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Philippines logs 7,204 new COVID-19
cases, India’s daily cases fall
HONG KONG, April 27 (Xinhua) -- The COVID-19 pandemic continues to spread in Asia-Pacific countries as the Philippines reported 7,204 new cases on Tuesday while India’s tally
reached 17,636,307.
India’s COVID-19 tally rose to 17,636,307 with 323,144 new
cases recorded in the past 24 hours, said the federal health
ministry.
This was the sixth consecutive day when over 300,000 cases
were registered in a single day, though there was a fall of
nearly 30,000 new cases in a day compared to those reported
on Monday.
According to the figures released by the federal health ministry, 2,771 deaths took place in the past 24 hours, taking the
total death toll to 197,894.
There are still a total of 2,882,204 active cases in the country, with an increase of 68,546 active cases through Monday,
while 14,556,209 people have been cured and discharged
from hospitals so far across the country.
The Philippines’ Department of Health (DOH) reported 7,204
new COVID-19 infections, bringing the total number of confirmed cases in the Southeast Asian country to 1,013,618.
The death toll climbed to 16,916 after 63 more patients died
from the viral disease, the DOH said. According to the DOH,
925,027 people, about 91 percent of the total number, have
recovered from the disease.
The COVID-19 cases in Indonesia rose by 4,656 within one
day to 1,651,794, with the death toll adding by 168 to 44,939,
the Health Ministry said.

patients had recovered and been discharged from
hospitals, resulting in the active patient count to be
7,152.
A total of 647 deaths have been reported from the
virus.

According to the ministry, 4,884 more people were discharged
from hospitals, bringing the total number of recovered patients to 1,506,599.

South Korea reported 86 more cases of COVID-19
variants for the past week, bringing the total number
of such cases to 535, the health authorities said.

Thailand registered 15 COVID-19 related deaths over the last
24 hours, the highest single-day number since the pandemic
began, the Center for COVID-19 Situation Administration
(CCSA) said.

In the latest tally, South Korea reported 512 more
cases of COVID-19 for the past 24 hours, raising the
total number of infections to 119,898.

The national toll has reached 163, of which 69 have died
since the beginning of the third wave in April this year, CCSA
spokesman Taweesin Visanuyothin told a press conference.
A total of 2,179 new COVID-19 cases were reported, with
2,174 domestic infections and five imported cases, Taweesin
said.
The total case tally in Thailand has now reached 59,687, of
which 33,551 patients have fully recovered and been released
from hospitals while 25,973 others are currently hospitalized.
The number of people infected with the COVID-19 virus
in Sri Lanka reached 102,376 after 997 people were detected a day earlier, official statistics from the Health Ministry
showed.
According to the ministry, out of the total infected, 94,577

Millions of Americans are missing second dose of COVID-19
vaccine: U.S. media
WASHINGTON, April 27 (Xinhua) -- More than
5 million Americans, or nearly 8 percent of those
who received a first jab of their COVID-19 vaccine, have missed their scheduled second dose,
U.S. media reported.

Cambodia confirmed 508 new cases of COVID-19
in the last 24 hours, pushing the national case total to
11,063, the Ministry of Health said in a statement.

The number of those skipping their important
second dose has increased from about 3.4 percent
in March, more than double the rate among people who got inoculated in the first several weeks
of the nationwide vaccination campaign, CNN
reported, citing data from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

Three more deaths have been recorded, bringing the
death toll to 82, the statement said, adding that 127
patients have recovered, raising the overall number
of recoveries to 3,704.

The inoculation of the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines requires people to return for a second shot
three or four weeks after the first dose to be fully
effective, said health authorities.
Anthony Fauci, top U.S. infectious disease expert,
told CNN on Sunday that he was "not surprised"
about this, saying it happens frequently with
multi-dose vaccines.
"Obviously whenever you have a two-dose
vaccine, you're going to see people who for one
reason or other -- convenience, forgetting, a number of other things -- just don't show up for the
second vaccine," CNN quoted Fauci as saying.
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We Are Reaching The
Turning Point
White House medical advisor
Dr. Anthony Fauci said
America should begin to see
a turning point in the
pandemic within a few weeks.
The United States has
vaccinated three million

COVID-19 shots every day.
The average daily cases last
week were 58,164. That’s
down 14% from a week ago.
The Biden administration has
pushed the American people
to get vaccinated as soon as

possible. Up to this date the
outbreak has killed 572,287
people in the U.S.

Wealee@scdaily.com

More than 139 million
Americans or 42.2% of the
total population has received
one doses of the vaccine.
94.7 million people are now
fully vaccinated. Dr. Fauci
said we are expecting 70% to
85% of the population to be
vaccinated in order to achieve
herd immunity and suppress
the pandemic.
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Republic of Guiana Honorary consul at Houston Texas

LIVE

We urge everyone to be
vaccinated. Not only for
ourselves, but also to protect
others. When we look back at
the darkest days we have
experienced in the past year,
we need to let these horrible
times be over and finished.
We also really appreciate the
Biden administration that has
taken all the effort to
overcome our national crisis.

Editor’s Choice
The full moon, also known as
the Supermoon, rises above the
Emirates Air Line cable car in
London, Britain. REUTERS/
Hannah McKay

A man runs past the burning funeral pyres of those who died from the coronavirus during a mass cremation at a crematorium in New Delhi, India. REUTERS/Adnan Abidi

Italians enjoy aperitivo evening drinks sitting down at a bar as much of the country becomes a A motorist raises her fist in support of passing protesters marching in the evening after fami‘yellow zone’, easing coronavirus restrictions allowing bars and restaurants to serve clients at ly members were shown body camera footage of a deputy sheriff shooting and killing Black
outdoor tables, in Venice, Italy. REUTERS/Manuel Silvestri
suspect Andrew Brown Jr. last week, in Elizabeth City, North Carolina. REUTERS/Jonathan

Drake

Britain’s Prime Minister Boris
Johnson eats an ice-cream as he
visits Llandudno, Wales. REUTERS/Phil Noble/Pool

Tyres burn on a road
as dockworkers protest
against Chile’s government
seeking to block an approval made by lawmakers
that would allow citizens
to make another withdrawal from their privately-held
pension savings to combat
economic hardship generated by the coronavirus
pandemic, in Valparaiso,
Chile. REUTERS/Rodrigo
Garrido
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“You particularly don’t want to do that when you have a high
level of community spread which is what we have now 60 to
70,000 new infections per day.”
“So I want us to all start getting back to some degree of normality, but we want to do that gradually and not all of a sudden,
abruptly.”
The U.S. has not registered less than 10,000 cases of the virus
since March 22, 2020, according to data from The New York
Times.
Cases hit their peak of just over 300,000 on Jan. 8, 2021, according to The Times. (Courtesy the usawire.com)
Related

Coronavirus: Pfizer begins human
trials of new pill to treat Covid-19

“Given the way that Sars-CoV-2 is mutating and the continued global impact of Covid-19, it appears likely that it will
be critical to have access to therapeutic options both now
and beyond the pandemic,” said Mikael Dolsten, Pfizer’s
Chief Scientific Officer, in a statement. (Courtesy scmp.
com)

Dr. Anthony Fauci
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Dr. Anthony Fauci said Thursday that
the U.S. should not relax restrictions that
have been put in place to slow the spread
of coronavirus until new infections are
under 10,000 per day, a number that is
about 85% lower than current case levels.
Fauci said that the case levels may have
to be “considerably less” than 10,000 per
day for him to support rolling back mask
and social distancing mandates in place in
many U.S. cities and states.
The U.S. has registered an average of
between 60,000 and 70,000 new cases a
day over the past week, far lower than the
case spike seen in December and January.
The steep decline comes as the U.S. has
ramped up distribution of several coronavirus vaccines.
Earlier this week, the governors
of Texas and Alabama announced
they would end mandates requiring
masks in businesses and public areas.
Fauci told CNN’s Jake Tapper that he
disagreed with Texas Gov. Greg Abbott’s
decision.
“Well, I wouldn’t want to see a light
switch go on and off with regard to restrictions,” said Fauci, the director of the
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases.“I would like to see as we

get the level of virus in the community
to a very low level, well, well below
the 60,000 to 70,000 new infections
and somewhere.”

“I’ll just pick a number even though
there’s not a good model there yet,” he
continued, “but I would say less than
10,000 and maybe even considerably
less than that.”Fauci also said that he
would like to see “a substantial proportion” of the population vaccinated
before restrictions are lifted.
Around 15% of the U.S. population has
received at least one dose of vaccines
distributed by Pfizer and Moderna.
Fauci said that states could “gradually”
pull back restrictions as case counts
continue falling, saying that “you don’t
want to go from very stringent public
health restrictions to just turning it off
and say that’s it.”

A Recent Survey Shows Many Scientists Expect The
Virus That Causes COVID-19 To Become Endemic,
But It Could Pose Less Danger Over Time

The Coronavirus Is Here To
Stay-- What Does That Mean?

Children in Copenhagen play during the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic. Endemic viruses are often first encountered in childhood. Credit: Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau
Scanpix/AFP/Getty
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
For much of the past year, life in Western
Australia has been coronavirus-free. Friends
gathered in pubs; people kissed and hugged
their relatives; children went to school without temperature checks or wearing masks.
The state maintained this enviable position
only by placing heavy restrictions on travel
and imposing lockdowns — some regions
entered a snap lockdown at the beginning
of the year after a security guard at a hotel where visitors were quarantined tested
positive for the virus. But the experience in
Western Australia has provided a glimpse
into a life free from the SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus. If other regions, aided by vaccines,
aimed for a similar zero-COVID strategy,
then could the world hope to rid itself of the
virus?
It’s a beautiful dream but most scientists
think it’s improbable. In January, Nature
asked more than 100 immunologists, infectious-disease researchers and virologists
working on the coronavirus whether it could
be eradicated. Almost 90% of respondents

“Eradicating this virus right now from
the world is a lot like trying to plan the
construction of a stepping-stone pathway to the Moon. It’s unrealistic,” says
Michael Osterholm, an epidemiologist
at the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis.
But failure to eradicate the virus does not
mean that death, illness or social isolation will continue on the scales seen so
far. The future will depend heavily on the
type of immunity people acquire through

Pfizer also plans to explore whether the drug works to protect healthy people who have been exposed to the coronavirus, such as family members or roommates who live with
someone who got sick. Photo: Reuters

Key Points
If successfully tested, the medication could be used at the first
sign of illness before patients get very sick
Easy-to-use treatments are lacking for early-stage Covid-19
patients, with current therapies requiring visits to a doctor or
hospital
Pfizer said it has begun human safety testing of a new pill
to treat the coronavirus that could be used at the first sign of
illness.
If it succeeds in trials, the pill could be prescribed early in an
infection to block viral replication before patients get very
sick. The drug binds to an enzyme called a protease to keep the
virus from replicating. Protease-inhibiting medicines have been
successful in treating other types of viruses, include HIV and
hepatitis C.

COMMUNITY
infection or vaccination and how the virus evolves. Influenza and the four human
coronaviruses that cause common colds
are also endemic: but a combination of
annual vaccines and acquired immunity
means that societies tolerate the seasonal
deaths and illnesses they bring without
requiring lockdowns, masks and social
distancing.
More than one-third of the respondents to
Nature’s survey thought that it would be
possible to eliminate SARS-CoV-2 from
some regions while it continued to circulate in others. In zero-COVID regions
there would be a continual risk of disease
outbreaks, but they could be quenched
quickly by herd immunity if most people
had been vaccinated. “I guess COVID will
be eliminated from some countries, but
with a continuing (and maybe seasonal)
risk of reintroduction from places where
vaccine coverage and public-health measures have not been good enough,” says
Christopher Dye, an epidemiologist at the
University of Oxford, UK.
“The virus becoming endemic is likely,
but the pattern that it will take is hard to
predict,” says Angela Rasmussen, a virologist from Georgetown University, who is
based in Seattle, Washington. This will determine the societal costs of SARS-CoV-2
for 5, 10 or even 50 years in the future (see
‘Coronavirus: here to stay?’).

Childhood virus
Five years from now, when childcare
centres call parents to tell them that their
child has a runny nose and a fever, the
COVID-19 pandemic might seem a distant memory. But there’s a chance the virus that killed more than 1.5 million people in 2020 alone will be the culprit.
This is one scenario that scientists foresee
for SARS-CoV-2. The virus sticks around,
but once people develop some immunity to it — either through natural infection or vaccination — they won’t come
down with severe symptoms. The virus
would become a foe first encountered in
early childhood, when it typically causes
mild infection or none at all, says Jennie
Lavine, an infectious-disease researcher
at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia.
Scientists consider this possible because
that’s how the four endemic coronaviruses, called OC43, 229E, NL63 and HKU1,
behave. At least three of these viruses
have probably been circulating in human
populations for hundreds of years; two of
them are responsible for roughly 15% of
respiratory infections. Using data from
previous studies, Lavine and her colleagues developed a model that shows
how most children first come down with
these viruses before the age of 6 and develop immunity to them1. That defence
wanes pretty quickly so it is not sufficient
to block reinfection entirely, but it seems
to protect adults from getting sick, says
Lavine. Even in children, the first infection is relatively mild.

Whether immunity to SARS-CoV-2 will
behave in the same way is so far unclear.
A large study of people who have had

COVID-19 suggests that their levels of
neutralizing antibodies — which help to
block reinfection — start to decline after
around six to eight months2. But their
bodies also make memory B cells, which
can manufacture antibodies if a new infection arises, and T cells that can eliminate virus-infected cells, says Daniela
Weiskopf, an immunologist at the La Jolla
Institute for Immunology in California,
who co-authored the study. It’s yet to be
established if this immune memory can
block viral reinfection — although cases
of reinfection have been recorded, and
new viral variants might make them more
likely, they are still considered rare.
Weiskopf and her colleagues are still
tracking the immune memory of people
infected with COVID-19 to see if it persists. If most people develop life-long immunity to the virus, either through natural
infection or vaccination, then the virus is
unlikely to become endemic, she says. But
immunity might wane after a year or two
— and already there are hints that the virus can evolve to escape it. More than half
the scientists who responded to Nature’s
survey think waning immunity will be one
of the main drivers of the virus becoming
endemic.
Because the virus has spread around the
world, it might seem that it could already
be classed as endemic. But because infections continue to increase worldwide,
and with so many people still susceptible,
scientists still technically class it as in a
pandemic phase. In the endemic phase, the
number of infections becomes relatively
constant across years, allowing for occasional flare-ups, says Lavine.
To reach this steady state could take a
few years or decades, depending on how
quickly populations develop immunity,
says Lavine. Allowing the virus to spread
unchecked would be the fastest way to get
to that point — but that would result in
many millions of deaths. “That path has
some huge costs,” she says. The most palatable path is through vaccination. (Courtesy nature.com)

