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New York Governor Cuomo resigns in sexual harassment scandal
NEW YORK, Aug 10 (Reuters) - Faced with
mounting legal pressures and demands for his
departure from President Joe Biden and others,
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo resigned
on Tuesday following an inquiry that found he
sexually harassed 11 women, capping a startling
downfall for one of the most prominent politicians in the United States.
A Democrat who had served since 2011 as governor of the fourth most-populous state, Cuomo
made the announcement a week after New York
Attorney General Letitia James released the
results of a five-month independent investigation
that concluded he had engaged in conduct that
violated U.S. and state laws.
In a televised, 20-minute address, Cuomo, 63,
said his resignation would take effect in 14
days, derailing a long political career that once
appeared headed for a possible U.S. presidential
campaign.
Cuomo again denied any wrongdoing, though he
said he accepted “full responsibility” for what
he characterized as ill-conceived attempts to be
affectionate or humorous.
He said he had concluded that fighting the accusations while remaining in office would paralyze
state government and cost taxpayers millions of
dollars at a time when the coronavirus pandemic
still poses a major threat.
“I think, given the circumstances, the best way
I can help now is if I step aside and let government get back to government - and therefore
that’s what I’ll do,” he said.
Cuomo’s resignation spared him from possible removal from office through impeachment
proceedings in the Democratic-controlled state
legislature, which appeared overwhelmingly
likely as lawmakers abandoned him in droves.
The investigation, detailed in a 168-page report,
found that Cuomo groped, kissed or made suggestive comments to women including current
and former government workers - one a state
trooper - and retaliated against at least one woman who accused him of sexual misconduct.
Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul, 62 and a
Democrat from western New York, will take
over as governor of the state of more than 19
million people until the end of Cuomo’s term in
December 2022 as outlined in the state constitution, becoming the first woman to hold the post.
“I agree with Governor Cuomo’s decision to
step down,” Hochul said in a statement. “It is the
right thing to do and in the best interest of New

Yorkers.”
Cuomo is the latest New York politician to
leave in scandal. Eliot Spitzer quit as governor in 2008 over his patronage of prostitutes. The man who succeeded him, David
Paterson, aborted his 2010 re-election campaign facing allegations of witness tampering and other offenses. U.S. Representative
Anthony Weiner resigned from Congress
in 2011 in a sexting scandal. In 2018, New
York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman
resigned after four women accused him of
abuse.
Cuomo also became the latest powerful man
taken down in recent years following the
rise of the #MeToo social movement against
sexual abuse and harassment that has shaken
politics, Hollywood, the business world and
the workplace.
Lindsay Boylan, a former aide who was the
first woman to accuse Cuomo publicly last
December, wrote on Twitter that Cuomo had
remained “abusive” until the end by attacking his victims.
“My hope always has been that this will
make it safer for other women to report their
own harassment and abuse,” she wrote.
Demonstrators hold signs as they gather
outside the New York Governor Andrew
Cuomo’s office calling for his resignation,
in the Manhattan borough of New York,

Cuomo was elected to three four-year terms as governor, as was his
late father, Mario Cuomo. He previously served as secretary of the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development from 1997 to
2001 under then-President Bill Clinton.
Like his father, Andrew Cuomo never ran for president despite
speculation about his possible ambitions. He was hailed as a national
leader last year early in the COVID-19 pandemic after delivering
daily news conferences as his state became the U.S. epicenter of the
public health crisis.
The attorney general’s civil investigation found that the actions of
Cuomo and his senior advisers violated multiple state and federal
laws, but James did not pursue criminal charges.
Local prosecutors in Manhattan, Nassau County, Albany County and
Westchester County, however, said after the report’s release that they
were looking into the matter and requested evidence from the independent inquiry.
Last week, one of Cuomo’s accusers, Brittany Commisso, filed a
criminal report with the Albany County Sheriff’s Office, alleging
the governor groped her breast at the Executive Mansion in Albany
last November. The sheriff told reporters his office would conduct a
thorough investigation.
Cuomo had for months denied escalating accusations of sexual
harassment - and renewed those denials after the investigative report
was issued. But what was left of his political support crumbled after
the findings were made public. Hours later, Biden, a longtime friend,
said he believed Cuomo should resign.
Other prominent Democrats including the state’s two U.S. senators,
Chuck Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand, and U.S. House of Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi also lined up in calling on Cuomo to
step down.
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On The Potomac River
and expensive cars
were parked at the
center. The Potomac
Town Center is one of
the richest
communities in
America.
Hundreds of mansions
surround this small
area. A lot of them are
“old money”
residences and many
of them are new
billionaires from Wall
Street.

Wealee@scdaily.com
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Republic of Guiana Honorary consul at Houston Texas
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Today I walked through
the streets of
Washington, DC.
There are many law
firms and companies in
the tall buildings. Many
power brokers and
lawyers have offices
there and are looking
for the opportunity to
make a deal.
Nearby are the U.S.
Congress, the U.S.
Capitol Building and
the White House. In
the U.S. Senate the

senators are still
debating the
infrastructure bill. This
will lead to an
important investment in
roads, bridges, rail,
broadband internet and
electric grids. The bill is
designed to satisfy the
Republican steadfast
opposition to new
taxes. This kind of
infrastructure upgrade
will cost trillions of
dollars over the next
decades. But our
nation needs it to

improve our living
standard.
On Wednesday I
traveled around the
Potomac River from
DC. There are many
beautiful bridges with
many sailing boats
and a lot of high-rise
apartment buildings
that all together look
like a beautiful
picture.

Potomac in
Woodbridge, Virgina.,
more than twelve
banks surrounded at
the center and many
cafes and restaurants

There is a big gap
between the rich and
the poor in our country.
I still enjoy this rich
small city that
represents many
success stories.

When I stood at the
Town Center of the

Editor’s Choice
A volunteer reacts as a wildfire
burns in the village of Galatsona, on the island of Evia,
Greece. REUTERS/Stelios
Misinas

A parent and a member of the ‘Community Patriots’ confronts a police officer
while protesting against wearing masks in schools before a school board
workshop at the Pinellas County Schools Administration Building in Largo,
Florida. REUTERS/Octavio Jones

A man standing in Canada leans across the U.S.-Canada border to give a treat to a dog on
the U.S. side after Canada opened the border to vaccinated Americans in Blaine, Washington.
An aerial view shows a herd of wild Asian elephants crossing the Yuanjiang River in
REUTERS/David Ryder

Yuanjiang county of Yuxi, Yunnan province, China. The herd of 14 wild Asian elephants
is on its way back to its traditional habitat, according to provincial officials. China Daily

An internally displaced child from
northern provinces, who fled from
his home due the fighting between
Taliban and Afghan security forces,
sleeps in a public park that they use
as shelter in Kabul, Afghanistan.
REUTERS/Stringer

An aerial view shows minimal traffic in a roundabout
in Quezon City, during a
two-week lockdown following a surge in coronavirus cases, in Metro Manila,
Philippines. REUTERS/
Adrian Portugal
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U.S. Is Now Averaging 100,000
New COVID-19 Infections A Day

Passengers wait in a long line to get a COVID-19 test to travel overseas at
Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport on Friday in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. Recent flight cancelations caused many passengers to redo
their tests while others were unable to get the test locally due to long lines
caused by the surge of the delta variant. (Photo/Marta Lavandier/AP )
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The U.S. is now averaging 100,000 new
COVID-19 infections a day, returning to a
milestone last seen during the winter surge
in yet another bleak reminder of how quickly
the delta variant has spread through the country. The U.S. was averaging about 11,000
cases a day in late June. Now the number is
107,143. It took the U.S. about nine months
to cross the 100,000 average case number in
November before peaking at about 250,000
in early January. Cases bottomed out in June
but took about six weeks to go back above
100,000, despite a vaccine that has been given to more than 70% of the adult population.
The seven-day average for daily new deaths
also increased, according to data from Johns
Hopkins University. It rose over the past
two weeks from about 270 deaths per day to
nearly 500 a day as of Friday. The virus is
spreading quickly through unvaccinated populations, especially in the South where hospitals have been overrun with patients. Health
officials are fearful that cases will continue
to soar if more Americans don’t embrace the
vaccine.
“Our models show that if we don’t (vaccinate
people), we could be up to several hundred
thousand cases a day, similar to our surge
in early January,” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention director Rochelle Walensky said on CNN this week. The number

of Americans hospitalized with the virus
has also skyrocketed and it has gotten so
bad that many hospitals are scrambling to
find beds for patients in far-off locations.
Houston officials say the latest wave of
COVID-19 cases is pushing the local
health care system to nearly “a breaking
point,” resulting in some patients having
to be transferred out of the city to get medical care, including one who had to be taken to North Dakota.

Dr. David Persse, who is health authority
for the Houston Health Department and
EMS medical director, said some ambulances were waiting hours to offload patients at Houston area hospitals because
no beds were available. Persse said he
feared this would lead to prolonged respond times to 911 medical calls.
“The health care system right now is nearly at a breaking point. ... For the next three
weeks or so, I see no relief on what’s hap-
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pening in emergency departments,” Persse
said Thursday.
Last weekend, a patient in Houston had
to be transferred to North Dakota to get
medical care. An 11-month-old girl with
COVID-19 and who was having seizures
had to be transported on Thursday from
Houston to a hospital 170 miles (274 kilometers) away in Temple. (Courtesy npr.org)
Related
Canada Opens Its Land Border For
Vaccinated American Visitors While
The U.S. Stays Shut
DERBY LINE, Vermont — Canada lifted
its prohibition on Americans crossing the
border to shop, vacation or visit on Monday while the United States is maintaining
similar restrictions for Canadians, part of a
bumpy return to normalcy from COVID-19
travel bans. U.S. citizens and legal residents must be both fully vaccinated and test
negative for COVID-19 within three days
to get across one of the world’s longest and
busiest land borders, and Canadian officials
warn they won’t sacrifice safety for shorter
border waits. Travelers also must fill out a
detailed application on the arriveCAN app
before crossing.
On the first morning that U.S. citizens were
allowed to cross into Canada again, it was
slow going in the tiny border town of Derby Line, Vermont, where long stretches
passed without any cars headed into downtown Stanstead, Quebec.

Vehicles wait to enter Canada at the border crossing in Blaine, Wash., on Monday. Canada lifted its ban on Americans
crossing the border to shop, vacation or
visit, but America kept similar restrictions in place. (Photo/Elaine Thompson/
AP)
In Buffalo, New York, Lisa and Jim Docherty got COVID-19 tests at a pharmacy
for their first visit to their Ridgeway, Ontario, cottage since the summer of 2019. The
Hilton, South Carolina couple, originally
from Buffalo, has had the cottage more
than 40 years.
Lisa Doherty said she looked forward to

“just mentally making sure everything’s
OK.
“It’s just been a part of my life because my
grandma had a cottage since I was 10, so
just kind of a feeling like returning to normal,” she said.
The pharmacy clinic was charging $140 for
same-day tests and $125 for delivery of results in 24 to 48 hours.
“At this point, we’ll just do whatever we
have to do,” Lisa Docherty said before
heading in for a nasal swab.

A car heads into the U.S. from Canada at
the border crossing in Blaine, Wash., in
June. (Photo/laine Thompson/AP )
By early afternoon, passenger cars were
waiting more than an hour at the Rainbow Bridge to enter Niagara Falls, Ontario, from Niagara Falls, N.Y. There were
no delays at two other western New York
crossings, the Peace Bridge in Buffalo and
the Lewiston-Queenston Bridge in Lewiston. In Washington state at the Peace
Arch Border Crossing and Historical State
Park, three lanes of vehicles with Washington state license plates waited to cross
the border Monday morning. Wait times
were about 30 minutes at 11 a.m. Wendy
and Fred Chen, who live near the park said
they went to the border to see the crossings
were going. They said friends crossed at
1 a.m. Monday and waited two hours and
that border agents thoroughly checked everyone’s test results, vaccination cards and
identification. They used to go into Canada
weekly before the pandemic to enjoy city
life in Vancouver, British Columbia, and
take a break from their rural Washington
state surroundings.
“It was so easy before,” Wendy Chen said.

A car approaches one of the few lanes
open at the Peace Arch border crossing
into the U.S. in Blaine, Wash., in June.
(Photo/Elaine Thompson/AP)

The U.S.-Canada border has been closed
to nonessential travel since March 2020 to
try to slow the spread of the coronavirus.
The U.S. has said it will extend its closure
to all Canadians making nonessential trips
until at least Aug. 21, which also applies to
the Mexican border. But the Biden administration is beginning to make plans for a
phased reopening. The main requirement
would be that nearly all foreign visitors to
the U.S. will have to be vaccinated against
the coronavirus. But Canadians aren’t waiting for reciprocal rules. Garnet Health, an
Essex, Vermont-based company that offers
same-day COVID-19 testing, has seen the
number of tests it performs more than triple in recent weeks. The increase coincides
with Canada’s decision last month to drop
a two-week quarantine requirement for its
citizens when they return home from the
U.S.
“I imagine once that border opens, we are
going to see lots of people,” said Chelsea
Sweeney, the company’s director of business development.
Joel Villanueva, owner of Primo’s Mexican Grill in White Rock, British Columbia,
about 2.5 miles (4 kilometers) north of the
U.S. border, is more than ready for Americans to return.

Vehicles wait to enter Canada at Blaine,
Wash., on Monday. (Photo/Elaine
Thompson/AP)
“Let’s get this thing going,” he said. “A
lot of our customers are from the United
States, and we are literally minutes from
across the border.”
Villanueva said he supports people coming
who are fully vaccinated and doesn’t think
there will be a rush of Americans initially.
Near the border in Washington state, Blaine
Chamber of Commerce board member
Carroll Solomon called the reopening a
step in the right direction for businesses.
But she also said it was somewhat concerning because of an increase in COVID-19
cases nationwide as the highly contagious
delta variant spreads.
“For people who need to get up there (to
Canada) for family reasons, it’s wonderful,” said Solomon, who also volunteers
at the Blaine Visitor Information Center.
(Courtesy npr.org)

COMMUNITY
Governor Greg Abbott Asks Texas
Hospitals To Delay Nonessential
Procedures As COVID-19 Patients
Strain State’s Capacity

The front desk of the emergency room at Goodall-Witcher Hospital in Clifton
on August 3, 2021. (Photo/Jordan Vonderhaar for The Texas Tribune)
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
Gov. Greg Abbott announced new moves
Monday to fight the coronavirus pandemic
as it rages again in Texas, including asking
hospitals to again put off certain elective
procedures to free up space for COVID-19
patients. Abbott’s request was one of several steps to address rising coronavirus case
numbers and hospitalizations. He did not
back down from his refusal to allow local
mask mandates.
Still, the governor did not back down on
his refusal to institute any new statewide
restrictions on businesses or to let local
governments and schools mandate masks or
vaccines. Instead, Abbott announced he had
written to the Texas Hospital Association
asking hospitals to “voluntarily postpone
medical procedures for which delay will
not result in loss of life or a deterioration
in the patient’s condition.” As coronavirus was consuming the state last summer,
Abbott took a more restrictive approach
and banned elective surgeries in over 100
counties before ending the prohibition in
September. Abbott also announced Monday
he was asking state agencies to open additional COVID-19 antibody infusion centers

that aim to treat COVID-19 patients with
therapeutic drugs and keep them from requiring hospitalization.

And he said the Department of State
Health Services “will be utilizing staffing agencies to provide medical personnel from out-of-state to Texas health care
facilities to assist in COVID-19 operations.”
New confirmed cases of coronavirus in
Texas each day
As of Aug. 9, there are 2.7 million confirmed cases in 254 counties. The average number of cases reported over the
past seven days shows how the situation
has changed over time by de-emphasizing daily swings. The number of new

cases reported drops on weekends, when
labs are less likely to report new data to
the state. That is a reversal for the state.
In July, the state told cities and counties
it would not send additional health care
workers to aid hospitals with the latest
surge of COVID-19 patients, like it had
earlier in the pandemic. Instead, state officials said, city and county leaders should
dip into $10.5 billion worth of federal
stimulus dollars to pay for those workers should hospitals need them. In recent
days, key coronavirus indicators have
spiked to levels not seen since the winter. Texas reported 5,377 new cases on
Sunday and 9,027 hospitalizations a day
earlier, both on a level that tracks with the
previous surge during the winter.

Note: As of June 2021, Bexar County is
only reporting new cases once a week,
which may cause spikes in the data.
These are typically reported on Thursdays.
Source: Texas Department of State
Health Services (Graphic Credit: The
Texas Tribune)
The state’s positivity rate — the ratio of
cases to tests — stood at 18.4% on Saturday, far above the 10% threshold that
Abbott has previously identified as dangerous. As a result, Texas hospitals have
become increasingly strained. Several of
the state’s multicounty trauma service regions reported fewer than five intensive
care unit beds available this week. (Courtesy https://www.texastribune.org/)
Related
WHO Is Calling For A Moratorium
On COVID Vaccine Boosters
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, the director general of the World Health Organization, is now calling for a moratorium – for
at least the next two months – on COVID
booster shots.
“We should not accept countries that have
already used most of the global supply of
vaccines, using even more of it,” he says,
“while the world’s most vulnerable people
remain unprotected.”
WHO is saying that people who are fully
immunized against COVID should hold
off on getting a third shot until more people around the world can get their first
dose of a vaccine.

The director of WHO now says that a
booster moratorium should be in force
until 10% of the population in all countries is vaccinated. Israel had previously announced plans to give a third
Pfizer dose to residents age 60 and up
after an uptick in COVID cases. Above:
Administering a booster on August 2 in
Tel Aviv. (Photo/Kobi Wolf/Bloomberg
via Getty Images)
It’s a controversial stand in some quarters.
White House press secretary Jen Psaki
dismissed the call for a booster moratorium, saying that WHO is setting up a “false
choice.”
The global inequity in vaccine availability cited by Tedros has been stark. More
than 80% of COVID vaccines have been
administered in high-income and upper-middle income nations. The United
Kingdom, for example, has vaccinated
nearly 65% of its population while just
7% of Filipinos are immunized. The U.S.
is vaccinating teenagers at low risk of contracting COVID while front-line healthcare workers in Nigeria are still awaiting
their shots. And in a trend that’s troubling
to WHO, Israel has just started offering
booster doses of Pfizer to people over 60.
By contrast, in the Palestinian territories
fewer than 12% of residents have gotten
any vaccine at all. WHO isn’t ruling out
all boosters in the near future. The global
health agency says boosters may be necessary for a small number of people with
specific medical conditions. But studies haven’t yet proven that booster shots
would add significant protection right now
to the general public, WHO notes. That’s
why Tedros is calling for a ban on boosters
for at least two months to reach his target
of getting 10% of people in every country
vaccinated by September 30.

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
Director General of the World Health
Organization.
Beyond that time frame, WHO’s goal for
global vaccination is 40% by the end of
December and 70% by mid-2022. Yet
with fewer than 2% of people in Africa
fully vaccinated, the chances of hitting
the first benchmark by October 1 is nearly
impossible. If the Food and Drug Administration decides that boosters are appropriate, White House press secretary Psaki
says the U.S. will provide these shots to
Americans. She says the U.S. has enough
supply to offer boosters at home and donate doses abroad. “We believe we can do
both,” Psaki says. “We don’t need to make
that choice.”
But Jarbas Barbosa, assistant director of
the Pan American Health Organization,
says from a public health perspective
giving boosters in some countries ahead
of first doses in others makes no sense.
COVID boosters haven’t yet won authorization from major regulatory bodies such
as the FDA or WHO. Giving them right
now, adds Barbosa, is “morally and ethically complicated.”

Ruth Karron, a professor of international
health at Johns Hopkins University, agrees
that in this phase of the pandemic vaccinating as many people as quickly as possible is more important than focusing on
boosters.
“New variants are most likely to arise in
unvaccinated populations,” she says. “So
the more of the world that’s unvaccinated,
the more we are all at risk.”
The Delta variant has shown how quickly
progress against this pandemic can shift
and how cases rise sharply even in countries with high vaccination rates.
“It should be the right of everyone in the
world in the context of this pandemic to
get vaccinated,” says Karron. She recognizes that some people don’t share her humanitarian approach to this issue but says
even for people who care mainly about
ending the pandemic here in the U.S., the
goal should still be the same.
“It is in the best interest of the U.S. population to have as much global immunity
as possible,” she says, “because that’s how
we prevent new variants from arising.”
(Courtesy npr.org)

