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U.S. and China unveil deal to ramp up
cooperation on climate change
GLASGOW, Nov 10 (Reuters) - The United
States and China, the world’s two largest
emitters of carbon dioxide, unveiled a deal
to ramp up cooperation tackling climate
change, including by reducing methane
emissions, protecting forests and phasing
out coal.
The framework agreement was announced
by U.S. climate envoy John Kerry and his
Chinese counterpart Xie Zhenhua at the
U.N. climate conference in Scotland, and
was billed by both as way to tip the summit
toward success. read more
“Together we set out our support for a successful COP26, including certain elements
which will promote ambition,” Kerry told a
news conference. “Every step matters right
now, and we have a long journey ahead of
us.”
Speaking through an interpreter, Xie told
reporters that the deal would see China
strengthen its emissions-cutting targets and
develop a national plan on methane. He also
said both countries wanted to do more to
stop deforestation.
“Both sides will work jointly and with other
parties to ensure a successful COP26 and to
facilitate an outcome that is both ambitious
and balanced,” Xie said.
U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
welcomed the agreement between China and
the United States.
“Tackling the climate crisis requires international collaboration and solidarity, and this
is an important step in the right direction,”
Guterres posted on Twitter.
Britain has organised the COP 26 meeting in
Glasgow, Scotland, which aims to secure net
zero carbon emissions pledges and keep the
Paris Agreement target of a 1.5 degrees Celsius temperature rise within reach to curb the
impact of global warming. read more

China's Xi says Asia-Pacific must
not return to Cold War tensions
Nov 11 (Reuters) - The Asia-Pacific region must not return to
the tensions of the Cold War era,
Chinese President Xi Jinping said
on Thursday, ahead of a virtual
meeting with U.S. President Joe
Biden expected as soon as next
week.

Chinese President Xi Jinping is not attending
the United Nations meeting in person. Instead,
last week he delivered a written statement to
the opening section of the summit, when leaders usually give speeches.
In it, he offered no additional pledges, while
urging countries to keep their promises and
“strengthen mutual trust and cooperation”.
read more
Xi pledged at the U.N. General Assembly in
September that China would achieve carbon
neutrality before 2060.

Xi, in a recorded video message
to a CEO forum on the sidelines
of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit hosted by New
Zealand, said attempts to draw
ideological lines or form small
circles on geopolitical grounds

were bound to fail.
"The Asia-Pacific region cannot
and should not relapse into the
confrontation and division of the
Cold War era," Xi said.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said on Wednesday that
the United States and its allies
would take unspecified "action"
if China were to use force to alter
the status quo over Taiwan. read
Xi's remarks were an apparent
more
reference to U.S. efforts with alCombative U.S. diplomatic exlies and partners
changes with China early in the
in the region,
Biden administration unnerved
including the
allies, and U.S. officials believe
Quad grouping
direct engagement with Xi is the
with India, Japan
best way to prevent the relationand Australia,
ship between the world's two
to blunt what
biggest economies from spiraling
Washington
toward conflict.
sees as China's
growing coercive
A date has not been announced
economic and
for the Xi-Biden meeting, but a
military influperson briefed on the matter said
ence.
it was expected to be as soon as
next week. read more
China's military said on Tuesday
it conducted a combat readiness
Xi indicated earlier this week in a
patrol in the direction of the
letter to the annual dinner of the
Taiwan Strait, after its Defense
National Committee on U.S.-ChiMinistry condemned a visit by a
na Relations that China is ready
U.S. congressional delegation to
to properly manage differences
Taiwan, the democratically govwith the United States.
erned island claimed by Beijing.
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Important Role Of The
Commercial Bank
It was my great pleasure to
meet Ms. Kelsey Durham
today at our office. We
discussed the International
District and the local economy
in general.
Almost a quarter century ago,
Bellaire Blvd. was just farm
land because a lot of
newcomers, especially new
immigrants, moved to this
area. Many small businesses
were started mainly because
local financial banks gave

them a lot of support with
their loans.
Today in the Houston
International District all along
Bellaire Blvd. all kinds of
stores have opened including
supermarkets, restaurants,
beauty salons and insurance
companies. Just in the last
five years there were four
hundred stores that have
opened for business.
Trust is trust and investment

Wealee@scdaily.com

management services are
provided by SunTrust Bank.
And branch banking and trust
company both are now Trust
Bank.

Մ↛፹

We are so glad such a large
bank is interested to come
into our community and be a
part of our future for
assistance.

Republic of Guiana Honorary consul at Houston Texas

LIVE

Banking is such an important

part of our community. So
many new businesses not
only need financial
assistance, they also need to
learn how to manage their
business.
We are very proud of our
International District. I told
Ms. Durham that we can team
up together to promote
business as well as
community service.

Editor’s Choice
Hundreds of migrants camp at
the Belarus side of the border
with Poland near Kuznica
Bialostocka, Poland, in this
photograph released by the
Polish Defence Ministry, November 10. MON/Handout via
REUTERS

A makeshift memorial for the concertgoers who died in a stampede during a
Travis Scott performance at the 2021 Astroworld Festival grows in Houston,
Texas, November 9. REUTERS/Callaghan O’Hare

An image of assassinated President Jovenel Moise is seen in the background as locals maneuver past a burning barricade in protest of fuel shortages in Port-au-Prince, Haiti October
21, 2021. REUTERS/Adrees Latif.

A child from a group of migrants looks through a window of a vehicle in a forest near the Polish-Belarusian border outside Narewka, Poland November 9. A group of migrants was guided
out of the forest by Polish border guards and taken to a detention centre. REUTERS/Kacper
Pempel

Cast member Lady Gaga arrives
at the UK Premiere of the film
‘House of Gucci’ at Leicester
Square in London, Britain,
November 9. REUTERS/Henry
Nicholls

A man, part of group of
locals who set up a barricade to protest against fuel
shortages, covers his face
as he speaks to a man recording video on a mobile
device in Port-au-Prince,
Haiti October 21, 2021.
REUTERS/Adrees Latif
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‘Goldilocks Virus’: Delta’s Power
Overwhelms All Other Variants
As Scientists Race To Understand
All Of Its Many Complexities

2021年11月11日

BUSINESS
ed, in combination with immunity from
natural infections, would bring the virus
under control. But a more contagious virus means the vaccination target has to be
much higher, perhaps in the range of 90
percent. Globally, that could take years.
In the United States, the target may be
impossible to reach anytime soon given
the hardened vaccine resistance in a sizable fraction of the country, the fact that
children under 12 remain ineligible and
the persistent circulation of disinformation about vaccines and the pandemic.
With so many people unvaccinated, in the
United States and around the world, the
virus has abundant opportunity not only
to spread and sicken large numbers of
people, but to mutate further. Some scientists have expressed hope that the virus
has reached peak “fitness,” but there is no
evidence this is so.
Just as schools and workplaces were
ready to hit reset and embrace a level of
normalcy, indoor mask-wearing is back
in much of the country, regardless of vaccination status.

The delta variant is called the “Goldilocks virus” because it has the
right mutations to pass easily through humans quickly and infect
a number of people, per Nevan Krogan, a senior investigator
at the Gladstone Institute of Data Science and Biosciences.
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The variant battle in the United States is
over. Delta won. Correct? Not so fast.
Since late last year, the country has been
overrun by a succession of coronavirus
variants, each with its own suite of mutations conferring slightly different viral
traits. For much of this year, the alpha variant— officially known as B.1.1.7 and first
seen in the United Kingdom — looked like
the clear winner, accounting for the majority of cases by April. In second place was
iota, B.1.526, first seen in New York City.
A few others made the rogue’s gallery of
variants: gamma, beta, epsilon. Then came
delta — B.1.617.2. It had spread rapidly in
India, but in the United States, it sat there
for months, doing little as the alpha advanced. As recently as May 8, delta caused
only about 1 percent of new infections nationally.
Today, it has nearly wiped out all of its rivals. The coronavirus pandemic in America has become a delta pandemic. By the
end of July, it accounted for 93.4 percent
of new infections, according to the Centers

for Disease Control and Prevention.
The speed with which it dominated the
pandemic has left scientists nervous
about what the virus will do next. The
variant battles of 2021 are part of a longer
war, one that is far from over.

Delta is sending thousands of people into
hospitals every day and has knocked the
Biden administration back on its heels.
In a few short weeks, the delta variant
changed the calculations for what it will
take to end the pandemic.
Epidemiologists had hoped getting 70 or
80 percent of the population vaccinat-
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Hospitals in states with low vaccination
rates are struggling to cope with a flood
of patients. At the same time, vaccination rates are jumping as the reality of
the pandemic and the efficacy of the vaccines overcome fear, inertia and disinformation.
A Dangerous Brew
Several factors have played a role in the
rise of delta:
Behavior. This is almost impossible
for researchers to quantify. As infection
numbers started dropping in mid-April,
people began returning to crowded gyms,
restaurants, ballparks, indoor theaters,
dance clubs. The CDC said vaccinated
people didn’t need to wear masks. Human nature took over. Only the hypervigilant refused to behave as if the pandemic
had ended.
Vaccine resistance. When the United
States was reporting 3 million inoculations each day, it appeared plausible that
by July 4 the Biden administration would
reach its goal of 70 percent of adults with
at least one shot. But in May, the rate of
vaccination slowed dramatically. As of

today, more than 90 million people nationwide who could get a shot haven’t.
Tens of millions of children remain ineligible because the vaccines do not have
approval for those age groups yet.
The delta variant itself. The rapid ascendancy to total domination is the
real-world proof that this variant is different. For virologists studying the coronavirus up close, that difference remains
somewhat mysterious. Scientists are racing to understand what makes this variant so successful. They are studying it in
animal models and in petri dishes, and
scrutinizing the genomes of thousands of
closely related lineages. What’s most sobering to scientists is how the coronavirus keeps getting better at jumping from
person to person.

The original strain that emerged in Wuhan, China, had an estimated reproductive number — an “R-naught” — of
roughly 2.5. That’s the average number
of new infections generated by each infected person in a population without
immunity or mitigations. Any number
above 1 means that outbreaks will expand and spread. But the CDC and other scientists say delta has a reproductive
number greater than 5.
The result is what the United States has
endured this summer: viral explosion.
Although the greater transmissibility
of delta is clear at this point, scientists
are less certain about whether it has enhanced virulence — that is, whether it’s
more likely to make a person severely ill.
The evidence on disease severity is limited and largely anecdotal.
Stephen Brierre, chief of critical care at
Baton Rouge General in Louisiana, said
the onset of respiratory failure requiring
ventilation seems to be more rapid: “This
is observational and anecdotal at this
point: They get sicker quicker.”
Emily L. Tull, a nurse practitioner in the
covid unit at Willis-Knighton Medical
Center in Shreveport, La., said that under
normal circumstances, one nurse manages two patients in intensive care. In recent
weeks, Tull pointed out, “these patients
are so sick they’re requiring one-on-one
care.”
Patients are younger compared with earlier in the pandemic, perhaps because
fewer young people are vaccinated. Tull

said health-care workers are “having to
make the decision of do we start dialysis
on a healthy 25-year-old?”

In Alabama, where about 43 percent of
adults are fully vaccinated and virtually
all 67 counties are reporting high levels
of community transmission, health officials are seeing inpatient data supporting that “delta may be more harmful,”
according to Jeanne Marrazzo, director
of the infectious-diseases division at the
University of Alabama at Birmingham
School of Medicine. At the 1,200-bed
UAB hospital, patients hospitalized for
covid-19 are younger, the patients who
have died are younger, and there appears
to be greater use of a last-resort treatment, called ECMO, that can mechanically substitute for badly damaged lungs.
The heavy use of ECMO “connotes truly serious systemic illness,” Marrazzo
wrote in an email.
An internal CDC document, first disclosed late last month by The Washington Post, cited several studies from other
countries showing that infections with
delta are more likely to result in hospitalization. The document concluded that
greater disease severity is “likely” with
delta — one reason the authors said the
agency needed to “acknowledge the war
has changed.”

CDC Director Rochelle Walensky said
Thursday that such research is preliminary. She noted that the delta variant
spread rapidly in a time when mitigation efforts such as masking and social
distancing had been relaxed. That has
led to many more people being exposed
and made it difficult for researchers to
disentangle the severity of the virus from
important changes in how people are exposed to it.
(Article Continues Below)
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‘Goldilocks Virus’: Delta’s Power
Overwhelms All Other Variants
As Scientists Race To Understand
All Of Its Many Complexities

available. Walensky said Thursday that her
agency plans to update the breakthrough
data.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

A Mystery Story – CDC Changes The War
At the CDC, the war has indeed changed.
The agency has often acted at the pace of
an academic institution. It can be glacial in
putting out new guidance. Delta forced it to
accelerate its normal process when evidence
emerged that vaccinated people with breakthrough infections are spreading the virus.
The agency changed its masking guidancewithout initially publishing the data that incited the change.
A “full-court press” to understand the delta
variant is underway at the agency and will
continue “until we break this surge,” said
one official, who spoke on the condition of
anonymity because he wasn’t authorized to
speak publicly on the matter.

Vaccinations remain key. All three vaccines
with emergency use authorization in the
United States are highly effective at preventing severe illness or death from delta or other
variants. Vaccinated people rarely need hospitalization for covid-19, the disease caused
by the virus. Delta is spreading fastest in
areas with low vaccination rates. Vaccination lowers the risk of infection eightfold
and the risk of hospitalization or death 25fold, according to the CDC. But vaccinated
people are getting sick, too. Delta appears
to be slightly more capable than some other
variants at causing breakthrough infections,
which are usually mild to moderate cases
that do not require hospitalization.
The rising number of breakthrough infections isn’t surprising: As the number of vaccinated people increases, and delta swarms
the nation, it’s inevitable that the virus will
sometimes sneak past the enormously robust
shield of protection afforded by vaccines.
The recent Provincetown, Mass., outbreak
that drew national attention illustrates the

point. The people who flocked to the
tourist town at the tip of Cape Cod were
overwhelmingly vaccinated. Hundreds
of people became infected, three-fourths
of them with breakthrough cases. But
the vaccines kept them from becoming severely ill: Only four people with
breakthrough infections were hospitalized. What alarmed the CDC were tests
showing that vaccinated people with delta
infections had viral loads similar to those
among unvaccinated people. That suggested vaccinated people could spread
the virus.

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention last month recommended
people — vaccinated or not — don face
coverings inside public settings. (Scott
Olson/Getty Images)
Walensky and Surgeon General Vivek
H. Murthy have said in recent weeks that
97 percent of people hospitalized with
covid-19 were unvaccinated. A documentposted Aug. 2 by the White House
stated, “Virtually all U.S. Hospitalizations
and Deaths are Among Unvaccinated
People.” The document cited that in Ohio,
99.5 percent of deaths and 98.8 percent of
hospitalizations were among the unvaccinated. But officials have relied on older
data that does not capture the current impact of the delta, Walensky acknowledged
Thursday when questioned at a White
House covid-19 task force briefing.
The Ohio health department, contacted by
The Post, confirmed the numbers for the
state but noted that the data covers Jan. 1
to July 21. Walensky said she had been
relying on data from January to June.
The use of figures from early in the year
skews the picture by including a large
number of people sickened and killed by
the virus before vaccinations were widely

Demonstrators gather July 24 outside a
Livonia, Mich., hospital to protest mandatory coronavirus vaccine shots for
health-care workers. (Emily Elconin/
Bloomberg News)
The uncertainty about breakthrough infections “is disconcerting, and I think the
reality is it’s humbling as a medical community,” said William G. Morice II, chair
of the department of laboratory medicine
and pathology at the Mayo Clinic.
“Even with the whole world being focused
on covid, we still don’t truly understand
the intricacies of the virus and its interplay
with the immune system,” he said.
A Numbers Game
A Colorado county, perched on the western slopes of the Rocky Mountains, tells
the story of delta’s swift spread. In early
May, five cases of the delta variant were
reported in Mesa County. The extent of the
threat was still emerging, but public health
officials urged residents to get vaccinated.
They noted that only 36 percent of people
eligible for a shot had been fully vaccinated. In late May, the county announced the
first pediatric death from covid-19 — a
child infected with delta and too young for
a vaccine.
In late June, the Country Jam music festival opened. Public health officials sent
a bus to administer vaccines on-site, and
used signs and messages on the Jumbotron
to warn concertgoers about delta.

By early August, there were nearly 900
known cases of infection caused by the
delta variant. Vaccines remained the best
protection against severe illness, but about
half of known cases were in fully vaccinat-

ed people.
The national numbers are similarly vertical. The seven-day rolling average of cases used by The Post showed about 13,000
new cases a day July 1. On Friday, that
figure topped 100,000, and there is no sign
of the curve flattening. Deaths are rising
sharply as well: The daily average jumped
from 209 on July 6 to 489 on Friday, a
month later.
Because the delta variant replicates so well
when it gets inside human cells, the infectious dose may be lower. Infected people
may also begin shedding the virus sooner
and in greater quantities. It’s a numbers
game, and delta has numbers on its side.
Rapid replication of the virus has probably
shortened the period between a person getting infected and becoming infectious, to
perhaps two or three days rather than five
or six.
The flip side is that the delta surge is expected to peak faster. A more contagious
virus finds susceptible people quickly and
burns through that “fuel” faster. This may
explain why the United Kingdom and India have both experienced surprisingly
swift drop in cases after recent delta surges.

People attend the Kaleidoscope Festival
on July 24 in London, one of the first festivals in England since most coronavirus
restrictions were lifted. (Justin Tallis/
AFP/Getty Images)
‘Delta Surprised Me’
Human beings have never before seen viral
evolution in such vivid scientific detail. Genomic sequencing technologies developed
in recent years allow scientists to witness
the evolution of a pandemic virus in real
time, as one lineage evolves into another.
Scientists say the delta variant’s mutations
look, at first glance, unremarkable compared with the mutations in variants it has
outcompeted. It lacks some of the immunity-evading mutations seen in gamma
and beta, for example. But one mutation,
P681R, may play an outsize role in boosting delta. The coronavirus requires two
steps to get into the cell, akin to putting a
key into a lock and turning it to open the
door. Most of the mutations identified in
the other “variants of concern” seem to improve the key’s fit to the lock, said Vineet

D. Menachery, a scientist who studies
coronaviruses at the University of Texas
Medical Branch in Galveston. The P681R
mutation seems to improve how the key is
turned, making it better at getting into cells.
The delta has mutations that affect other
regions — and little is known about what
they do.

Menachery said he regularly debates with
people in his laboratory and other scientists about the evolutionary potential of
the virus. He describes this coronavirus as
a “Goldilocks virus” — many things have
to be just right for it to remain successful.
A mutation that helps the virus enter a cell,
for example, might come with an Achilles’
heel, making it less stable. That leaves the
open question of whether delta is the fittest
— that is, the worst — version of the virus,
or whether it could acquire some new mutations that make it even more formidable.
“Nobody knows what tricks the virus has
left,” said Jeremy Luban, a virologist at
the University of Massachusetts Medical
School. “It’s possible we’ve seen all of its
chess moves, or its poker tricks, but it’s
got a very big complicated genome and it
probably still has some space to explore.”
Like everyone else, scientists are wondering when SARS-CoV-2’s contagiousness
will peak.

“Delta surprised me,” said Trevor Bedford,
an expert on viral evolution at the Fred
Hutchinson Cancer Research Center. “This
doesn’t happen with an influenza pandemic. It doesn’t happen with Ebola. It doesn’t
happen with most other things.”
He knows it can’t keep evolving to become
more transmissible forever. Eventually, the
virus will hit a ceiling, he said.
“But it’s not exactly clear what that is.”
(Courtesy washingtonpost.com)

