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Xinhua Commentary: Tesla needs to learn
respecting Chinese consumers

BEIJING, April 23 (Xinhua)
-- Tesla’s controversial reaction this week to a Chinese
customer’s brake complaint at
the Shanghai Auto Show is a
timely call for foreign enterprises to treat local consumers
with sincerity and respect.
Customers are at the core of a
company’s business. Tesla said
it will not compromise on unreasonable demands. But when
it comes to driving safety and
product quality, no demands
are “unreasonable” because
human lives are at stake.
Tesla has become aware of
its inappropriate remarks.
On Thursday, it provided the
related authorities with data of
the consumer’s car for further
investigation.
In an apology, it has also
promised to respect its customers, abide by China’s laws
and regulations, and actively
cooperate with all government
investigations. Accomplish the
aforementioned and Tesla can

still win back the confidence of
the Chinese public.
Over the past decades, China
has further opened up its market,
improved its domestic business
environment, and embraced all
law-abiding foreign companies to
share the country’s development
opportunities.
Tesla’s electric cars have become
rather popular among Chinese
consumers. It needed less than a
year to complete its gigafactory
in Shanghai when construction
began in 2019, moving the company closer to its Chinese fans.
Tesla, in some sense, now becomes a model for foreign carmakers to set up wholly owned
subsidiaries in China. It’s unfortunate the incident that triggered
online and off-line indignation in
China occurred not far from its
plant.
Perhaps the incident can teach the
U.S. carmaker a lesson that its
success in China is not a matter
of course, but should be earned

with quality products and service.
China is a country under the rule of
law, and the malfunctioning brake episode is currently under investigation.
The facts will speak for themselves.
In the meantime, a more open China
will continue to embrace all law-abiding foreign investors, and continuously improve its domestic business
environment underpinned by a sound
and effective legal framework.
As long as foreign enterprises serve
their customers with respect and sincerity, and abide by China’s laws and
regulations, there’s no need for them
to worry about their future in China.

English
星期一

2021年4月26日

Monday, April 26, 2021

LOCAL NEWS

C6
C2

Restoring Earth, China on the move to achieve carbon
neutrality, more biodiversity
BEIJING, April 22 (Xinhua) -- Themed “Restoring Our Earth,” the 52nd
Earth Day falls on Thursday, with countries worldwide making commitments addressing the common environmental challenges the planet faces.
China has taken steps toward a low-carbon transition, with progress made
in tackling climate change and protecting biodiversity -- two urgent agendas that call for global collaboration, said Beate Trankmann, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Resident Representative in China.
“As the world attempts to build back better from the pandemic, concerted
global action is needed to address climate change and safeguard the capacity of the Earth to support life by protecting the balance of ecosystems,”
Trankmann said in an interview with Xinhua.
In its exploration to address the environmental challenges, China aims to
work closely with its global partners, and honor its commitments while
encouraging others to do so.
ADDRESSING CLIMATE CHANGE
Facing the global climate problem, China has announced its goal to peak its
carbon dioxide emissions before 2030 and become carbon-neutral by 2060.
The country has reaffirmed its climate commitment with clear targets in
the 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-2025), the country’s social and economic
development roadmap.

China’s Sinovac COVID-19 vaccine 67% effective in preventing symptomatic infection

Sinovac's COVID-19 vaccine CoronaVac
was 67% effective in preventing symptomAccording to the plan, China aims to significantly lower the energy consumption per unit of gross domestic product (GDP) and its carbon dioxide atic infection in the first real-world study of
emissions (CO2) by 13.5 percent and 18 percent, respectively, during the
the Chinese shot, the Chilean government
2021-2025 period.
said on Friday.
China’s recent climate pledges could accelerate the global fight against
climate change, and could set an example to other countries, encouraging
them to step up their commitments, too, said Trankmann.

The vaccine was 85% effective in preventing hospitalizations and 80% effective in
preventing deaths, the government said in
Last year, an ultra-high-voltage (UHV) line that only transmits clean powa report prepared by the Chilean health
er, including wind, solar and hydro energy, from northwest China’s Qinghai
ministry.
Province to Henan in central China went into operation.
As the world’s first UHV to transmit only carbon-free electricity, the line
could offer as much as 40 billion kilowatt-hours of power annually to central China, reducing 29.6 million tonnes of CO2 emissions.

The release of the data makes Chile one of a
handful of countries, including the United
Kingdom and Israel, that have used inoc-

ulation campaigns to gather insights into
how effective vaccines are outside controlled
clinical trials and when faced with unpredictable variables in societies.
Israel's real-world study of the effectiveness
of Pfizer's (PFE.N) vaccine looked at the
results among 1.2 million people, a mix of
those who received the shot and those who
did not.
Chile's study examined CoronaVac's effectiveness among 10.5 million people,
again looking both at people who had been
vaccinated and those who had not. Vaccines
were administered in Chile approximately
28 days apart.

Editor’s Choice
People lower the body a man
who died from the coronavirus
into a grave, during his funeral
at a graveyard in New Delhi,
India. REUTERS/Adnan Abidi

People lower the body a man who died from the coronavirus into a grave, during
his funeral at a graveyard in New Delhi, India. REUTERS/Adnan Abidi

Navajo Nation Council Member Eugenia Charles Newton helps U.S. first lady Jill Biden cover People light 330,000 candles arranged in the shape of the earth to set a Guinness World Record
up with a blanket during a welcome ceremony at the Window Rock Navajo Tribal Park & Veter- during Earth Day, at the Dhammakaya temple in Pathum Thani province, Thailand. REUTERS/
ans Memorial in Window Rock, Arizona. Mandel Ngan/Pool
Athit Perawongmetha

A man shakes water from his
hair after jumping into the water
at Sandycove in Dublin, Ireland.
REUTERS/Clodagh Kilcoyne

A two-headed calf is seen
at a barn in Lazec, North
Macedonia. The calf has
fused skulls, two pairs of
eyes, two mouths and one
pair of ears , and sucks
milk simultaneously with
two mouths. REUTERS/
Ognen Teofilovski
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The First Legislative Action Either Chamber Of Congress
Has Taken To Bolster Law Enforcement’s Response To Rising
Attacks On The Asian-American Community With Bipartisan Vote

Senate Passes Bill To Combat Hate
Crimes Against Asian Americans

The measure, sponsored by Senator Mazie Hirono of Hawaii, would establish a
position at the Justice Department to expedite the agency’s review of hate crimes
and expand the channels to report such cases. (Photo/Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters)
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
WASHINGTON — The Senate overwhelmingly approved legislation on
Thursday aimed at strengthening federal
efforts to address hate crimes directed at
Asian-Americans amid a sharp increase in
discrimination and violence against Asian
communities in the United States.
The bipartisan vote, 94 to 1, was the first
legislative action either chamber of Congress has taken to bolster law enforcement’s
response to attacks on people of Asian descent, which have intensified during the
coronavirus pandemic.
“By passing this bill, the Senate makes
it very clear that hate and discrimination
against any group has no place in America,”
said Senator Chuck Schumer, Democrat
of New York and the majority leader. “By
passing this bill, we say to the Asian-American community that their government is
paying attention to them, has heard their
concerns and will respond to protect them.”
The measure, sponsored by Senator Mazie

Hirono, Democrat of Hawaii, would establish a position at the Justice Department to expedite the agency’s review of
hate crimes and expand the channels to
report them. It would also encourage the
creation of state-run hate crime hotlines,
provide grant money to law enforcement
agencies that train their officers to identify hate crimes and introduce a series of
public education campaigns around bias
against people of Asian descent.

The legislation will next go to the House,
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where lawmakers passed a resolution last
year condemning anti-Asian discrimination related to the pandemic. Speaker
Nancy Pelosi of California pledged on
Thursday shortly after the bill’s passage
to put it to a vote on the House floor next
month, calling it a catalyst for “robust,
impactful action.”
“I cannot tell you how important this bill
is” to the Asian-American community,
“who have often have felt very invisible
in our country; always seen as foreign,
always seen as the other” said Ms. Hirono, the first Asian-American woman
elected to the chamber and one of only
two currently serving there. “We stand
with you and will continue to stand with
you to prevent these kinds of crimes
from happening our country.”
The legislation marshaled a level of
support rarely seen in the bitterly divided Congress — even on issues as
straightforward as addressing a spate of
racially motivated crimes. The lopsided
vote reflected the will in both parties to
respond to the rash of violence against
Asian-Americans, and a determination
among rank-and-file senators to show
that they could work across partisan lines
to reach consensus on legislation and
steer clear of a filibuster.

Republicans had initially offered a lukewarm response to the bill. But they rallied around an amended version after
Ms. Hirono worked behind the scenes
with Senator Susan Collins, Republican
of Maine, to secure enough Republican
support to win 60 votes. That included
adding a section explicitly documenting and denouncing attacks against

Asian-Americans, as well as the provision
establishing the hate crime hotlines, proposed by Senators Richard Blumenthal,
Democrat of Connecticut, and Jerry Moran,
Republican of Kansas.
Ms. Collins took to the Senate floor on
Thursday to urge her colleagues to support
the legislation, calling on them to join her
in sending “an unmistakably strong signal
that crimes targeting Asian-Americans and
Pacific Islanders in our country will not be
tolerated.”
Citing those revisions, Senator Tom Cotton, Republican of Arkansas, said he would
reverse his position on the measure and
support it. Language in the original bill did
not once refer to the Asian-American community but instead mentioned victims of
“Covid-19 hate crimes,” Mr. Cotton said,
adding that an earlier provision directed
federal agencies to issue guidance advising
what kind of terms to use in describing the
pandemic, a move he said was too prescriptive.
Senator Josh Hawley, Republican of Missouri, was the lone opponent of the legislation, arguing that it mandated an overly
expansive collection of data around hate
crimes that could slide into government
overreach.

Democrats defeated a roster of amendments
proposed by Republicans, including one
aimed at banning federal funds for universities that discriminate against Asian-Americans — something that is already unlawful.
Another would have required a report on
how the government had enforced restrictions on gatherings for religious worship
during the pandemic, and a third would
have prohibited the Justice Department
from tracking cases of discrimination that
did not rise to the level of a crime. Ms. Hirono dismissed the amendments as “damaging” and partisan.
Legislative efforts and debates around the

spike of violence targeting Asian-Americans have not always proceeded with such
bipartisan comity. In sometimes heated
exchanges, some Democratic lawmakers
have accused Republicans of supporting
and echoing President Donald J. Trump’s
racist talk around the pandemic, including
calling the coronavirus “Kung Flu.” Republicans, in turn, have accused Democrats of engaging in overreaching political
correctness, and said that they are more
interested in attacking rhetoric than in addressing violence.

After Representative Chip Roy of Texas,
one of the top Republicans on the Judiciary Committee, used his introductory remarks at a hearing in March on anti-Asian
discrimination to issue a lengthy condemnation of the Chinese government’s handling of the coronavirus and asserted that
Democrats were “policing” free speech,
he was met with fiery blowback.
“Your president, and your party, and your
colleagues can talk about issues with
any other country that you want, but you
don’t have to do it by putting a bull’s-eye
on the back of Asian-Americans across
this country, on our grandparents, on our
kids,” said Representative Grace Meng,
Democrat of New York.
“This hearing was to address the hurt
and pain of our community, to find solutions,” she added, “and we will not
let you take our voice away from us.”
Experts testifying before the panel told
lawmakers that such language had contributed to an atmosphere of increased
animus against Asian-Americans. Attacks targeting Asian-Americans — many
of them women or older people — have
increased nearly 150 percent in the past
year, the experts said. (Courtesy https://
www.nytimes.com/)
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New Alief Neighborhood Center Represents Future Cultural Reality Of Area
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

areas with expansive views both to the
park to the south and to the existing
grove of preserved trees on the north.
Directly adjacent to the library, HPL’s
technology-rich TechLINK youth maker-doer program contains spaces for collaboration, the ‘Tiny Techs’ children’s
area, music recording studio, virtual
reality stations, photo/video lab, and a
maker space.
The Alief Neighborhood Center combines
three City of Houston departments (Library, Parks, & Health) to create a civic
center at the heart of the redeveloped 37acre urban park. Raised out of the floodplain, the building’s elevated ‘front porch’
frames a space for the diverse community
to come together, share ideas, and express
an identity unique to Alief. The Center is
a model for resilient design in a post-hurricane Harvey environment – a ‘Lilly-pad’
for those seeking shelter from the storm.
BUILDING AWARDSRethinking The Future Awards 2020
First Award | Public Building (Concept)
The $52 million, 63,000-square-foot
multi-purpose facility at 11903 Bellaire
will combine a health clinic, community center and library into one space.
The structure, which will sit in 37-acre
Alief Park, will consolidate the Hennington-Alief Regional Library at 7979
South Kirkwood and the park’s existing
community center, both of which are aging. It also will replace the area’s Women, Infants and Children Center, which
today leases space at 12660 Beechnut.
City council passed one item appropriating $4.8 million for contractor EYP Inc. to
begin construction on the new center, and
another item giving Manhattan Constriction $100,000 for construction management services.
The 70,000sf 2-story new building is elevated over a parking area providing convenient access to the building programs directly above. Health Department programs
provided include W.I.C. (Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women,
Infants, and Children), DAWN (Diabetes
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Related
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that
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Senior of the SEONE Corporation,
Center. The the Community Resource CenParks De- ter opens its door on Tuesday,
p a r t m e n t April 6, 2021, at the Southern
p r o g r a m s News Group building.
include a The mission of the Community
f u l l - s i z e Resource Center is to serve as a
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um with a the southwest area of Houston.
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track above, them to improve their quality
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nity fitness way for participants to access
center and the rich pool of resources availspaces to
support youth after-school and summer
programs.

Site amenities include a competition
soccer field, two full-size practice
soccer fields, two futsal courts (fastpaced soccer played on a hard-surfaced
smaller court) baseball field, skate
park, tennis courts, children’s playground, outdoor swimming pool facility, community gardens, a marketplace
venue, and outdoor event space areas.
The Alief Neighborhood Center is

Community Resource Center Opens

The library, located on the second
floor, and accessed through a grand
‘stair-a-torium’ in the lobby contains
light-filled stack-space and reading

scheduled to open in early 2022.

The Mission Of The Alief
Neighborhood Center

To Foster A Culture Of Health

able to them.

Southern News Group,
Houston, Texas
Members of the community
who have questions about any
of the variety of issues the Center will address are encouraged
to schedule interviews with the
Center. The Center will link the
person with a professional who
can best address their needs.

The areas the Center will address include disaster assistance, loans and grants, small
business development, tax
information, immigration, legal issues, workforce, housing
and renting, veterans issues,
medical, healthcare service,
education, skills development,
children and child welfare and
city services.
The Center’s services will be
led by senior educator, Dr. Tina
Agosa and many other assistants.
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