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Biden’s budget meets criticism from
right and left on Pentagon spending

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S. President Joe
Biden asked Congress to sharply hike spending
on climate change, cancer and underperforming
schools, but his first budget wishlist on Friday
drew howls of bipartisan concern over military
spending.

FILE PHOTO: U.S. President Joe Biden speaks
about jobs and the economy at the White House
in Washington, U.S., April 7, 2021. REUTERS/
Kevin Lamarque

The $1.5 trillion budget, reflecting an 8% in-
crease in base funding from this year, marks a
sharp contrast with the goals of Biden’s prede-
cessor, Donald Trump.

It would spread billions of dollars more across
areas ranging from public transit, poor schools,
toxic site clean-ups, foreign aid and background
checks on gun sales, but spend nothing on bor-
der walls.

The budget “makes things fairer,”
Secretary Janet Yellen.

said Treasury

Yet the proposal was greeted by bipartisan scorn
over its suggested funding for the Department of
Defense, roughly even on an inflation-adjusted
basis at $715 billion. The administration also cut
an “Overseas Contingency Operations’ account
that even government bureaucrats said had come
to serve as a slush fund for extra military spend-
ing.

Biden’s request displeased both liberals hoping
to impose cuts and hawks who want military
spending to increase to deal with threats from
China, Russia, Iran and North Korea - a remind-
er of the uphill battle Biden faces in delivering
the policies he promised as a candidate beyond
the COVID-19 emergency.

Five top Senate Republicans including Minority
Leader Mitch McConnell issued a joint state-
ment warning that the Biden plan sent ““a terrible
message’ to U.S. allies and adversaries and
called into question the administration’s willing-

said the military spending request was

“disappointing” and left open the possibil-

ity of “wasteful spending” on missiles.
Seven takeaways from Biden’s budget
proposal: defense, immigration, climate
Biden seeks funding to probe white su-
premacist beliefs at immigration agencies

Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont, the
chairman of the Budget Committee and

a top liberal who frequently collaborates
with Biden, said he was broadly support-
ive of the budget but said it was “time for
us to take a serious look” at the Penta-
gon’s “waste and fraud.”

The agency failed here its comprehensive
audit in fiscal 2020, the third year in a
row, reflecting broad system and account-
ing problems.

The president would spend millions
on dealing with rising numbers of
unaccompanied children showing

up at the country’s southern border
from Central America, including $861
million to invest in that region to stop
asylum-seekers from coming to the
United States.

But his budget would provide no
funding for the construction of a
border wall, the administration said, a
signature Trump priority, and would
increase funding for investigation of
immigration agents accused of “white
supremacy.”

Among the biggest proposed increas-
es in funding is $36.5 billion for a
federal aid program for public schools
in poorer neighborhoods, more than

double the 2021 level, and for re-
searching deadly diseases other than
the COVID-19 pandemic that has
dominated his term in office so far.

ness to confront China.
‘MOMENT OF POSSIBILITY”
Nearly three months into a job consumed
> by the fight against the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Biden’s proposal document offered
a long-awaited glimpse into the new presi-
dent’s agenda.

“We can’t afford to fail in our constitutional re-

sponsibility to provide for the common defense,
wrote lawmakers including top Republicans on

critical Senate committees involved in the bud-

get-making process.

“This moment of crisis is also a mo-
ment of possibility,” Biden’s acting
budget director, Shalanda Young,
The U.S. allocates nearly half its discretionary wrote in a letter to the Senate.
budget to military and defense, and has long

outspent any other country.

Biden would increase spending by $14
billion across agencies to deal with the ef-
fects of greenhouse gas emissions, a shift
from the Trump administration’s dismissal
of climate science.

Biden would spend $6.5 billion to
launch a group leading targeted
research into diseases from cancer to
diabetes and Alzheimer’s, a program
that reflects Biden’s long desire to use

U.S. Representative Ro Khanna of California, a
top liberal Democratic voice on security matters,

President Biden has decided
to remove U.S. troops from

Afghanistan by September 11
to end American’ s longest

Afghanistan in the first place.

In those two decades more

than 2,300 military lives have
been lost and tens of

thousands wounded. We <«
have spentimore than $2 ==+
trillion in taxpayer money

@ @ 1]

The actions were- de3|gne «
disrupt the use of A(ghanl§ta
as a terrorlst base J[or -
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make this decision because
we don’
and neither do the American
people.

With the pandemic still very
serious around the world,
most of the poor countries
especially have suffered
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CORONAVIRUS DIARY
End Of America’ s

" This is about time we have to

t want endless wars

government spending to create break-
throughs in medical research.

SKINNIER BUDGET

The historically short “skinny” budget
was delayed, spanned just 41 pages
and did not address how much the
country’s debt will increase or what
taxes will fund the spending.

By contrast, the first proposal budget
issued by President Barack Obama
and then-Vice President Biden in
2009 was published in February and
stretched to 134 pages.

The document also provides only cu-
sory spending figures on “discretion-
ary” programs and departments where
Congress has flexibility to decide
what it wants to spend for the fiscal
year starting in October. That does
not include areas deemed mandatory
including old-age, disability, unem-
ployment and medical benefits, which
consume more than two-thirds of the
overall budget.

The document also does not include
Biden’s $2 trillion infrastructure pro-
posal or another large spending bill
expected in the coming weeks. Those
changes would be included in a full
budget proposal to be submitted in
late spring.

Longest War

vaccine or EVé_n bd’{o feed,'

their people. Taa

We really urge all the world’
s leaders to talk about the
needs of the people. The
future of the world really
hangs in the balance. Any
war will not solve the problem

at all.
SoLitlbgrOnkl\l}giNg Instagram |D:
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A hijacked bus burns on The Shankill Road as protests continue in Belfast,
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Make
Today

Northern Ireland, April 7, 2021. REUTERS/Jason Cairnduff

Service members of the Ukrainian armed forces use periscopes while observing the area at
fighting positions on the line of separation near the rebel-controlled city of Donetsk, Ukraine

April 7, 2021. REUTERS/Serhiy Takhmazov

A service member of the
Ukrainian armed forces walks
with a weapon at fighting posi-
tions on the line of separation
near the rebel-controlled city of
Donetsk, Ukraine April 7, 2021.
REUTERS/Serhiy Takhmazov

Editor’s Choice

A man walks past a hijacked
bus burning on The Shankill
Road as protests continue in
Belfast, Northern Ireland, April
7,2021. REUTERS/Jason
Cairnduff

A service member of the Ukrainian armed forces stands guard at fighting positions on the line
of separation from pro-Russian rebels near the town of Zolote in Luhansk Region, Ukraine

A militant of the self-pro-
claimed Donetsk People’s
Republic (DNR) holds a
weapon at fighting posi-
tions on the line of sepa-
ration from the Ukrainian
armed forces south of the
rebel-controlled city of
Donetsk, Ukraine April 2,
2021. REUTERS/Alexan-
der Ermochenko
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Johnson & Johnson Vaccine

Suspension —

What Does

It Mean To You?
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COVID-19
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Key Point
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration on April 13, 2021 halted use of the one-dose Johnson & Johnson COVID-19
vaccine that has been given to 6.8 million people in the U.S. The pause is due to
reports of blood clotting in six people who have received the vaccine. One woman

died, and another has been hospitalized in critical condition. Dr. William Petri, an
infectious disease physician and immunologist at the University of Virginia School

of Medicine, answers questions to help put this development in context.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

What is this potential side effect of the J&J
vaccine for COVID-19?

The potential side effect is a blood clot in the veins
that drain blood from the brain. This is called cen-

tral venous sinus thrombosis. In the vaccine-asso-

ciated cases of this, platelets in blood, which are
important for making clots, have been lower than
normal. This same side effect has been seen in the
AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine that also uses an
adenovirus to deliver the coronavirus spike gly-
coprotein. In the case of the AstraZeneca vaccine,
the clotting disorder has been linked to antibodies
against platelet factor 4 (PF4) that are apparently
induced by the adenovirus backbone of the vac-
cine. This antibody causes the clotting disorder

by activating platelets to clot.
It is important to note that this disorder, called

vaccine-induced immune thrombotic thrombocy-
topenia is not a problem with the mRNA-based
Pfizer and Moderna COVID-19 vaccines.

How many people have experienced this

possible reaction?

About one in a million: Six cases out of the
6.8 million doses of the J&J vaccine adminis-
tered in the U.S. These six cases all occurred
in women ages 18-48, and from 6 to 13 days
after vaccination. That’s about half as likely as
getting struck by lightning in a year.

‘What do I do if I got the J&J shot?

The CDC and FDA are recommending that
people who have received the J&J vaccine
within the last 3 weeks who develop severe
headache, abdominal pain, leg pain or short-

ness of breath should contact their health care
provider.

Fortunately this type of blood clot is treatable
with the use of blood thinners or anticoagu-
lants. If a patient has low platelets, however,
a doctor would not prescribe the widely used
anticoagulant heparin but instead another kind
of blood thinner. Untreated, these blood clots
can be fatal.

What are the CDC and FDA specifically
recommending for the J&J vaccine?
Because of this rare occurrence, even though
it has not been shown to be due to the vaccine,
the CDC and FDA have recommended a pause
in use of the J&J vaccine until these cases can

be further reviewed.

What are the next steps?

The CDC will convene a meeting of the Ad-
visory Committee on Immunization Practices
on April 14, 2021. The ACIP is an indepen-
dent board of 15 scientific and medical experts
selected by the health and human services
secretary that advises the CDC on vaccines
for children and adults. People with ties to
vaccine manufacturers are excluded from the
ACIP membership because of potential con-
flict of interest.

The ACIP will review the available evidence
and make recommendations to the CDC,
based to a great extent on the likelihood that
the complication is vaccine related.

Is this similar to what happened with the
AstraZeneca vaccine in Europe?

A similar rare problem of blood clotting with
low platelets in the cerebral venous sinus and
also in the abdominal veins and arteries has
been seen in connection with the use of theAs-
traZeneca COVID-19 vaccine used in Europe.

There, 182 cases were reported in 190 million
doses — again, roughly 1 in 1 million people
vaccinated. The European Medicines Agency
investigated this and concluded that central
venous sinus thrombosis with low platelets

should be listed as a possible “very rare side
effect” of the AstraZeneca vaccine.

On April 13, 2021, Johnson & Johnson an-
nounced it is delaying the rollout of its vaccine in
Europe in response to the U.S. review.

What is the take-home message?

The U.S. has a total of three vaccines autho-
rized under emergency use authorization for
COVID-19, and this side effect has not been ob-
served in the other two vaccines, developed by
Moderna and Pfizer. The Moderna and Pfizer vac-
cines do not use the same technology used in the
J&J and AstraZeneca vaccines. So vaccination
against COVID-19 can continue, while efforts
are made to determine if the clotting disorder is
related by chance or a true, but extremely rare,
side effect of the J&J vaccine.
I believe it is a testament to the emphasis by the
CDC and FDA on vaccine safety that J&J vac-
cinations have been paused while this is studied
by independent scientists and medical experts.
(Courtesy https://theconversation.com/)
Related
Joint CDC and FDA Statement on Johnson &
Johnson COVID-19 Vaccine
The following stat t is attributed to Dr.
Peter Marks, director of the FDA’s Center for

Biologics Evaluation and Research and Dr.

Anne Schuchat, Principal Deputy Director of

FO

the CDC

U.S. FOOD
& DRUG

ADMINISTRATION

For Immediate Release: April 13,2021Statement
From:

Director - Center for Biologics Evaluation and
Research (CBER)

Peter Marks M.D., PhD.

As of April 12, more than 6.8 million doses of
the Johnson & Johnson (Janssen) vaccine have

been administered in the U.S. CDC and FDA
are reviewing data involving six reported U.S.
cases of a rare and severe type of blood clot in
individuals after receiving the J&J vaccine. In
these cases, a type of blood clot called cerebral
venous sinus thrombosis (CVST) was seen in
combination with low levels of blood platelets
(thrombocytopenia). All six cases occurred
among women between the ages of 18 and
48, and symptoms occurred 6 to 13 days after
vaccination. Treatment of this specific type of
blood clot is different from the treatment that
might typically be administered. Usually, an
anticoagulant drug called heparin is used to
treat blood clots. In this setting, administration
of heparin may be dangerous, and alternative
treatments need to be given.

CDC will convene a meeting of the Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP)
on Wednesday to further review these cases
and assess their potential significance. FDA
will review that analysis as it also investigates
these cases. Until that process is complete, we
are recommending a pause in the use of this
vaccine out of an abundance of caution. This is
important, in part, to ensure that the health care
provider community is aware of the potential
for these adverse events and can plan for proper
recognition and management due to the unique
treatment required with this type of blood clot.

Right now, these adverse events appear to be
extremely rare. COVID-19 vaccine safety is a
top priority for the federal government, and we
take all reports of health problems following
COVID-19 vaccination very seriously. People
who have received the J&J vaccine who devel-
op severe headache, abdominal pain, leg pain,
or shortness of breath within three weeks after
vaccination should contact their health care
provider. Health care providers are asked to
report adverse events to the Vaccine Adverse
Event Reporting System at https://vaers.hhs.
gov/reportevent.html.

CDC and FDA will provide additional informa-
tion and answer questions later today at a media
briefing. A recording of that media call is avail-
able on the FDA’s YouTube channel. (Courtesy
https://www.fda.gov/news)
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Asian Americans Grieve And Come
Together Following Atlanta Attacks

After dropping off flowers Jesus Estrella, left, and Shelby stand in support of
the Asian and Hispanic community outside Young’s Asian Massage Wednesday,
March 17, 2021, in Acworth, Ga. (Curtis Compton /Atlanta Journal-Constitu-

tion via AP)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Asian Americans were already worn down
by a year of pandemic-fueled racist attacks
when a white gunman was charged with
killing eight people, most of them Asian
women, at three Atlanta-area massage
businesses.

Hundreds of Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders turned to social media to air their
anger, sadness, fear and hopelessness. The
hashtag #StopAsianHate was a top trend-
ing topic on Twitter hours after the shoot-
ings Tuesday evening.

“I think the reason why people are feeling
so hopeless is because Asian Americans
have been ringing the bell on this issue
for so long. ... We’ve been raising the red
flag,” said Aisha Yaqoob Mahmood, exec-
utive director of the Atlanta-based Asian
American Advocacy Fund, which does po-
litical and advocacy work across Georgia.
Many also were outraged that the suspect,
21-year-old Robert Aaron Long, was not
immediately charged with hate crimes.

Authorities said Long told them the
attack was not racially motivated and
claimed that he targeted the spas be-
cause of a sex addiction. Six of the sev-
en slain women were of Asian descent.
Law enforcement needs “some training
understanding what a hate crime is,”
said Margaret Huang, president and
CEO of the Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter, which tracks hate groups. “This man
identified targets owned by Asians.”
The gunman “was very clearly go-
ing after a targeted group of people,”
Huang said.

Flowers, candles and signs are dis-
played at a makeshift memorial
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outside of the Gold Spa in Atlanta,
Wednesday, March 17, 2021. Accord-
ing to authorities, three Asian women
were found dead inside of the Gold
Spa on Tuesday night and another
Asian woman was found dead at Aro-
matherapy Spa across the street. (Al-
yssa Pointer/Atlanta Journal-Consti-
tution via AP)

The killings horrified the Asian American
community, which saw the shootings as
an attack on them, given a recent wave of
assaults that coincided with the spread of
the coronavirus across the United States.
The virus was first identified in China,
and then-President Donald Trump and
others have used racially charged terms
to describe it.

The attacks began when five people were
shot at Youngs Asian Massage Parlor
near Woodstock, about 30 miles (50 ki-
lometers) north of Atlanta, authorities
said. Four died: 33-year-old Delaina
Ashley Yaun, 54-year-old Paul Andre
Michels, 44-year-old Daoyou Feng and
49-year-old Xiaojie Tan, who owned the
business.

Yaun and her husband came to the spa
on a date, her mother, Margaret Rushing,
told WAGA-TV. Yaun leaves behind a
13-year-old son and 8-month-old daugh-
ter.

Her half-sister, Dana Toole, said Yaun’s
husband locked himself in a room and
wasn’t injured.

“He’s taking it hard,” Toole said. “He
was there. He heard the gunshots and
everything. You can’t escape that when
you’re in a room and gunshots are flying
— what do you do?”

The manager of a boutique next door
said her husband watched surveillance
video after the shooting and the suspect
was sitting in his car for as long as an
hour before going inside.

They heard screaming and women run-
ning from the business, said Rita Barron,
manager of Gabby’s Boutique.

The same car was then spotted about 30
miles (48 kilometers) away in Atlanta,
where a call came in about a robbery at
Gold Spa and three women were shot to
death. Another woman was fatally shot at
the Aromatherapy Spa across the street.
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Long was arrested hours later by Crisp
County deputies and state troopers. He
refused to stop on a highway and officers
bumped the back of his car, causing him
to crash, Sherlff Billy Hancock said.

=

Asign for the Gold Spa massage parlor
is displayed in Atlanta on Wednesday
afternoon, March 17, 2021, the day
after multiple people were killed at
three massage spas in the Atlanta area.
Authorities have arrested 21-year-old
Robert Aaron Long in the shootings
at massage parlors in Atlanta and one
in Cherokee County. (AP Photo/Ben
Gray)

Officers found Long thanks to help from
his parents, who recognized him from
surveillance footage posted by authori-
ties and gave investigators his cellphone
information, which they used to track
him, said Reynolds, the Cherokee Coun-
ty sheriff.

“They’re very distraught, and they were
very helpful in this apprehension,” he
said.

President Joe Biden called the attack
“very, very troublesome.”

“We don’t yet know the motive, but what
we do know is that the Asian-American
community is feeling enormous pain
tonight. The recent attacks against the
community are un-American. They must
stop,” Biden tweeted Wednesday.

Vice President Kamala Harris, the first
Black and South Asian woman in that
office, expressed support to the Asian
American community, saying, “We stand
with you and understand how this has
frightened and shocked and outraged all
people.”

Over the past year, thousands of inci-
dents of abuse have been reported to
an anti-hate group that tracks incidents
against Asian Americans, and hate
crimes in general are at the highest level

in more than a decade.

“While the details of the shootings are
still emerging, the broader context can-
not be ignored,” Asian Americans Ad-
vancing Justice-Atlanta said in a state-
ment. “The shootings happened under
the trauma of increasing violence against
Asian Americans nationwide, fueled by
white supremacy and systemic racism.”

A white gunman accused of Killing
eight people, most of them of women
of Asian descent, at three Atlanta-ar-
ea massage parlors is charged with
murder. Police release 911 call audio.
(March 17)

Nico Straughan met Long when he
moved to the area in seventh grade, say-
ing Long brought a Bible to school every
day and was “super nice, super Christian,
very quiet.”

“I don’t know what turn of heart he
might have had, but he went from one of
the nicest kids I ever knew in high school
to being on the news,” Straughan said. “I
mean, all my friends, we were flabber-
gasted.”

The American Psychiatric Association
does not recognize sex addiction in its
main reference guide for mental dis-
orders. While some people struggle to
control their sexual behaviors, it’s often
linked to other recognized disorders or
moral views about sexuality, said David
Ley, clinical psychologist and author of
“The Myth of Sex Addiction.”

“These sexual behaviors getting this
label are a symptom, not a cause,” Ley
said. (Courtesy apnews,com)
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99 Ranch Market is not affiliated with and is not an agent or representative of any company named herein, 9 Ranch Market and / or its affiliates, subsidiaries,agents and employees do not represent, sponsor or endorse the accuracy, reliability, content or advertisements, whether
in text or graphical form, contained herein. Content provided and maintained by third parties are for advertisement and informational purposes only and constitute neither an endorsement nor 2 recommendation by %9 Ranch Market. The presence of such advertisement on
the premise of 99 Ranch Market does nat imply endorsement of the advertised company or product. 99 Ranch Market has no control and assumes no responsibility as to the performance or accuracy of products and services and services provided by third parties.
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