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Int’l carmakers unveil new models at
Shanghai auto show

SHANGHAI, April 28 (Xinhua) -- Global carmakers debuted
128 new models at the 19th Shanghai International Automobile Industry Exhibition (Auto Shanghai 2021), which concluded on Wednesday.
Among the new models are three launched by Italian luxury
brand Maserati and a sports car debuted by Hongqi, a brand
under China’s leading automaker FAW Group.

The 10-day auto show, which kicked off on April 19, attracted
roughly 810,000 visitors and more than 1,000 companies in
the auto industry. A total of 1,310 vehicle models were displayed at the show, according to the organizer.
Auto Shanghai 2021 is the first major auto show globally to
run normally amid the coronavirus pandemic this year.
“The exhibition is aimed at building a two-way bridge,
helping foreign-funded enterprises enter China and Chinese
enterprises go abroad,” said Zhou Minhao, president of the
Shanghai Council for the Promotion of International Trade.
China has been the world’s largest car market for many years,
Zhou added, noting that the huge potential of the Chinese auto
market not only encourages foreign carmakers to continuously increase their investment but also provides favorable conditions for Chinese auto brands to promote their new models on
the global stage.
A Mercedes Benz new energy concept vehicle is
displayed at the 19th International Automobile
Industry Exhibition (Auto Shanghai 2021) in
Shanghai, east China, April 28, 2021. The 19th
Shanghai International Automobile Industry
Exhibition (Auto Shanghai 2021) concluded on
Wednesday. The 10-day auto show, which kicked
off on April 19, attracted roughly 810,000 visitors and more than 1,000 companies in the auto
industry. A total of 1,310 vehicle models were
displayed at the show, according to the organizer.
Auto Shanghai 2021 is the first major auto show

China welcomes U.S.
easing COVID-19 restrictions on Chinese students
BEIJING, April 28 (Xinhua) -- China said on
Wednesday that it is a positive step for the United
States to ease COVID-19 restrictions on Chinese
students into the United States this fall.
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian said
this during a daily press briefing after the U.S.
government announced that students from China
would be exempt from the remaining travel bans
related to the COVID-19 pandemic.
China has made major strategic achievements
in its fight against the COVID-19 pandemic,
recognized globally, Zhao said. He added that
China hopes the United States would make proper
arrangements for Chinese personnel to go to the
United States and create favorable conditions for
resuming personnel exchanges between the two
sides.
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Texas Becomes The Second
Largest State In America
conduct the census.
We are so glad and proud
that Texas became the
second largest state in the
nation. There are many
reasons for this. We are a
state that is very friendly to
business. We don’t have a
state tax and with the very
reasonable cost of land, it is
very good for businesses to
grow.
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Republic of Guiana Honorary consul at Houston Texas
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Texas is the new superpower
in America. With the new
census, Texas will gain two
seats in Congress with 38
seats and 40 Electoral
College votes. The six states
gaining House seats are
Texas, Florida, Colorado,
Montana, Oregon and North
Carolina. Since the 2000
census Texas has gained
eight seats while Florida has
gained five and Arizona and
Georgia picked up three each.

We also have very rich
natural resources and energy
with many ports and airports.
Texas makes one of the
international states to connect
to the rest of the world.
We as Texans welcome
people from all over the world
to come and join us in this
wonderful land.

The results really show that
political power in the country
is shifting from states in the
Midwest and Northwest to
those in the south and west.
The 2020 census brought
unprecedented challenges
including a global pandemic,
wildfires, civil unrest and
hurricanes. With all of these
events happening at the
same time, it was not easy to

Editor’s Choice
Health workers carry wood
to prepare a funeral pyre for
a coronavirus victim during a
mass cremation at a crematorium in New Delhi, April 26.
REUTERS/Adnan Abidi

A man carrying wood walks past the funeral pyres of those who died from the
coronavirus during a mass cremation, at a crematorium in New Delhi, April
26. REUTERS/Adnan Abidi

A woman is consoled after her mother died due to the coronavirus at a crematorium ground in A mass cremation of people, who died due to the coronavirus, is seen at a crematorium ground
New Delhi, April 28. REUTERS/Danish Siddiqui
in New Delhi, April 28, 2021. REUTERS/Danish Siddiqui

A health worker walks past the
funeral pyres of those who died
from the coronavirus during a
mass cremation at a crematorium
in New Delhi, April 26. REUTERS/Adnan Abidi

Women mourn the death
of a family member, who
died from the coronavirus,
outside a crematorium in
New Delhi, April 24. REUTERS/Adnan Abidi
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Biden’s Move To Share
Vaccine Doses Could Be
Global Game Changer
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spite bordering one of the world’s largest
producers.
Breaking it down: While relatively
small compared to the 231 million doses the U.S. has already administered, 60
million doses would be a major boost to
the severely strained global supply.

and public health imperatives to share those
doses with the world. He has said that he
hopes to do so once the U.S. has a “surplus”
but offered no clarity as to what qualifies as
a surplus or where the doses will go.
• On the one hand: The Biden administration has emphasized the need for caution and flexibility at home, citing possible
production disruptions, the likely need for
booster shots and the possibility of vaccinating children.
• On the other: Secretary of State Tony
Blinken has said the U.S. will become “the
world leader in helping to make sure that
the entire world gets vaccinated.”
The bottom line: Even as the U.S. puts billions of dollars toward that goal, it has been
unwilling to tap the biggest asset at Biden’s
disposal: the doses streaming out of U.S.
factories each week.
Related

European Commission sues AstraZeneca for vaccine shortages

Data: Airfinity; Chart: Andrew Witherspoon/Axios
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
The Biden administration took its biggest step yet toward becoming a global
supplier of coronavirus vaccines, announcing that it would export 60 million
AstraZeneca doses over the next several
weeks.
Why it matters: President Biden has
been under intense global scrutiny for
his “Americans first” approach. Alone
among the four major producers, the
U.S. has kept nearly its entire supply up
to now.
• The biggest symbol of Washington’s
“vaccine nationalism” had been the
stockpiling of the AstraZeneca vaccine
— not approved and not needed in the
U.S., but crucial to many countries’ rollouts.
• A senior administration official told reporters tonight that just 10 million doses were waiting to be distributed (much
lower than had been reported), while an-

other 50 million doses would be ready by
June.

Those doses will be exported around the
world, pending an FDA safety review, but
the White House says no decisions have
been made as to which countries will receive them.
• India could be near the top of the list given the terrifying outbreak there, though the
White House says Prime Minister Narendra
Modi did not request doses in a call with
Biden today.
• So too could Mexico, which has turned to
Russia and China in search of vaccines de-
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• The COVAX initiative, the primary
source of vaccines for dozens of lower-income countries, has thus far only
distributed 45 million doses globally.
• Still, now that Biden has shown he’s
willing to export the vaccine the U.S.
isn’t using, the obvious next question is
when he’ll allow exports of the ones it is:
Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson & Johnson.
What to watch: Nearly every U.S. adult
who wants a vaccine will likely have had
one within the next two to three weeks,
Axios’ Caitlin Owens reports.
• And as demand begins to wane, supply should continue to ramp up. Pfizer,
Moderna, J&J and AstraZeneca still owe
the U.S. hundreds of millions of doses
(more still if Biden exercises additional
purchase options).

• Biden will face international pressure

What they’re saying: “Indeed the Commission has started last Friday a legal action against the company AstraZeneca on
the [basis] of breaches of the advanced
purchase agreement,” European Commision spokesperson Stefan De Keersmaeker
said.
•”The reason indeed being the terms of the
contract, or some terms of the contract,
have not been respected, and the company
has not been in a position to come up with
a reliable strategy to ensure the timely delivery of doses.”
•”What matters is to us in this case is that
we want to make sure that there is a speedy
delivery of sufficient number of doses that
the European citizens are entitled to and
which have been promised on the basis of
the contract.” (Courtesy axios.com)

Photo: Thierry Monasse/Getty Images
The European Commission has launched
legal proceedings against AstraZeneca for
providing only a third of the supply of coronavirus vaccines agreed to in its contract, a
spokesperson confirmed Monday.
Why it matters: It’s the latest in a string
of controversies related to the European
Union’s vaccine rollout, which has been
plagued by supply shortages, a slow pace
of distribution, and concerns about potential
rare blood clots linked to AstraZeneca and
Johnson & Johnson. AstraZeneca’s contract with the EU committed the company
to delivering 300 million doses by the end
of June, according to Politico. AstraZeneca
had sent 30 million doses to the bloc by the
end of March, and is on pace to deliver just
70 million more by the end of June — a significant shortfall.
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New Alief Neighborhood Center Represents Future Cultural Reality Of Area
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

areas with expansive views both to the
park to the south and to the existing
grove of preserved trees on the north.
Directly adjacent to the library, HPL’s
technology-rich TechLINK youth maker-doer program contains spaces for collaboration, the ‘Tiny Techs’ children’s
area, music recording studio, virtual
reality stations, photo/video lab, and a
maker space.
The Alief Neighborhood Center combines
three City of Houston departments (Library, Parks, & Health) to create a civic
center at the heart of the redeveloped 37acre urban park. Raised out of the floodplain, the building’s elevated ‘front porch’
frames a space for the diverse community
to come together, share ideas, and express
an identity unique to Alief. The Center is
a model for resilient design in a post-hurricane Harvey environment – a ‘Lilly-pad’
for those seeking shelter from the storm.
BUILDING AWARDSRethinking The Future Awards 2020
First Award | Public Building (Concept)
The $52 million, 63,000-square-foot
multi-purpose facility at 11903 Bellaire
will combine a health clinic, community center and library into one space.
The structure, which will sit in 37-acre
Alief Park, will consolidate the Hennington-Alief Regional Library at 7979
South Kirkwood and the park’s existing
community center, both of which are aging. It also will replace the area’s Women, Infants and Children Center, which
today leases space at 12660 Beechnut.
City council passed one item appropriating $4.8 million for contractor EYP Inc. to
begin construction on the new center, and
another item giving Manhattan Constriction $100,000 for construction management services.
The 70,000sf 2-story new building is elevated over a parking area providing convenient access to the building programs directly above. Health Department programs
provided include W.I.C. (Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women,
Infants, and Children), DAWN (Diabetes

Aw a r e n e s s
Related
Network)
that
provides support for a
variety of Sponsored by the ITC Comchronic ill- munity Empowerment Organesses, and nization with the collaboration
a
Senior of the SEONE Corporation,
Center. The the Community Resource CenParks De- ter opens its door on Tuesday,
p a r t m e n t April 6, 2021, at the Southern
p r o g r a m s News Group building.
include a The mission of the Community
f u l l - s i z e Resource Center is to serve as a
competition “one stop-shop” for the underg y m n a s i - served minority population in
um with a the southwest area of Houston.
p e r i m e t e r The Center will provide meme l e v a t e d bers of the community with
w a l k i n g information that will empower
track above, them to improve their quality
a commu- of life and to also serve as a
nity fitness way for participants to access
center and the rich pool of resources availspaces to
support youth after-school and summer
programs.

Site amenities include a competition
soccer field, two full-size practice
soccer fields, two futsal courts (fastpaced soccer played on a hard-surfaced
smaller court) baseball field, skate
park, tennis courts, children’s playground, outdoor swimming pool facility, community gardens, a marketplace
venue, and outdoor event space areas.
The Alief Neighborhood Center is

Community Resource Center Opens

The library, located on the second
floor, and accessed through a grand
‘stair-a-torium’ in the lobby contains
light-filled stack-space and reading

scheduled to open in early 2022.

The Mission Of The Alief
Neighborhood Center

To Foster A Culture Of Health

able to them.

Southern News Group,
Houston, Texas
Members of the community
who have questions about any
of the variety of issues the Center will address are encouraged
to schedule interviews with the
Center. The Center will link the
person with a professional who
can best address their needs.

The areas the Center will address include disaster assistance, loans and grants, small
business development, tax
information, immigration, legal issues, workforce, housing
and renting, veterans issues,
medical, healthcare service,
education, skills development,
children and child welfare and
city services.
The Center’s services will be
led by senior educator, Dr. Tina
Agosa and many other assistants.

To Create A Heart For Civic Engagement

All In A Spirit of Shared Collaboration

With The Biggest Front Porch In Texas!

