If you would like to share news or
information with our readers, please
send the unique stories, business

Share Your
News Now

news organization events, and school
news to us includinig your name and
phone number in case more informa-
tion is needed.

Southerrv

DAILY

Southern Daily News is published by Southern News Group

For news and information consider-
ation, please send to
News@scdaily.com

or contact

John Robbins 832-280-5815

Jun Gai 281-498-4310

Publisher: Wea H. Lee
President: Catherine Lee
Editor: John Robbins, Jun Gai
Address: 11122 Bellaire Blvd.,
Houston, TX 77072

E-mail: News@scdaily.com

Biden announces new policy
efforts aimed at black voters

WY~ UL

L
-

Inside C2

Thursday May 07, 2020 |

www.today-america.com |

Southern News Group

U.S. private payrolls dive by a
record 20.2 million

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S. private employers laid
off a record 20.236 million workers in April as mandatory
business closures in response to the novel coronavirus
outbreak savaged the economy, setting up the overall labor
market for historic job losses last month.

The plunge in private payrolls shown in the ADP National
Employment Report on Wednesday suggested that national
lockdowns to slow the spread of COVID-19, the respira-
tory illness caused by the virus, could leave lasting scars
on the economy, even as large parts of the country reopen
non-essential businesses.

“One thing for sure is that this pandemic health crisis

has produced depression-magnitude job losses which
means this recovery is going to take longer than many are
thinking,” said Chris Rupkey, chief economist at MUFG in
New York.

“The Great Depression lasted three and a half years, and it
will be a miracle if the economy gets anywhere near back
to normal within the next couple of years.”

RELATED COVERAGE

Fed’s Bullard: Drop in U.S. payrolls ‘not a surprise’ given
shutdowns - CNBC

Data for March was revised to show private payrolls de-
creasing by 149,000 jobs instead of the previously reporte
27,000, which was the first decline since September 2017.

d work on Wednesday.

FILE PHOTO: People fill out application forms before a
screening session for seasonal jobs at Coney Island in the
Brooklyn borough of New York March 4, 2014. REUTERS/

Shannon Stapleton

Layoffs last month were across small, medium and large en-
terprises. The leisure and hospitality industry shed 8.6 million
jobs in April, accounting for more than 40% of the private
sector job losses. Manufacturing lost 1.7 million jobs, while
2.5 million construction workers were laid off.

Economists polled by Reuters had forecast private payrolls
tumbling by 20.050 million jobs in April. The ADP report
is jointly developed with Moody’s Analytics.

The staggering numbers were widely anticipated, since
30.3 million people had filed claims for unem- ploy-
ment benefits since March 21, equivalent to nearly one out
of every five workers losing their job in just over a month.

Stocks on Wall Street were trading higher amid hopes of a
pickup in business activity as more states ease restrictions
on movements, shifting investors’ attention from the dismal
employment numbers.

The economy contracted in the first quarter at the steepest . .
Y . P The dollar rose against a basket of currencies. U.S. govern-

pace since the fourth quarter of 2008. The slumping econ- bond orices fell after the T D harol
omy and rising joblessness are big challenges for President ment bond prices fel after the Treasury Department sharply

Donald Trump, who is secking a second term in office in increased the size of its long-dated debt auctions.

N ’s election.
ovember’s election EYES ON EMPLOYMENT REPORT

“We are at the apex of the job losses,” said Moody’s Analytics
chief economist Mark Zandi. “We should see a turn relatively
soon in the job statistics, but we are not going to regain all the
jobs we lost in the last couple of months.”

Trump has been pushing for businesses to reopen and even
supported demonstrations in some parts of the country
against the “stay-at-home” orders.

At least 30 states have partially reopened, though health
experts and researchers have predicted a surge in infec-
tions and deaths.

FILE PHOTO: People fill out application forms before a
screening session for seasonal jobs at Coney Island in the
Brooklyn borough of New York March 4, 2014. REUTERS/
Shannon Stapleton

The ADP report was published ahead of the government’s
more comprehensive employment report for April scheduled
for release on Friday. While it has a poor record predicting the
private payrolls component of the government’s employment
report because of methodology differences, economists said

“The jobs numbers are very, very chilling and I think that
it’s very important, you know, to let people understand in
a very somber way that this is the biggest shock that our
economy has ever seen, but it’s something that we’ve done
in order to get ahead of the curve on the disease,” Trump’s
economic adviser, Kevin Hassett told Fox Business Net-

it offered some clues on the size of anticipated job losses in
April.

The ADP noted that its April report “does not reflect the full
impact of COVID-19 on the overall employment situation.”

“The ADP report and the government data don’t always align,
but at least the ADP report suggests that we are in the

right ballpark when thinking about the massive job losses

to expect in the government data,” said Daniel Silver, an
economist at JPMorgan in New York.

According to a Reuters survey of economists, nonfarm payrolls
are forecast to have tumbled by a historic 21.853 million in
April, which would blow away the record 800,000 dive seen
during the Great Recession. Employment dropped by 701,000
jobs in March, ending a record streak of gains dating to Sep-
tember 2010.

The unemployment rate is seen jumping to 16% in April,
which would shatter the post-World War Two record of 10.8%
touched in November 1982. In March the jobless rate shot up
0.9 percentage point, the largest monthly change since January
1975, to 4.4%.
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Trump to kee
force but may

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S. President Donald Trump
said on Wednesday his White House coronavirus task
force would remain in place but with a focus on medi-

cal treatments and easing restrictions on businesses and
social life and perhaps with different advisers.

U.S. President Donald Trump listens to Honeywell’s Vice
President of Integrated Supply Chain Tony Stallings as
Stallings shows him a protective mask during a tour of
Honeywell’s facility manufacturing face masks for the
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak in Phoenix,
Arizona, U.S., May 5, 2020. REUTERS/Tom Brenner
Trump had said on Tuesday he planned to replace the task
force with “something in a different form?”

In a series of tweets on Wednesday, however, Trump said
that because of its success, “the Task Force will continue
on indefinitely with its focus on SAFETY & OPENING
UP OUR COUNTRY AGAIN. We may add or subtract

people to it, as appropriate.”

He added: “The Task Force will also be very focused on

Vaccines & Therapeutics.”

RELATED COVERAGE

Trump says will announce new members of coronavirus

task force by Monday

p U.S. coronavirus task
swap out advisers

U.S. Presi-
dent Donald
Trump listens
to Honeywell’s
Vice President
of Integrated
Supply Chain
Tony Stallings
as Stallings
shows him

a protective
mask during a
tour of Hon-
eywell’s facility
manufacturing
face masks for
the corona-
virus disease
(COVID-19)

The task force to date has included medical professionals

focused on battling the pandemic, some of whom have at

ly dangerous,” he said on Tuesday night.

times offered guidance at odds with Trump’s, including on

when to ease stay-at-home orders and lockdowns on the

economy.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation’s top infectious disease
expert and most high-profile member of the task force,
acknowledged in a CNN interview that he was losing the
argument against reopening the country too quickly.

“There are counties and cities in which you can do that
safely now, but there are others that if you do that, it’s real-

White House guidelines say that the number
of new cases must be trending downward for
14 days and that vastly expanded coronavi-
rus testing and other safeguards must be put
in place before the shutdowns can be phased
out.

A number of U.S. states saw a record
increase in cases on Tuesday, including
Kentucky, Minnesota, Oregon and Wiscon-
sin, while Arizona, Illinois, and Mississippi
reached new record deaths.

More than 71,000 people in the United

States have died from COVID-19, the
disease caused by the virus, and more
than 1.2 million people have been infect-
ed, according to a Reuters tally.
ECONOMIC PRESSURES

The Trump administration and many
state governors have emphasized the
political and social pressures they face
getting the U.S. economy going again.
ADP National Employment Report data
on Wednesday showed that U.S. pri-
vate employers laid off a record 20.236
million workers in April, suggesting the
lockdowns could leave lasting scars on

the economy.

“One thing for sure is that this pan-
demic health crisis has produced
depression-magnitude job losses
which means this recovery is going to
take longer than many are thinking;’
said Chris Rupkey, chief economist at
MUFG in New York.

“The Great Depression lasted three-
and-a-half years, and it will be a mira-
cle if the economy gets anywhere near
back to normal within the next couple
of years,” he said.
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SECOND Wave Of Coronavirus

Likely To
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Hit The U.S. In The Fall

Another wave of Coronavirus is on the way reports Dr. Anthony Fauci.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

A second round of Covid-19 cases is
“inevitable” come fall, the nation’s top
infectious disease doctor said, as people
increasingly try to resume regular life and
more states ease or lift their stay-at-home
orders.

“I’m almost certain it will come back, be-
cause the virus is so transmissible and it’s
globally spread,” said Dr. Anthony Fauci
during an Economic Club of Washington
webinar earlier this week.

Americans could be in for “a bad fall and
a bad winter” if the country is unpre-
pared, said Fauci, who is the director

of the National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases.

Here’s what we know about the possibil-
ity of a second wave of the virus and the
reasoning behind it.

Why in the fall?

There are many aspects of the virus that
remain unknown for scientists but older
viruses are offering some clues.

-

Medical assistant Melanie Zamudio is
reflected in the window of a car as she
reaches in to take a nasal swab from a
driver at a drive-up coronavirus testing

site Wednesday, April 29, 2020, in Seat-
tle. (AP Photo)

People usually get infected by four
common coronaviruses that were first
identified in the mid-1960s, according to
the US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. And those tend to peak in the
winter months.

Dr. Greg Poland, a professor of medicine
and infectious diseases at the Mayo Clin-
ic, said that SARS-CoV-2, the technical
name for the novel coronavirus that
causes Covid-19, is likely to follow that
pattern. If that happens, a second wave

of the virus would return just in time for
the start of flu season. The flu has been a
constant threat for Americans and devas-
tating in recent years. The CDC estimates
there were at least 39 million cases of the
flu in the US and at least 24,000 deaths
during the 2019-2020 season.

Poland, the director of the Mayo Clinic’s
Vaccine Research Group, says the com-
bination of a second wave of Covid-19
with flu season could create “a lot of
confusion” because of their overlap in
symptoms and put a heavy strain on the
health care system. It wouldn’t be the
first pandemic to come back in force.

In 2009, the US experienced a wave of
cases of the HIN1 influenza virus, known
as swine flu, in the spring. Months later, a
second wave was reported in the fall and

winter, the CDC says.

“Often, not always ... often the second
wave of a pandemic is worse,” Poland
said, adding that the coronavirus pan-
demic spread in the US well into the flu
season.

Another example is the 1918 influenza
pandemic, which killed 50 million people
globally and about 675,000 Americans.
At the time, there was an initial mild
spring wave in the US but a lethal second
wave hit the country in September.

It appears that the novel coronavirus

is likely to keep spreading for at least
another 18 months. There are several
possible scenarios for the course of the
pandemic but the worst of them is a sec-
ond wave of infections just like the 1918
influenza pandemic, according to a report
by the Center for Infectious Disease
Research and Policy at the University of
Minnesota.

“This thing’s not going to stop until it
infects 60 to 70 percent of people,” said
Mike Osterholm, the CIDRAP director,
in an interview with CNN. “The idea
that this is going to be done soon defies
microbiology.”

Osterholm coauthored a CIDRAP report
released Thursday that recommended the
US prepare for a worst-case scenario that
includes a second big wave of coronavi-
rus infections in the fall and winter.

]

What can be done about a second wave
of infection?

Health experts say the coming months
would be a good time to prepare for a po-
tential second outbreak of the virus. Hos-
pitals and clinics should replenish their

stocks of personal protective equipment
and testing supplies. People should try to
get healthier if possible, continue using
face masks for the time being and keep
gatherings to no more than 10 people, sev-
eral experts told CNN.

As cities reopen, local officials should
make plans to quickly reissue stay-at-
home orders or other strict social dis-
tancing measures in the future if needed,
Poland said Health officials across the
country must continue focusing on
expanding coronavirus testing, contact
tracing and treatment, said Dr. Helen
Boucher, chief of the geographic medi-
cine and infectious diseases division at
Tufts University Medical Center.

“We hope we’ll have more tools in our
toolbox, maybe we’ll have some treat-
ments for Covid-19 by then, maybe we’ll
have better diagnostics,” Boucher said.
The Trump administration has estimat-

ed a vaccine is 12 to 18 months away,
though some leaders in the field say that
timeline could be too fast.

Improving the way health workers
handle the coronavirus pandemic will be
key, Boucher says, so the country is “as
prepared as we can be” when it’s time to
face an outbreak of both the coronavirus
and the flu.

While most experts believe that people
who have recovered from the virus will
have some sort of immunity, Poland says
it’s unclear how strong that immunity
might be, how long it might last and the
accuracy of antibody tests is inconsistent.
“We are placing a lot of hope on that but
we don’t have answers yet,” Poland said.
“This (virus) is only 16 weeks old so
there’s a lot we don’t know yet.”

The experimental anti-viral drug remde-
sivir was approved on Friday by the US
Food and Drug Administration to treat
hospitalized Covid-19 patients in severe
condition. The drug, which is the first
authorized treatment for Covid-19, is

far from a cure, according to a govern-
ment-funded study, but patients who took
it recovered faster than patients who did
not.

“We have work to do. We are looking

for other therapies. This trial is going to
continue,” Dr. Andre Kalil, the principal
investigation behind the clinical trial, told
CNN’s Elizabeth Cohen earlier this week.
Has the virus made a comeback else-
where?

Yes.

In recent weeks, Singapore has seen a
dramatic spike in coronavirus infections,
with thousands of new cases linked to
clusters in foreign worker dormitories.
Singapore had initially been praised for
its response and apparent ability to sup-
press infections in the first three months
of the coronavirus pandemic. Then the
number of cases exploded in April.
Since March 17, Singapore’s total cases
grew from 266 to more than 17,000,
according to data from Johns Hopkins
University.

To control the spread, the government has
attempted to isolate the dormitories, test
workers and move symptomatic patients
into quarantine facilities. It’s a daunting
task because workers live in cramped
conditions that make social distancing
near impossible. The government also
instituted what it is calling a “circuit
breaker,” a package of restrictions and
new rules, combined with harsh punish-
ments.

The semi-autonomous Chinese city of
Hong Kong had a relatively small num-
ber of cases when it saw a spike after it
relaxed restrictions in March. Many cases
were imported from overseas as Hong
Kong residents who had left -- either to
work or study abroad, or to seek safety
when the city seemed destined for a ma-
jor outbreak earlier this year -- returned,
bringing the virus back with them. (Cour-
tesy https://www.msn.com/)
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A yellow stripe painted in the middle of a pedestrian street to help people A iding drinks and food del di b in safe * .
comply with social distance guidelines in Aalborg, Denmark, May 4. Henning restaurant tests servers providing drinks and food to models pretending to be guests in safe ‘quarantine green-

Bagger/Ritzau Scanpix/via REUTERS houses’ in which clients can dine in Amsterdam, May 5. REUTERS/Eva Plevier

A prototype office of international real estate company Cushman & Wakefield with a workplace Customers wait outside on social diStanCing_markings ata McDonald’s prototype location in
design concept using the ‘six foot rule’ of social distancing in Amsterdam, May 6. Cushman & Arnhem, Netherlands, May 1. REUTERS/Piroschka van de Wouw
Wakefield/via REUTERS

Circles on the ground indicating where to sit and stand in a tramway in Nice, France, May 6. A gunman shoots at New Delhi protesters
REUTERS/Eric Gaillard
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The lockdown has made me angry because | can’t go to school.” Amira said: “I drew my teacher Miss Children’s drawings from lockdown show the world what they miss most
Bada and I miss my school and my teacher.
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Was Close To ‘Making Very Significant
Findings’ Related To COVID-19

Coronavirus Researcher Killed In
Pittsburg In Apparent Murder-Suicide

-
k

A University of Pittsburgh professor on the verge of making “very significant
findings” researching Covid-19, according to the university, was shot and killed

in an apparent murder-suicide over the weekend, police said. (Photo Credit: Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh School of Medicine)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

A University of Pittshurgh assistant
professor who was working on the coro-
navirus research project was killed in an
apparent murder-suicide. The researcher
was Killed in an apparent murder-suicide
and was close to “making very signifi-
cant findings” related to the coronavirus,
his department at the University of Pitts-
burgh said.

Police say 37-year-old Bing Liu was
inside his Ross Township home when

a man shot him, then went outside of
his car and shot himself. Police said the
37-year-old Dr. Bing Liu was found
dead in his home on EIm Court from
apparent gunshot wounds to his head,
neck and torso. Investigators say they
now believe his death is a homicide.
The incident occurred Saturday
afternoon in EIm Court. The second
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man, who has not yet been identified,
was found dead in his car nearby on
Charlemagne Circle, reports indicate.
Police say Bing and the other man knew
each other but have not yet released a
motive, reports indicate.

According to WTAE, Liu was a
researcher with the department of com-
putational and systems biology at the
Pitt School of Medicine, which released
this statement:

“Bing was on the verge of making very
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significant findings toward under-
standing the cellular mechanisms that
underlie SARS-CoV-2 infection and the
cellular basis of the following compli-
cations. We will make an effort to com-
plete what he started in an effort to pay
homage to his scientific excellence.”
“His loss will be felt throughout the
entire scientific community. Please keep
his family, friends, and colleagues in
your thoughts. Thank you,” the depart-
ment added.

The University of Pittsburgh released
this statement Tuesday:

“The University of Pittsburgh is deeply
saddened by the tragic death of Bing
Liu, a prolific researcher and admired
colleague at Pitt. The University extends
our deepest sympathies to Liu’s family,
friends and colleagues during this diffi-
cult time.”

A second man, later identified as Hao
Gu, was also found dead in his car on
Charlemagne Circle, near Elm Court.
Police say it appears he died from a
self-inflicted gunshot wound to the
head.

Pittsburg School of Medicine.

The statement added Liu was an out-
standing researcher and mentor whose
loss will be felt throughout the scientific
community, reports indicate.

The incident remains under investiga-
tion.

Investigators believe an unidentified
second man, who was found dead in

his car, shot and killed Liu in his home
before returning to his car and taking his
own life.

Police believe the men knew each other,
but say there is “zero indication that
there was targeting due to his (Liu)
being Chinese,” according to Detective
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Sgt. Brian Kohlhepp.

Ross Township detectives are continu-
ing to investigate the circumstances
and motives for the crime. They said
Tuesday that there appears to be no in-
dication the researcher’s death had any
connection to his work.

Police do not believe a suspect to be at
large or a danger to the public. (Courte-
sy https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/)
Related

Global pledging conference
raises €7.4bn for coronavirus
vaccines

European Commission head Ursula
von der Leyen. (Photo/REUTERS)
Brussels — European Commission
chief Ursula von der Leyen hosted a
conference on Monday to raise funds for
research into coronavirus vaccines and
treatments at which celebrities, world
leaders and philanthropists pledged
€7.4bn.

Von der Leyen said a vaccine was the
best chance of beating the Covid-19
disease, which has so far killed nearly
a quarter of a million people about the
world — 140,000 of them in Europe.
Major European powers, along with
Japan and Canada, made the biggest
pledges but the lack of US represen-
tation raised the prospect of an unco-
ordinated competition to develop and
produce a vaccine.
Some wealthy American individuals did
take part, and pop star Madonna’s $1m
contribution was feted by EU officials.
‘A down payment’
The conference narrowly missed its
target of €7.5bn — though a handful of
contributors did not put a sum on their
pledges — but UN secretary-general
Antonio Guterres warned that much
more would be needed, putting the final
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sum required near €38bn.

“These funds are a kind of down pay-
ment for the development of new tools
at the speed needed,” Guterres told the
conference. “But to reach everyone
everywhere we likely need five times
that amount.”

World Health Organisation (WHO)
chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
World Health Organisation (WHO)
chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
hailed the fundraising as a powerful
show of “global solidarity”.

The donations came from about 40
countries, the UN, research institutes
and philanthropic bodies including the
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.
But the initiative was undermined by
the absence of the US, with President
Donald Trump at loggerheads with the
WHO over its handling of the pandemic.
Trump said on Sunday the U.S. would
have a coronavirus vaccine ready by the
end of the year.

His prediction was met with scepti-
cism in some quarters, with Germany’s
health minister Jens Spahn warning it
could take years for anyone to develop
a vaccine. (Courtesy https://www.busi-
nesslive.co.za/)

Every 8 minutes,
we respond
to a disaster.

Your donation can
help impact lives.
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