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An energized Trump appears in public
for first time since COVID-19 diagnosis
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U.S. President Donald
Trump stands on a
White House balcony
speaking to supporters
gathered on the South
Lawn for a campaign
rally that the White
House is calling a
“peaceful protest” in
Washington, U.S.,
October 10, 2020. RE-
UTERS/Ken Cedeno

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Boasting about his achieve-
ments and hurling unsubstantiated allegations against his
opponents, U.S. President Donald Trump appeared back to
his old self as he addressed supporters at the White House
in his first public appearance since being diagnosed with
COVID-19.

U.S. President Donald Trump stands on a White House
balcony speaking to supporters gathered on the ~ South
Lawn for a campaign rally that the White House is calling
a “peaceful protest” in Washington, U.S., October 10,
2020. REUTERS/Ken Cedeno

Standing alone and not wearing a mask, the Republican
president spoke from the White House balcony at an event
called “a peaceful protest for law & order,” urging a crowd
of largely Black and Latino supporters to help get out the
vote in the Nov. 3 presidential election.

His appearance - amid continued questions over whether
he is still contagious - is seen as a first step toward resum-
ing full campaigning next week, with events planned in
Florida, Pennsylvania, and lowa, on Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday, respectively.

Speaking firmly and without hesitation, Trump delivered
a shorter-than-usual campaign speech, hailing his record
in fighting crime and boosting the U.S. economy, while
slamming Democrats as supporters cheered. A flesh-col-
ored bandage was visible on his right hand.

The White House has not released the results of Trump’s
latest COVID-19 test and has declined to say when he
last tested negative. A White House spokeswoman said on

Friday that Trump would be tested for COVID-19 and would
not go out in public if it was determined he could still spread
the virus.

Earlier this week Trump’s doctor, Dr Sean Conley, cleared
Trump to resume public engagements.

It was the first public event Trump has held since he was
released from a three-night stay in hospital on Monday, when
some observers watching his return to the White House said he
appeared at times to be short of breath.

The White House has released videos and Trump has called
into television shows since then, but this was the public’s first
chance to see the president live.

PANDEMIC HANDLING

Trump delivered a wide-ranging speech that touched on scrap-
ping former President Barack Obama’s healthcare reform law,
popularly known as Obamacare, criminal justice reform, and
the state of the economy.

But opinion polls increasingly show that as Election Day
approaches, voters see Nov. 3 as a chance to cast a vote on
Trump’s handling of the coronavirus pandemic that has killed
more than 210,000 Americans.

Trump and his administration have faced widespread criti-
cism for their handling of the pandemic, as well as for a lax
approach to mask-wearing and social distancing in the White
House and - in recent days - confusing messages about how ill
the president has been.

Democrats and some commentators criticized Saturday’s
White House event for potentially exposing a new batch of
supporters to the virus and for using a federal building as an
election prop.

Asked about it in New Castle, Delaware, Biden said he hoped
that Trump and his supporters were taking precautions.

“They should be socially distant and wearing masks,” he said.
“It’s the only responsible thing to do.”

Republican Tom McCullagh, who is running for a state senate
seat in Illinois and flew to Washington for Trump’s

event, said he was not worried about catching the

virus.

“If the president felt it was safe enough for him to hold a rally,
I trust his judgment,” McCullagh told Reuters.

McCullagh wore a mask and kept his distance from other par-
ticipants but said he and a friend did not have their temperature
taken before entering the White House grounds. Sources fa-
miliar with planning for the event had said that all participants
would be screened for possible COVID-19 symptoms and have
their temperature taken.
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North Korea unveils ‘monster’ new inter-
continental ballistic missile at parade

Trump and Kim at their historic meeting
in June of that year, including a pledge by
Pyongyang to “work toward complete de-
nuclearization of the Korean peninsula”

with thousands of troops marching in
formation, displays of new convention-
al military equipment including tanks,
and fighter jets launching flares and
fireworks.

Kim made no direct mention of the
United States or the now-stalled denucle-
arization talks.

Experts said that the new, larger ICBM
is likely designed to carry multiple
independent reentry vehicles (MIRVs),
allowing it to attack more targets and
making interception more difficult.
Michael Elleman, director for
Non-Proliferation and Nuclear Policy
at the International Institute for Stra-
tegic Studies, estimated on Twitter that
the new large missile could potentially
deliver 2,000-3,500 kg “to any point on
CONUS,” making it more capable than
Soviet R-16 or R-26 ICBMs that were
never deployed.

“We will continue to build our national
defence power and self-defensive war
deterrence,” Kim said, but vowed that the
country’s military power would not be
used preemptively.

Kim blamed international sanctions, ty-
phoons, and the coronavirus for prevent-
ing him from delivering on promises of
economic progress.

“T'am ashamed that I have never been
able to repay you properly for your
enormous trust,” he said. “My efforts and
devotion were not sufficient to bring our
people out of difficult livelihoods”
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The new ICBM is likely intended to
dispel doubts about North Koreas
ability to strike the continental United
States, and an implicit threat that they
are preparing to test the larger missile,
said Markus Garlauskas, a former U.S.
intelligence officer for North Korea.

Ahead of the parade, which was held to
mark the 75th anniversary of the founding
of its ruling Workers’ Party, officials in South
Korea and the United States said Kim Jong
Un could use the event to unveil a new “stra-
tegic weapon” as promised earlier this year.

SEOUL (Reuters) - North Korea unveiled previously un-
seen intercontinental ballistic missiles at an unprecedent-
ed predawn military parade on Saturday that showcased
the country’s long-range weapons for the first time in two
years.

Analysts said the missile, which was shown on a trans-
porter vehicle with 11 axles, would be one of the largest
road-mobile intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) in
the world if it becomes operational.

The video showed Kim make an ap-
pearance as a clock struck midnight.
Dressed in a grey suit and tie, he waved
to the crowd and accepted flowers from
children while surrounded by military
officials in Pyongyang’s recently renovat-
ed Kim Il Sung Square.

“If the Hwasong-15 could carry a ‘su-
per-large’ nuclear warhead to anywhere
in the U.S., then the natural question

is what can this larger missile carry?,
he said.

A senior U.S. administration official called
the display of the ICBM “disappointing” and
called on the government to negotiate to
achieve a complete denuclearization.

The parade featured North Korea’s ballistic
missiles for the first time since Kim began
meeting with international leaders, includ-
ing U.S. President Donald Trump, in 2018.

Kim spoke for nearly half an hour, often
visibly sweating despite the cool morning
air, shedding tears when thanking the
troops, and smiling and laughing as he
watched the missiles.

“This missile is a monster,” said Melissa Hanham, deputy

director of the Open Nuclear Network. o
Pyonyang is widely expected to test the

larger missile in coming months, said
Riki Ellison, founder of the non-profit
Missile Defense Advocacy Alliance,
sending a message to both Trump and
his Democratic challenger Joe Biden.

Also displayed were the Hwasong-15, which is the lon-
gest-range missile ever tested by North Korea, and what
appeared to be a new submarine-launched ballistic missile

(SLBM). The U.S. official said Washington was

holding fast to four commitments made by

The parade was highly choreographed,

Wear Mask!

Best School Bus Safety Guidelines

For The COVID19 Pane
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Mask mandates, open windows and empty seats can help reduce the spread of

the coronavirus. (Photo/Anderson AP)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Short trips. Masks for everyone. Far fewer pas-
sengers than before.

Those are my top recommendations for how
America’s school buses should take kids to and
from school during the pandemic.

I am a professor of mechanical and aerospace
engineering who studies the “flow physics of
particles and droplets.” Since March, I have
worked with my University of Michigan col-
leagues to measure COVID-19 risks on the
buses college students use to get around our
campus.

Based on our guidance, those buses now follow
routes that take 15 minutes at most to complete,
down from as long as 45 minutes before the
pandemic. All passengers must wear masks,
and the maximum occupancy is half of what it
used to be. My recommendations for K-12 bus-

es are similar.

Numerical model showing the flow of air and
concentration of aerosols inside a campus

bus. (Photo/graphic Credits/Zhihang Zhang,
Jesse Capecelatro, Kevin Maki, Jim Smith
and Jason Bundoff)

Airborne droplets

It’s not yet clear what the minimum dose of
the coronavirus is to become infected. But it is
now established, based on an analysis from re-
cent outbreaks, that the virus is predominantly
spreading from one person to another through
airborne droplets.

Droplets of various size are expelled when you
cough, sneeze, sing or even just speak. Large
droplets — to be exact, those greater than 50
microns across, about as wide as a human hair
— tend to fall within a couple of feet and depos-
it in the confines of the seat. However, smaller
droplets can remain suspended for hours and
carry the coronavirus throughout the bus.

Air currents generated by heating, ventilation
and air-conditioning — often referred to as
HVAC systems — are capable of spreading these
droplets, which scientists call “aerosols,” from
an infected person to other passengers. Open
windows bring in fresh air and dilute the over-
all concentration, greatly reducing the risk of
an outbreak.

8 recommendations

The number of children regularly boarding
school buses has plummeted from around 25
million before the pandemic due to the large
number of students who are doing remote learn-
ing either full-time or several days a week. But

some school districts have welcomed students

back into classrooms.

The Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion recently updated its school bus guidance,
and several educational transportation trade
groups have produced a task force report with
detailed guidance of their own.

These eight recommendations are best practic-
es for families and school leaders to take into
consideration. To be sure, some could prove
impractical due to the nature of children and the
budget realities in school districts everywhere.

1. Require masks

The best way to prevent the spread of
COVID-19 on school buses is to ensure that
everyone wears masks, which are safe for
children 2 and up to use. Not only do masks
minimize the number of droplets that escape,
they slow down the droplets that aren’t stopped
and reduce the distance they can travel — all of
which are crucial in close quarters. However,
not all masks are equally effective. Loosely
folded face masks and bandana-style coverings
don’t capture the smallest droplets. Well-fitted
masks with multiple layers are best. And no
mask works if the wearer doesn’t cover their
mouth and nose at all times. For that reason, it
would be ideal to ban the consumption of food
and beverages aboard buses.

2. Make trips brief

Bus trips ideally should take no more than 15
minutes to minimize the risk an infected per-
son will spread the virus. Unfortunately, U.S.
school bus rides average about 30 minutes, typ-
ically taking even longer in rural areas. Where
it’s feasible, school districts should adjust
routes to shorten ride times.

3. Leave most seats empty

Reducing the number of passengers on buses
makes social distancing more viable and de-
creases the likelihood an infectious person is
riding the bus at a given time. The CDC rec-
ommends limiting occupancy to one child per
row in nonadjacent seats to reduce the risk of
a bus ride turning into a superspreader event.
Since most standard school buses accommo-
date around 72 kids, this may mean at most
filling buses to one-quarter of their capacity
by allowing only about 18 students on board.
Keeping most of the kids off the bus will be
easier if schools encourage students to walk or
bike to school or catch rides with their parents.
Following a hybrid approach, with at most half
of students attending in person, can also help
achieve this goal.

4. Keep windows open

Leaving the windows and roof hatches open
helps bring in fresh air, reducing the concen-
tration of infectious droplets on the bus and
increasing the time children and the driver can
be on board. It might not be feasible to keep
the windows open when the temperature drops
below the freezing point or when it’s raining
hard. Students would need to bundle up more
than usual in the wintertime and dress for the
heat in warmer weather.

5. Use specialized air purifiers when win-
dows are closed

These devices, especially high-efficiency par-
ticulate air (HEPA) filters, could potentially
help reduce the transmission of the coronavi-
rus. Some manufacturers are already retrofitting

buses with medical-grade air filtration systems.

a. Jet Diffusers

b. Air Distribution Ducts

6. Don’t use AC or heat when bus windows
are closed

It’s best to take this precaution because the air-

flow HVAC systems generate can increase the
spread of airborne droplets throughout the bus.
If the windows are closed, using air condition-
ing or automotive heating can make everyone
on board more at risk of infection. However,
when windows are open, HVAC systems can
help bring in fresh air and remove any conta-
gion-carrying droplets.

7. Protect bus drivers

Drivers require specialized personal protective
equipment because of their exposure to each
child who enters the bus. In my view, drivers
should wear N95 masks, which provide maxi-
mum filtration and would extend the time they
can spend on the bus before potentially inhaling
enough infectious droplets to become ill. Driv-
ers should be frequently tested for COVID-19.
Plexiglass barriers between the bus driver and
the door, also known as sneeze guards, would
help maintain social distancing and minimize
exposure. Having additional adults on the bus
would increase the risks of infection, but it
might otherwise be hard to enforce new bus
rules, and monitors are required for the trans-
portation of many students with special needs.
Any bus monitors would also require high-

grade personal protective equipment.

8. Maintain good hygiene

It’s not clear that checking every child’s tem-
perature would be practical or viable, especially
on buses without any staff assisting the driver.
But all buses should have on board a supply
of spare masks for students who forget or lose
their own, hand sanitizer dispensers and small
touchless trash cans. The education transpor-
tation task force recommended cleaning bus-
es between routes, disinfecting vehicles daily
and not using a bus for at least 24 hours if it
turns out that someone on board had an active
COVID-19 case.

None of these recommendations will be easy
to follow across the board. But it’s clear that
there are ways that school districts can reduce
the risks tied to school buses for the duration of

the pandemic. (Courtesy theconversayion.com)
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Supporters cheer at a drive-in event for Joe Biden at the Southeast Career A participant stands during the playing of the U.S. national anthem during a drive-in campaign event for Joe
Technical Academy in Las Vegas, Nevada, October 9. REUTERS/Kevin Biden at the Southeast Career Technical Academy in Las Vegas, Nevada, October 9. REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque
Lamarque

GLGEE HARRIS

Supporters cheer at a drive-in event for Joe Biden at the Southeast Career Technical Academy

in Las Vegas, Nevada, October 9. REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque Joe Biden poses for a photo with mariachi entertainers during his visit to the East Las Vegas

Community Center to speak about the disproportionate ways the coronavirus has impacted Lati-
nos, during a campaign stop in Las Vegas, Nevada, October 9. REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque

Joe Biden listens to vice presidential candidate Kamala Harris speak during a campaign

event at a carpenters union in Phoenix, Arizona, October 8. REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque
Joe Biden looks out from the top of the airplane steps as he departs Phoenix, Arizona, October 9.
REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque

S
Joe Biden raises his drink at the Barrio Cafe during a small business bus tour while campaigning in Phoenix,
Arizona, October 8. REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque Joe Biden turns to running mate, vice presidential nominee Kamala Harris, as they
speak to reporters in a hangar after they arrived at Phoenix Sky Harbor International

Airport in Phoenix, Arizona, October 8. REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque
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Today’s Students Are Not The First To Face Remote Learnin

Remote Learning Isn’t New: Radio
Instruction In The 1937
Polio Epidemic Was Required

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

A UNICEF survey found that 94% of
countries implemented some form of
remote learning when COVID-19 closed
schools last spring, including in the United
States.

This is not the first time education has
been disrupted in the U.S. — nor the first
time that educators have harnessed remote
learning. In 1937, the Chicago school
system used radio to teach children during
a polio outbreak, demonstrating how tech-
nology can be used in a time of crisis.
Outbreaks of scarlet fever, measles,
diphtheria, influenza and other communi-
cable illnesses have been documented that
regularly closed schools before vaccines
greatly reduced childhood diseases.
Responses varied from district to district.
During the 1918-19 influenza pandemic,
school boards held special meetings to
debate the best way to proceed. Chicago,
New York and New Haven were among
the cities that never closed, using medical
inspection and individual quarantine
instead, while other schools shuttered for
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up to 15 weeks.

School closings typically halted formal
learning. For some kids, it meant extra
playtime, while others went back to work
at home or on family farms. Schools
sometimes compensated for lost instruc-
tional time by shifting the academic calen-
dar or mandating Saturday attendance.

Chicago Children To Be
Taught By Radio, Press

i ntil Polio Subsides

Opening of Schools Is

Indefinitely Post-

Terse News
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Radio school

In 1937, a severe polio epidemic hit the
U.S. At the time, this contagious virus had
no cure, and it crippled or paralyzed some
of those it infected. Across the country,
playgrounds and pools closed, and chil-
dren were banned from movie theaters and
other public spaces. Chicago had a record
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109 cases in August, prompting the Board
of Health to postpone the start of school for
three weeks.

This delay sparked the first large-scale “radio
school” experiment through a highly inno-
vative — though largely untested — program.
Some 315,000 children in grades 3 through 8
continued their education at home, receiving
lessons on the radio.

By the late 1930s, radio had become a pop-
ular source of news and entertainment. Over
80% of U.S. households owned at least one
radio, though fewer were found in homes in
the southern U.S., in rural areas and among
people of color.

In Chicago, teachers collaborated with prin-
cipals to create on-air lessons for each grade,
with oversight from experts in each subject.
Seven local radio stations donated air time.
September 13 marked the first day of school.
Local papers printed class schedules each
morning. Social studies and science classes
were slated for Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays; Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays
were devoted to English and math. The
on-air school day began with announce-
ments and gym. Classes were short — just 15
minutes — providing simple, broad questions
and assigning homework.

The objective was to be “entertaining yet

informative.” Curriculum planners incorpo-
rated an engaging commercial broadcasting
style into the lessons. Two principals moni-
tored each broadcast, providing feedback to
teachers on content, articulation, vocabulary
and general performance. When schools
reopened, students would submit their

work and take tests to show mastery of the
material.

Sixteen teachers answered phone calls from
parents at the school district’s central office.
After the phone bank logged more than 1,000
calls on the first day, they brought five more
teachers on board.

News stories reporting on this novel radio
school approach were mostly positive, but a
few articles hinted at the challenges. Some
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kids were distracted or struggled to follow
the lessons. There was no way to ask ques-
tions in the moment, and kids needed more
parental involvement than usual.

In general, media coverage focused on the
innovation of the delivery method. Access
issues received little attention. Even Super-
intendent William Johnson didn’t know how
many students tuned in for the lessons.

Jonas Salk, developer of a po-

lio vaccine, holds a rack of

test tubes in his lab in Pittsburgh in 1954.
(AP photo.)

Radio instruction officially ended at the
end of September when schools reopened.
Though the program ran for less than three
weeks, it transformed the role of local radio
in Chicago education. The experiment initi-
ated a partnership between the city’s public
schools and local radio stations, which

was quickly cemented in the formation of
the Chicago Radio Council. The council
produced educational shows, broadcasted
educational conferences and supplemented
specific grade-level curriculum.

The partnership also brought more radios
into schools, with teachers required to in-
clude on-air programs in their lesson plans.
It also offered opportunities for students to
participate in newscasts, radio round tables
and other programming.

Remote learning 2020

Fast forward to 2020. When the current
pandemic shut down schools last spring,
nations around the world instituted remote
learning. But many countries used multiple
platforms: About three-quarters also offered
classes on television and about half used
radio learning — which was particularly
important in developing nations.
Instruction through multiple technologies
helps, but many kids simply have no access.
Approximately one-third) of students
worldwide cannot participate in digital or
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on-air education because they don’t own a
computer, TV or radio, lack reliable internet
access or live in remote areas that lie be-
yond the range of broadcasts.

Lessons from Chicago

Chicago’s handling of remote education
during its 1937 polio epidemic offers les-
sons on ways to use technology to address
the current educational disruptions. But
even where most students have access to
reliable internet service, the pandemic has
highlighted the mass-scale burdens of the

digital divide.

1930’s: The “Golden Era” of Radio and
advent of remote learning.

One example comes from Southern Cali-
fornia, where a survey of 45 school districts
found substantial differences in distance
learning among children living in high-pov-
erty communities compared with those in
more affluent areas. State officials estimate
that California’s students need more than

a million computers — and additional hot
spots.

This highlights the need for funding in

the U.S. — and in nations worldwide — to
address technological inequalities in schools
and to teach educators, administrators, par-
ents and students how to better use digital
platforms.

This pandemic could reshape education
once school safely shifts back to the class-
room. Innovative use of digital tools and
platforms could enrich curriculum, provide
online makeup material and create new
ways to connect with students beyond the
traditional modes of learning. It would also
reduce the environmental impact from dis-
tributed papers and help teachers, students
and parents to more easily connect outside
of the classroom.

Pandemic teaching may not just be a tem-
porary means to an end. It could ultimately
improve education, much like Chicago’s
radio experiment in 1937. (Courtesy thecon-
versation.com)
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Preffered Brand at home and in restaurants.
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Excellent for Fried Rice, Steamed Rice, Spring Rolls or any
traditional rice dish.
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