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Tents and immunity testing: U.S.
colleges weigh return to campus life

Classes in tents. Roommates assigned based on corona-
virus antibody tests. Residences set aside for quarantined
students. U.S. college life could look dramatically differ-
ent when classes resume in the fall.

Colleges emptied dormitories and moved classes online
in March as the pandemic worsened — a decision that left
many students clamoring for partial refunds.

Facing budget shortfalls, several colleges have said they
are putting infrastructure investments on hold, freezing
hiring, and furloughing employees.

Now, universities are exploring creative, once-implausible
approaches to make sure students can return to campus in
the 2020-2021 academic year.

“There will be changes for sure, but one way or another
we are going to be open,” said James Herbert, president of
the University of New England (UNE), a private college in
Maine.

The selling point of residential colleges is campus life and
the sense of community it fosters, said Brian Rosenberg,
president of Macalester College in Minnesota.

When classes are online, private schools cannot make money
from housing and dining services, and they struggle to justify
tuition costs, Rosenberg said.

The average tuition and fees at an in-state public college was
$10,116 for the 2019-2020 year and $36,801 at private schools,
according to U.S. News and World Report.

“The best scenario from a financial perspective for any resi-
dential college is to try get in as much of a full year open on
campus as possible,” Rosenberg said.

School administrators are eyeing changes to dormitory life.
Herbert of UNE said the university is looking into assigning
roommates based on the results of tests that can detect if some-
one has antibodies to the coronavirus.

Ideally, a student without antibodies would be paired with one
who has them to prevent roommates from infecting each other,
Herbert said.

“We require students to be vaccinated — to have certain vac-
cines — so I think you could certainly require students to have
the antibody test,” Herbert said.

He added the plan is a “work in progress” and depends on the
accuracy of tests and ongoing research.

“If the science improves, and the availability improves over the
coming months, it could be a really useful tool.”

FILE PHOTO:
Students take
their seats for
the diploma
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Government
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REUTERS/Bri-
an Snyder

David Greene, president of Colby College in Maine, said he
expected some residential facilities would be set aside for
infected students.

UNE is considering renting rooms at a hotel near campus to
space students out, Herbert added.

Social distancing measures will also impact on-campus
classes, transforming academic life for students.

Because the virus spreads more easily in confined spaces,
Stanford University in California is considering holding
classes outdoors in large tents, a university spokesman said.
Colleges could suspend lecture classes that pack hundreds of
students into big auditoriums and, instead, host smaller classes
in auditoriums so students can sit further apart, Rosenberg said.
Brown University in Rhode Island may require students and
faculty to wear face masks and place limits on athletics, con-
certs and parties, the school’s president Christina Paxson wrote
in an April 26 op-ed for the New York Times.

Even with precautions, colleges cannot eliminate the risk of
outbreaks and should be transparent about it, Herbert said.
University of New England may send “consent forms” to
students and their parents making clear they are “assuming a
somewhat higher risk” by returning to campus, Herbert said.
Questions also remain about whether students on packed
college campuses, known for partying and athletic culture, will
adhere to social distancing and other safety measures.
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Trump administration drafting ‘Artemis
Accords’ pact for moon mining - sources

WASHINGTON(Reuters) - The Trump administration is
drafting a legal blueprint for mining on the moon under
anew U.S.-sponsored international agreement called the
Artemis Accords, people familiar with the proposed pact
told Reuters.

The agreement would be the latest effort to cultivate allies
around NASA’s plan to put humans and space stations

on the moon within the next decade, and comes as the
civilian space agency plays a growing role in implement-
ing American foreign policy. The draft pact has not been
formally shared with U.S. allies yet.

The Trump administration and other spacefaring coun-
tries see the moon as a key strategic asset in outer space.
The moon also has value for long-term scientific research
that could enable future missions to Mars - activities

that fall under a regime of international space law widely
viewed as outdated.

The Artemis Accords, named after the National Aeronau-
tics and Space Administration’s new Artemis moon pro-
gram, propose “safety zones” that would surround future
moon bases to prevent damage or interference from rival
countries or companies operating in close proximity.

The pact also aims to provide a framework under interna-
tional law for companies to own the resources they mine,
the sources said.

In the coming weeks, U.S. officials plan to formally
negotiate the accords with space partners such as Cana-
da, Japan, and European countries, as well as the United
Arab Emirates, opening talks with countries the Trump
administration sees as having “like-minded” interests in
lunar mining.

Russia, a major partner with NASA on the International-
Space Station, won't be an early partner in these accords,
the sources said, as the Pentagon increasingly views Mos-
cow as hostile for making “threatening” satellite maneu-
vers toward U.S. spy satellites in Earth orbit.

The United States is a member of the 1967 Outer Space
Treaty and sees the “safety zones” as an implementation
of one of its highly debated articles. It states that celestial

FILE PHOTO:
The full moon,
known as the
“Buck Moon’, is
seen from West
Orange, in New
Jersey, U.S. July
16, 2019. REU-
TERS/Eduardo

bodies and the moon are “not subject to na-
tional appropriation by claim of sovereignty,
by means of use or occupation, or by any
other means”

“This isn’t some territorial claim,” said one
source, who requested anonymity to discuss
the agreement. The safety zones - whose size
would vary depending on the operation -
would allow for coordination between space
actors without technically claiming territory
as sovereign, he said.

“The idea is if you are going to be coming
near someone’s operations, and they’ve

declared safety zones around it, then you

need to reach out to them in advance,
consult and figure out how you can do
that safely for everyone”

ARTEMIS AS NATIONAL POWER
The Artemis Accords are part of the
Trump administration’s plan to forgo
the treaty process at the United Na-
tions and instead reach agreement with
“like-minded nations,” partly because a
treaty process would take too long and
working with non-spacefaring states

Munoz

istration official told Reuters.

As countries increasingly treat space
as a new military domain, the U.S.-led
agreement is also emblematic of NA-
SA’s growing role as a tool of American
diplomacy and is expected to stoke
controversy among Washington’s space
rivals such as China.

“NASAs all about science and technol-
ogy and discovery, which are critically
important, but I think less salient is the
idea that NASA is a tool of diplomacy,”
NASA administrator Jim Bridenstine

would be unproductive, a senior admin-

said Tuesday.

Stay Safe! B U S I N E S s Wash Your Hands!

Models Double In Size To Predict
More U.S. Deaths As States
Relax To Social Distancing

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

A key model of the coronavirus pandem-
ic favored by the White House nearly
doubled its prediction Monday for how
many people will die from the virus in
the U.S. by August — primarily because
states are reopening too soon.

The Institute for Health Metrics and
Evaluation at the University of Wash-
ington’s School of Medicine is now
projecting 134,000 coronavirus-related
fatalities, up from a previous prediction
of 72,000. Factoring in the scientists’
margin of error, the new prediction rang-
es from 95,000 to 243,000.

Dr. Christopher Murray, the director of
IMHE, told reporters on a call Monday
the primary reason for the increase is
many states’ “premature relaxation of
social distancing.”

For the first time, Murray explained, the
model is factoring in data from four dif-
ferent cell phone providers showing a
major uptick in Americans’ going out in
public.

The document projects upwards of
175,000 new cases of Covid-19, the
respiratory illness caused by the novel
coronavirus, each day. (AP Photo)
This rise of mobility in the last week or
10 days is likely leading to an increase in
transmission, he said.

Monday’s update is the fourth since the
model debuted in late March. It’s been
relied on by the White House in recent
months because it presents a more opti-
mistic forecast on health system capac-
ity, cases and deaths than other experts
have predicted.

A key model of the coronavirus pandem-

ic favored by the White House nearly
doubled its prediction Monday for how
many people will die from the virus in
the U.S. by August — primarily because
states are reopening too soon.

The Institute for Health Metrics and
Evaluation at the University of Wash-
ington’s School of Medicine is now
projecting 134,000 coronavirus-related
fatalities, up from a previous prediction
of 72,000. Factoring in the scientists’
margin of error, the new prediction rang-
es from 95,000 to 243,000.

Dr. Christopher Murray, the director of
IMHE, told reporters on a call Monday
the primary reason for the increase is
many states’ “premature relaxation of
social distancing.”

A man walks along a street closed to
vehicle traffic as the city expands ar-
eas for pedestrians to walk and to keep
a recommended safe distance on May
04, 2020 in New York City. (Photo/
Getty Images)

For the first time, Murray explained, the
model is factoring in data from four dif-
ferent cell phone providers showing a
major uptick in Americans’ going out in
public.

This rise of mobility in the last week or
10 days is likely leading to an increase in
transmission, he said.

Monday’s update is the fourth since the
model debuted in late March. It’s been
relied on by the White House in recent
months because it presents a more opti-
mistic forecast on health system capac-
ity, cases and deaths than other experts
have predicted.

Even with its latest forecast, the Uni-
versity of Washington model is still far
more optimistic than a model developed
by Johns Hopkins for CDC predicting as
many as 3,000 deaths per day by June.

Murray said that model, which the New
York Times published Monday, is likely
inaccurate.

“Our numbers are nowhere near that
level,” he said, noting that IMHE is fore-
casting 890 deaths per day by June 1.
“This relates very much to whether the
models think there is going to be a large,
New York-style epidemic in some states.
We don’t see that because we’re building
into the modeling the rising temperatures
and rising testing and contact tracing.
That will put the brakes on transmission
enough that we won’t see 3,000 deaths a
day by June 1.”

The White House on Monday acknowl-
edged the existence of the internal ad-
ministration document but asserted that
the grim modeling had not gone through
interagency vetting and “is not reflec-
tive” of any projections from or analyzed
by the White House coronavirus task
force.

In a statement to reporters, White House
deputy press secretary Judd Deere said
that the internal report obtained by The
New York Times was “not a White House
document” and hadn’t been presented to
the coronavirus task force.

The alarming modeling comes as some
states are already beginning to put parts
of the White House’s phased reopening
plan into motion despite concerns that
the administration’s guidelines for doing
so have not yet been met. It also under-
scores fears that moving too fast to relax
strict social-distancing restrictions could
fuel a dangerous second wave of infec-
tions.

The CDC document found some reason
for optimism, noting that nationwide,
the trajectory of new illnesses in “mul-
tiple counties, including hard hit areas in

Louisiana and in the New York City re-
gion” has continued to decrease, and that
incidence rates have recently plateaued
around Chicago.

Still, it found that there “remains a large
number of counties whose burden [of
illness] continues to grow or are in an
elevated incidence plateau, including
in the Great Lakes region, parts of the
Southeast, Northeast, and around south-
ern California.” The document includes
a color-coded map of the country with
darker spots peppered throughout, and it
states that the goal “is to have all com-
munities be represented in the lighter
colors, demonstrating little to no disease
burden and no increase in trajectory.”
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Deere on Monday defended the White
House plan, which President Donald
Trump released last month with the goal
of returning to some semblance of nor-
malcy and reviving an economy that has
been shuttered over the past two months
due to the virus.

The guidelines “are a scientific driven
approach that the top health and infec-
tious disease experts in the federal gov-
ernment agreed with,” Deere said. “The
health of the American people remains
President Trump’s top priority and that
will continue as we monitor the efforts
by states to ease restrictions.”

For now, IMHE is assuming that every
degree Celsius the temperature goes up
will lead to a 2 percent decline in trans-
mission.

“Are we sure about that? No,” he said.
(Courtesy https://www.msn.com/)
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Houston Surgeon, Nurse
Saving Lives Aboard Navy
Hospital Ship In California

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

A Houston Methodist Hospital surgeon
and ICU nurse are helping to save lives
in California. They’ve spent the past
several weeks aboard the Navy’s hospi-
tal ship, the USNS Mercy.

For Lt. Eduardo Lopez, while the sur-
roundings may feel familiar, his latest
assignment is far from home.

“We are a hospital ship, so day to day,

I am typically in the O.R.” Lt. Lopez
said.

It’s a deployment of a different kind.
“We know we’re going into kind of
harm’s way. It’s different because we’re
used to going to other countries to deal
with whatever conflicts, and this is at
home. So it hits a little differently,” Lt.
Lopez said.

Lt. Lopez is on the USNS Mercy, a
hospital ship that was sent to the coast
of Los Angeles to help with emergency
surgeries to ease pressure on hospitals
there dealing with COVID-19.

But Lopez is not alone. There’s a fa-
miliar face beside him: Lt. Commander

Tim Sehorn.
7V N

Houston Methodist Hospi-

tal surgeon Lt. Eduardo Lopez

and ICU nurse Lt. Commander Tim
Sehorn.

“The operating room is excellent here.
It’s fully staffed with excellent people
and excellent facilities,” Lt. Commander
Sehorn said.

The two are used to working side by
side. They do so often at Houston
Methodist Hospital where Sehorn is a
general surgeon and Lopez is a nurse
anesthetist.

Both were in Houston when they got the

Ryt &

S —

M &4 - BN

7 -

—

S R AT RO AR ACRE 1M R
(Greg Abbott) [* 5 H R E i A Bl B &
BH, FRMGRE R S BBA
LRI, AL BEEGATEA
R T8 BB, S B 18 B A A

B

ZAEFFEROR, BRI EAERE SEH b FHEZRE
HR IR AR, (B Byt 22

MRS F U BB REAREENRR

[ 36 BT BTG A K R 11 IR ]
IEEREAN, R BT 2% B PR AU
FiEFEAD 99 FRAE |, Richmond FUEEHT
e — Bk B R (]ester 1 Unit) , ¥f [It, , KP

I

George #5357 B¥HH
FEETIH.

[FREE B IR E
IR — B LA,
E R A R
ARSI 2 TR e F
5. MNBUF7EEE
BEmMEL, FRhE

R PR AP g B 2 P e 1k g AL
12 B AE Richmond BTN 32 BE SRR
SNEERE, FBUNE B ERTE AR MRS A
MNLEREEME, (T EE TiEeER A . |

S ARFy

FEVIHESS 1B

MRFRE] T, (B R EheE 25
FEEARE, I FRESRRET R

ABHBALEL.

REEFREANZ 2. |

KRENEEHCH
B PR P 5E L8
A AE B i o B 22
. RS A
(WES SRR
PR BN
%, & 2 Rich—
mond PR ER ES
. EIEEM
REEIE. hIR]
AE & {5 4% f B A

18 H B 25% i & , BRE AL (E S
an M IRFEBS AL T T 8 STt A R A
T SEH AR B 35 28

AR R TR - [ RIS T 8N REA PRy
H A, A HE HER AR E A, INEUF

call to come aboard the Mercy.

“I had just got off a call shift at Method-
ist. I was on my way to buy an elliptical
when I got the phone call asking me if I
wanted to go on Mercy,” Lt. Lopez said.
Lopez was a combat medic in the Navy,
and Sehorn joined the Navy Reserves a
few years ago. This is just another way
they’re serving their country.

“I think it gives you a great sense of
pride, to come in with people, provid-
ers, nurses, caregivers from all over the
country, come in and serve an area of
the country we don’t usually see,” Lt.
Commander Sehorn said.

But with their families here Houston,
we all hope these two heroes can come
home soon.

““I'love y’all. I miss y’all. Estella, I love
you very much. To my Abuela, te quiero
mucho,” Lt. Lopez said.

“I love you. Look forward to seeing you
in the future,” Lt. Commander Sehorn
said.

Coronavirus symptoms

The symptoms of coronavirus can be
similar to the flu or a bad cold. Symp-
toms include a fever, cough and short-
ness of breath, according to the Centers
for Disease Control. Some patients also
have nausea, body aches, headaches and
stomach issues. Losing your sense of
taste and/or smell can also be an early
warning sign.

Most healthy people will have mild
symptoms. A study of more than 72,000
patients by the Centers for Disease
Control in China showed 80 percent of
the cases there were mild.

Harris County Judge Signs New Stay-
Home, Work-Safe Order

MAY 2 11:34 a.m. — Harris County
Judge Lina Hidalgo has signed a new
stay-home, work-safe order instructing
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non-essential businesses and workers
not listed in Texas Gov. Greg Abbott’s
reopening plan to remain closed until
May 20.

“We need to remain vigilant for a
phased reopening to work,” the judge
tweeted.

Eh

Lina Hidalgo

(@LinaHidalgoTX
I’ve signed a NEW stay-home work-
safe order. Non-essential Harris County
businesses and others that were not
“reopened” by the Governor’s order
need to stay closed through May 20th.
We need to remain vigilant for a phased
reopening to work.

2,761

10:41 AM - May 2. 2020

Twitter Ads info and privacy 1,587
people are talking about this

But infections can cause pneumonia,
severe acute respiratory syndrome,
kidney failure and even death, accord-
ing to the World Health Organization.
Older people with underlying health
conditions are most at risk for becoming
seriously ill. However, U.S. experts are
seeing a significant number of younger
people being hospitalized, including
some in ICU.

The CDC believes symptoms may ap-
pear anywhere from two to 14 days after
being exposed.

Human coronaviruses are usually
spread through...

* The air by coughing or sneezing
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* Close personal contact, such as touch-
ing or shaking hands

* Touching an object or surface with the
virus on it, then touching your mouth,
nose or eyes before washing your hands.
Help stop the spread of coronavirus

* Stay home when you are sick.

* Eat and sleep separately from your
family members

* Use different utensils and dishes

* Cover your cough or sneeze with your
arm, not your hand.

* If you use a tissue, throw it in the
trash.

* Follow social distancing

Lower your risk

* Wash your hands often with soap and
water for at least 20 seconds. If soap
and water are not available, use an alco-
hol-based hand sanitizer.

* Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and
mouth with unwashed hands.

* Avoid close contact with people who
are sick.

* Clean and disinfect frequently touched
objects and surfaces.

* If you are 60 or over and have an
underlying health condition such as
cardiovascular disease, diabetes or re-
spiratory illnesses like asthma or COPD,
the World Health Organization advises
you to try to avoid crowds or places
where you might interact with people
who are sick.

Get complete coverage of the corona-
virus by texting ‘FACTS’ to 713-526-
1111.

Every 8 minutes,
we respond
to a disaster.
Your donation can
help impact lives.

American
Red Cross
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redcross.org
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