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U.S. urged to go slow on easing coronavi-
rus lockdown, even as jobless claims surge

WASHINGTON/NEW YORK (Reuters) - The top U.S.
infectious disease expert on Thursday warned against
reopening the economy too soon in the face of improv-
ing data on the coronavirus outbreak but a third week of
massive jobless claims underscored the huge economic
cost to social distancing measures aimed at curbing the

. >
virus spread.

FILE PHOTO: Members of the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers stand outside the Miami Beach Convention Center
as they prepare to build a coronavirus field hospital inside
the facility, amid the coronavirus (COVID-19) disease
outbreak, in Miami Beach, Florida, U.S., April 8, 2020.

REUTERS/Marco Bello

Several officials have hailed the apparent success of miti-
gation efforts shown in death projections that have been
scaled down to 60,000 from more than 100,000, but Dr.
Anthony Fauci said it was important that people continue

to stay home.

“We've got to continue to redouble our efforts at the
mitigation of physical separation in order to keep those
numbers down and hopefully even get them lower than
what you've heard recently;” Fauci, director of the National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, said on CBS

“This Morning?”

Stay-at-home orders that have closed non-essential work-

places in 42 states have drastically slowed the once-hum-

ming U.S. economy and thrown millions of people out of

work.

Fauci, appearing on several morning televi-
sion programs, affirmed that recent models

for jobless benefits in the past three weeks.

A University of Washington model often
cited by U.S. and state officials projects
that COVID-19, the respiratory ailment
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died, according to Johns Hopkins
University.

With several state unemployment insurance offices
deluged in recent weeks, 6.6 million workers applied for
jobless benefits in the week ended April 4, the U.S. Labor
Department said on Thursday. That followed 6.9 million
jobless applications the week before, the most since the
Great Recession of 2008.

showing fewer deaths than previously pro-
jected were evidence that social distancing
and other efforts at keeping people apart
were slowing the spread of the virus.

“So I believe we're going to see a downturn
in that, and it looks more like the 60,000
than the 100,000-200,000,” Fauci said on the

caused by coronavirus, will claim 60,415
American lives by Aug. 4, with the peak
coming on Easter Sunday this weekend,
when it projects that 2,212 will die.

By Thursday morning, more than
432,000 U.S. residents had tested positive
for the virus, and around 14,800 had

New York state, epicenter of America’s
coronavirus crisis, set another sin-
gle-day record of COVID-19 deaths on
Wednesday. Veteran doctors and nurs-
es voiced astonishment at the speed
with which patients were deteriorating
and dying.

In all, some 16.8 million American workers have applied

NBC “Today” program.

Stay home!
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Work safe!

Death Toll To Be More Like 60,000

Rather Than 100,000 To 200,000

Dr. Fauci Outlines Return To “Normal”
Once Coronavirus Outbreak Weakens

Dr. Anthony Fauci
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

WASHINGTON — Dr. Anthony Fauci
said Thursday that he thinks the U.S.
may be experiencing the “beginning”
of the flattening of the curve with the
coronavirus outbreak, but added that the
virus will determine when life returns to
normal.

In an interview on NBC’s “TODAY”
show, co-host Savannah Guthrie asked
Fauci, the nation’s top infectious disease
expert, whether people will be able to be
out and about again by summer.

“I hope that’s the case, Savannah,” Fauci
said, but he added that the virus “deter-
mines the timetable.” President Don-
ald Trump has been itching to reopen
the economy, saying Wednesday that it
should happen “sooner rather than later.”
Fauci, director of the National Institute
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, said
he’s “cautiously optimistic” that the U.S.
may soon start to see a “turnaround and
that curve not only flatten, but coming
down.” He made clear, however, that
when the U.S. attempts to return to nor-
mal, the virus won’t suddenly disappear.
“When we attempt to get back to normal,
we have to have in place the ability, when
it starts to try and rear its ugly head, we
can absolutely suppress it by identifica-
tion, isolation, contact tracing,” he said.

Fauci also warned that the crisis is a ma-
jor wake-up call that this could reoccur

in the future.
Flattening the curve

Yox

“When you’re talking about getting back
to normal, we know now that we can get
hit by a catastrophic outbreak like this,”
he said. “It can happen again, so we re-
ally need to be prepared to respond in a
much more vigorous way.”

Various companies are now developing
antibody tests, which are blood tests
that will help determine how many
people were previously infected with
COVID-19 but were asymptomatic.
They will also help show whether those
who were infected are protected from
contracting the virus again. Fauci said
that companies have said these tests will
be made available in large quantities in a
matter of days or weeks. Officials have
been saying the tests could be used to
decide when to reopen things again and
allow people back to work.

Asked if he envisions a scenario in
which all Americans would be tested and
the results would allow certain people to
return to society, Fauci expressed doubt
that every American could be tested. But
when the U.S. reaches the point of flood-
ing society with the antibody tests, Fau-
ci said, “I think something akin to what
you’re saying is possible.”

The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention issued new guidance Wednesday
night for “critical infrastructure work-
ers” that lay out criteria to meet and
recommendations to follow before they
return to work. (Courtesy https://www.
nbcnews.com/)

Dr. Fauci agrees NY likely seeing flat-
tening of the curve on coronavirus

Dr. Anthony Fauci agreed Thursday that
New York is likely seeing the “flattening
of the curve” in its coronavirus crisis —
while revealing that antibody tests could
be available in “days to weeks.”
America’s top infectious disease expert
agreed “with cautious optimism” that
Gov. Andrew Cuomo was correct in pre-
dicting the Empire State had reached its
peak and could soon see lowering daily
death tolls.

“I don’t want to jump the gun on that, but
I think that is the case,” Fauci said on the
“Today” show Thursday.

Dr. Anthony Fauci

“I’'m always very cautious about jump-
ing the gun and saying, ‘Well, we have
turned the corner’ but I think we are real-
ly looking at the beginning of that, which
would really be very encouraging. We
need that right now,” he said.

“So we are hoping, with cautious opti-
mism, that at the same time we’re in for
a bad week, we’re going to start to see a
turnaround. And I think it will.”
However, he warned against people get-
ting too excited by the news and lifting

the isolation measures that he said have
helped improve the crisis.

Fauci also said antibody tests that would
let people know if they have already
been infected — potentially allowing
them to resume normal life — could be
available sooner than expected.

“The antibody tests are developed,” he
said, saying that some are “validated
to show they are consistent.” (Courtesy
https://nypost.com/)

Drs. Birx and Fauci credit Americans
for flattening the coronavirus curve

A key model used in projecting the num-
ber of COVID-19 related deaths has seen
a steep decline in recent days, as White
House officials say the models prove that
social distancing measures are working.
On Wednesday, the University of Wash-
ington’s Institute for Health Metrics and
Evaluation updated its projection to a
range of 31,000 to 126,000 Americans
dying from coronavirus-related illness-
es through August. The model’s best
guess is around 60,000 fatalities from
COVID-19.

Last weekend, the model’s best guess
was that around 93,000 Americans
would die from the virus.

President Donald Trump listens as
Dr. Deborah Birx, White House coro-
navirus response coordinator, speaks
about the coronavirus in the James
Brady Press Briefing Room of the
White House, Wednesday, April 8,
2020, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex
Brandon)

However, scientists note that the model
is only as good as the data, and that data
is still coming in. The model also does
not analyze a potential second wave,
which experts such as Dr. Anthony Fauci
expect could come in the fall.

White House coronavirus task force ex-
pert Dr. Deborah Birx said the model’s

downward trend is an indication that
Americans are heeding the call to stay at
home.

“That is modeled on what America is
doing,” Dr. Birx said. “I think what has
been so remarkable to those of us who
have been in the fields for so long is how
important behavioral change is and how
amazing Americans are adapting to the
behavioral changes and that is what is
changing the cases and that is what will
change the mortality going forward.”
Dr. Fauci echoed Birx’s sentiments, but
added that continued mitigation needs to
continue as there is still a lot that is un-
known about the spread of COVID-19.

ESTAY
AT
HOME®

“We know now for sure that the miti-
gation we have been doing is having a
positive effect, but you don’t see it until
weeks later,” Dr. Fauci said. “Remember
this past weekend, when all of us got in
front of this podium and mentioned this
would be a very bad week. At the same
time, we said we hope to see a change
in the daily hospitalizations and integra-
tions -- intubations. New York is starting
to see that .

“Don’t get complacent. What will hap-
pen two and a half weeks from now -- as
Dr. Birx said, everyone is as susceptible
to everyone else to getting infected, it is
what happens to you after you get infect-
ed.”

Part of the reason for the lowered death
projected death toll is that the peak of the
virus is expected to come several days
sooner, now on April 12.

As of late Wednesday night, Johns Hop-
kins University reported 14,739 US
deaths, nearly one-third in New York
City, which has become the worldwide
epicenter of the virus. Nearly 2,000 US
fatalities were reported on Wednesday.
(Courtesy  https://www.thedenverchan-
nel.com/)
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Scottish soldiers prepare to test the NHS workers for coronavirus disease
(COVID-19), in a new testing facility, which has been set up at Glasgow Air-
port, in Glasgow, Scotland, Britain April 9, 2020.
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Scottish soldiers test the NHS workers for coronavirus disease (COVID-19), in a new testing facility, which has
been set up at Glasgow Airport, in Glasgow, Scotland, Britain April 9, 2020. MINISTRY OF DEFENCE/Cpl
Nathan Tanuku/CROWN COPYRIGHT 2020/Handout via REUTERS
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Canada’s Minister of Health Patty Hajdu attends a news conference, as efforts continue to help . . s
slow the spread of coronavirus disease (COVID-19), in Ofttawa, Ontario, Canada April 9, 2020. Anders Gadegaard poses after performing a livestream Good Thursday worship in front of more

REUTERS/Blair Gable than one hundred selfies, all sent by.the congregatiqn via the int.ernet, at the- Chl.lI'Ch of Our
Lady in Copenhagen, Denmark April 9, 2020. Martin Sylvest/Ritzau Scanpix/via REUTERS
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A municipality worker in a protective suit feeds street cats at Sultanahmet Square, as the Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau attends a news conference at Rideau Cottage, while the
spread of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) continues in Istanbul, Turkey, April 9, 2020. spread of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) continues, in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada April 9,

2020. REUTERS/Blair Gable TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

A view of an Odense Havnebad during the spread of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in Odense, Tensions flare as homeless people attempt to speak to journalists at a camp set up by

Denmark April 9, 2020. Picture taken with a drone. Mikkel Berg Pedersen/Ritzau Scanpix/via REU- disaster management authorities during the 21-day nationwide lockdown aimed at
TERS ATTENTION EDITORS - limiting the spread of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in Cape Town
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US Jobless Claims Soar To Over
Six Million As Labor Market
Rout Continues

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Jobless claims filed in the United States
soared to a near-record high of more
than 6 million for the week ending April
4, as CCP virus-related lockdowns and
closures continued to drive deep layoffs.
The number of initial jobless claims
filed across the country, which is a mea-
sure of the number of Americans filing
new unemployment claims and is the
most timely data on economic health,
surged to 6,606,000, a slight drop of
261,000 from the previous week’s
revised level, the Department of Labor
figures show (pdf).

The previous week’s figures were
revised up by 219,000 from 6,648,000
to 6,867,000.

Economists polled by Reuters said they
expected weekly jobless claims for the
week ended April 4 to come it at 5.25
million, while some estimates were as
high as 9.295 million.

“These dismal numbers suggest another
record-breaking April jobs report,” said
Beth Ann Bovino, chief U.S. economist
at S&P Global Ratings in New York.
“America is now in recession and as it
appears to deepen, the question is how

long it will it take before the U.S. recov-
ers,” Bovino said.

Visitors to the New York State Depart-
ment of Labor are turned away at the
door by personnel due to closures over
CCP virus concerns in New York on
March 18, 2020. (John Minchillo/AP
Photo)

Thursday’s jobless figures are a near-his-
toric high for weekly unemployment
claims in the United States, amounting to
almost 10 times the pre-COVID-19 crisis
record of 695,000, set in 1982. The new
claims bring the number of Americans
seeking unemployment benefits in the last
three weeks to over 15 million.

The Department of Labor blamed the
spike in unemployment on the pandemic.
“The COVID-19 virus continues to
impact the number of initial claims and its
impact is also reflected in the increasing
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levels of insured unemployment,” the
agency said.

The preliminary unemployment rate was
5.1 percent for the week ending March
28, an increase of 3.0 percentage points
from the previous week’s unrevised rate,
the agency said.

The mounting economic fallout almost
certainly signals the onset of a global
recession, with job losses that are likely
to dwarf those of the Great Recession
more than a decade ago.

Roughly 95 percent of the U.S. popula-
tion is now under stay-at-home orders,
and many factories, restaurants, stores,
and other businesses are closed or have
seen sales shrivel.

“My anxiety is through the roof right
now, not knowing what’s going to hap-
pen,” said Laura Wieder, laid off from

her job managing a now-closed sports
bar in Bellefontaine, Ohio.

Unionized hospitality workers wait
in line in a basement garage to apply
for unemployment benefits at the
Hospitality Training Academy in Los
Angeles on March 13, 2020. (Marcio
Jose Sanchez/AP Photo)

The $2.2 trillion emergency relief bill
signed into law by President Donald
Trump on March 27 gives states more
flexibility to extend unemployment
compensation.

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Eco-
nomic Security (CARES) Act expands
states’ ability to provide unemployment
insurance for many workers impacted
by the COVID-19 pandemic, includ-
ing for workers who are not ordinarily
eligible for unemployment benefits like
independent contractors.

Still, many economists believe there

is still more downside for the labor
market.
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“The labor market has entered a trau-
matic period,” said Gregory Daco, chief
U.S. economist at Oxford Economics

in New York. “We foresee the unem-
ployment rate spiking to 14 percent in
April.”

‘Not in Free Fall’
Speaking on Face the Nation on Sunday,
St. Louis Federal Reserve President
James Bullard said he did not believe
the U.S. economy or jobs market was in
“free fall” amid the epidemic.

“We’re asking people to stay home to
invest in national health,” Bullard said,
adding, “The uptake on the unemploy-
ment insurance program is a good thing
because it means you’re getting the
transfers to the people that are being
disrupted by this health-ordered shut-
down.”

The Fed’s St. Louis district in late
March estimated that some 47 million
Americans could lose their jobs as a
result of the virus-driven economic
fallout, which would bring the rate to
around 32 percent.

Bullard told Bloomberg radio on March
30 that he expected unemployment
within a range of between 10 and 42
percent, adding that he expected the
economy to rebound sharply after the
virus is defeated.

A doctor speaks with a homeless
man in San Francisco, California, on
March 17, 2020. (Josh Edelson/AFP/
Getty Images)

A recent Goldman Sachs forecast
predicted a 9 percent slide in gross
domestic product (GDP) for the first
quarter and a 34 percent plunge in the
second quarter.

“This large drop in GDP is consistent
with 19.8 million jobs lost by July,
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bringing unemployment rates across the
country into the mid-teens,” analysts

at a Washington-based think tank said
of Goldman’s figures, adding their own
dire forecast of 20 million jobs lost by
summer.

“Our estimate is much larger than was
predicted even a week ago, when the
forecasting implied 14 million would be
furloughed or laid off,” The Economic
Policy Institute (EPI) said in an April

1 note that blamed the COVID-19 out-
break for the carnage in labor markets.
“This kind of upending of the labor
market in such a short time is unheard
of,” said Heidi Shierholz, an economist
at EPL.

Bank of America analysts forecast simi-
lar figures. In a report released on April
2, the analysts project that 16 million to
20 million jobs will be lost within a few
months. They expect unemployment

to soar to more than 15 percent, worse
than the figures during the recession in
2007-2009.

Both Bank of America and Goldman
Sachs expect a sharp rebound after the
pandemic subsides in the United States.
(Courtesy https://www.ntd.com/)

Every 8 minutes,
we respond
to a disaster.

Your donation can
help impact lives.

American

LW Red Cross

redcross.org
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