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‘Elbow to elbow:’ North America meat
plant workers fall ill, walk off jobs

CHICAGO/WINNIPEG, Manitoba (Reuters) - At a Wayne
Farms chicken processing plant in Alabama, workers
recently had to pay the company 10 cents a day to buy
masks to protect themselves from the new coronavirus,
according to a meat inspector.

In Colorado, nearly a third of the workers at a JBS USA
beef plant stayed home amid safety concerns for the last
two weeks as a 30-year employee of the facility died fol-
lowing complications from the virus.

And since an Olymel pork plant in Quebec shut on March
29, the number of workers who tested positive for the
coronavirus quintupled to more than 50, according to their
union. The facility and at least 10 others in North America
have temporarily closed or reduced production in about
the last two weeks because of the pandemic, disrupting
food supply chains that have struggled to keep pace with
surging demand at grocery stores.

According to more than a dozen interviews with U.S

and Canadian plant workers, union leaders and industry
analysts, a lack of protective equipment and the nature of
“elbow to elbow” work required to debone chickens, chop
beef and slice hams are highlighting risks for employees
and limiting output as some forego the low-paying work.
Companies that added protections, such as enhanced
cleaning or spacing out workers, say the moves are further

slowing meat production.
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Smithfield Foods, the world’s biggest pork processor, on
Sunday said it is shutting a pork plant indefinitely and warned
that plant shutdowns are pushing the United States “perilously
close to the edge” in meat supplies for grocers.

Lockdowns that aim to stop the spread of the coronavirus have
prevented farmers across the globe from delivering produce to
consumers. Millions of laborers also cannot get to the fields for
harvesting and planting, and there are too few truckers to keep
goods moving.

The United States and Canada are among the world’s biggest
shippers of beef and pork. Food production has continued as
governments try to ensure adequate supplies, even as they
close broad swathes of the economy.

The closures and increased absenteeism among workers have
contributed to drops in the price of livestock, as farmers find
fewer places for slaughter. Since March 25, nearby lean hog
futures have plunged 35%, and live cattle prices shed 15%,
straining the U.S. farm economy.

North American meat demand has dropped some 30% in the
past month as declining sales of restaurant meats like steaks
and chicken wings outweighed a spike in retail demand for
ground beef, said Christine McCracken, Rabobank’s animal
protein analyst.

Frozen meats in U.S. cold storage facilities remain plentiful,
but supply could be whittled down as exports to protein-hun-
gry China increase after a trade agreement removed obstacles
for American meat purchases.
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FILE PHOTO:
Employees wear
face masks at
the JBS USA
meat packing
plant, where

two members

of the staff have
died of coro-
navirus disease
(COVID-19), as
it remains opera-
tional in Greeley,
Colorado, U.S.
April 8, 2020.
REUTERS/Jim

“There’s a huge risk of additional plant closures,” McCracken
said.

JBS had to reduce beef production at a massive plant in
Greeley, Colorado, as about 800 to 1,000 workers a day stayed
home since the end of March, said Kim Cordova, president of
the local United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW)
union that represents employees.

“There’s just not enough people,” Cordova said. She add-

ed that the union knew of at least 50 cases and two deaths
amongemployees as of Friday.

Plant worker Saul Sanchez, known affectionately as “grandpa”
among some co-workers, tested positive for the virus and died
on April 7 at 78 years old, according to his daughter, Beatriz
Rangel. She said he only went from home to work before
developing symptoms, including a low fever.

“I’m heartbroken because my dad was so loyal,” Rangel said.

Brazilian owned JBS confirmed an employee with three de-
cades of experience died from complications associated with
COVID-19, without naming Sanchez. The company said he
had not been at work since March 20, the same day JBS re-
moved people older than 70 from its facilities as a precaution.
He was never symptomatic while at work and never worked in
the facility while sick, according to the company.

JBS said it was working with federal and state governments to
obtain tests for all plant employees.
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Trump: It's my decision when

reopen U.S. economy

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - President Donald Trump said
on Monday it was his decision when to reopen the U.S.
economy, not that of state governors, but legal experts
disagree and governors are going their own way.

FILE PHOTO: U.S. President Donald Trump speaks to re-
porters during an Easter blessing event in the Oval Office
at the White House in Washington, U.S., April 10, 2020.

REUTERS/Yuri Gripas

Trump last month extended federal “stay at home” guide-
lines through April and has made clear he wanted the

economy to reopen as soon as possible after the coronavi-
rus outbreak that has killed nearly 22,000 Americans and

cost millions of jobs.

However, he also has said he would listen to U.S. health
experts and others in making any recommendations.

“It is the decision of the President, and for many good
reasons. With that being said, the Administration and I
are working closely with the Governors, and this will con-
tinue. A decision by me, in conjunction with the Gover-
nors and input from others, will be made shortly!” Trump

wrote on Twitter.

The Republican president accused news media of incor-
rectly saying it was the governors’ decision.

However, legal analysts say a U.S. president has quite
limited power to order citizens back to their places of
employment, or cities to reopen government buildings,

transportation, or local businesses.

While federal health officials have issued anti-coronavi-
rus guidelines including social distancing and wearing
face coverings, Washington has not issued nationwide
recommendations on school closings or shuttering public
services and businesses, leaving individual states to make

those determinations.

A number of states have extended their stay-at-home and

social distancing orders beyond May 1, with
Virginia’s governor targeting June 10.
“All these executive orders are state execu-

tive orders and so, therefore, it would be up
to the state and the governor to undo a lot

of that, said Chris Sununu, the Republican
governor of New Hampshire.

New York Governor Andrew Cuomo, whose
state has been hardest hit by the new coro-
navirus, said Monday he would coordinate

his response with governors of neighboring

states.

the data but remember this is a delicate
balance,” he told reporters.

Each governor needs to make the best
decision for their state and help people

tap federal government benefits, includ-

ing unemployment insurance, Sununu
said in an interview with CNN.

“It’s a pandemic. It has no playbook,”
Sununu said.

But there is the U.S. Constitution.
Under the 10th Amendment, state gov-
ernments have power to police citizens

O

U.S. President
Donald Trump
arrives with
Vice President
Mike Pence to
lead the daily
coronavirus
task force brief-
ing at the White
House in Wash-
ington, U.S,,
April 9, 2020.
REUTERS/
Jonathan Ernst
TPX IMAGES
OF THE DAY

and regulate public welfare.

“This is Federalism 101,” said Robert
Chesney, a professor of national secu-
rity law at the University of Texas. “The
president can advocate to his heart’s
content, but he can’t actually comman-
deer the state governments to make
them change their policies. He has no
such inherent authority, nor is there
any federal statute that purports to give
him such authority”

“So, we'll listen to the experts, we'll follow

BUSINESS

The Whole World Is Asking, “When Will It Be Over?”

There’s Only One Option For A
Global Coronavirus Exit Strategy

Many governments are closing borders and using wartime rhetoric to rally their

populations.

Overview
The COVID-19 pandemic poses an unprecedented threat to both public health
and the global economy.
Only by avoiding nationalist rhetoric and policies, and embracing stronger inter-
national cooperation, can governments protect citizens.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The world that emerges from the coro-
navirus pandemic may be a warring col-
lection of countries that are more closed
off and nationalistic than before. But
without rapid and effective global coop-
eration, the world may not exit this crisis
safely at all.

For now at least, heavy-handed nation-
alist responses predominate. Alongside
curfews, lockdowns, and requisitioning,
governments are closing borders and us-
ing wartime rhetoric to rally their popu-
lations. Global supply chains and trade
are being disrupted not just by lock-
downs, but also by wealthy countries’
competition for supplies.

Soon, however, governments will need
to restart the global economy. And that
will require international cooperation in
several key areas.

The first crucial element of a COVID-19
exit strategy is massive testing (for both
infection and immunity), so that healthy
people can return to work and those who
are infected can get appropriate treat-
ment. For this, countries will need ade-
quate supplies of testing kits and protec-
tive equipment, as well as ventilators and ¢
access to emerging treatments. i
International cooperation is vital to en-
abling mass testing and treatment. A pri-
mary supplier of the swabs used for col-

lecting nasopharyngeal samples, Copan,s |

is based in Northern Italy. The reagents”
used to extract virus RNA from collected
cells are produced mainly by Qiagen, a
German company with a complex glob-
al supply chain. And foreign companies
make roughly half of the ventilators in
the United States; one-third come from

Europe.

And yet, while governors of US states
are bidding against one another for
scarce ventilators, some European gov-
ernments are barring their export. And
a British government minister has said
that the country’s inability to source nec-
essary reagents is slowing down testing.
The solution is to increase cooperation in
production and distribution, using global
supply chains as effectively as possible,
and pooling resources and equipment so
that they can be allocated as the need for
them shifts from one country to anoth-
er. China, for example, is now donating
ventilators to the United States and ex-
porting masks.

A second component of an exit strategy
is effective disease surveillance and con-
trol. True, many countries are balking at
online surveillance of the sort used in
China and South Korea. But with man-
ual contact-tracing being too time-con-
suming, it is hard to envisage an exit
strategy that does not include apps for
this purpose.

Indeed, a new study by researchers at
the University of Oxford suggests that
tracing apps can be effective in reduc-
ing infection rates, even when just 60%
of the population adopts them. Western
societies therefore need to learn from
the successes of China and South Korea,
and balance fears of ramping up their
own governments’ surveillance capacity
against the harm people suffer from be-
ing kept in lockdown.

Advice on social distancing
{lower risk contact)

e Ra b hofe e

Time.

Tracing apps reduce infection rates,
even when just 60% of the population

adopts them.

Image: Science Magazine

Hesitant countries should cooperate
fast to adapt surveillance tools to the
need to protect civil rights. This will
require transparent oversight, clear
principles of fairness (including
equal access and treatment), robust
data protection, and audits of the al-
gorithms used.

Third, a global COVID-19 exit strat-
egy would be safest with an effective
vaccine. Fortunately, international
scientific cooperation is accelerat-
ing progress toward developing one.
Researchers in China, the US, and
Europe are sharing viral genome se-
quences, while doctors from Harvard
University; the Xijing Hospital in
Xi’an, China; and Northern Italy are
working on treatments, and top virol-
ogists are sharing findings on World
Health Organization conference calls
and placing them in online archives
such as medRxiv and bioRxiv.
International cooperation will also
be required to ensure that a vaccine
is deployed globally. In recent days,
the Chinese authorities have report-
ed new cases of COVID-19 that have
been “imported” from other coun-
tries, while some experts in Europe
and North America are already antic-
ipating a second wave of the virus.
Here, history is instructive. Although
vaccinations enabled most wealthy
countries to eliminate smallpox
unilaterally by the late 1940s, the
disease kept returning from outside
their borders. It took a global effort
launched by the WHO to eradicate
smallpox globally by 1978.

There is also a need for an ear-
ly-warning system to detect the
emergence of new or mutated virus-
es. As South Korea has shown, an
early COVID-19 warning enables
a government to react rapidly by
ramping up testing and engaging the
whole population in contact tracing
and containment, thereby potential-
ly reducing the economic and social
costs of an outbreak.

I Coronavirus Expected to Impact

SIOIS)] ' impac:  statista®a
But early warnings require governments to
tell the world about novel infections as soon
as they discover them, which can be a sensi-
tive matter. Countries thus need assurances
that reporting disease outbreaks will not ex-
pose them to instant punishment in the form
of unnecessary travel and trade restrictions,
and that any such measures would be intro-
duced cooperatively.

The world should have learned this lesson
during the SARS and Ebola epidemics of
the last two decades. Travel and trade re-
strictions imposed by 40 countries impeded
the reporting of Ebola outbreaks, hindering
the global response. Similarly, China’s ex-
perience with SARS may have left its lead-
ers less inclined to notify the outside world
about the COVID-19 outbreak. Once they
did, countries closed their borders in ways
that contradicted WHO guidance. After this
crisis is over, governments will need to bol-
ster the early-warning system, on the under-
standing that this requires a cooperative quid
pro quo.

Finally, the faster and more effectively we
act to contain the spread of the virus in the
world’s poorest and most populous coun-
tries, the better we can protect everyone. This
requires urgent investments in prevention
that also depend on cooperation — including
via the Africa Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, the International Monetary
Fund’s emergency financing (which more
than 90 countries have so far requested), and
the World Bank’s emergency health support.
The COVID-19 pandemic poses an unprec-
edented threat to both public health and the
global economy. Only by ditching nationalist
rhetoric and policies, and embracing stron-
ger international cooperation, can govern-
ments protect the people they claim to rep-
resent. (Courtesy World Economic Forum/
weforum.org)
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A woman prays as she leaves flowers outside Residence Herron, a senior’s

long-term care facility, following a number of deaths since the coronavirus A cyclist rides a bike with her dog Kya near the Hallerbos, also known as the “Blue Forest”, that had to be closed
discase (COVID-19) outbreak, in the suburb of Dorval in Montreal Quebec, ‘;00%025; 82 ;)Ilirsl/ss thli_l year due to the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak, near Halle, Belgium April 13,
Canada April 13, 2020. REUTERS/Christinne Muschi - ves Herman

People cover their faces as a health worker fumigates a residential area during a fumigation People wearing protective face masks work on a construction site at the street during a lock-
campaign while the spread of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) continues, on the outskirts p gp &

of Sanaa, Yemen April 13, 2020, REUTERS/Khaled Abdullah down amid the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak, in Ronda, southern Spain, April 13,
2020. REUTERS/Jon Nazca
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A nurse holds bottles of sterilising fluid at the Benghazi Medical Centre during the spread of /A health worker wearing protective gear and a woman walk at the entrance of the Kiev Pechersk
the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in Benghazi, Libya. April 13,2020 REUTERS/Esam Lavra monastery, where multiple cases of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) have been con-
Omran Al-Fetori firmed, in Kiev, Ukraine April 13, 2020. REUTERS/Valentyn Ogirenko

People are seen during an exercise session, as the authorities struggle to contain the coronavirus disease ~ People are seen doing exercises during the coronavirus disease (COVID19) outbreak
(COVID19) outbreak in Abuja, Nigeria April 13, 2020 REUTERS/Afolabi Sotunde in Abuja
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Coronavirus Is Coming For The

il

World’s Poor. Ways To Help

g 4

OVERVIEW
In the world’s least developed countries (LDCs), 900 million people are at risk

from coronavirus;

These countries lack the economic resources and medical infrastructure of their
more developed counterparts but can learn lessons from their response and

benefit from their support;

The global community must help LDCs expand PPE and technology for
frontline workers, ensure an uninterrupted supply of essential medicines and
equitable access to vaccines and medication.

By Guest Writers Duncan Maru, MD, PhD, and Sabitri Sapkota, MPH, PHD

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The ongoing death toll from the
COVID-19 pandemic in developed
countries such as Italy and the US por-
tends a looming disaster in the world’s
most impoverished countries.

The public health responses in some of
Asia’s most advanced economies offer
lessons to other countries bracing for a
potentially dramatic increase in cases,
in particular South Korea’s swift, coor-
dinated and within-democratic-means
response. But most countries do not
enjoy South Korea’s wealth and infra-
structure. What is to be done in those
nearly 50 countries who fall under the
UN’s Least-Developed Country (LDC)
status, home to nearly 900 million peo-
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ple worldwide. As governments around
the world prepare for the worst, what
lessons are relevant to those countries
that lack the economic resources and
medical infrastructure of South Korea?
Take the case of Nepal (a country with
which we are deeply familiar): the
government has taken extraordinary
and necessary measures to prevent the
entry of the virus through its borders.

It has closed schools, cancelled events,
shut down Mount Everest and largely
restricted international travel. These
actions are courageous considering the
enormous economic costs. They are
also notable for being achieved through
democratic, non-coercive means.
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Least Developed Countries (LDCs;
{47 countries) [0Gs]
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The world’s Least Developed Coun-
tries (LDCs) according to the UN
(Graphic: UNCTAD)

Nepal, whose population is approxi-
mately 28 million people, likely has
fewer than 500 intensive care unit beds
in the entire country. Many of its rural
hospitals lack even minimal inpatient
capacity. Diagnostic testing is available
at only a single referral hospital in its
capital, Kathmandu. As governments in
advanced economies announce large-
scale economic assistance and health-
care interventions, we also must not
neglect our fundamental responsibility
to support the response efforts — in a
large-scale, ambitious way — for LDCs.
With that in mind, here are six crucial
measures that the global community
can implement to support LDCs. As
places like Taiwan, China, South Korea,
Singapore, Japan and Hong Kong bring
their outbreaks until control, they can
and must contribute their expertise and
resources to support LDCs, particularly
in Asia.

1. Early, coordinated social distancing
is absolutely essential to risk mitiga-
tion

Much of the focus in global COVID-19
pandemic responses right now centres
around mass social distancing measures
— school, event and business closures,
working from home, restrictions on
travel and social gatherings. These
measures are essential and the global
community can support such efforts by
sharing data, protocols and ensuring re-
gional cohesion in cross-border policies
around migration and trade.
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2. Make plans now

for the expansion of
personal protective
equipment (PPE) and
testing capacity

As international trade
and supply chains are
decimated, COVID-19
testing and personal
protective gear needs to
be stockpiled by LDCs
right now. They can only
do this with extensive
financial and technical
support from other countries. These
donor countries, tragically, are the same
ones who have been hard hit by the pan-
demic. Yet we have to ramp up the man-
ufacturing and distribution of supplies
and avoid the perception that we have
limited resources to spread amongst all
the countries. Even with the ongoing
pandemic and the economic crisis, the
world has the resources to do this. We
have to mobilize like never before.
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3. Invest in hospital capacity every-
where

Given the fact that COVID-19 outbreaks
disseminate through geographies quick-
ly, targeted, nationalized treatment cen-
tres will have minimal impact on severe
cases. The epidemiology of respiratory
viruses like that causing COVID-19.
The global community again must
mobilize with training (even if largely
virtual), supplies and protocols.What is
the World Economic Forum doing to
champion social innovation?

4. Connect frontline healthcare work-
ers with the technology, PPE, and
protocols they need

There is much that can be accom-
plished by healthcare workers using

simple mobile technology to help triage
patients and recommend home isolation
for those safe to do so. This is essential
for focusing scant hospital resources

on the sickest patients and avoiding
hospital transmission with long queues.
Many LDCs like Nepal have themselves
pioneered the use of community-based
healthcare delivery and promotion ac-
tivities and can mobilize this infrastruc-
ture. They need the right training and
technology tools in time to be effective.
5. Ensure uninterrupted supply of
essential medicines

As seen with Ebola, there will be
disruptions in essential primary care ser-
vices owing to the COVID-19 pandemic
in LDCs. Much can be done to prevent
this through working proactively now
on supply chains with Ministries of
Health around the globe.

6. Ensure early and equitable access
to vaccines and medications

While the first wave of response to the
COVID-19 pandemic is unlikely to have
biomedical tools available to it, prepa-
rations should now be made to ensure
eventual equitable access to vaccines
and antivirals. For influenza, vaccina-
tion and anti-virals are almost entirely
absent in LDCs, who shoulder an
enormous burden of the up to 500,000
estimated annual global deaths due to
seasonal influenza.

COVID-19 demonstrates in tragic,

bold relief that all countries are in this
fight together. Finding the resources to
fight it is not a zero-sum game. Indeed,
abandoning the world’s most impover-
ished countries now will only lead to an
enormous number of preventable deaths
and further global economic instability
that puts all of our community at ongo-
ing risk. A truly global fight is a moral
priority.

Duncan Maru, MD, PhD, and Sabitri
Sapkota, MPH, PHD with the Arnhold
Institute for Global Health and the
Department of Health Systems Design
and Global Health at Icahn School of
Medicine at Mount Sinai. (Courtesy
https://www.weforum.org/)
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ECONOMICAL, NUTRITIOUS & DELICIOUS
e XEMER/ERIEH SEMRE

Preffered Brand at home and in restaurants.
e (ER 548 Finest Quality

traditional rice dish.

a B 5 = K A9 AX BE 57 8 e R I H

Available at Your Favorite Distributor

Contact:
Phone:
E-mail:

Cesar Vazquez
713-535-8215
cvazquez@riviana.com

s BAAMNFEIMNER » BER » FIEF(EMKEEES

Excellent for Fried Rice, Steamed Rice, Spring Rolls or any
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Four Fields for Cultivating Peace:
A proposition for Uplifting the Character of Humanity

% Mind: Cultivating a peaceful mind lies in reducing desires

& Body: Cultivating a peaceful body lies in hard work and thrift
& Family: Cultivating a peaceful family lies in love and respect
& Activity: Cultivating peaceful activity lies in being honest and upright
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