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China mourns thousands who died In

BEIING/WUHAN, China (Reuters) - China on Saturday
mourned the thousands of “martyrs” who have died in the
coronavirus outbreak, flying the national flag at half mast
across the country and suspending all forms of entertain-
ment.

The day of mourning coincided with the start of the
annual Qingming tomb-sweeping festival, when millions
of Chinese families pay respects to their ancestors.

At 10 a.m. (0200 GMT) Beijing time, the country ob-
served a three-minute silence to mourn those who died,
including frontline medical workers and doctors.

China says all coronavirus clinical research must be reg-
istered China’s Guangxi region tightens border controls
amid rise in imported coronavirus cases

In Zhongnanhai, the seat of political power in Beijing,
President Xi Jinping and other Chinese leaders paid silent
tribute in front of the national flag, with white flowers
pinned to their chest as a mark of mourning, state media
reported.

More than 3,300 people in mainland China have died in
the epidemic, which first surfaced in the central province
of Hubei late last year, according to statistics published by
the National Health Commission.

In Wuhan, the capital of Hubei and the epicenter of the
outbreak, all traffic lights in urban areas turned red at 10
a.m. and traffic came to a halt for three minutes.

www.today-america.com |

Some 2,567 people have died in Wuhan, a city of 11 million
people located in the middle reaches of the Yangtze river. The
Wuhan deaths account for more than 75% of the country’s
coronavirus fatalities.

Among those who died was Li Wenliang, a young doctor who
tried to raise the alarm about the disease. Li was honored by
the Hubei government this week, after initially being repri-
manded by police in Wuhan for “spreading rumors”.

On Saturday, Hubei province’s top official Ying Yong visit-

ed the families of Li, as well as the relatives of Liu Zhiming
— the dean of the city’s Wuchang Hospital, and Wu Yong, a
community policeman who also both died after catching the
virus, local television reported.

Offering his condolences, Ying told the families “the spirit of
the martyrs must be carried on.”

The Chinese national flag flies at half-mast at the headquar-
ters of the People’s Bank of China, the central bank (PBOC),
as China holds a national mourning for those who died of

the coronavirus disease (COVID-19), on the Qingming
tomb-sweeping festival in Beijing, China April 4, 2020. REU-
TERS/Carlos Garcia Rawlins

Gui Yihong, 27, who was among thousands of Wuhan locals
who volunteered to deliver food supplies to hospitals during
the city’s months-long lockdown, recalled the fear, frustration
and pain at Wuhan Central Hospital, where Li worked.

“If you weren’t at the frontlines you wouldn’t be able to expe-
rience this,” said Gui, as he laid flowers next to Wuhan’s 1954
flood memorial by the Yangtze.
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People holding
flowers observe a
moment of silence
at a memorial
event in Beijing
as China holds a
national mourning
for those who died
of the corona-
virus disease
(COVID-19), on
the Qingming
tomb-sweeping
festival, April 4,
2020. cnsphoto
via REUTERS

“I had to (come) and bear witness. For the last 80 days we had
fought between life and death, and finally gained victory. It
was not easy at all to come by.”

While the worst is behind Wuhan, the virus has spread across
the world since January, killing more than 55,000 people, in-
fecting more than a million and paralyzing the global economy.
Wuhan banned all tomb-sweeping activities in its cemeteries
until at least April 30, curtailing one of the most important
dates in the traditional Chinese lunar new year calendar,
usually sees millions of families travel to tend to their
ancestral graves, offer flowers and burn incense.

They have also told residents, most stuck at home

due to lockdown restrictions, to use online streaming

services to watch live as cemetery staff carry out those tasks.
ASYMPTOMATIC CASES

Online, celebrities including “X-Men: Days of Future Past”
star Fan Bingbing swapped their usual social media profile
pictures for somber photos in gray or black, garnering millions
of “likes” from fans.

Chinese gaming and social media giant Tencent suspended all
online games on Saturday.

As of Friday, the total number of confirmed cases across the
country stood at 81,639, including 19 new infections, the Na-
tional Health Commission said.

Eighteen of the new cases involved travelers arriving from
abroad. The remaining one new infection was a local case in
Wuhan, a patient who was previously asymptomatic.
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New York in ‘race against time’ as

Trump

stresses face masks are voluntary

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Two of the principal U.S. corona-
virus hot spots - New York and Louisiana - reported their
biggest jumps in COVID-19 deaths yet on Friday, as the
White House sent mixed messages on whether Americans
should cover their face if they venture outdoors.

Surging deaths in New York City and New Orleans
showed that a wave of lethal coronavirus infections ex-
pected to overwhelm hospitals, even in relatively affluent,
urban areas with extensive healthcare systems, has begun
to crash down on the United States.

Governors, mayors and physicians have voiced alarm for
weeks over crippling scarcities of personal protective gear
for first-responders and front-line healthcare workers, as
well as ventilators and other medical supplies.

With the federal government’s national strategic stock-
pile of such equipment nearly depleted, states have been
forced essentially to compete against each other on the
open market for vital resources.

Cities across the country have also scrambled to expand
hospital capacity and recruit healthcare professionals out
of retirement to meet looming shortages of sick beds and
personnel.

New York City, the pandemic’s U.S. epicenter, has mere
days to prepare for the worst of the outbreak, said Mayor
Bill de Blasio, whose city has suffered more than a quarter
of the 7,000-plus coronavirus deaths to date nationwide.

New York is in an “extraordinary race against time,” de
Blasio told a news briefing on Friday, renewing his call for
the federal government to mobilize the U.S. military.

“We're dealing with an enemy that is killing thousands of
Americans, and a lot of people are dying who don’t need
to die,” he said. “You can't say, every state for themselves,

except for essential outings such as grocery
shopping or seeing a doctor, have heard
conflicting guidance in recent days about the

himself.

“With the masks, it’s going to be a really
voluntary thing. You can do it, you don’t

A Healthcare
worker arrives
at Mount

Sinai Hospital,
during the
outbreak coro-
navirus disease
(COVID-19)
outbreak, in
New York City,
U.S., April 3,
2020. REU-
TERS/Brendan
McDermid

hospital recounted arriving at work
on Friday to learn that three of his

need for wearing face masks in public.

At the White House on Friday, President
Donald Trump seemed to muddy the waters
further when he announced that federal
health authorities are now recommending

have to do it. I'm choosing not to do it,”
he said. Doctors and nurses, many lack-
ing adequate supplies of medical-grade
face masks and other protective gear,
were already confronting an onslaught
from COVID-19, the respiratory illness

COVID-19 patients had died that
morning. A few hours later, he had
intubated two others.

“TI've never seen anything like this. I've
never even heard of something like
this in the developed world,” he told

every city for themselves. That is not America.”

Americans, almost all of them under orders to stay home

individuals wear cloth face coverings to stem
transmission of the virus. But he stressed the
advisory was purely voluntary, and that he
would not be heeding the recommendation

virus.

caused by the highly contagious corona-

One physician at a New York City

Reuters on condition of anonymity,
because he was not authorized to speak
with the media.

Stay home!

BUSINESS verse

Worldwide Novel Coronavirus Infections
Have Surpassed The One Million Mark

Confirmed cases of COVID-19Q

\s of April 2, 4:30pm EDT

Total confirmed cases

1,002,159

51,485

Deaths Recoveries

208,630

Top countries by confirmed case count

1. US. 236,339 & . France 59,929 11. Belgium 15,348
2. ltaly 115,242 7. lran 50,468 12. Netherlands 14,784
3. Spain iie, 238 8. UK. 34,164 13. Austria ii,1es
4 . Germany 84, 4600 9. Switzerland 18,827 14. Canada 16,182
5. China 81,589 1@ . Turkey 18,135 15. South Korea 9.97&6

Data: The Center for Systems Science and Engineering at Johns Hopkins, the
CDC and China’s Health Ministry. Note: China numbers are for the mainland
only and U.S. numbers include repatriated citizens and confirmed plus pre-

sumptive cases from the CDC

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Novel coronavirus infections have now
surpassed the one million mark after
“near exponential growth” that’s reached
“almost every country,” World Health
Organization Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said last Thurs-
day.

The big picture: Policy responses to
the global coronavirus crisis have been
“every-country-for-itself” and — in the
case of the U.S. and China — tinged with
geopolitics. But, the scientific work un-
derway to understand the virus and de-
velop a vaccine has been globalized on
an unprecedented scale.

The latest: The global death toll ex-
ceeded 50,000 on Thursday, per Johns
Hopkins data. “The number of deaths
has more than doubled in the past week,”
Tedros said during a WHO briefing. Italy
has the highest reported count of 14,000
deaths.

» About 60% of deaths reported world-

wide have come from Italy, Spain,
France and U.K. In the U.K., 500 people
were reported dead within 24 hours as of
Wednesday, per Johns Hopkins data.

« Ali Larijani, Iran’s parliament speaker,
tested positive and is receiving medical
treatment in quarantine, Iran’s state-run
IRNA news agency reported Thursday.

* 74% of Jordanians approve of their
government’s measures, which started
with a round-the-clock curfew that now
lasts from 6 p.m. until 10 a.m. — and
driving is banned during the day.

(Y =

« Taiwan plans to donate 10 million sur-
gical face masks to the U.S., European

Union and other allies, President Tsai Ing-wen said Wednesday.
The country pledged to send 100,000 masks to the U.S. per
week.

« Sanctions on Venezuela, Iran, Syria and Cuba should be lifted
“to prevent hunger crises” amid the COVID-19 pandemic, Hilal
Elver, the United Nations’ Special Rapporteur on the Right to
Food, said Tuesday.

« Alandmark U.N. climate change summit, originally sched-
uled for November in Glasgow, Scotland, is being delayed until
next year.

Economic impact: The virus has caused a “global shock” and
significant economic pain “seems unavoidable in all countries,”
the World Bank said in an update for East Asia and the Pacific
on Monday.

* The World Bank projected growth in China, where the out-
break began, would slow 2.3% in the baseline scenario, or as
low as 0.1% in the lower-case scenario.

* Nearly 10 million people in the U.S. have filed for unemploy-
ment in the past few weeks.

U.S. Coronavirus Updates
Unemployment Filings Break
Record, Death Toll Nears 6,000

Rebecca Falconer, Orion Rummler, Marisa Fernandez
Confirmed U.S. cases of COVID-19

Total confirmed casen Deatha

215,417

Data: The Center for Systems Science and Engineering at
Johns Hopkins; (Map: Andrew Witherspoon/Axios)

Over the past two weeks, 10 million Americans have filed for
unemployment, with millions to come. The jobless hits right
now are like a natural disaster striking every state at the same
time.

The Stimulus Package: Payments to Americans from the $2.2
trillion stimulus package will be distributed in mid-April, but
those without IRS direct deposit accounts may not receive
checks until August, according to a House Ways and Means
Committee memo first reported by CNN and confirmed by Ax-
i0s.

By the numbers: The coronavirus has now killed more than
5,900 people in the U.S. Over 243,000 people are now infected,
while just over 9,000 have recovered.

What’s happening: Acting Secretary of the Navy Thomas
Modly relieved the captain of the U.S.S. Theodore Roosevelt
after he sent a letter to officials pleading for help when members
of his crew contracted the coronavirus.

* The FDA allowed blood donations from gay men after a
3-month waiting period, citing an “urgent need.”

» Wisconsin’s April 7 presidential primary will not be post-
poned, a federal judge ruled on Thursday. 13 states have de-
layed voting or made changes to promote social distancing
to combat the spread of COVID-19.

* Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said that oil compa-
nies are eligible for aid from new lending programs the Fed-
eral Reserve is setting up, but not direct loans.

* House Speaker Nancy Pelosi announced a new commit-
tee to oversee the Trump administration’s response to the
coronavirus outbreak, led by Majority Whip Jim Clyburn
(D-S.C.).

* Roughly 3.5 million Americans likely lost their health in-
surance in the past two weeks, according to an analysis of
state and federal data from the Economic Policy Institute.

* The Democratic National Committee announced its July
convention will be postponed until August because of the
coronavirus.

The big picture: COVID-19 is expected to peak in the U.S.
in two weeks, but many states like Virginia and Maryland
will see their individual peaks well after that. Nearly 40 state
governors and the District to Columbia have ordered resi-
dents to stay home to limit COVID-19 community spread.

» Washington and California, which originally appeared to
be epicenters of the coronavirus outbreak in the U.S., have
slowed the surges of new cases — though it can’t be ruled
out that California is just behind on testing.

« Florida’s slow response to the coronavirus may have set
the stage for a disastrous outcome in one of the country’s
most vulnerable states.

Between the lines: U.S. testing capacity has increased as
more commercial labs pledge to up production. More avail-
able tests mean more coronavirus cases will be reported.

* However, rural-state governors across the country paint
a more troubling picture on access to tests, contradicting
Trump that the U.S. is on track.

What to watch: In a major pivot in tone, Trump said Tues-
day it’s “going to be a very painful two weeks,” with projec-
tions indicating the virus could kill 200,000-240,000 Amer-
icans — even with social distancing guidelines in place.
 Trump is due to meet Friday with top executives of large
oil firms to discuss potential ways to help the sector amid
strong economic headwinds. (Courtesy axios.com)
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Editor’'s Choice

Security personnel wearing face masks stand to pay tribute as China holds
national mourning for those who died of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19),
on the Qingming tomb-sweeping festival, in Beijing, China, April 4, 2020.
REUTERS/Thomas Peter

People observe a moment of silence on a street in Wuhan, Hubei province, as China holds a
national mourning for those who died of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19), on the Qingming
tomb-sweeping festival, April 4, 2020. REUTERS/Aly Song TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
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The showcase of a souvenir-shop displays a protective gear at the famous red-light district
“Reeperbahn” during the outbreak of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in Hamburg
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Medical staff assess for COVID-19 at public Victoria Health Unit, BC

People wearing face masks stand to pay tribute as China holds national mourning for those
who died of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19), on the Qingming tomb-sweeping festival, in
Beijing April 4, 2020. REUTERS/Thomas Peter

F

The Chinese national flag flies at half-mast at Tiananmen Square in Beijing, as China holds a
national mourning for those who died of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19), on the Qingming
tomb sweeping festival, April 4, 2020. REUTERS/Carlos Garcia Rawlins TPX IMAGES OF THE
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The Chinese national flag flies at half-mast at the headquarters of the People’s Bank
of China, the central bank (PBOC), as China holds a national mourning for those
who died of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19), on the Qingming tomb-sweeping
festival in Beijing, China April 4, 2020. REUTERS/Carlos Garcia Rawlins
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Americans Without IRS Direct
Deposit May Not Receive Stimulus
Checks For Months

-imﬂ!w”’

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Coronavirus stimulus payments will
begin to be distributed in mid-April,

but Americans without direct deposit
accounts set up with the IRS may not
receive checks until August, according
to a House Ways and Means Commit-
tee memo first reported by CNN and
confirmed by Axios.

Why it matters: The IRS estimates that
only about 70 million of the roughly
150 million Americans eligible for the
payments have direct deposit informa-
tion on file, according to CNN.

* With record unemployment levels
expected to continue growing, millions
of families will have to endure the eco-
nomic pain for months without direct
cash payments from the government.

* The payments are part of a $2.2 trillion
stimulus package signed by Trump last
week to limit the economic damage
caused by the coronavirus.

mid-April, according to the memo. But
paper checks won’t start being mailed
until the week of May 4, and they’ll

go out at a rate of 5 million checks per
week.

Stimulus checks overview:
The amount signed into law will
be $1200 for each taxpayer (based on
2019 tax filing, or on
your 2018 tax filing if you have not
filed 2019 taxes yet), and
$500 for each child. IMPORTANT:
The checks will be direct-deposited
IF you have direct deposit set up
for your normal tax return refunds.
IF you do not have direct deposit set
up with the IRS, you need to watch
the internet the next 2-3 days and goo-
gle, “Stimulus checks direct
deposit portal.” The IRS is setting up a
website portal for people to

ing to the memo. But they could change
as discussions continue between the
Trump administration and Congress.
The memo adds: “The Committee
remains focused on ensuring all eligible
Americans receive their payment as
quickly as possible.”

When will you get your stimulus

cash, and how?

The first payments are expected go out

~within three weeks to those for whom

the Internal Revenue Service already
has direct deposit information on file.
Mnuchin said at a White House corona-
virus briefing that payments would go
out within two weeks to people whose
direct deposit details are on file with the
government, echoing comments he made
after passage of the $2.2 trillion stimulus
bill that payments would not go out until
mid-April.

He added that a web portal would be es-
tablished for people to supply their details
and that checks would be sent to anyone
else, but did not specify a timeline.

“l am assuring the American public, they
need the money now,” he said.

Previous stimulus payments in 2001 and
2008 have been delivered by both direct

incomes of more than $75,000. The
amount will then be reduced by $5 for
every additional $100 of adjusted gross
income, and those making more than
$99,000 will not receive anything. The
income thresholds would be doubled for
couples.

Social Security recipients will auto-

matically receive stimulus pay

The Treasury Department, clearing up
confusion, said Wednesday that Social
Security recipients will not have to file

a tax return in order to receive the eco-
nomic stimulus payments the govern-
ment is preparing to send out.

It was unclear in earlier guidance wheth-
er Social Security recipients who don’t
normally need to file taxes would have
to in order to receive the money. But,
those beneficiaries will automatically
receive the money, and the IRS will use
the information that the Social Security
Administration has on file.

Those who normally receive their Social
Security benefits directly in their bank
accounts will receive the stimulus mon-
ey in the same way. Others will receive a
check in the mail -- though it will likely
take longer to receive the payment than
those who use direct deposit.

$120,001 to $130,000 July 17
$130,001 to $140,000 July 24
$140,001 to $150,000 July 31
$150,001 to $160,000 August 7
$160,001 to $170,000 August 14
$170,001 to $180,000 August 21
$180,001 to $190,000 August 28
$190,001 to $200,000 September 4

All Others September 11

If you don’t want to wait this long to
get a stimulus check, file your 2019
tax return as soon as possible so that
the IRS has the information it needs
to send your payment electronically.
If you otherwise aren’t required to file
a return, file a “simple return” when
the IRS makes them available on its
website. (Courtesy axios.com and
https://finance.yahoo.com/)

Every 8 minutes,
we respond
to a disaster.

Your donation can

i - R send their direct deposit informa- ) : _ _ _
¥ = tion for the stimulus checks. IF deposit and checks in the mail, but mobile  Taxpayer Income Date Check Mailed he| |m aCT ‘|V€5
you do not set this up, you may payment. se'rwces like Venmo want to play $0 to $10,000 April 24 p p '
not get your checks until August. arole this tl_me. _Treasury Secretary Ste- $10,001 to $20,000 May 1
IF you set this up, you should vetn Mnuchin said on Sunday that there $20,001 to $30,000 May 8
get your checks by the middle of will be a web-based app for those whose $30.001 to $40.000 May 15 American
. . information is not on file to register their ’ ’
April or two weeks or so. (Editor) > g $40,001 to $50,000 May 22 R d c
payment details. $50,001 to $60,000 May 29 o/ Rediross
. How much will I receive from the ’ ’ '
At that rate, it would mean the final timulus bill? $60,001 to $70,000 June 5
Trump at the stimulus bill signing. paper checks would be distributed 20 Individual S Idmu us bi 1'2 d $70,001 to $80,000 June 12
(Photo: Erin Schaff-Pool/Getty Im-  weeks later — the week of Aug, 17, Individuals are due up to $1,200 an $80,001 to $90,000 June 19
ages) The timelines are based on “exten-  c0uPles Wil receive up to $2.400 --plus ¢4 501 45 100,000 June 26 HELP NOW »
: : : - . : ; $500 per child. But payments start phas-
Details: The IRS will begin depositing  sive conversations with the IRSand ~ °Y" Per chtid. But payments start phas- ¢, 56 01 16 $110,000 July 3
payments to 60 million Americans in the Department of Treasury,” accord- Ing out for individuals with adjusted gross $110,001 to $120,000 July 10 redcross.org
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