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Roundup: CBOT agricultural futures in 
correction
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CHICAGO, (Xinhua) -- CBOT agricul-
tural futures corrected recent gains last 
week on overbought technical conditions, 
Chicago-based research company AgRe-
source noted.

AgResource’s long term view of CBOT 
agricultural futures stays bullish, but 
there could be some back-and-forth in the 
short run.

Spot CBOT corn gapped lower follow-
ing May’s expiration, with July testing 
medium-term chart support. Improved 
soil moisture in U.S. Northern Plains and 
lack of glaring climate threats in U.S. 
Midwest are noted. The early May rally 
was based on concerning Central U.S. 
and Southern Canadian Prairie weather 
and reflects the size/speed on how the 
market will react to any coming weather 
supply threat.

Global cash corn markets continue to 
indicate real and widespread supply 
issues. Brazil’s interior market this week 
again scored a new all-time high. Cash 
corn in Western Europe is trading above 
8.50 dollars per bushel as supplies are 
exhausted. Chinese cash corn prices are 
perched at 11 U.S. dollars per bushel, 
near its historic high. And interior U.S. 
basis has failed to crack as ethanol plants 
compete with a massive U.S. corn export 
program to China. Global cash market 
strength implies there is zero tolerance 
for supply dislocation in 2021. Weather 
risks to the upside of corn are sizeable 
into August.

U.S. wheat futures ended sharply lower 
amid improving North American soil 
moisture and the potential for U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) to raise 
its U.S. winter wheat production estimate 
by 70-100 million bushels in the June 
report. Crop potential across the Southern 
and Central Plains has been elevated by 
abnormally heavy spring rainfall.

Corn values imply that wheat is cheap 
when compared to alternative feed sourc-
es. Historically large wheat feed use is 
anticipated across the world this summer.

Otherwise, rallies will struggle as har-
vest nears. However, concern over arid 
growing conditions in Southeast and 
South Russia remain intact. AgResource 
notes that drought will not end across the 
U.S. Northern Plains and Canada, where 
rain totals have fallen on the low end 
of expectations. Breaks remain buying 
opportunities as global wheat consump-

tion in 2021-2022 reaches a new 
record. Wheat also follows corn 
to sizable gains if U.S. Mid-
west weather turns adverse in 
June-August.
Soybean futures corrected recent 
gains last week as cash markets 
turned down. Spot futures rallied 
3 dollars from mid-April to mid-
May, and the market gave back 
0.78 dollars last week.
New crop prices followed old 
crop lower, but reluctantly. The 
July/November soybean spread 
narrowed 24 cents to a 1.66-dol-
lar July premium.

Through Sunday, USDA reported 
that a near-record 61 percent of 
the soybean crop was planted. 
AgResource estimates that prog-
ress should top 80 percent this 
week.
Old crop soybeans likely scored 
a season high two weeks ago as 
spot futures traded through long-
held target of 16.50 dollars. But 
the need for trend or above yields 
is acute in 2021-2022.
AgResource looks for heightened 
volatility as the summer weather 
market kicks off. Market volatil-
ity looks to stay elevated in the 
weeks and months leading into 
harvest. 

Military conflict looms in southern Ye-
men as tension rises between rivals: 

ADEN, Yemen, -- Military confrontations 
between forces loyal to the Southern 
Transitional Council (STC) and Yemen’s 
government became imminent amid rising 
tensions over the control of key areas, a 
military official told Xinhua on Saturday.

Tensions escalated in the wake of recent 
government’s accusations to the STC on 
refusing to implement a Saudi-brokered 
deal signed between the two rivals in 
2019.

“The government and the STC dispatched 
heavy troops backed by armored vehicles 
to areas near the coastal town of Shuqrah 
that’s located on the Arabian Sea,” the 
source said on condition of anonymity.

“The two sides are currently blaming each 
other for truce breaches and failure to im-
plement the remaining security provisions 
of Riyadh deal,” he said.

He said the STC’s troops were fully pre-
pared and ready to engage in new armed 
confrontations against the government 
forces in the country’s south.

On the other side, the government forces 
raised the level of combat readiness of 
some units in an attempt to prevent the 

STC’s troops from advancement on-ground 
and seizing new key southern areas, accord-
ing to the official.

Another security official confirmed to 
Xinhua that the relationship between the 
two rivals representing the country’s recent 
power-sharing government has strained 
further as the STC’s troops tightened its 
grip over the Socotra Archipelago, an area 
officially part of Yemen.

“The STC that’s part of Yemen’s govern-
ment heavily deployed its military units 
and tightened the security measures in the 
strategic Socotra Island,” the official said 
anonymously.

Socotra is located in one of the busiest 
shipping routes in the world and Yemen’s 
warring factions sporadically engage in 
armed confrontations over establishing mil-
itary bases there for controlling the strategic 
island.

In 2019, Saudi Arabia persuaded the STC 
and the Yemeni government to hold recon-
ciliation talks, which succeeded in reaching 
a deal to form a new technocratic cabinet 
and ending a deadly conflict in the country’s 
southern regions.



CC66星期一       2021年7月5日       Monday, July 5, 2021
English C2

LOCAL NEWS

SURFSIDE, Fla., July 2 (Reuters) - The death toll rose to 20 
on Friday from last week’s condominium tower collapse in 
Florida after search-and-rescue crews found two more bodies, 
including the 7-year-old daughter of a Miami firefighter.

The painstaking search for victims in the rubble, suspended 
for much of Thursday over worries that a remaining section 
of the 12-story tower could come down, proceeded on Friday 
with greater caution and a watchful eye on a hurricane forecast 
to hit Florida.

As of Friday afternoon 128 people were listed as missing and 
feared buried beneath tons of pulverized concrete, twisted 
metal and splintered lumber as the search stretched into its 
ninth day.

The number of people on the missing list dropped by 17 from 
Thursday. Miami-Dade Mayor Daniella Levine Cava told re-
porters that the totals were fluid and sometimes revised when 
investigators learned of additional family members when 
determining whether missing residents were safe.
The body of the firefighter’s daughter was the third child 
fatality to be recovered from the debris in the oceanfront town 
of Surfside, next to Miami Beach. Miami Mayor Francis Suarez 
told the Miami Herald that the firefighter was at the recovery 
site at the time, though not digging through the rubble.

The firefighter and his brother, also a firefighter, have kept a 
vigil at the site since last week, waiting until the girl was dis-
covered, the paper reported. About 200 officers saluted as her 
body was carried away, the Herald said.

“Every victim we remove is very difficult,” Miami-Dade Coun-
ty Fire Chief Alan Cominsky. “Last night was even more, when 
we were removing a fellow firefighter’s daughter. As firefight-
ers, we do what we do - it’s kind of a calling. But it still takes a 
toll.”

No survivors have been pulled alive from the ruins since the 
first few hours after the Champlain Towers South tower par-

Death toll in Florida condo collapse at 
20, firefighter’s daughter among the dead

tially caved in on itself early on June 24 as most residents 
slept.
Authorities halted the search early on Thursday after 
engineers detected movement in the debris pile, raising 
concerns that the remaining section of the tower might 
topple onto rescue workers.

U.S. ARMY RESERVE UNITS ARRIVE

The operation resumed about 15 hours later when it was 
deemed safe, though with a new set of precautions in place 
and limited to just three of nine grids demarcated in the 
ruins.

Rescue personnel continue the search and rescue opera-
tion for survivors at the site of a partially collapsed resi-
dential building in Surfside, near Miami Beach, Florida, 
U.S. June 30, 2021. REUTERS/Marco Bello/File Photo
Rescue personnel continue the search and rescue opera-
tion for survivors at the site of a partially collapsed resi-
dential building in Surfside, near Miami Beach, Florida, 
U.S. June 30, 2021. REUTERS/Marco Bello/File Photo
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis wrote on Twitter that 
more than 400 members of the U.S. Army Reserve from 
Indiana, New Jersey, Ohio and Virginia had arrived in 
Surfside to assist in the effort.

Editor’s Choice

Soldiers work in a building damaged by a rocket launched from the Gaza 
Strip, in Ashdod, southern Israel, May 11, 2021. REUTERS/Avi Roccah

A wounded Canadian soldier from the NATO-led coalition crawls for cover seconds after his 
position was hit by a Taliban shell fired from an 82-millimeter recoilless rifle during an ambush 
in Zhari district of Kandahar province, southern Afghanistan, October 2007. REUTERS/Finbarr 
O’Reilly

Grace Peterson, 14, is inoculated with Pfizer’s coronavirus vaccine after Georgia authorized 
the vaccine for ages over 12 years, at Dekalb Pediatric Center in Decatur, Georgia, May 11, 
2021. U.S. states are set to begin using the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine to inoculate young ad-
olescents against COVID-19 after advisers to the CDC backed the plan in a unanimous vote. 

An Italian soldier from NATO 
cries as he carries a casket 
which contains the body of one 
of six Italian soldiers killed in 
Kabul, during a repatriation 
ceremony at the Kabul interna-
tional airport, September 2009. 
REUTERS/Ahmad Masood

Sgt. William Olas Bee, a 
U.S. Marine from the 24th 
Marine Expeditionary 
Unit, has a close call after 
Taliban fighters opened fire 
near Garmsir in Helmand 
Province of Afghanistan, 
May 2008. REUTERS/Go-
ran Tomasevic

A woman prays next to the 
carcasses of elephants that 
according to the forest officials 
possibly died because of a light-
ning strike, on the foothills of 
the Kundoli reserve forest area 
in Nagaon district in the north-
eastern state of Assam, India. 
REUTERS/Anuwar Hazarika
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The first Americans to be vaccinated against 
the coronavirus could require a third “boost-
er” shot as early as September, the CEOs of 
Pfizer and Moderna told Axios.
Driving the news: “The data that I see com-
ing, they are supporting the notion that like-
ly there will be a need for a booster some-
where between eight and 12 months,” Pfizer 
CEO Albert Bourla said yesterday during an 
Axios event.
That means some Americans could need a 
booster as soon as September or October, 
he added.
State of play: Only time will tell how long 
protection from the first two vaccine doses 
will last, but there’s no evidence yet that 
it’s fading. Even if protection does begin to 
fade — which is common among vaccines 
— it won’t happen overnight.
And as the virus continues to spread around 
the world, it’s possible that vaccine-re-
sistant variants could eventually emerge. 
(The existing vaccines are highly effective 
against the variants currently circulating in 
the U.S.)

What they’re saying: “I think we will 
almost certainly require a booster some-
time within a year or so after getting the 
primary [shot] because the durability of 
protection against coronaviruses is gen-
erally not lifelong,” NIAID director An-
thony Fauci told Axios’ Mike Allen at the 
same event.
“I think as a country we should rather be 
two months too early, than two months 
too late with outbreaks in several plac-
es,” Moderna CEO Stéphane Bancel 
wrote in an email.
“People at highest risks (elderly, health-
care workers) were vaccinated in De-
cember/January,” he added. “So I would 
do [a] September start for those at high-
est risk.”

The other side: Experts caution to con-
sider the drug companies’ predictions in 
context with their broader business goals.
“It’s not proven that we need boosters 
yet. Whereas it’s appropriate to plan for 
boosters, you’ve got to look at whether 
there’s a corporate agenda behind this,” 
said Cornell professor and virologist 
John Moore.

“As of now, we don’t have any evidence 
that protective immunity has dropped to 
a troubling point, and certainly not for 
people immunized in December, Janu-
ary, February,” he added. “It’s hard to say 
where we will be in November because 
right now it’s May.”
The bottom line: Even if you received 
your first shot in December, you don’t 
need to worry that you’ll wake up tomor-
row having lost all of your immunity.
“Personally, if I was in that situation, I 
wouldn’t be worrying about it — not yet. 
But I would want to see that data later in 
the year,” Moore said.
The decline in protection would be grad-
ual, and researchers around the world 
are gathering data on the subject through 
clinical trials and real-world evidence.                       

U.S. COVID booster shots study 
tests mixing vaccine brands

Photo: Justin Tallis/Pool/Getty Images 
U.S. health officials have begun a clinical 
trial with adults fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19, administering a booster shot 
of a different vaccine brand to the one 
they’ve already received, the National 
Institutes of Health announced Tuesday.

Why it matters: The study will examine 
immune responses and the safety of mix-
ing different vaccines. Scientists will also 
measure the shots’ efficacy in staving off 
emerging variants, according to a statement 
from the NIH.
• Per a statement from NIAID director 
Anthony Fauci: “Although the vaccines 
currently authorized by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration offer strong protection 
against COVID-19, we need to prepare for 
the possibility of needing booster shots to 
counter waning immunity and to keep pace 
with an evolving virus.”

•  If booster shots are required, this study 
could help health officials decide which 
vaccine combinations are best.
Details: The study will examine 150 vol-
unteers who’ve received one of the three 
COVID-19 vaccines authorized for use in 
the U.S. — Johnson & Johnson’s, Moder-
na’s and Pfizer-BioNTech’s.
• Each vaccine group will have enrolled 
some 25 people between the ages of 18 and 
55 and about 25 people in the 56 years and 
older age group.
• “Twelve to 20 weeks following their ini-
tial vaccination regimen, participants will 
receive a single booster dose of the Moder-
na COVID-19 vaccine as part of the trial,” 
according to the NIH.
• Another aspect of the study will see vol-
unteers who’ve yet to receive a coronavirus 
vaccine enrolled. Initially, they’ll receive 
the two-dose Moderna vaccine before re-
ceiving a booster dose of a vaccine about 12 
to 20 weeks later. 

The data is still not in on whether booster 

shots against COVID-19 will be neces-
sary. The disease has only been around for 
slightly over a year, and the vaccines for 
five or six months. Drug companies have 
been suggesting that booster shots will 
be necessary, particularly with the rise of 
more infectious variants, such as those 
originating in South Africa and the U.K. 
Clinical studies of booster shots are al-
ready ongoing. Nonetheless, it’s still not 
known just how long the protection from 
vaccines lasts. But drug companies are not 
the decision-makers for this.
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC)’s Advisory Com-
mittee on Immunization Processes plans 
to meet and make a recommendation to 
the CDC on booster shots. Those conver-
sations, however, have not yet begun. 
The big picture: Research indicates that 
all three vaccines authorized for use in the 
U.S. protect against variants, to varying 
degrees.
• The Public Health Agency of Canada 
updated its coronavirus vaccine guid-
ance on Tuesday to permit Canadians to 
receive a different dose for their second 
shot, though it still recommends using the 
same brand.
• Health officials in the United Kingdom 
are expected to release initial results this 
summer of a clinical trial testing the effec-
tiveness of mixing COVID-19 vaccines 
(Courtesy axios.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Vaccine Boosters Could Be 
Necessary As Soon As September

Illustration: Sarah Grillo/Axios

COMMUNITY

Nina and Layla Attisha have missed out on a lot of “crit-

ical parts of being a regular kid” over the last 14 months, 

including in-person schooling, sports, summer camps 

and sleepovers.

So when the 15- and 12-year-old sisters became eligible 

to receive a COVID-19 vaccine this week, their mother 

said they jumped at the opportunity. They were among 

the first teens in their age bracket to get a first dose of 

Pfizer’s vaccine Thursday, May 13, in Bloomfield Hills, 

Michigan..

“Like most kids, they’ve missed out on so much this 

year,” said Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha, a Michigan pedi-

atrician and mother of two daughters. “All these things 

that are critical parts of being just a regular kid, these 

are normal things for normal health and development of 

children.”

Hanna-Attisha joined other doctors and vaccine advo-

cates virtually Thursday to discuss the safety and effec-

tiveness of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine and to encour-

age parents to get their children vaccinated if they’re 12 

years or older. Her daughters received the vaccine during 

a live broadcast of the event, 

hosted by the Protect Michigan Commission.

For my kids and for kids all over, the pandemic has taken 

a huge toll on their mental and emotional health, on their 

social wellbeing and on their educational experiences,” 

said Dr. Hanna-Attisha. “And as a pediatrician, I know 

that kids also get physically sick with COVID, it should 

not be minimized.”

Earlier this week, the CDC’s independent advisory 

committee unanimously voted to recommend use of 

Pfizer’s two-dose vaccine for individuals 12 to 15 

years old. The minimum age under the FDA’s emer-

gency use authorization was previously 16.

Nina, 15, and Layla Attisha, 12, receive Pfizer’s 

COVID-19 vaccine Thursday, May 13, during a 

live broadcast hosted by the Protect Michigan 

Commission. (Video screenshot)

Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, the state’s chief medical ex-

ecutive, called the authorization process vaccines 

must go through “rigorous” and said that process 

hasn’t changed with COVID-19. The drug must be 

reviewed by the FDA, as well as the CDC’s inde-

pendent advisory committee made up of medical and 

public health experts, before it can be given approval 

or emergency use authorization.

In clinical trials involving more than 2,100 partic-

ipants, the vaccine was 100% effective in prevent-

ing COVID-19. There were five “serious adverse 

events” reported out of 1,131 vaccinated partici-

pants, compared to two SAEs out of 1,129 placebo re-

cipients. Among those events, officials said “no SAEs 

were judged to be related to vaccination.”

Trial vaccine recipients did report similar 

mild-to-moderate side effects as adults who have re-

ceived the vaccine, including pain at the injection site 

-- more prominent after the first dose -- and fatigue, 

headache, chills and muscle pain as well as fever and 

joint main -- more prominent after the second dose.

Side-effects typically ease after a day or two.

More than 1.5 million kids have been diagnosed with 

COVID-19 since the start of the pandemic. More than 

13,000 have been hospitalized, and there have been at 

least 127 deaths linked to the virus. In more than 3,000 

cases, children developed multi-system inflammatory 

syndrome about 2-5 weeks after getting COVID-19.

“The potential long-term scars of COVID on our 

children are yet to be realized and as a pediatrician, 

these are things that we’re going to have to follow the 

consequences of for really years after this pandemic, 

but it doesn’t have to be this way anymore,” said Han-

na-Attisha.

“We can prevent all of this with a vaccine and that’s 

why I’m so excited as a pediatrician and also as a 

mom, we can go back to normal, our kids can go back 

to all those activities that once again are so critical for 

their normal growth and development.”

Related: Why expanded vaccine eligibility won’t 

speed up Michigan’s race to 70% vaccinated

Another woman who spoke during the virtual event 

Thursday was Lisa Sanchez Metropoulos, a Genesee 

County mother of two. She said her 12-year-old son’s 

asthma has made COVID-19 more dangerous to their 

family, which has forced her to constantly tell him he 

couldn’t partake in activities like playing football and 

soccer, enjoying Boy Scouts, or even visiting with 

friends and extended family.

So when she heard that her son and 14-year-old daugh-

ter were now eligible for a vaccine, she “did a little 

happy dance” with tears in her eyes.

“As a mom, to look at him and say (no) every time he 

asked to do something or see someone, it’s heartbreak-

ing,” she said. “Finally, I wouldn’t have to answer his 

questions about when things to back to normal with 

‘hopefully soon.’ I can give him a date to look forward 

to and that has been everything.

“Both of my kids will be vaccinated as soon as possi-

ble, and it just feels like a huge, huge weight has been 

lifted off of us. We just have so much to look forward 

to as a family now.”

The Pfizer vaccine has been administered in more than 

138 million doses across the country, including more 

than 4.15 million doses in Michigan. It requires two 

doses, spaced three weeks apart, for maximum effi-

cacy, and is effective in preventing COVID-19 for at 

least six months.

CVS and Rite Aid pharmacies are among the locations 

that have begun taking appointments to vaccinate the 

younger population, as has the federal clinic at Ford 

Field in Detroit. Health departments and hospital sys-

tems have also begun scheduling clinics aimed at get-

ting shots to the newly eligible youths.

Youths must be accompanied by an adult to receive a 

COVID-19 vaccine, and can now get additional vac-

cines in the same appointment if they fell behind on 

their recommended schedules during the pandemic, 

according to the CDC.

Appointments, including walk-ins, are available 

throughout the state. For more information, visit the 

state’s COVID-19 vaccine website. (Courtesy https://

www.mlive.com/) 

Related

C.D.C. Is Investigating a Heart Problem in a Few 

Young Vaccine Recipients

The agency is reviewing several dozen reports that 

teenagers and young adults may have developed myo-

carditis after vaccination, officials said. But the agen-

cy has not determined whether the vaccine caused the 

condition.

A teenager in Nashville received a first dose of the 

Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine earlier this month. Brett 

Carlsen for The New York Times

The  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is 

looking into reports that a very small number of teen-

agers and young adults vaccinated against the corona-

virus may have experienced heart problems, according 

to the agency’s vaccine safety group.

The group’s statement was sparse in details, saying 

only that there were “relatively few” cases and that 

they may be entirely unrelated to vaccination. The 

condition, called myocarditis, is an inflammation of 

the heart muscle, and can occur following certain in-

fections.

The C.D.C.’s review of the reports is in the early stag-

es, and the agency has yet to determine whether there 

is any evidence that the vaccines caused the heart con-

dition. The agency has posted guidance on its website 

urging doctors and clinicians to be alert to unusual 

heart symptoms among young people who had just 

received their shots.

“It may simply be a coincidence that some people 

are developing myocarditis after vaccination,” said 

Dr. Celine Gounder, an infectious disease specialist 

at Bellevue Hospital Center in New York. “It’s more 

likely for something like that to happen by chance, 

because so many people are getting vaccinated right 

now.”

The cases seem to have occurred predominantly in ad-

olescents and young adults about four days after their 

second dose of one of the mRNA vaccines, made by 

Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech. And the cases were 

more common in males than in females.

“Most cases appear to be mild, and follow-up of cases 

is ongoing,” the vaccine safety group said. The C.D.C. 

strongly recommends Covid vaccines for Americans 

ages 12 and older.

“We look forward to seeing more data about these 

cases, so we can better understand if they are relat-

ed to the vaccine or if they are coincidental,” said Dr. 

Yvonne Maldonado, chair of the American Academy 

of Pediatrics’s Committee on Infectious Diseases. 

“Meanwhile, it’s important for pediatricians and other 

clinicians to report any health concerns that arise after 

vaccination.”

Experts emphasized that the potentially rare side ef-

fect of myocarditis paled in comparison to the poten-

tial risks of Covid, including the persistent syndrome 

called “long Covid.” Acute Covid itself can cause 

myocarditis. (Courtesy https://www.nytimes.com/)
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Nina and Layla Attisha have missed out on a lot of “critical parts of being a 
regular kid” over the last 14 months.
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‘Back To Normal’


