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U.S. California to offer 116.5-million-U.S.-dol-
lar COVID-19 vaccine incentives

LOS ANGELES, May 27 (Xinhua) --
California, the most populous U.S. state,
announced Thursday a decision to offer
116.5 million U.S. dollars in prize money
to stimulate residents to get vaccinated
against COVID-19, as it prepares to fully
reopen on June 15.

Starting Thursday, the state will give
50-dollar gift cards for grocery or other
uses to the first 2 million Californians
who get shots, State Governor Gavin
Newsom announced.

Meanwhile, all those aged 12 or older
who received at least a dose will be au-
tomatically eligible for the prize money
drawing in June.

Top ten winners will receive 1.5 million
dollars each on the first day of the state’s
reopening. Another 30 people will take
a 50,000-dollar prize on June 4 and 11,
according to the rules.

“Getting every eligible Californian vac-
cinated is how we bring our state roaring
back from this pandemic,” said Newsom
in a statement, noting that the state has
made big progress in the fight against
COVID-19, with the lowest case rates

in the country and doses administered
millions more than any other state.

WASHINGTON, May 27 (Xin-
hua) -- The U.S. economy grew
at an annual rate of 6.4 percent in
the first quarter of 2021, the U.S.
Commerce Department reported
Thursday in its second estimate.

Last week, Newsom unveiled plans to
fully reopen California’s economy on
June 15 amid dropping cases and vac-
cine eligibility expansion in his state,
once the country’s epicenter. Upward revisions to consumer
spending and nonresidential
fixed investment were offset by
downward revisions to exports
and private inventory investment,
according to the latest estimate
released by department’s Bu-
reau of Economic Analysis,

one month after the “advance”
estimate.

Home to around 40 million residents,
the state has confirmed more than 3.67
million cases and 61,855 related deaths
to date, according to the state’s Depart-
ment of Public Health.

More than 62.8 percent of Californians
aged 12 or older are at least partially
vaccinated, but an estimated 12 million
people who are eligible still have not
gotten a vaccine, shows the official
count.

Imports, which are a subtrac-
tion in the calculation of gross
domestic product (GDP), were
revised up.

“The increase in first quarter
GDP reflected the continued
economic recovery, reopening
of establishments, and continued
government response related to
the COVID-19 pandemic,” the
bureau said.

Jay Bryson and Shannon Seery,
economists at Wells Fargo
Securities, wrote in an analysis
that the overall rate of real GDP
growth was driven by broad-
based increases in many of the
underlying spending components.

income grew at a robust rate of
6.8 percent, boosted in part by
stimulus checks and supplemen-
tal unemployment benefits that
were included with the fiscal
relief packages signed into law in
December and March.
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W Today we attended the

Houston African Day
Business Forum sponsored by

together community:leaders,
international partners-and- -
elected city officials to create

CORONAVIRUS DIARY
African Diplomats

As newly appointed

Honorable Consul of the
Republic of Guinea in
Houston, | had an opportunity
t6 meet many ambassadors: -
from Washington, including
the African Union, Liberia, - -
Burkina Faso, Angola,~ = - -

- Madagascar, Libya,
Cameroon, Mali, Niger, South

Sudan.and‘Togo: -

-Today the African continent |s

‘opening their arms to
- ‘welcome all of us. - -

Are In Town

want to go to Africa to invest
in high—tech, agriculture,
education and energy. All of
the African countries are

S5 - 065

We are sponsoring another

- .investment forum at the

International Trade Center
with the Guinean
Ambassador Kerfalla
Yansane tomorrow. We hope
the forum will create new

facing very big challenges as
well as offering new :
- .opportunities. Many people

the Mayor's Office of Trade
and International Affairs
(MOTIA).

awareness of the-many
contributions that :
Houstonians of ‘African

: descent have made to our
Houston Mayor Sylvester ) .' city.

Turner said in his welcoming « -
message that we have ™ -
annually recognized our city” -

s strong and vibrant-African
community by hosting the

event and we are bringing

opportunities for American
investors.

Wea H. Lee

Wealee@SCdally-com The City of Houston along °

with public and private
partnerships have built the
world’ s largest
state—of-the—art medical
center, a leading international
port and the NASA Johnson
Space Center. The tie
between Houston and Africa
has fostered numerous
successful commercial and
cultural exchanges.

Chairman of International District Houston Texas

Publisher Southern Daily Wea H. Lee

Southern News Group Chairman / CEO

Chairman of International Trade & Culture Center
Republic of Guiana Honorary consul at Houston Texas
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A gibbon walks amid
models of vehicles at a
zoo in a park of minia-
tures in Bakhchisaray,
Crimea May 24, 2021.
REUTERS/Alexey
Pavlishak
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Bethel Boateng, 16, (R) and her sister Natalie Boateng, 13, pose for a portrait along Pena
Boulevard nearly a year after they and other youth led a march onto the highway in protest o=
the killing of George Floyd in Denver, Colorado, May 20, 2021. “In that moment, on that day,
I felt like I was on top of the world,” Bethel said. That sense has since given way to a realiza-
tion that change can take a lifetime. Bethel wants to start an activist club at her high school to
address racial equality - but also economic equality and police reform. “There has to be more
consequences for police who kill,” she said. REUTERS/Kevin Mohatt

Laser beams are shot through the air as demonstrators hurl rocks during a protest demanding
government action to tackle poverty, police violence and inequalities in healthcare and educa-

A newly emerged adult cicada dries its wings on a tree near Rock Creek Park in Washington, tion systems in Bogota, Colombia, May 10, 2021. REUTERS/Luisa Gonzalez

May 18, 2021. Wooded areas up and down the U.S. East Coast are breaking into a deafening
buzz. After 17 years spent alone underground, billions of red-eyed cicadas are emerging for

their final act: to meet a partner, breed and die. REUTERS/Carlos Barria Smoke rises from a fire

onboard the MV X-Press
Pearl container ship off
Colombo Harbour, as
villagers push the spilled
cargo onto the beach in
Ja-Ela, Sri Lanka, May 26,
2021. The container ship,
sailing with a Singaporean
flag and carrying cosmetics
and chemicals including
25 tonnes of nitric acid,
was anchored off Colombo
when a container caught
fire, officials said. REU-
TERS/Dinuka Liyanawatte

A woman prays next to the
carcasses of elephants that
according to the forest officials
possibly died because of a light-
ning strike, on the foothills of
the Kundoli reserve forest area
in Nagaon district in the north-
eastern state of Assam, India.
REUTERS/Anuwar Hazarika
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“Russian Covid Vax ‘One Of Key Elements’

In Solving Global Vaccination Problem”

UN Chief Urges WHO
To Approve Sputnik V

)

.

"
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UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres attends a news conference following

talks with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov in Moscow. (Photo/ Reuters /

Maxim Shemetov)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The United Nations would welcome the World
Health Organization’s approval of Russia’s Sputnik
V Covid-19 vaccine, UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres has said, while hailing the importance of the
jab in tackling the pandemic.

The UN believes that “Sputnik V is one the key el-
ements that will allow us to solve the vaccination
problem,” Guterres said following talks with Rus-
sia’s Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov in Moscow on
Wednesday.

Guterres also said that he’s aware that WHO’s process
to approve the vaccine is “ongoing”.

The Russian Direct Investment Fund (RDIF), which
distributes the vaccine, had filed for accelerated regis-
tration of Sputnik V by the WHO in October last year.
However, the UN health agency still hasn’t approved
the Russian jab, despite its high efficacy of over 91%
in trials, lack of significant side effects, and praise
from the international scientific community. Research
published in renowned British medical journal The
Lancet earlier this year found Sputnik V was “safe and
effective,” with all of the trial participants developing

Covid-fighting antibodies and none suffering serious

side effects.
‘I trust Sputnik more than the federal govt,” German

MP tells RT after getting Russian jab during visit to

Moscow for V-Day parade

Two sitting German MPs flew to Moscow to attend
the Victory Day parade, and one of them took the
opportunity to get the Sputnik V vaccine. Speaking
to RT, he lamented that political games have de-
layed the EU’s approval of the jab.

A member of the Bundestag from Die Linke (The
Left), Diether Dehm, and the spokesman for the par-
ty’s parliamentary faction, Michael Schlick came to
Moscow for the event, held annually on May 9. It’s not
the first time that the two leftist opposition politicians

have taken part in the commemoration of the defeat of

the Nazi regime.

Founded in 2007 in a merger between the Party of
Democratic Socialism (PDS) and Labour and Social
Justice — The Electoral Alternative (WASG), Die
Linke is a direct descendant of the Marxist-Leninist
ruling party of the once Soviet-aligned former East
Germany (GDR).

“For several years now, I have been trying to come
to the parade. The first time I was here was back in
2017, then in 2019, this year I came again. This is a
great event for me, it is important for me to be here
on May 9 to express thanks for what the Red Army
did, and I am glad to have the opportunity to attend
the parade,” Schlick told RT Deutsch.

Sputnik V distributor rejects tabloid Bild’s

report that vaccine deal with Germany is ‘dead’

A medical specialist holds a vial of Sputnik V
vaccine against the coronavirus. (Photo/Reuters /
Shamil Zhumatov)

Claims by Berlin’s Bild that a deal to supply Sputnik
V to Germany is ‘dead” have nothing to with reali-
ty and are only aimed at preventing the Russian jab
from reaching the European Union’s markets, the
vaccine’s sponsor has said.

The talks with Germany are ongoing and the vaccine
may be supplied to the country in June, the Russian
Direct Investment Fund (RDIF) pointed out in a
statement on Telegram. Any German supplies will
not affect other countries that also rely on Sputnik
V in their Covid-19 vaccination campaigns, it added.
Earlier on Sunday, a report in tabloid Bild claimed
that the negotiations between Russia and Germany
were “dead.”

According to the paper, unnamed participants in the
talks told it that Moscow would not be able to supply
Sputnik V to Germany in June or July, and after that
the country would have no use for it.

They also insisted that the only way for Moscow to
find enough doses for its German customers would
be cutting deliveries to India, which has recently
been setting records in its numbers of daily corona-

virus infections and fatalities.
Hungarian laboratory confirms Russia’s

Covid-19 vaccine reliable, says Slovak health

minister after major row over Sputnik V

(L) Slovakia’s Health Minister Vladimir Lengvarsky
© REUTERS / Radovan Stoklasa; (R) ‘Sputnik V’
vaccine (Photo/Jorge BERNAL / AFP)
Initial results of a formal review of Russia’s Sputnik
V vaccine for Slovakia carried out by a Hungarian lab
show the vaccine is reliable, said Slovakia’s health min-
ister.

Speaking in a TV interview on Friday, Vladimir Leng-
varsky said the first results of the tests in Hungary had
become available and they were “positive”, adding they
were awaiting the results of the Russian side. The min-
ister didn’t elaborate on whether the Russian vaccine
would be approved for use once the final results are in.
As Hungary trials all major Covid-19 vaccines, Bu-

dapest says Russia’s Sputnik V doing well in initial

safety & efficacy analysis
#
‘Sounds like a return to a normal life’: Hungary

heads towards further reopening of economy as it

approaches 40% inoculation rate

A man receives an injection of the Sputnik V vaccine
at the Hungarian Army Medical Center in Budapest,
Hungary, February 12, 2021; Vials of the Sputnik
V vaccine. (Photo/ Reuters / Zsolt Szigetvary/MTI/
MTVA/Pool )

Hungary is one of the few countries using all the main
Covid-19 vaccines. A study conducted by Budapest,
based on the number of people who’ve been vaccinat-
ed and then been infected or died, shows good news for
Russia’s Sputnik V/

The statistics, showing how many recipients were in-
fected with Covid-19 or died from the virus following
vaccination, were released on Sunday by Viktor Orban’s
administration. It came as a response to the criticism
surrounding the vaccination campaign, which the Orban
government has labeled an “anti-vaccination” effort by
leftist opponents.

Notably, the data suggested that Sputnik V has so far had

the safest record of all the Covid-19 vaccines used in
Hungary — the first EU member to begin vaccinating
with the Russian vaccine despite the wait for approval
from Brussels.

We ask everyone to take advantage of the possibil-

ity of vaccination. Vaccinations save lives.

The data, which spanned the Covid-19 inoculations
administered in Hungary from last December through
April 20, showed that a rate of only 95 per 100,000
people became infected with Covid-19 after being
fully vaccinated with Sputnik V. That compared with
an average rate of 408 per 100,000, including 555 per
100,000 among those who received Pfizer-BioNTech
shots, 700 per 100,000 who were given AstraZeneca’s
vaccine, and 177 per 100,000 for those who used dos-

es from Moderna.

Sputnik V

@sputnikvaccine

-Apr 25

The government of Hungary, the Ist EU country to
start using Sputnik V, released its latest data on safe-
ty and efficacy across 5 vaccines. #SputnikV has the
best safety (7-32 times fewer deaths cases) and effi-
cacy (2-7 times fewer COVID infections) per 100,000

vaccinated.

Sputnik V demonstrates the best safety profile
among other jabs in Hungary

Based on officlal data from the Government of Hungary after the 2nd shot between
December 26th, 2020 and April 20th, 2021

Sputnik V
AstraZeneca
SinoPharm
Moderna
Pfizer/BioNTech

The results were encouraging across the board, with
just 0.4% of fully vaccinated Hungarians becoming
infected with Covid-19, but Sputnik V was seemingly
the biggest winner. Just one patient per 100,000 people
inoculated with the vaccine caught Covid-19 and died,
compared with an average rate of 20 per 100,000 and
Pfizer-BioNTech’s rate of 32 per 100,000.

The Sputnik V PR team said the data appeared to back
up recent comments by Gergely Gulyas, chief of staff
to Prime Minister Orban, indicating that the Russian
and Chinese vaccines are outperforming Pfizer-BioN-
Tech, and Sputnik V leads the pack.

However, while the figures are illuminating — especial-
ly given that Hungary defied the EU on Sputnik V and
Sinopharm, and offered one of the most diverse slates
of Covid-19 jabs in the world — it’s not air-tight or con-
clusive. They don’t account for such variables as how
the different vaccines are being administered, includ-
ing which jabs have been given to a relatively high

proportion of high-risk people. (Courtesy rt.com)

Southern

DAILY.

Make
Today

COMMUNIT

Yuan Longping, The “Father Of
Hybrid Rice,” Dies at 90

Ll o

Getty Images)

Changsha, Hunan - JUNE 20: Yuan Longping, who won the World Food Prize
in 2004 - the United Nation’s Food and Agricultural Organization’s Internation-
al Year of Rice, poses for a photo at a hybrid rice planting field on June 20, 2006,
in Changsha City, Hunan province of China. Hybrid rice is a very important
achievement created by China, with its successful commercial production mak-
ing a great contribution to China’s food security. (Photo: Photo by Guang Niu/

Key Points
Agronomist was best known for developing the first hybrid rice varieties in the
1970s and helping ensure food security in the country
In 2014, he said was working with researchers on rice that had been genetically
modified to help China meet its agricultural goals

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Yuan Longping, a Chinese scientist who
developed strains of hybrid high-yield
rice that helped alleviate famine and pov-
erty around the world, enabling farmers to
feed a growing planet with fewer resourc-
es, died May 22 at a hospital in Changsha,
China.

According to the state news arm, Xinhua
News Agency, researcher Yuan Long-
ping died Saturday, May 22, in the city of
Changsha in Southern China. Local me-
dia additionally reports that shortly after
the “Father of Hybrid Rice” passed away,
crowds gathered outside the hospital bid-
ding farewell to the scientist.

An article from the South China Morning
Post reports that the agronomist died of
multiple organ failures.

Yuan Longping (Photo: CFP)
Yuan, the pioneer of the research and devel-

opment of hybrid rice in China, was the first
scientist in the world to successfully utilize the
heterosis of rice.

On September 29, 2019, on the eve of the 70th
anniversary of the founding of the People’s
Republic of China on October 1, 1949, Yuan
was awarded the “Medal of the Republic”. The
award speech stated that he had devoted his
life to the research, application and promotion

of hybrid rice technology, created a super
hybrid rice technology system, and made
outstanding contributions to China’s food
security, agricultural scientific development

and world food supply.

Yuan Longping, known as China’s “Fa-
ther of Hybrid Rice,” inspectsthe new
breed in the fields in Hekou Township in
Xiangtan City, central China’s Hunan
Province, Sept. 29, 2017. (Photo:Xinhua)
Yuan, born in September 1930, had helped
China work a great wonder —feeding nearly
one-fifth of the world’s population with less
than 9 percent of the world’s total land.
Getting enough to eat, however, used to be a
serious problem in China. “I saw heartbreak-
ing scenes of people starving to death on the
road before 1949,” recalled Yuan.

It was in that year that Yuan applied for
Southwest Agricultural College and began
his special connection with rice—a staple food
for many Chinese people-that would become
the focus of his lifelong research career.

A discovery of a peculiar wild rice species
by Yuan in the southern island of Hainan
in 1970 became the prelude of China’s de-
cades-long effotrts of hybrid rice research.
Three years later, he cultivated the world’s
first high-yielding hybrid rice strain with
three lines, namely, the male sterile, main-

tainer and restorer.

p3-1

Yuan Lor;gpin has been dubbed the “Fa-
ther of Hybrid Rice”. (Photo:Xinhua)
Hybrid rice has since been grown across the
country and farmers have reaped incredible
output after switching to Yuan’s hybrid va-
rieties.

Hybrid rice recorded an annual yield about
20 percent higher than that of conventional
rice strains-meaning it could feed an extra 70
million people a year. Now its accumulated

planting area in China has exceeded 16 million
hectares, with the total grain output reaching
658 billion kilograms (kgs) in 2018, a nearly
fivefold increase from that of 1949.

In 1986, Yuan brought up the hybrid rice
breeding strategy from the three-line hybrid
rice strain to a two-line, and later on to a one-
line variety. The two-line technique means that
the hybrid rice seeds are cultivated with the
male sterile and restorer lines only, which will
call for less complicated techniques, save la-
bor and cut costs. Compared with its three-line
predecessor, the two-line hybrid rice strain has
higher yields and makes use of manpower and
material resources more efficiently, according

to rice experts.
: = |

Yuan’s team has continued to make new break-
throughs. The team was invited to make a trial
plantation of the saline-alkaline tolerant rice in
experimental fields in Dubai in

January 2018, and it was another success story
for the team. China’s export of saline-alkaline
tolerant rice and the technique has been eyed
as a way to combat the world’s food insecurity.
In 1995, local farmers planted 20,000 hectares
of two-line hybrid rice in 55 counties on a tri-
al base. The per hectare output reached 8,250
kgs, 1,125 kgs more than that of the three-line
strain. The success established China’s leading
position in the global field of hybrid rice re-
search.

In 1996, the Ministry of Agriculture formal-
ly established a super rice breeding program.
Four years later, the first phase of the 10.5 tons
per hectare target was achieved. The record
was shattered three more times with jumps to
12 tons in 2004, 13.5 tons in 2011 and 15 tons
in2014.

Yuan Longping (Photo:CFP)

Now the focus of Yuan’s hybrid rice project
has changed from increasing output to green
and sustainable development. In September
2017, a strain of low-cadmium indica rice
developed by Yuan’s team and the Hunan
provincial academy of agricultural sciences
was able to reduce the average amount of
cadmium in rice by more than 90 percent in
areas affected by heavy metal pollution.
After the double-cropping rice exceeded
1,500 kgs per mu last November, Yuan put
forward the goal of striving to achieve a
yield of 2,000 kgs per mu as soon as pos-
sible. While just in early May, the dou-
ble-cropping rice with a per-mu yield of
3,000 kgs achieved its first harvest in San-
ya, South China’s Hainan Province. One mu
equals roughly 0.067 hectares.

From the Mekong River in Vietnam, Sumatra
Island in Indonesia, Indus Plains in Pakistan,
to the hilly valleys in Nigeria, hybrid rice has
been promoted and introduced to dozens of
countries and regions. It now has an overseas
planting area of 7 million hectares.

Yuan was also awarded with many interna-
tional awards, such as Gold Medal Award
for the Outstanding Inventor of the United
Nations World Intellectual Property Organi-
zation, Science Prize of United Nations Ed-
ucational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion, Rank Prize for Agronomy and Nutrition
of the United Kingdom, Medal of Honor for
Food Security and Sustainable Development
of the United Nations Food and Agricul-
ture Organization, and Fukui International
Koshihikari Rice Prize of Japan.
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“I have always had two dreams: The first
dream is to pursue high yield and higher
yield of rice; the second dream is having hy-
brid rice planted throughout the globe. I have
always worked hard to make my dream come
true, and I hope to encourage you to realize
these two dreams together with me,” Yuan
said. (Courtesy Global Times - Xinhua)
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