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WEA LEE'S GLOBAL NOTES
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The Success Story Of

President Biden is ready to sign an exec—
utive order to let tens of thousands more
refugees come into America.

Under former President Trump there was
a cap of 15,000 refugees in fiscal year of
2021. The number of refugees admitted
into the U.S. fell dramatically under the
Trump administration.

During the campaign Biden committed to

Farouk Shami

open more doors to newcomers and al-
low 125,000 to come into the country.
That is ten times more than the previous
administration.

We are so glad President Biden is help—
ing more refugees come here to seek
the American dream.

We as the new immigrant community will
open our arms to welcome them be-

cause most of the people
are looking to America as

their last hope.

Almost fifteen years ago
the founder of Chi, my
friend Mr. Farouk Shami,
was running for Governor
of Texas. His famous re-
“In Texas,
without Latino Mexicans,
it would look like our sky
without sunshine.”

mark was,

Farouk is an immigrant
from Palestine. His suc—

CORONAVIRUS DIARY

Wealee@scdaily.com

cess story represents how much contri—
bution newcomers make to our nation.

Farouk we are so proud of you. Today

try to have new blood to build this nation.

Many vyears later we will have more
Farouks in this country to help America
become a better place to live.

all of us should be able to tell the new
administration that it is vital for our coun-

Southern News Group Chairman / CEO
Chairman of International Trade & Culture Center
Chairman of International District Houston Texas

Stay Home!

BUSINES

Wear Mask!

Orders Agencies To Use Defense Production Act

Biden Releases National COVID

Workers at a Chrysler plant assembling tanks during World War II under the Defense Pro-
duction Act of 1950. (Photo/Bettmann Archive/Getty Images.)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

President Biden released his national strategy to end the
COVID-19 pandemic last Thursday, which will include
using the Defense Production Act (DPA) and other pow-
ers to speed up the manufacturing of testing and vaccine
supplies and other items needed to fight COVID-19. The
Trump administration had resisted calls to release a com-
prehensive plan to fight COVID-19, instead deferring
significant authority to the states. The plan released by
the Biden administration Thursday aims to instill confi-
dence in the U.S. pandemic response by accelerating the
vaccine rollout, boosting testing and access to treatments
and protecting those at most risk, including communities
of color.

“For almost a year now, Americans could not look to
the federal government for any strategy, let alone a com-
prehensive approach to respond to COVID,” said Jeff
Zients, Biden’s COVID-19 response coordinator.

“This is a plan that is driven by science data and public
health. It’s not driven by politics.”

Invoking the DPA is a key part of the Biden adminis-
tration’s national strategy for defeating the coronavirus,
though officials did not say when it would be used.
Biden administration officials signaled they would be
more aggressive than the previous administration in in-
voking the DPA, which allows the federal government to

force companies to increase production of critical sup-

plies during national emergencies.

“Where we can produce more, we will. Where we
need to use the Defense Production Act to help more
be made, we’ll do that too,” said Tim Manning,
Biden’s COVID-19 supply coordinator, in a call with
reporters Wednesday.

Manning said his team has identified 12 immediate
supply shortfalls, including for N95 masks, isolation
gowns, gloves and swabs needed for tests. The ad-
ministration will also use the DPA to accelerate pro-
duction of syringes, raw materials used in vaccines
and other items needed to quickly get shots in arms,
officials said.

“The team will work with the states and the man-
ufacturers to ensure that we’re using the DPA as
aggressively as needed to accelerate the supply
of the vaccine,” said Bechara Choucair, Biden’s

COVID-19 vaccine coordinator.

Gloves

Reusable nitrile Reusable butyl

Barrier laminate
rubber 15-mil rubber 30-mil 2.7-mil

In-demand PPE includes nitrile gloves.

“President Trump has not used his DPA au-
thority sufficiently enough to award adequate
medical supply contracts for the nation’s needs.
We must immediately do more to re-shore the
most in-demand PPE, such as nitrile gloves,
nearly all of which are manufactured in China,”
a group of Democratic senators wrote in a letter
this week to Biden, urging him to invoke the
DPA.

According to the plan, Biden’s strategy is cen-
tered around seven goals: restoring trust with
the American people; mounting a safe and
effective vaccination campaign; expanding
masking, testing, data and treatments; building
the health care workforce; safely reopening
schools, businesses and travel while protect-
ing workers; protecting those most at risk for
serious illness, including people of color; and
restoring U.S. leadership globally. The strate-
gy aligns with several of the executive orders
Biden will be signing Thursday, including one
that will require mask-wearing in airports and
on trains, airplanes and other modes of inter-
state travel.

The plan also lays out goals to establish an “ef-
fective, comprehensive” and “aggressive” vac-
cination campaign but did not offer timetables
for when shots will be available to the general
public.

In addition to using the DPA to ramp up vac-
cine supply, the plan also calls for releasing
most doses to states as they become available,
encouraging states to quickly open up eligibili-
ty for who can get shots, creating more venues
where people can get vaccinated, with a focus
on hard-to-reach and high-risk populations, and
recruiting more people to serve as vaccinators,
the plan reads.

“We must do this equitably. We cannot miss
vaccinating communities that are hit hardest
by the pandemic. This is going to have to be
critical to our success,” Choucair told reporters.
The administration had already set a goal of
getting 100 million people vaccinated within
the first 100 days of Biden’s first term.

“More people, more places, more supply. That’s
what this boils down to,” Choucair said.

Biden will also sign executive orders Thursday
increasing federal reimbursement to states and
tribes from 75 percent to 100 percent of the cost
for National Guard personnel and emergency
supplies, like personal protective equipment,

cleaning and sanitizing efforts and opening

mass vaccination centers.

PANDEMIC

RESILIENGE

Another executive order will create a Pandemic Testing

Board, which will aim to increase testing capacity, expand
the public health workforce, support COVID-19 screening
in schools and ensure access to tests in underserved com-
munities, according to the White House.

Biden will also sign an executive order directing studies to
identify COVID-19 treatments and ensure those studies ad-
dress the needs of diverse populations. Other orders intend
to improve the collection of COVID-19 data, direct federal
agencies to provide guidance on school reopenings and to
establish worker safety guidelines.

Biden will sign another executive order creating a
COVID-19 Health Equity Task Force, which will provide
recommendations to the president for allocating resources
and funding in communities that are disproportionately im-
pacted by the virus. Biden officials stressed the administra-
tion will need more funding from Congress for the plan to
work. Biden has proposed a $1.9 billion stimulus package,
which would also go toward boosting the U.S. response.
“While we will urgently execute the strategy, we do need
Congress to act, and act quickly,” Zients said. (Courtesy
thehill.com)

Related

Biden Says Latest Executive Order
Will Rebuild ‘Backbone Of America’

President Biden on Monday signed an executive order
meant to increase federal procurement of U.S.-made goods,
describing it as a step toward rebuilding the “backbone of
America” and bolstering the middle class.

“Today, we are getting to work to rebuild the backbone of
America — manufacturing, unions, the middle class. It is
based on the simple premise that we’ll reward work and
not wealth in this country,” Biden said in remarks at the
White House. “The key plank of the future will be made
in America.”

The order is designed to strengthen the rules surrounding
the Buy American Act requiring federal agencies to pur-
chase American-made products, according to administra-
tion officials. It will create a new senior role at the White

House Office of Management and Budget to oversee the

implementation of the administration’s “Made in
America” initiative aimed at cutting back on unneces-
sary waivers granted to agencies to buy foreign-made
products. It will also direct officials to create a website
where waivers can be viewed publicly to help other

businesses compete.

“This is a critical piece of building our economy back
better and including everyone in a deal this time, es-
pecially small businesses that are badly hurting in this
economy,” Biden said.

Former President Trump signed a similar order
months after he took office that aimed to tighten rules
for visas given to skilled foreign workers and directed
the government to fully enforce “Buy American” laws.
Monday’s executive order, Biden said, would “tighten
the existing ‘Buy American’ policies and go further.”
Biden characterized the order as a step in the broad-
er economic plan he laid out during his campaign to
boost U.S. industries and help end reliance on for-
eign-made goods at a time when American companies
are badly hurting due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Biden said his long-term plan would involve the fed-
eral government investing in American-made goods to
rebuild U.S. infrastructure and purchasing clean elec-
tric cars in order to spur job creation. The president
also noted that the pandemic exposed weaknesses in
U.S. supply chains and emphasized the need for the
country to produce its own protective equipment and
essential supplies.

“The reason we need to do this is America can’t sit
on the sidelines in the race for the future,” Biden said.
“To ensure the future is made of America, we need
to win not just the jobs of today but the jobs and in-
dustries of tomorrow. We know that the middle class
built this country, and we also know that unions build
the middle class. So let’s invest in them once again.”

(Courtesy thehill.com)
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A devotee sits at the bank of Hanumante River as he offers prayers during o . . o
the first day of the month-long Swasthani Brata Katha festival in Bhaktapur Safeway pharmacy manager Kel Fanny administers a COVID-19 vaccine to Linda Horst at a mass vaccination
Nepal. REUTERS/Navesh C};itrakar ’ site at the Clark County Event Center at the Fairgrounds in Ridgefield, Washington. “It’s a relief,” said Horst.

' REUTERS/Alisha Jucevic

President Joe Biden rests his hands on the Resolute Desk before signing multiple executive
orders. A portrait of former President Andrew Jackson, who espoused a populist political style
that has sometimes been compared with that of Trump, is...MORE

A patient is carried to the COVID-19 Intensive Care Unit (ICU) of Cascais Hospital in Cascais,
Portugal. REUTERS/Pedro Nunes

People wait next to empty oxygen tanks to be recharged at a private supplier amid the
People sled down a public sledding trail on Mount Uetliberg in Zurich, Switzerland. REU- coronavirus outbreak in Lima, Peru. REUTERS/Sebastian Castaneda
TERS/Arnd Wiegmann

A picture of President Joe Biden greeting Pope Francis joins family photos. REUTERS/Jonathan Ernst Army soldiers stand guard as demonstrators set fire near a Lebanese politician’s
house, during a protest against the lockdown and worsening economic conditions in
Tripoli, Lebanon. REUTERS/Omar Ibrahim
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A Coronavirus Vaccine That
Wouldn’t Require A Shot

A vaccine that is simple as putting on a Band-Aid is in development. (Photo

UPMC)

Compiled And Edited By John T.

As labs around the world race to develop a
vaccine, my colleagues and I are trying to
find a better way to deliver it than the stan-
dard, cringe-inducing shot.

I am an immunologist and dermatologist,
and my colleagues and I have been working
on vaccines against the very related coro-
naviruses that cause MERS and SARS. We
were able to use the resources and systems
we had already developed to very rapid-
ly create a vaccine candidate for this new
SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus that we have test-
ed in mice.

Called the PittCoVacc vaccine, it is a simple
protein vaccine that is made from a small
piece of one of the virus’s proteins, much
like some of the flu vaccines that are now
on the market.

There are currently many groups around
the world working to develop a vaccine.
What’s different with our design is the way
the vaccine is delivered to people. Rather
than inject the vaccine via a traditional shot,
we use a small patch which has hundreds of
small needles. We hope this delivery device
will be simpler to produce in large numbers
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Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

and administer to people.

Do experts have something to add to
public debate?

We think so.

Band-Aid with ‘microneedles’

Like traditional vaccines, our vaccine
uses a small piece of the virus as an an-
tigen, or “target” to stimulate the body’s
immune response to make antibodies that
recognize and bind to that target on the
virus.

In this case, the target is from the virus’s
S1 spike protein. This is the critical part
of the virus that recognizes a protein
receptor on our own human cells - and
works much like putting the virus’s key
in our own cells’ lock. Once the spike
protein attaches to our cells, it enables
the virus to enter our cells and cause the
infection.

Our team at the University of Pittsburgh
hopes that the antibodies our patients
make after receiving the vaccine will
bind to this key, and block it from fitting
into the lock. That would prevent the in-
fection.
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COVID-19

dissolvable microneedle array.

This is like a Band-Aid, but with hundreds
of small needles, roughly the width of a
human hair and just over half a millimeter
in length. In this case, the microneedles
are made out of a sugar-like substance
mixed with the antigen.

When the vaccine patch is stuck on the
skin, the microneedles poke into the skin
and dissolve, releasing the antigen with-
out causing pain or bleeding. This deliv-
ers the vaccine to a region of the skin that
has specialized “scout” cells known as
dendritic cells that recognize foreign in-
vaders, and carry that information to the
body’s immune system factories where
antibodies are made.

Potential to scale quickly

When we tested this microneedle coro-
navirus vaccine in mice, we saw that it
helped trigger the production of many
antibodies which can then respond to the
target protein on the virus.

Our team of Pitt and UPMC scientists
hope to be able to test this vaccine in peo-
ple very soon. Our next step is to obtain
approval from the Food and Drug Admin-
istration to start these clinical trials. The
entire clinical testing process can take a
year to 18 months in normal times. But
there is nothing about this pandemic that is
“normal.” Very intelligent and hard-work-
ing scientists at the FDA are doing their
best to assure that a vaccine which is both
safe and effective will be available as soon
as possible. Safety is everyone’s primary
concern.

The advantage of our microneedle deliv-
ery system is that it is relatively straight
forward to make and uses very little an-
tigen. That means that production can be
scaled up very quickly. In addition, un-
like most vaccines that need to be kept
cold from when they are made until they
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are given to the patient, this vaccine does
not require this “cold chain” and can be
distributed and stored at room tempera-
ture like Band-Aids. Cutting out this cold
chain — a goal researchers have been pur-
suing for years — reduces cost and should
facilitate global vaccine distribution.

Of course, we never know how well a vac-
cine will work until it’s tested in patients,
but progress with this vaccine and others
like it give us a reason for hope. (Courtesy
thecconversation.com)

Related

Vaccines Will Power 5.5% Global

Economic Growth In 2021: IMF
WASHINGTON (AP) — The spread of
COVID-19 vaccines will power a stron-
ger global economic recovery in 2021,
the International Monetary Fund forecast
Tuesday.

After sinking 3.5% in 2020, the worst year
since World War II, the global economy
will grow 5.5% this year, the 190-coun-
try lending organization predicted. The
new figure for 2021 is an upgrade from
the 5.2% expansion the IMF forecast in
October and would mark the fastest year
of global growth since the 2010 snapback
from the financial crisis.

The vaccines should contain the spread of
the virus and allow governments around

the world to ease lockdowns and encour-
age a return to normal economic activity.
The world economy also got a boost from
government stimulus programs late last
year in the United States and Japan.

But the IMF also says economies world-
wide will need support from their gov-
ernments to offset the damage from the
pandemic and warns that coronavirus mu-
tations could cloud the outlook for global
health and economic growth.

“Much depends on the outcome of this

|45 T

race between a mutating virus and vac-
cines and the ability of policies to pro-
vide effective support until the pandemic
ends,” IMF chief economist Gita Go-
pinath said at a press briefing Tuesday.
“There remains tremendous uncertainty.”
In an update to its World Economic Out-
look, the IMF said that it expects the U.S.
economy -- the world’s biggest -- to ex-
pand 5.1% this year after collapsing 3.4%
in 2020. No. 2 China is expected to record
8.1% growth after eking out a 2.3% in-
crease in 2020.

Women carry shopping bags, Thurs-
day, Dec. 10, 2020, in New York. The
spread of COVID-19 vaccines will pow-
er a stronger global economic recovery
in 2021, the International Monetary
Fund forecast Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2021.
(Photo/M. Lennihan/AP)

The 19 countries European countries that
share the euro currency will collectively
register 4.2% growth this year after see-
ing economic output crater 7.2% in 2020,
the IMF says. The Japanese economy is
forecast to grow 3.1%, reversing a 5.1%
decline in 2020.

The IMF gave India a big upgrade, thanks
to a faster-than-expected recovery at its
factories and farms: The Indian economy
is forecast to expand 11.5% in 2021, fast-
est among major economies, and a turn-
around from 2020’s decline of 8%.

The agency also expects global trade to
rebound this year: recording 8.1% growth
after falling 9.6% last year. (Courtesy us-
news.com via AP)
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