WHO’s smallpox research, said ina Q&A lives-
nmmedmthemgamzanmsmalme(haclmds

of cases in what's become the largest out-
break of monkeypox ever on the Conti-
Inent, according to the German military.
The U.S. and Canada each have at least five confirmed or pre-
sumed cases so far: Belgium just infroduced a mandatory 21-
day quarantine formonkeypox patients. The WHO convened
an emergency meeting this weekend via video conference to
look at the virus, identify those most at risk and study its trans-
mission. The organization will hold a second global meeting
onmonkeypox next week to more thoroughly study the risks
and treatments available to fight the virus. While the virus it-
selfis not a sexually transmitted infoction, which are generally
spread through semen and vaginal fluids, the most recent surge
in cases appears to have been spread among men who have
sex with other men, WHO officials said, emphasizing that
anyone can contract monkeypox.

“Many diseases can be spread through sexual contact. You
oould get a cough or a cold through sexual contact, but it
doesn’t mean that it’s a sexually transmitted disease,” said
Andy Seale, whoadvises the WHO on HIV, hepatitis and ofh-
er sexually transmitted infoctions. The virus is spread through

close contact with people, animals or material infected with the
virus. It enters the body through broken skin, the respiratory
tract, the eyes, nose and mouth. Though human-to-human
transmission is believed to occur through respiratory droplets
as well, that method requires prolonged face-to-face contact
because the droplets cannot travel more than a few feet, ac-
cordingtothe CDC.

““This is a virus that is super stable out-

asq)aratemtemewMondaym “Squawk Box.” “And so
youcanseesituations where people become reluctant to try on
clothing, things like that, where it could become disruptive in
areas where this is spreading, like New York City.”

He said to expect more confirmed cases in the U.S. in the
coming weeks as doctors and public health officials reevalu-
ate patients who have presented with symptoms and the virus
continues to spread. Monkeypox is a disease caused by a virus
in the same family as smallpox but is not as severe, according
1o the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. However,
monkeypox can kill as many as 1 in 10 people who contract
the disease, based on observations in Affica, according to the
CDC. The vaccine used to prevent smallpox appears to be
about 85% effective in guarding against monkeypox in obser-
vational research in Aftica, WHO officials said. But the vac-
cines aren’t widely available so it’s important to reserve them
for populations that are most atrisk, said Maria Van Kerkhove,
the WHO?’s leading epidemiologist on zoonotic diseases. She
smdﬁleWHOWl]lbeteanmguleﬂwaocmrmketswsee

msllmﬂlefaoe,hands,fee@ey&s,mlﬂmrgama]sﬁ)atum
into raised bumps, or papules, that then become blisters that
often resemble chicken pox. Those can then fill with a white
fluid, becoming a pustule, that breaks and scabs over: Gottli-
eb described it as a disabling disease that can last two to four
months and has a lengthy 21-day incubation period.
“Idon’tthink this is going to beuncontrolled spread in the same:
way that we tolerated the Covid-19 epidemic;” Gottlieb said.
“But there is a possibility now this has gotten into the commu-
nity if in fact it’s more pervasive than what we’re measuring
right now; that becomes hard to snuff out.”” (Courtesy cnbc.
com)

Monkeypox Is Not like
COVID-19 — That Is Good
) ’ ;

Spallanzani infectious disease hospital Director Francesco
Vaia talks to reporters at the end of a news conference Fri-
day in Rome. (Photo/Andrew Medichini/AP)
The recent headlines about a sudden emergence of an unusual
disease, spreading case by case across countries and continents
may, for some, evoke memories of earty 2020. But monkey-
pox is not like COVID-19—and in a good way. Health ofti-
cials worldwide have tumed their attention to a new outbreak
of monkeypox, a virus nomally found in central and west
Aftica that has appeared across Europe and the U.S. in recent
weeks—evenin people who have nottraveled to Afficaatall.
But experts say that, while it’s important for public health
officials to be on the lookout for monkeypox, the virus is ex-
tremely unlikely to spin out into an uncontrolled worldwide
pandemic in the same way that COVID-19 did.
“Let’s just say right off the top that monkeypox and COVID
are not the same disease;” said Dr: Rosamund Lewis, head of
Smallpox Secretariat at the World Health Organization, at a
public Q&A session on Monday.
For starters, monkeypox spreads much less easily than
COVID-19. Scientists have been studying monkeypox since
itwas first discovered in humans more than 50 years ago. And
its similarities to smallpox mean it can be combated inmany of
the same ways. As a result, scientists are already familiar with
how monkeypox spreads, how it presents, and how to treat
and contain it— giving health authorities a much bigger head
start on contaning it
, Scientists already know
how it spreads, and it’s

e different than COVID
‘B Monkeypox  typically requires
) vety close contact to spread —

'most often skin-to-skin contact, or prolonged physical contact
with clothes or bedding that was used by an infected person.
By contrast, COVID-19 spreads quickly and easily. Coro-
navirus can spread simply by talking with another person, or
sharing a room, or in rare cases, being inside a room that an
infected person had previousty been in.

“Transmission is realty happening from close physical contact,
skinrto-skin contact. It's quite different from COVID in that
sense;” said Dr. Maria Van Kerkhove, an infectious disease
epidemiologist with the WHO. The classic symptom of mon-
keypox is arash that offen begins on the face, then spreads toa
person’s limbs or other parts of the body.

“The incubation from time of exposure to appearance of le-
sions is anywhere between five days to about 21 days, so can
be quite long,” said Dr. Boghuma Kabisen Titanji, an infec-
tious disease physician and virologist at Emory University in
Aflanta. The current outbreak has seen some different pattems,
expetts say — particularly, that the rash begins in the genital
area first, and may not spread across the body. Either way, ex-
pets say, it is typically through physical contact of that rash that

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, in a briefing
Monday.

The people most likely to be at risk are close personal contacts
of an infected person, such as houschold members or health
care workers who may have treated them, she said. With this
versionof virus, people generally recover in two to four weeks,
scientists find, and the death rate is less than 1%.
Monkeypox is less contagious than COVID-19
One factor that helped COVID-19 spread rapidly across the
globe was the fact that it is very contagious. That’s even more
true ofthe variants that have emerged in the past year: Epidemi-
ologists point to a disease’s RO value — the average number
of people you’d expect an infected person to pass the disease
along to. Fora disease outbreak to grow; the RO must be high-
er than 1. For the original version of COVID-19, the number
wassomewhere between 2 and 3. For the omicron variant, that
number is about 8, a recent study found.

Although the recent spread of monkeypox cases is alarming,
the virus is far less contagious than COVID-19, according to
Jo Walker, an epidemiologist at Yale School of Public Health.
“Most estimates from earfier
outbreaks have had an RO of
less than one. With that, you
canhave clusters of cases, even

they said. “It could spread between humans, but not very ef-
ficiently in a way that could sustain itself onward without con-
That’s a big reason that public health authorities, including the
'WHO, are expressing confidence that cases of monkeypox
will not suddenly skyrocket. ““This is a containable situation,”
Van Kerkhove said Monday at the public session.

Because monkeypox is closely related to smallpox,
there are already vaccines

Monkeypox and smallpox are both members of the Orthopox
family of viruses. Smallpox, which once killed millions of peo-
ple every year, was eradicated in 1980 by a successful world-
wide campaign of vaccines. The smallpox vaccine is about
85% effective against monkeypox, the WHO says, although
that effectiveness wanes over time.

“These viruses are closely related to each other, and now we
have the benefit of all those years of research and diagnostics
and treatments and in vaccines that will be brought to bear
upon the situation now;”” said Lewis of the WHO.

Some countries, including the US,, have held smallpox
vaccines in strategic reserve in case the virus ever reemerged.
Now; those can be used to contain a monkeypox outbreak.
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smallpox.
One, a two-dose vaccine called Jynneos, is also approved for
use against monkeypox. About a thousand doses are available
in the Strategic National Stockpile, the CDC says, and the
company will provide more in the coming months.
“We have already worked to secure sufficient supply of effec-
ﬁveumkrﬂnsarﬂvaocirmtopieventﬁmee?qaosedﬁom
contracting monkeypox and treating people who've been
aﬂécted,”saldDrRajPamablofﬁleWhﬁeHomepanhmc
office, inan interview with NPR.

Related
Monkeypox likely isn’t much of a threat
to the pubhc, a Whlte House ofﬁclal says

This 2003 electron microscope image made available by
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows
mature, oval-shaped monkeypox virus particles, left, and
spherical immature particles, right.

Cynthia S. Goldsmith, Russell Regner/CDC viaAP

The risk posed to the U.S. general public fiom ongoing out-
breaks of monkeypox cases reported in Europe, the UK. and
Canadais low,a White House official told Moming Editionon
Monday. Dr: Raj Panjabi, Senior Director for Global Health
Security and Biodefense at the National Security Council, says
the fewer than 10 cases seen inthe United States so far have not

been severe— “flu-like symptoms and a rash which can be
painful but resolves in two to four weeks”—and aren’t likely
to getmuch worse

“Historically in countries with weaker health care systems less
than 1% of patients have died fiom this milder strain,” Panjabi
said. “We have acoess to vaccines and even treatments here in
the USS, and so the risk we believe is substantially lower.”

In dozens of cases from other U.S. outbreaks over the past 20
years, all patients fully recovered, he said.

So far in the US, one case of monkeypox has been
confimmed in Massachusetts. A few more are suspect-
ed in New York, Florida and Utah, according to the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The cases
all involve people who have recently travelled abroad.
“We’re in the early days of this response,” said Capt. Jennifer
McQuiston, deputy director of the CDC'’s division of high
consequence pathogens and pathology, ata briefing, “It’s likely
thatthere are going to be additional cases reported in the United

The virus usually spreads from person to person through
sustained, skin-to-skin contact with someone with rashes or
lesions.

“What we're talking about here is close contact. It's not a sit-
uation where if you’re passing someone in the grocery store,
they’re going to be at risk for monkeypox,”McQuiston said.
And while anyone can contract or spread the virus, health offi-
cials say many ofthe people affected identify as gay or bisexual
men.

“Monkeypox appears to be circulating globally in parts of the
gay community;” says Dr: John Brooks, medical epidemiolo-
gistwith the CDC’s division of HIV prevention.

Inthe recent cases, Brooks says the rash “is showing up in dif-
ferent parts of the body than we’d typically expect to seeit,” in
some cases in the genital area. He wants health care providers
to be aware that people coming in for a sexually transmitted
disease evaluation may need to be checked formonkeypox, if
there’s been an exposurre. (Courtesy nprorg)
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Swine Flu Virus With Human
‘Pandemic Potential’ Found In Pigs
In China

The new flu strain is similar to the swine flu that spread globally in 2009

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

A swine flu virus emerged recently in
China and is carried by pigs, but can
infect humans, it has been reported. The
researchers are concerned that it could
mutate further so that it can spread easily
from person to person, and trigger a global
outbreak.

While it is not an immediate problem,
they say, it has “all the hallmarks” of
being highly adapted to infect humans and
needs close monitoring.

As it’s new, people could have little or no
immunity to the virus.

The scientists write in the journal Proceed-
ings of the National Academy of Sciences
that measures to control the virus in pigs,
and the close monitoring of swine industry
workers, should be swiftly implemented.
Pandemic threat

A bad new strain of influenza is among
the top disease threats that experts are
watching for, even as the world attempts
to bring to an end the current coronavirus
pandemic. The last pandemic flu the world
encountered - the swine flu outbreak

0f 2009 - was less deadly than initially
feared, largely because many older people
had some immunity to it, probably be-
cause of its similarity to other flu viruses

that had circulated years before.

Nasal swabs from more than 30,000 pigs

in China over 7 years found an increase
in an avianlike influenza virus that has
swapped genes from several strains.
That virus, called A/HIN1pdm09, is now
covered by the annual flu vaccine to make
sure people are protected. The new flu
strain that has been identified in China is
similar to 2009 swine flu, but with some
new changes.

So far, it hasn’t posed a big threat, but
Prof Kin-Chow Chang and colleagues
who have been studying it, say it is one to
keep an eye on.

How worried should we be?

The virus, which the researchers call G4
EA HINI, can grow and multiply in the
cells that line the human airways. They
found evidence of recent infection in peo-
ple who worked in abattoirs and the swine

industry in China when they looked at data
from 2011 to 2018.

Current flu vaccines do not appear to protect
against it, although they could be adapted to
do so if needed. Prof Kin-Chow Chang, who
works at Nottingham University in the UK,
told the BBC: “Right now we are distracted
with coronavirus and rightly so. But we must
not lose sight of potentially dangerous new
viruses.”

While this new virus is not an immediate
problem, he says: “We should not ignore it.”
A World Health Organization spokeswoman
said: “Eurasian avian-like swine influenza
virus are known to be circulating in the swine
population in Asia and to be able to infect
humans sporadically. Twice a year during the
influenza vaccine composition meetings, all
information on the viruses is reviewed and
the need for new candidate vaccine viruses is
discussed. We will carefully read the paper to

understand what is new.

Pandamic (HiN1) 2009,
boratory confirmed cases as 1

Status as of 06 July 2009

eported to WHO. 09:00 GMT

“It also highlights that we cannot let down
our guard on influenza; we need to be vigi-
lant and continue surveillance even during
the COVID-19 pandemic.” (Courtesy https://
www.bbe.com/)

What the world doesn’t need now is a
pandemic on top of a pandemic. But a new
finding that pigs in China are more and more
frequently becoming infected with a strain
of influenza that has the potential to jump to
humans has infectious disease researchers
worldwide taking serious notice.

When multiple strains of influenza viruses
infect the same pig, they can easily swap
genes, a process known as “reassortment.”
The new study, published today in the Pro-
ceedings of the National Academy of Scienc-
es, focuses on an influenza virus dubbed G4.
The virus is a unique blend of three lineages:
one similar to strains found in European and
Asian birds, the HINT strain that caused the
2009 pandemic, and a North American HIN1
that has genes from avian, human, and pig

influenza viruses.

The G4 variant is especially concerning
because its core is an avian influenza
virus—to which humans have no immu-
nity—with bits of mammalian strains
mixed in. “From the data presented, it
appears that this is a swine influenza virus
that is poised to emerge in humans,” says
Edward Holmes, an evolutionary biologist
at the University of Sydney who studies
pathogens. “Clearly this situation needs to

be monitored very closely.”

As part of a project to identify potential

pandemic influenza strains, a team led

by Liu Jinhua from the China Agricul-
tural University (CAU) analyzed nearly
30,000 nasal swabs taken from pigs at
slaughterhouses in 10 Chinese provinces,
and another 1000 swabs from pigs with re-
spiratory symptoms seen at their school’s
veterinary teaching hospital. The swabs,
collected between 2011 and 2018, yielded
179 swine influenza viruses, the vast
majority of which were G4 or one of five
other G strains from the Eurasian avianlike
lineage. “G4 virus has shown a sharp in-
crease since 2016, and is the predominant
genotype in circulation in pigs detected
across at least 10 provinces,” they write.
Sun Honglei, the paper’s first author, says
G4’s inclusion of genes from the 2009
HINI pandemic “may promote the virus
adaptation” that leads to human-to-human
transmission. Therefore, “It’s necessary
to strengthen the surveillance” of pigs in
China for influenza viruses, says Sun, also
at CAU.

Influenza viruses frequently jump from pigs to

humans, but most do not then transmit between
humans. Two cases of G4 infections of humans
have been documented and both were dead-end
infections that did not transmit to other people.
“The likelihood
that this particular
variant is going to
cause a pandem-

ic is low,” says
Martha Nelson, an
evolutionary biol-
ogist at the U.S.

™® National Institutes
# of Health’s Fogarty
International Cen-
ter who studies pig
influenza viruses in
the United States
and their spread to
. humans. But Nel-
son notes that no one knew about the pandemic
HINTI strain, which jumped from pigs to people,
until the first human cases surfaced in 2009.
“And
there’s a risk that we neglect influenza and other
threats at this time” of COVID-19.

The new study offers but a tiny glimpse into

“Influenza can surprise us,” Nelson says.

swine influenza strains in China, which has 500
million pigs. While Nelson thinks the predom-
inance of G4 in their analysis is an interesting
finding, she says it’s hard to know whether its
spread is a growing problem, given the relatively
small sample size. “You’re really not getting a
good snapshot of what is dominant in pigs in
China,” she adds, stressing the need for more
sampling in the nation’s pigs.

In addition to stepping up surveillance, Sun

says it makes sense to develop a vaccine against
G4 for both pigs and humans. Webster says at
the very least, the seed stock to make a human
vaccine—variants of a strain that grow rapidly in
the eggs used to make a flu vaccine—should be
produced now. “Making the seed stock is not a
big deal, and we should have it ready,” Webster
says. (Courtesy https://www.sciencemag.org/)
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Preffered Brand at home and in restaurants.
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Excellent for Fried Rice, Steamed Rice, Spring Rolls or any
traditional rice dish.
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(Riviana )

Contact: Cesar Vazquez
Phone: 713-535-8215
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