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China says respects choices of Afghan 
people, calls for smooth transition
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BEIJING, Aug. 16 (Xinhua) -- China respects the 
choices of the Afghan people and hopes for a smooth 
transition in the Afghan situation, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson said Monday.

The Taliban said on Sunday that the war in Afghanistan 
has ended and they will soon declare the establishment 
of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan. They will take re-
sponsible actions to ensure the safety of Afghan citizens 
and foreign missions in Afghanistan.

In response, spokesperson Hua Chunying said the 
situation in Afghanistan has undergone major changes 
and China respects the wishes and choices of the Afghan 
people.

China expects the Taliban to fulfill its commitment to 
ensure a smooth transition of the situation in Afghani-
stan, curb all kinds of terrorism and criminal acts, keep 
the Afghan people away from wars and rebuild their 
beautiful homeland, she said.

In response to a question on whether China has contact 
with the Taliban and recognizes the Taliban regime, 
Hua said China has maintained contact with the Afghan 
Taliban on the basis of fully respecting Afghan national 
sovereignty and the will of all factions in the country, 
and has always played a constructive role in promoting 
the political settlement of the Afghan issue.

Inside C2

On July 28, Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi met in Tianjin with Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, 
political chief of Afghanistan’s Taliban.

“We hope the Taliban will unite with all parties and ethnic 
groups in Afghanistan to establish a broad and inclusive po-
litical structure that suits its own national conditions to lay 
the foundation for realizing a lasting peace in Afghanistan,” 
she added.

On many occasions, the Taliban has expressed the hope of 
developing sound relations with China, saying they look 
forward to China’s participation in the reconstruction and 
development of Afghanistan, and that they will never allow 
any forces to use the Afghan territory to endanger China, 
according to the spokesperson.

She said that China always respects the sovereign inde-
pendence and territorial integrity of Afghanistan, never 
interferes in the internal affairs of Afghanistan, and always 
pursues a friendly policy toward all the Afghan people.

“China respects the right of the Afghan people to inde-
pendently determine their own destiny, and stands ready to 
develop good-neighborly, friendly and cooperative relations 
with Afghanistan, and to play a constructive role in the 
peace and reconstruction of Afghanistan,” Hua said.

The United States and several European countries are 
evacuating their embassy staff from the country. In 
response to a query on whether China has any plans to 
withdraw its embassy, Hua said the Chinese embassy in 
Afghanistan is still operating normally, and the Chinese 
ambassador and embassy staff are still performing their 
duties.

Most of the Chinese citizens in Afghanistan have 
already returned to China according to arrangements 
made by the Chinese embassy, but there are still a 
few people who have chosen to stay there volun-
tarily. The embassy maintains close contact with them, 
and will continue to pay close attention to the situation in 
Afghanistan and provide the necessary services and assis-
tance to all Chinese citizens in Afghanistan, Hua said.
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As the country’s
president fled the
country, the Taliban
effectively sealed their
control of Afghanistan
pouring into the capital
city of Kabul while
meeting little
resistance as chaos
and fear gripped the
city with tens of
thousands of people
trying to escape. After
twenty years and
spending of billions
dollars, the United
States built up the
government and its
defense forces in an
effort that now seems
to have been futile.

U.S. forces were
evacuating all staff
from the U.S. Embassy
after President Biden
deployed 5,000 troops
to the country following
a lightning fast Taliban
offensive across the
country that brought an
embarrassing end to
the U.S. military
presence after two
decades.

In a statement the
fleeing president said,
“If I stayed, countless
countrymen would
have been martyred
and Kabul City would
also have faced
destruction.”

In Washington, D.C.,
Senate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell said
the exit, including the
frantic evacuation of
Americans and
vulnerable Afghans
from Kabul, is a
shameful failure of
American leadership.

President Biden now
faces sharp criticism
from Republicans in

Congress. He will
address the nation in
the near future.

Afghan President
Ghani fled the country
saying he feared
bloodshed and had
hoped the rest of the
military would come to
prevent the Taliban
takeover.

There is plenty of
blame to go around on

the collapse of
Afghanistan, while
President Biden has
followed through on his
promise to swiftly end
America’s longest
war.

We are very worried
that the new
government of the
Taliban will encourage
a breeding ground for
terror. This is a
worldwide issue.
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The Taliban Takes OverThe Taliban Takes Over
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Editor’s Choice

A Taliban fighter runs toward a crowd outside Kabul airport, Kabul, Afghani-
stan August 16, 2021. REUTERS TV/via REUTERS

Taliban fighters stand outside the Interior Ministry in Kabul, Afghanistan, August 16, 2021. 
REUTERS/Stringer

Taliban forces patrol a street in Herat, Afghanistan August 14, 2021. REUTERS/
Stringer

A member of Taliban (C) 
stands outside Hamid Karzai 
International Airport in Kabul, 
Afghanistan, August 16, 2021. 
REUTERS/Stringer

A man, who purportedly 
is a Taliban militant, holds 
a wireless microphone as 
he speaks on the street in 
Kabul, Afghanistan, in 
this still image taken from 
social media video upload-
ed August 16, 2021 and 
obtained by REUTERS

Taliban fighters patrol Farah, 
Afghanistan August 11, 2021. 
REUTERS/Stringer
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Seventy percent of U.S. adults have had at 
least one shot of a Covid vaccine, accord-
ing to data published Monday by the CDC, 
about a month behind President Joe Biden’s 
Fourth of July goal.
The 70% goal set by Biden in May is seen 
by federal health officials as a crucial step 
toward reaching so-called herd immunity — 
when enough people in a given community 
have antibodies against a specific disease.
While the milestone is a significant achieve-
ment for the nation, it should be seen as a 
floor, rather than a ceiling, especially as 
the highly contagious delta variant spreads, 
health experts say.
“We need to have at least 80% of the pop-
ulation vaccinated to truly have some form 
of herd immunity,” Dr. Paul Offit, a voting 
member of the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration’s Vaccines and Related Biological 
Products Advisory Committee, said in a re-
cent interview. “This is a fairly contagious 
virus.”
Dr. Natasha Bhuyan, a family physician 
with One Medical in Phoenix, said that 
while the 70% nationwide mark is notewor-
thy, local communities with lower vaccina-
tion rates are still worrisome.

 “Even if America reaches 70% or 75%, if 
we continue to have ZIP codes and neigh-
borhoods at 40 or 50%, they will continue 
to be at risk of having outbreaks and being 
hot spots,” she said. “Even if we hit the 
70% milestone, we can celebrate but we 
should celebrate it with caution.”
The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention’s updated data comes almost a 
week after the agency reversed course on 
its prior guidance and recommended fully 
vaccinated Americans who live in areas 
with high Covid infection rates resume 
wearing face masks indoors. The guide-

lines cover about two-thirds of the U.S. 
population, according to a CNBC analy-
sis.
While the delta variant hits unvaccinat-
ed people the hardest, some inoculated 
people could be carrying higher levels of 
the virus than previously understood and 
could transmit it to others, CDC Director 
Dr. Rochelle Walensky said last week. She 
added that the variant behaves “uniquely 
differently from past strains of the virus.”
U.S. health officials maintain that the 
Covid vaccines manufactured by Pfiz-
er-BioNTech, Moderna and Johnson & 
Johnson are highly protective against the 
variant, especially against severe disease 
and death. Still, the pace of vaccinations 
in the U.S. has slowed in recent months.
Total vaccination numbers in the U.S. 
are at the highest they have been in more 
than a month as companies, organiza-
tions and, most recently, cities have be-
gun announcing vaccine mandates. At 
the same time, COVID-19 cases have 
also climbed around the country, driven 
by the highly contagious delta variant.                                                                                                                                         
White House chief of staff Ronald Klain 
said in a post on Twitter Friday that 
COVID-19 vaccinations had reached 
their highest 24-hour total since before 
July 4, with 918,000 doses administered 
and 576,000 newly vaccinated, up from 
821,000 and 565,000 respectively last Fri-
day.
This comes in a week that has seen report-
ed COVID-19 case counts at the level of 
November 2020 and a seven-day average 
of more than 140,000 cases per day, ac-
cording to NBC News’ tally.
“Vaccine requirements and incentives are 
starting to pay off — as well as the trage-
dy of seeing so much needless illness and 
loss due to Delta’s impact on the unvacci-
nated,” Klain wrote.

Cullen Veasley, 17, receives his sec-
ond dose of the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) vaccine at a mobile pop-up 

vaccination clinic hosted by the Detroit 
Health Department with the Detroit 
Public Schools Community District at 
Renaissance High School in Detroit, 
Michigan, July 26, 2021. (Photo/Emily 
Elconin | Reuters)
The 900,000-plus doses administered is 
the highest total reported in a day since 1.1 
million doses in the U.S. were reported 
July 3, according to figures from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention. 
That’s up from a low of about 243,000 
doses administered July 20.And while sin-

gle-day numbers can fluctuate dramatical-
ly, the seven-day average of doses admin-
istered has also been trending up for most 
of the last six weeks, according to an NBC 
News analysis of CDC data. After hitting 
a pandemic low of an average 507,000 
doses over the past seven days on July 20, 
that figure stood at about 712,000 Friday.

Vaccinations are on the rise as cities — on 
the heels of major companies and other 
organizations — implement stricter vac-

cination rules.
New Orleans announced Thursday that ef-
fective Aug. 16 it would require proof of 
vaccination or a negative COVID-19 test 
for indoor dining, bars, gyms, indoor en-
tertainment and large outdoor events.                                                                               
“This is in addition to the indoor mask 
mandate and in an effort to curb the un-
precedented level of hospitalizations 
statewide and the growing number of 
deaths due to the more contagious and 
more deadly Delta variant,” the city said 
in a statement. 

And San Francisco Mayor London Breed 
also announced Thursday that the city will 
be requiring proof of vaccination for pa-
trons and employees of restaurants, bars, 
theaters, gyms and large events. Breed 
said the requirement for full proof of vac-
cination for patrons in indoor public set-
tings would begin Aug. 20 and the proof 
of vaccination requirement for staff mem-
bers would begin Oct. 13 to allow time for 
full vaccination.
“We know that for our city to bounce back 
from the pandemic and thrive, we need 
to use the best method we have to fight 
COVID-19 and that’s vaccines,” Breed 
said in a statement. “Many San Francis-
co businesses are already leading the way 
by requiring proof of vaccination for their 
customers because they care about the 
health of their employees, their custom-
ers, and this City. This order builds on 
their leadership and will help us weather 
the challenges ahead and keep our busi-
nesses open. Vaccines are our way out of 
the pandemic, and our way back to a life 
where we can be together safely.” (Cour-
tesy https://www.cnbc.com/)
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KEY POINTS
CDC data shows 70% of U.S. adults have had at least one shot of a 

Covid-19 vaccine. The milestone is about a month behind President Joe 
Biden’s Fourth of July goal. While the milestone is a significant achieve-

ment for the nation, it should be  seen as a floor, rather than a ceiling, 
health experts say. 

Total Vaccination Numbers Are At The Highest They Have Been In 
More Than A Month As More Cities Have Begun Mandating Them

U.S. Reaches 70% COVID 
Vaccine Milestone For Adults

COMMUNITY

Prices for U.S. consumers jumped in June 
by the most in 13 years, signaling that a 
swift rebound in spending has run up against 
widespread supply shortages that have esca-
lated the costs of many goods and services.
Tuesday’s report from the Labor Department 
showed that consumer prices in June rose 
0.9% from May and 5.4% over the past year 
— the sharpest 12-month inflation spike 
since August 2008. Excluding volatile oil 
and gas prices, so-called core inflation rose 
4.5% in the past year, the largest increase 
since November 1991.
The pickup in inflation, which has coincided 
with the economy’s rapid recovery from the 
pandemic recession, will likely intensify a 
debate at the Federal Reserve and between 
the Biden administration and congressional 
Republicans about how persistent the accel-
erating price increases will prove to be.
The Fed and the White House have made 
clear their belief that the current bout of in-

flation will prove temporary. As supply 
chain bottlenecks are resolved and the 
economy returns to normal, they suggest, 
the price spikes for such items as used 
cars, hotel rooms and airline tickets will 
fade along with inflation. Some econo-
mists, along with Wall Street investors, 
have indicated that they agree.

“The headline inflation numbers have 
been eye-popping in recent months, but 

underlying inflation remains under con-
trol,” said Gus Faucher, an economist at 
PNC Financial Services. “Once again a 
few categories — used vehicles, airfares, 
rental cars, hotels — are experiencing huge 
price gains because of the recovery from 
the pandemic.”
Related

Home price gains 50% too high?
Still, continued higher inflation does raise 
the prospect that the Fed could decide to 
act earlier than expected to pull back on its 
ultra-low interest rate policies, which have 
been intended to support more borrowing 
and spending. If so, that would risk weak-
ening the economy and potentially derail-
ing the recovery. Fed officials have said re-
peatedly, though, that they regard the surge 
in inflation as a temporary phenomenon.
One reason why year-over-year inflation 
readings are now so high is that the most 
recent prices are being measured against 
the sharp price declines that followed the 
eruption of the pandemic in March of last 
year. That statistical distortion began to 
fade in June and will no longer be a factor 
when July’s year-over-year inflation fig-
ures are released next month.
Looking past those distortions, prices are 
rising faster than then did before the pan-
demic but not as much as the recent month-
ly numbers suggest. Greg McBride, chief 
financial analyst at Bankrate, noted that 
compared with June 2019, inflation has 
risen at about a 3% annual pace over the 
past two years. That is up from the 2.6% 
annual inflation pace from May 2019 to 
May 2021.

In addition, some ongoing price spikes 
could fade soon. Hotel room prices surged 
7% in June alone and 15.1% in the past 
year, the most on records dating to the 
1950s. But that surge has merely returned 
hotel prices to pre-pandemic levels and so 
may not persist.
California consumer confidence index 
at 28-month high
Airline fares, which jumped 2.7% last 
month, have skyrocketed nearly 25% com-
pared with a year ago. Yet airline ticket 
prices are still below pre-COVID levels.
Prices for used cars are far above where 
they were before the pandemic and soared 

10.5% last month alone — the largest such 
monthly increase on record. That spike ac-
counted for about one-third of the month-
ly increase in consumer prices for a third 
straight month.
Used cars have become vastly more ex-
pensive largely because semiconductor 
shortages have cut production of new cars, 
thereby leading more buyers to the used 
car lots. And many rental car companies 
sold portions of their fleets during the 
pandemic to raise cash and are now des-
perately buying up used cars to replenish 
their supply. All that demand has elevated 
vehicle rental prices by an astounding 90% 
in the past year.
That surge, though, isn’t considered likely 
to last. Prices are starting to drop at whole-
sale auctions where dealers buy vehicles, 
and analysts say vehicle demand may be 
slowing.
David Kelleher, who runs a Stellantis (for-
merly Fiat Chrysler) dealership in Glen 
Mills, Pennsylvania near Philadelphia, has 
observed that fewer of his customers are 
seeking used vehicles dried up.

 

“I think the word got out that it was a tough 
time to buy a used car,” Kelleher said.
Kelleher, who has now cut prices on the 
roughly 150 used vehicles he has in stock, 
says other dealers are reporting the same 
conditions, and he expects customers to re-
turn once the price declines take full effect. 
Still, supplies of new vehicles remain tight 
and prices high, a trend that could sustain 
customer demand for used vehicles.
More broadly, other trends are keeping 
consumer prices high: Restaurant prices 
rose 0.7% last month and 4.2% over the 
past year, a sign that many companies are 
raising prices to offset higher labor costs.
The cost of household furniture increased 
0.7% from May to June and 8.6% com-
pared with a year ago, as more Americans 
have upgraded their homes after spend-
ing more time there during the pandemic. 
Mohawk Industries, which makes carpets 
and tiles, has said it will raise prices 6% to 
10% — its third price hike of the year — to 
cover higher costs for raw material, labor 
and shipping.
The spice maker McCormick & Co. said 
it plans to raise prices to offset higher raw 
materials costs. Likewise, Conagra has 
said inflationary pressures have reduced its 
profits. The company, which makes every-
thing from Duncan Hines to Pam cooking 

spray, has said it will raise prices to offset 
some of those costs. PepsiCo, too, said it 
will likely raise prices for its drinks and 
Frito-Lay snacks after Labor Day.

So far, investors have largely accepted the 
Fed’s belief that higher inflation will be 
short-lived, with bond yields signaling that 
inflation concerns on Wall Street are fad-
ing. Bond investors now expect inflation 
to average 2.4% over the next five years, 
down from 2.7% in mid-May.
Americans’ longer-term views on inflation 
have also leveled off. A survey by the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank of New York, released 
Monday, found that consumers expect in-
flation to remain near 5% a year from now. 
But they expect inflation to be 3.5% three 
years from now, down slightly from last 
month. Consumers typically overestimate 
future inflation.
The public’s expectations of inflation are 
important, because they can be self-ful-
filling. If consumers foresee higher prices, 
they are likely to demand higher pay, and 
businesses will try to charge more to offset 
their higher costs. (Courtesy ap.com)
Related
Inflation In A Glance
The US consumer price inflation rate stood 
at 5.4 percent in July 2021, unchanged 
from the previous month’s 13-year high 
and slightly above market expectations 
of 5.3 percent, reflecting the low base ef-
fect caused by the coronavirus crisis, the 
re-opening of the economy and continued 
supply constraints. Main upward pres-
sure came from food (3.4 percent vs 2.4 
percent), led by sharp increases in food 
at home (2.6 percent vs 0.9 percent) and 
food away from home (4.6 percent vs 4.2 
percent); new vehicles (6.4 percent vs 5.3 
percent); 
and shelter (2.8 percent vs 2.6 percent). 
Meanwhile, inflation moderated for energy 
(23.8 percent vs 24.5 percent); used cars 
and trucks (41.7 percent vs 45.2 percent); 
apparel (4.2 percent vs 4.9 percent); trans-
portation services (6.4 percent vs 10.4 per-
cent); and medical care services (0.8 per-
cent vs 1.0 percent). On a monthly basis, 
consumer prices rose 0.5 percent in July, 
the least since February’s 0.4 percent gain. 
(Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics)
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“Core Inflation” Rose 4.5% In The Past Year –
Largest Increase Since November 1991

Higher Prices Are On The Way-- 
Inflation Rises Most Since 1991

A sign displays the price for shirts as a shopper peruses the offerings at a Cost-
co warehouse on Thursday, June 17, 2021, in Lone Tree, Colo. American con-
sumers faced a third straight monthly surge in princes in June, the latest sign 
that a rapid reopening of the economy is fueling a pent-up demand for goods 
and services that in many cases remain in short supply. (AP Photo/David Za-
lubowski) 
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