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Inside C2

Airlines re-routed flights to avoid Belarus’s 
airspace on Tuesday and Belarusian planes faced 
a possible ban from Europe, as international out-
rage mounted over Minsk forcing down a jetliner 
and arresting a dissident journalist on board.

Western nations accused Belarus of hijacking 
and piracy over the interception of the Ryanair 
plane as it crossed the country on a flight from 
Greece to Lithuania, and diplomats said France, 
Ireland and Estonia would raise the incident at a 
private meeting of the United Nations Security 
Council on Wednesday.

“The behaviour of the Belarus regime is outra-
geous, illegal, and completely unacceptable ... 
we also condemn this kind of dangerous interfer-
ence in civil aviation,” Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau told reporters.

A video released overnight showed 26-year-
old Roman Protasevich - who was pulled from 
the passenger plane after Belarus scrambled 
a warplane to escort it to Minsk on Sunday - 
confessing to having organised anti-government 
demonstrations.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel said the vid-
eo was “concerning”. German Foreign Minister 
Heiko Maas said Belarusian President Alexander 
Lukashenko must pay a “bitter price” for detain-
ing Protasevich.

Exiled Belarusian opposition leader Sviatlana 
Tsikhanouskaya said the footage showed Prota-
sevich had been tortured.

“He said that he was treated lawfully, but he’s 
clearly beaten and under pressure. There is no 
doubt that he was tortured. He was taken hos-
tage,” she told a news conference in the Lithua-
nian capital Vilnius.

Belarus did not immediately comment on the 
torture allegation but has consistently denied 
abusing detainees.

Rights groups have documented hundreds of 
cases of what they describe as abuse and forced 
confessions during a crackdown on pro-democ-
racy opponents of Lukashenko since last year.

Lukashenko, whose opponents accuse him of 
rigging an August 2020 election, has so far 
shrugged off Western sanctions, which mostly 
consist of barring various officials from travel-
ling or doing business in the United States and 
EU.

The Belarusian leader enjoys financial and secu-
rity support from Russia.

The White House said President Joe Biden would 
discuss the incident with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin at their summit next month, but added the United 
States did not believe Moscow had played any role in 
it. read more

VIDEOTAPED ‘CONFESSION’

Belarusian state media have reported that Lukashenko 
personally ordered the flight to be intercepted. Belar-
us says it was responding to a bomb scare that later 
proved to be a false alarm.

Belarusian authorities on Tuesday released a transcript 
of a conversation between the plane and an air traffic 
controller in which the pilot repeatedly questioned 
information about the threat before agreeing to land at 
Minsk.

The transcript, which Reuters could not independently 
verify, differs from excerpts previously released by 
Belarus state TV, which had suggested the pilot had 
asked to land in Minsk, rather than that the controller 
had advised him to do so. read more

Protasevich and his girlfriend Sofia Sagega, 23, were 
arrested when the plane landed. Three other people also 
disembarked the flight in Minsk, suspected by Western 
countries of being spies involved in the operation.

In the video released overnight, Protasevich can be 
seen seated at a desk in a dark hooded sweatshirt.

“I can state that I don’t have any health issues, includ-
ing diseases of the heart or any other organs. Police 
officers are treating me properly and according to the 
law,” he says, adding that he had “confessed to organis-
ing mass protests in Minsk.”

Sagega’s mother Anna Dudich told Reuters that her daugh-
ter, a student and a Russian citizen who is originally from 
Belarus, had steered clear of politics, but that she feared for 
her health and safety in detention.

“My hopes are now probably based on a miracle and on the 
knowledge that my daughter is definitely not guilty of any-
thing,” Dudich said. “She simply showed up in the wrong 
place at the wrong time.” read more

Russia’s foreign ministry said Sagega may also face crimi-
nal charges. read more

‘EUROPE IN ACTION’

In response to Minsk’s actions, the European air traffic 
control agency, Eurocontrol, recommended that EU and 
British carriers that fly over Belarus should re-route via the 
Baltic states. read more

Britain also said it was banning Belarusian airlines from 
entering its airspace. read more

European Union leaders at a summit on Monday had called 
for airlines based in the 27-member bloc to halt flights 
over Belarusian airspace, which is along a major corridor 
connecting Europe and Asia and earns hard currency from 
overflight rights.

Lufthansa, KLM, SAS, Air France, LOT and Singapore 
Airlines were among carriers that announced they would 
stop flying over Belarus. read more

Belgium’s Charles Michel, who chairs EU summits, tweet-
ed “Europe in action”, with a picture of a flight tracker map 
of the continent showing no planes flying over Belarus.

EU leaders also directed officials to draw up unspecified 
new sanctions against Belarus, and to work out a way to 
ban Belarusian airlines from the bloc’s skies.

Europe Airlines re-route to avoid Belar-
us, opposition says journalist beaten
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According to the latest report, the U.S.
economy is on the cusp of a full recov-
ery. It showed that it is 90% of the way
back from where it was before the pan-
demic began over a year ago.

The nation still has a million fewer jobs
compared to before the pandemic. In the
same time a lot of employers say they
can’ t find the workers they need. As
April 2021 America was still short 8.2 mil-
lion jobs compared with February 2020.

Today the healthcare, retail and real es-
tate job postings are going through the
roof. Low interest rates are being fueled

by a housing boom across the nation.

While the economy is driven by consum-
ers as they are spending money again
on restaurants and travel, the rising cost
of raw materials will continue fueling in-
flation.

We are so glad the recovery is on the
way. We as the people have just been
suffering so much for such a long time.

We still want to urge President Biden to
pay more attention to many small busi-
nesses in the local community. They still
need some help to recover.

0505//2525//20212021

The U.S. Economy Is Coming BackThe U.S. Economy Is Coming Back

Editor’s Choice

A gibbon walks amid models of vehicles at a zoo in the park of miniatures in 
Bakhchisaray, Crimea. REUTERS/Alexey Pavlishak

Family members of a victim of the coronavirus pray at a hospital mortuary before burial, in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. REUTERS/Lim Huey TengA Palestinian man plays with pet lion cubs on a house rooftop in Khan Younis, in the southern 

Gaza Strip. REUTERS/Ibraheem Abu Mustafa

Gianna Floyd, George Floyd’s 
daughter, holds the hand of her 
mother, Roxie Washington, 
while standing with members 
of the Floyd family prior to a 
meeting to commemorate the 
death of George Floyd with 
U.S. House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi at the U.S. Capitol in 
Washington. REUTERS/Erin 
Scott/Pool

The hand of an 
assembly factory 
employee is seen as 
he waits to receive a 
dose of the Pfizer-Bi-
oNTech coronavirus 
vaccine aboard a bus 
in Ciudad Juarez, 
Mexico. REUTERS/
Jose Luis Gonzalez

Smoke rises 
from a fire 
onboard the MV 
X-Press Pearl 
container ship 
off the Colom-
bo Harbour, in 
Sri Lanka. Sri 
Lanka Airforce 
Media/via REU-
TERS
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BUSINESSBUSINESS

In the business news cycle, headlines are of-
ten dominated by large corporations, mac-
roeconomic news, or government action.
While mom and pop might not always be 
in focus, collectively small businesses are a 
powerful and influential piece of the econ-
omy. In fact, 99.9% of all businesses in the 
U.S. qualify as small businesses, collective-
ly employing almost half (47.3%) of the na-
tion’s private workforce.
Unfortunately, they’ve also been one of the 
hardest-hit sectors of the economy amid the 
pandemic. From the CARES Act to the new 
budget proposal, billions of dollars have 
been allocated towards helping small busi-
nesses to get back on their feet.
Small Business Recovery in 50 Metro Ar-
eas
During the pandemic, many small business-
es have either swiftly pivoted to survive, or 

struggled to stay afloat. 

So, has the situation improved since the 
last time we examined this data? The 
short answer is no—on a national scale, 
34% of small businesses are closed com-
pared to January 2020.
San Francisco is one of the most affect-
ed metro areas, with a 48% closure rate 
of small businesses. New York City has 
spiralled the most since the end of Sep-

tember 2020.
Road to a K-Shaped Recovery
As of April 25, 2021, nearly 42% of the 
U.S. population has received at least one 
dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. Howev-
er, even with this rapid vaccine rollout, 
various segments of the economy aren’t 
recovering at the same pace.
Take for instance the stark difference be-
tween professional services and the lei-
sure and hospitality sector. Though small 
business revenues in both segments have 
yet to return to pre-pandemic levels, the 
latter has much more catching up to do.

This uneven phenomena is known as a 
K-shaped recovery, where some indus-
tries see more improvement compared to 
others that stagnate in the aftermath of a 
recession.
Despite these continued hardships, it 
appears that many Americans have not 
been deterred from starting their own 
businesses.

Many small businesses require an Em-
ployer Identification Number (EIN) 

which makes EIN applications a good proxy 
for business formation activity. Despite an 
initial dip in 
the early months of the pandemic, there has 
been a dramatic spike in EIN business ap-
plications.
Many small businesses in the United States 
will need to make extreme changes to sur-
vive. The broad themes are, by now, famil-
iar and generally the same as with most 
large businesses: protecting the health and 
safety of employees and customers, adapt-
ing business models, investing in talent and 
technology, and adjusting staffing models 

and labor practices.  
Small businesses will 
need to make all these 
changes at greater rela-
tive cost and with less 
working capital. Small 
businesses with slim 
margins have little 
room to invest in the 
business models and 
technologies that they 
will need to survive. It 
will take collaboration 
across the economy to 
keep them afloat. 
Most mall businesses 
across sectors came 
into the COVID-19 
crisis with low finan-
cial resilience. Close to 
a third of the nation’s 

small businesses have been operating at 
a loss or breaking even prior to the crisis. 
Profit margins are typically below 5 percent 
for small retailers selling staples, such as 
groceries, and below 10 percent for those 
selling discretionary items. 

Balance sheets for small businesses in man-
ufacturing, retail, and restaurants also lack 
flexibility, since a significant portion of the 
costs for small businesses in those three 

sectors are relatively fixed. Occupancy 
costs, for example, are especially so for 
smaller businesses, which often lack the 
market power to renegotiate the terms of 
their leases.  
Even in the face of a global pandemic, 
the perseverance of such metrics prove 
that the innovative American spirit is un-
wavering, and spells better days to come 
for small business recovery.  (Courtesy 
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/ and 
https://www.mckinsey.com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The State Of Small Business 
COVID-19 Recovery In America

COMMUNITYBUSINESS

(HealthDay News) -- It’s already being tak-
en by millions to help ward off heart issues, 
and now preliminary research hints that dai-
ly low-dose aspirin might also cut your odds 
of contracting COVID-19.
As an Israeli research team noted, aspi-
rin is an anti-inflammatory and previous 
studies have shown that it may help the 
immune system combat some viral infec-
tions. According to the researchers, aspirin 
was widely used during the 1918 Spanish 
Influenza pandemic, several decades before 
its activity against RNA viruses was con-
firmed.
All of this prompted the team to investigate 
whether taking daily low-dose aspirin might 
reduce COVID-19 susceptibility, as well as 
the length of illness if infection does occur.
The dose used in Israel was 75 milligrams 
(mg); low-dose aspirin in the United States 
is typically a bit higher, at 81 mg. The re-
search was led by Eli Magen, from the 
Barzilai Medical Center in Ashkelon, Isra-
el. His team tracked data on nearly 10,500 
people who were tested for COVID-19 
during the first wave of the pandemic in Is-
rael, from February to the end of June of last 

year. Because the study was a look back 
at prior data, it wasn’t designed to show 
cause-and-effect, only associations. But 
Magen’s group found that people who’d 
already been taking low-dose aspirin to 
reduce their risk of heart disease had a 
29% lower risk of contracting COVID-19 
compared to those who didn’t take as-
pirin, and that rates of aspirin use were 
much lower among COVID-19 patients 
than among those who didn’t get infect-
ed.

Clinical Research Team
Among people who did get COVID-19, 
the time it took for SARS-CoV-2 PCR 
test results to go from positive to neg-
ative was significantly shorter among 

those who used aspirin, and the duration 
of their disease was two-three days short-
er, depending upon preexisting health 
conditions.
“This observation of the possible ben-
eficial effect of low doses of aspirin on 
COVID-19 infection is preliminary but 
seems very promising,” Magen said in 
a news release from Bar-Ilan University.
“The present study sought to better un-
derstand the potential favorable effects 
of aspirin in aiding the human immune 
system battle COVID-19,” said study 
principal investigator Eugene Merzon, of 
Leumit Health Services at Bar-Ilan Uni-
versity. “We intend to investigate a larg-
er cohort of patients and in randomized 
clinical trials.”
Two experts in the United States agreed 
that the findings are interesting, but more 
study is needed.
“This certainly raises some intriguing 
questions,” said Dr. Michael Goyfman, 
who directs clinical cardiology at Long 
Island Jewish Forest Hills in New York 
City. But for now, he said, the data is too 
early to be more than “hypothesis-gener-
ating.”

Low Dose Aspirin
He pointed out that “confounding” fac-
tors could be at play. “For example, did 
less people get COVID-19 because of 
their use of aspirin? Or perhaps those 
people who take aspirin also take other 
medications as well, are better adherents 
to physician recommendations, and per-
haps are more likely to practice social 
distancing?,” Goyfman said.
And far from low-dose aspirin being a 
harmless drug, Goyfman stressed that it 
does come with risks -- so folks worried 
about coronavirus may want to think 
twice before starting daily aspirin.
“Its various risks include peptic ulcer 
disease, gastrointestinal, intracranial, 

and other bleeding,” he said.
Dr. Len Horovitz is a pulmonologist at Le-
nox Hill Hospital, also in New York City. 
He said that “aspirin certainly has anti-in-
flammatory benefits, and if studies in larger 
groups are conducted, it is conceivable that 
aspirin may have a role in COVID preven-
tion and treatment in certain patients.”

Enteric-coated aspirin
But Horovitz said new data in recent years 
has taken a bit of the shine off aspirin’s 
heart-healthy halo.
“While aspirin therapy was in wide use 
in years past, the addition of aspirin to 
statin therapy did not significantly re-
duce the incident of first heart attack 
-- and also resulted in significant mortal-
ity from bruising and bleeding,” he noted.                                                                                                                
The study was published recently in The 
FEBS Journal. (Courtesy HealthDay) 
For More information: The U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention explains 
how to protect yourself and others from 
COVID-19.
Related
Studies Show That Low-Dose Aspirin Can 
Help Regulate Immune Responses To Viral 
Infections, Reduce Risk Of COVID-19 In-
fection, And Help Patients Recover Faster

RAMAT-GAN, Israel— Aspirin, the com-
mon pain reliever and fever reducer, has a 
long history of being a safe, low-cost way 
to treat various cardiovascular conditions. 
More recently, research suggests aspirin can 
even help regulate immune responses to vi-
ral infections. With aspirin’s virus-fighting 
abilities in mind, a team of Israeli research-
ers set out to see if aspirin can help in the 

fight against COVID-19. Sure enough, 
their work suggests taking aspirin can re-
duce one’s risk of contracting the virus.
More specifically, study authors from Bar-
Ilan University hypothesized that a daily 
regimen of low-dose aspirin (75mg) may 
offer a “beneficial effect on COVID-19 
susceptibility and disease duration.”
To test their theory, researchers ana-
lyzed data on 10,477 people tested for 
COVID-19 in Israel between February 
and June 2020. That work led them to this 
conclusion: in comparison to non-aspirin 
users, generally healthy patients using as-
pirin to avoid the development of cardio-
vascular disease experienced a 29-percent 
lower risk of COVID-19 infection.
Taking aspirin helps COVID patients 
too
Moreover, patients testing positive for 
COVID-19 who took aspirin recovered 
faster and tested negative for SARS-
CoV-2 quicker than COVID-19 patients 
not using aspirin. On average, aspirin us-
ers recovered two to three days faster than 
other coronavirus patients.

“This observation of the possible ben-
eficial effect of low doses of aspirin on 
COVID-19 infection is preliminary but 
seems very promising,” says study leader 
Prof. Eli Magen from the Barzilai Medical 
Center in a media release.
Study authors stress the relationship be-
tween aspirin and COVID-19 requires 
more research, particularly using a larger 
and more diverse population sample.
“The present study sought to better un-
derstand the potential favorable effects 
of aspirin in aiding the human immune 
system battle COVID-19. We intend to 
investigate a larger cohort of patients and 
in randomized clinical trials,” concludes 
Dr. Milana Frenkel-Morgenstern from the 
Azrieli Faculty of Medicine 

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

By Guest Writers Robert Preidt and Ernie Mundell, HealthDay Reporters

Low-Dose Aspirin May Help
Shield You From COVID-19
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