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Zhengzhou floods serve China’s urban 
planners deadly warning

  
If 

If you would like to share news or 
information with our readers, please 
send the unique stories, business 

news organization events, and school 
news to us includinig your name and 
phone number in case more informa-
tion is needed.

For news and information consider-
ation, please send to
News@scdaily.com 
or contact
John Robbins 281-965-6390
Jun Gai          281-498-4310

Publisher:  Wea H. Lee
President: Catherine Lee
Editor: John Robbins

Address: 11122 Bellaire Blvd., 
Houston, TX 77072
E-mail: News@scdaily.com Southern Daily News is published by Southern News Group Daily  

Inside C2

SHANGHAI, July 23 (Reuters) - 
The catastrophic floods that struck 
the central city of Zhengzhou 
during the past week have given 
China’s urban planners a foretaste 
of future disasters as climate ex-
perts reckon the country had better 
learn to live with record-breaking 
rainfall.

Official data shows about 98% of 
China’s 654 major cities are vulner-
able to flooding and waterlogging, 
with rapid growth in recent decades 
creating urban sprawls that cov-
ered floodplains with impermeable 
concrete.
At least 51 people were killed in 
Zhengzhou, many of them drown-
ing in a subway system as the 
deluge on July 20 dumped 800-900 
millimetres of rainfall in what was 
described by Chinese media as a 
“once in a thousand year” event. 
read more

“We can’t verify whether this is 
‘once in a thousand years’, said 
Zhou Jinfeng, Secretary-General of 
the China Biodiversity Conserva-
tion and Green Development 
Foundation (CBCGDF), a 
non-government group.

“But because of global climate 
change, the rainfall statistics 
will continue to break new 
records in the future.”

Almost two-thirds of China’s 
1.4 billion people live in cities 
compared with a third two 
decades ago, and coping with 
future calamities will depend 
on building infrastructure, most 
notably flood prevention and 
drainage systems, experts say.

Currently, many cities rely on 
the height and strength of dykes 
as a first line of defence.

“We know these big events are 
going to come along, and just don’t 
know when,” James Griffiths, a hy-
drologist at New Zealand’s National 
Institute of Water and Atmospheric 
Research, said.

“City planners need to consider the 
hydrology of the larger landscape - 

floodplains and natural basins - when 
they design new cities, and ensure 
that the drainage network can contin-
ue to utilise such areas when the big 
rains arrive.”

China published a policy report this 
month listing some of the measures 
taken to mitigate risks. More than 
6,700 reservoirs were reinforced 
and there were plans for drainage 
infrastructure at 53 flood-prone sites 
along the Yangtze, the country’s 
biggest river.

SPONGE CITIES

Located just south of the Yellow river, 
Zhengzhou is one of hundreds of cities 
that need to be retrofitted with flood-
proof infrastructure.

In Zhengzhou in the last few days, 
China has relied on the giant South-
North Water Diversion Project to try to 
ease flood pressures.

It frequently uses giant dams along 
flood-prone rivers like the Yangtze 
and the Yellow to try to regulate water 
flows and minimise flood peaks.

But China has also been looking for more 
natural, low-impact solutions to solve its 
growing flood vulnerability.

China launched a programme in 2015 to 
create “sponge cities” that could safely 
retain and drain more rainwater.

The first phase covered 30 cities across the 
country, including Hebi, 150 kilometres (93 
miles) from Zhengzhou.

Among the potential technological solutions 
were permeable asphalt and pavements, and 
cities were also encouraged to expand green 
spaces, build ponds and restore wetlands to 
take on surplus water.

Faith Chan, associate professor with the 
School of Geographical Sciences at the Uni-
versity of Nottingham Ningbo, said “sponge 
city” measures are designed to cope with 
around 180-200 millimetres of rain over 
24 hours, and would have been powerless 
against the downpour of biblical proportions 
that swamped Zhengzhou.

Zhou of CBCGDF said in a blog post that 
practical measures such as waterproofing 
subway systems needed to be backed up 
by fundamental changes in how cities are 
designed, noting that the challenges will get 
harder in the coming years.

“We hope this will serve as an important 
warning and ring an alarm bell for our 
industries and government departments to 
take action quickly, to change quickly, and 
prevent this kind of disaster from happening 
again.”
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A local resident operates a tractor while harvesting hay in the village of Bobrovka in Omsk 
Region, Russia. REUTERS/Alexey Malgavko

Simone Biles of the United States on the uneven bars during training at the Tokyo Olympics. 
REUTERS/Mike Blake

Jia Liu of Austria during training at the Tokyo Olympics. REUTERS/Thomas Peter

The Olympic Rings 
are seen in front of the 
skyline during sunset 
one night ahead of the 
official opening of the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympic 
Games.   REUTERS/
Kai Pfaffenbach

Men on a motorcycle pass 
by a burning barricade 
during a protest against the 
assassination of Haitian 
President Jovenel Moise in 
Cap-Haitien, Haiti. REU-
TERS/Ricardo Arduengo

Leon Glatzer of Germany trains 
at the Tokyo Olympics. REU-
TERS/Lisi Niesner
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Republic of Guiana Honorary consul at Houston Texas

Torrential rains have
battered Henan
providence since last
weekend. At least 33
people have died and
eight more are missing
in central China.

Following the rain,
entire neighborhoods
were submerged and
many people were
trapped in subway
passages caused by

landslides that
overwhelmed dams
and rivers.

According to the
authorities, the
catastrophe has
caused almost $190M
U.S. dollars in
economic damage and
displaced hundreds of
thousands of people in
the region.

The City of Zhengzhou
is one of the worst hit
areas. During the
evening rush hour last
Tuesday, hundreds of
subway passengers
were trapped in the
rising water as murky
torrents gushed into
tunnel.

We were so glad to
hear that many
Chinese community

leaders from Dallas
and Houston have
already started a
rescue effort try and
donate money to help
the victims.

In the last several
decades, many
Chinese immigrants
and students came to
the United States.
Their contributions to
this country have been
so great, not only in
business, but also in
many other fields

including scientific,
medical, financial and
academic disciplines.
We are all so proud
they became a part of
this great nation. In the
meantime, we never
will forget our roots,
our culture and where
we came from..

This is the time we all
need to be united to
help our brothers and
sisters when they all
need help in this time
of emergency.

0707//2424//20212021

Chinese-AmericansChinese-Americans
Donate To Henan FloodsDonate To Henan Floods
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“Smart.” “Hard-working.” “Nice.” Those 
were among the adjectives that respondents 
offered up in a recent poll when asked to 
describe Asian Americans.
The poll, conducted by the nonprofit Lead-
ing Asian Americans to Unite for Change 
(LAAUNCH), was another all-too-familiar 
reminder that Asian Americans are still per-
ceived as the “model minority.”
Since the end of World War II, this myth 
about Asian Americans and their perceived 
collective success has been used as a racial 
wedge — to minimize the role racism plays 
in the struggles of other minority groups, 
such as Black Americans.
Characterizing Asian Americans as a mod-
el minority flattens the diverse experiences 
of Asian Americans into a singular, narrow 
narrative. And it paints a misleading picture 
about the community that doesn’t align with 
current statistics.
Here’s a look at some common misconcep-
tions driven by the model minority myth.

Myth: Asian Americans are a single 
monolithic group

Currently, more than 22 million people 
of Asian descent live in the U.S., mak-
ing up approximately 7% of the nation’s 
population. They trace their heritage to 
different regions around the world, with 
people of East Asian and Southeast Asian 
descent making up the largest shares, 
though no group makes up a majority. 
More than 1.5 million Pacific Islanders, 
who descend from Micronesia, Melane-
sia or Polynesia, live in the U.S. as well.

ASIAN AMERICANS TRACE 
THEIR HERITAGE TO DIFFER-
ENT REGIONS OF THE WORLD

NOTES
The U.S. Census Bureau classifies a person of Asian de-
scent as anyone who traces their heritage to a subset of 
countries in the continent of Asia. But there may be people 
outside of this classification who self-identify as Asian.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2019 American Community 
Survey
Credit: Connie Hanzhang Jin/NPR
Academics and activists trace the term “Asian American” 
to 1968, when students at the University of California, 
Berkeley, founded the Asian American Political Alliance. 
At the time, the group sought to unite students of Japanese, 
Chinese and Filipino descent to fight for political and social 
recognition.
“Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders” (AAPI) is a term 
that has its roots in the 1980s and ‘90s, when the U.S. 
Census Bureau used the “Asian Pacific American” clas-
sification to group Asians, Native Hawaiians and Pacific 
Islanders together. In 1997, the bureau disaggregated the 
categories into “Asian” and “Pacific Islander.”
Scholars and activists have critiqued both terms for mask-
ing differences in histories and needs among communities, 
as well as supporting the myth that Asian Americans are a 
monolithic group.
Within these regional groups, a huge variety of ethnicities 
exist within the Asian American community. People who 
identify their heritage as Chinese, Indian or Filipino make 
up the largest share.

MANY ETHNICITIES FALL UNDER THE 
ASIAN AMERICAN UMBRELLA

Notes
Ethnicities with fewer than 100,000 people not shown. 
The U.S. Census Bureau classifies a person of Asian 
descent as anyone who traces their heritage to a subset 
of countries in the continent of Asia. But there may be 
people outside of this classification who self-identify as 
Asian.
These numbers have risen rapidly in recent years. The 
Asian American population is the fastest-growing racial 
or ethnic group in the U.S., growing by 81% from 2000 
to 2019. The Hispanic population saw the second-fastest 
growth, at 70%, followed by Native Hawaiians and Pacific 

Islanders, at 60%. The white population grew by only 1% in that time.
Myth: Asian Americans are high earning and well educated

Asian Americans have a median household income of around $78,000 
a year, which is higher than the national median of about $66,000. 
However, that overall statistic obscures large differences among differ-
ent Asian-origin groups.
These economic disparities are partially driven by similar disparities in 
education levels among Asian Americans. The highest-earning groups 
— Indian American and Taiwanese American households — also have 
the highest levels of education, while the lowest-earning groups have 
comparatively lower levels of education.

Key Disparities In Income And Education Among 
Different Asian American Groups 

NOTES
The U.S. Census Bureau classifies a person of Asian descent as any-
one who traces their heritage to a subset of countries in the continent 
of Asia. But there may be people outside of this classification who 
self-identify as Asian.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2019 American Community Survey
Credit: Connie Hanzhang Jin/NPR
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Celebrating Asian American And
Pacific Islander Heritage Month 

 Six Charts That Shed Light
On Images Of Asian

Americans Held By Many

By Connie Hanzhang Jin - NPR Writer 
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In fact, a 2018 Pew Research Center study 
found that Asian Americans were the most 
economically divided racial or ethnic group 
in the U.S., with Asian Americans in the top 
10th of the income distribution making 10.7 
times more than those in the bottom 10th.
Myth: Asian Americans immigrate to the 
U.S. in the “right” way
More than half of those who identify as 

Islanders were born outside the U.S., ac-
cording to the U.S. Census Bureau.
The Asian American community has the 
highest proportion of immigrants of any 
ethnic or racial group in the United States. 
Yet, Asian Americans are often overlooked 
in debates about immigration reform.
Asians have a wide range of reasons for 
immigrating to the U.S., including those 
coming as refugees or asylum-seekers. Out 
of the almost 11 million estimated undocu-
mented immigrants in the U.S., around 1.5 
million (14%) are from Asia, according to 
the Migration Policy Institute.
A LARGE NUMBER OF ASIANS IN 

AMERICA                ARE UNAUTHO-
RIZED IMMIGRANTS
Out of the top 10 most common ori-
gin countries for unauthorized immi-

              eno detamitse na ,.S.U eht ni stnarg
million people come from India, China 
or the Philippines.

Heightened immigration enforcement 
has also impacted Asian Americans. 
From 2015 to 2018, Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement arrested about 
15,000 immigrants from Asia, according 

-
icans Advancing Justice.
The report also found that Southeast 
Asian immigrants were three to four 
times more likely to be deported for 
old criminal convictions compared with 
other immigrant groups. Out of the ap-
proximately 16,000 Southeast Asians 

more than 13,000 had removal orders 
that were based on old criminal convic-
tions.

Myth: Asian Americans Face Less 
Systemic Racism And Discrimination
Since the coronavirus pandemic started, 
hate crimes and violence against Asian 
Americans have increased. In an April 
survey conducted by the Pew Research 
Center, 32% of Asian American adults 
— a greater percentage than any other 
racial or ethnic group — said that they 
feared someone might threaten or phys-
ically attack them.
ASIAN AMERICANS AND OTHER 

GROUPS REPORT NEGATIVE 
EXPERIENCES SINCE THE 
START OF THE PANDEMIC

Share of respondents who say each of 
the following has happened to them 
since the coronavirus outbreak because 
of their race or ethnicity.
NOTES
Asian American adults were inter-
viewed in English only. Sample does 

Source: Pew Research Center survey of 
U.S. adults conducted April 5-11.
Credit: Connie Hanzhang Jin/NPR

In response, the House of Representatives 
passed the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act on 
May 18. The bill would have the Justice 
Department appoint a point person to ex-
pedite the review of hate crimes related to 
COVID-19. It would also direct resources 
toward making the reporting of hate crimes 
more accessible.
Despite increased news coverage of vari-
ous attacks against Asian Americans and 
the upcoming legislation, the LAAUNCH 
survey, which was conducted between 
March 29 to April 14, found that 37% of 
white Americans were not aware of in-
creased incidents of hate crimes.
But anti-Asian bias and discrimination are 
not new to the pandemic. To understand 
the current climate, it’s important to look 
at historical context. In past periods of 
national tension, especially during times 
when the U.S. has been at war with Asian 
countries, anti-Asian racism has similarly 
risen.
Myth: Asian Americans are fairly repre-
sented in leadership positions
The recent LAAUNCH survey also found 
that almost half of Americans incorrectly 
believe that Asian Americans are over-
represented or fairly represented in senior 
positions within American companies, pol-
itics, media or other realms.
In reality, Asian Americans are underrepre-
sented in these positions of power, holding 
about 3% of these positions in comparison 
with composing 7% of the U.S. population, 
a report from The New York Times found 
last year.

the lowest degree of representation in polit-

or ethnic group.

Asian Americans Are The Most
Politically Underrepresented 

Group

as of last year Asian Americans were 
underrepresented relative to their pop-
ulation by a differential of -85%. White 
people were overrepresented by 46%.

Asian Americans are even underrepresent-
ed in states with a high concentration of 
Asian American residents, like New York 
and California, according to a report by the 

Especially since the start of collective 
activism among Asian Americans in the 
1960s, Asian Americans have had a rich 
history of political activism and involve-
ment. But that history has not always trans-
lated to greater representation in political 
leadership.

may point to answers: 92% of Americans 
polled said they were comfortable with 
Asian Americans as doctors or friends, but 
only 85% said they were comfortable with 
an Asian American as a boss and 73% as a 
president of the United States.
Despite these perceptions, Asian Ameri-
cans are pushing forward. Asian Ameri-
cans increased their voter turnout rate by 
more than any other racial or ethnic group 
in the 2020 election and in part helped Joe 
Biden win Georgia. In that same year, 158 
Asian Americans ran for state legislatures, 
the highest number since the 2018 mid-
terms. (Courtesy https://www.npr.org/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
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               GNINRAE-TSEHGIH EHT ERA SDLOHESUOH NACIREMA NAIDNI
            .RAEY A 000,721$ FO EMOCNI DLOHESUOH NAIDEM A HTIW ,PUORG

ON THE OTHER END OF THE SCALE, BURMESE AMERICAN HOUSE-
HOLDS ARE THE LOWEST-EARNING GROUP, WITH A MEDIAN HOUSE-
HOLD INCOME OF $46,000 A YEAR.

Six Charts That Shed Light On Images
Of Asian Americans Held By Many
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