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U.S. coronavirus cases surpass 100,000
as doctors cope with medical shortages

NEW YORK, March 28 (Reuters) - The sum of known
coronavirus U.S. cases soared well past 100,000, with
more than 1,600 dead, as weary doctors and nurses coping
with shortages resorted to extremes ranging from  hiding
scarce medical supplies to buying them on the black mar-
ket.

American healthcare workers in the trenches of the
pandemic appealed on Friday for more protective gear
and equipment to treat a surge in patients that is already
pushing hospitals to their limits in virus hot spots such as
New York City, New Orleans and Detroit.

“We are scared,” said Dr. Arabia Mollette of Brookdale
University Hospital and Medical Center in New York
City’s Brooklyn borough. “We’re trying to fight for ev-
eryone else’s life, but we also fight for our lives as well,
because we’re also at the highest risk of exposure.”

RELATED COVERAGE

Coronavirus outbreak is stretching New York’s ambulance
service to breaking point

Doctors are especially concerned about a shortage of
ventilators, machines that help patients breathe and are
widely needed for those suffering from COVID-19, the
pneumonia-like respiratory ailment caused by the highly
contagious novel coronavirus.

Hospitals have also sounded the alarm about scarcities of

drugs, oxygen tanks and trained staff.

The number of confirmed U.S. infections rose by about 18,000
on Friday, the highest jump in a single day, to more than
103,000. The United States has led the world in coronavirus
cases since its count of known infections eclipsed those of
China and Italy on Thursday.

With at least 1,634 lives lost as of Friday night - also a record
daily increase - the United States ranked sixth in national death
tolls from the pandemic, according to a Reuters tabulation of
official data.

As shortages of key medical supplies abounded, desperate
physicians and nurses were forced to take matters into their
own hands.

New York-area doctors say they have had to recycle some
protective gear, or even resort to bootleg suppliers.

Dr. Alexander Salerno of Salerno Medical Associates in north-
ern New Jersey described going through a “broker” to pay
$17,000 for masks and other protective equipment that should
have cost about $2,500, and picking them up at an abandoned
warehouse.

An empty street is seen near Chinatown during the outbreak of
the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in Manhattan, New York
City, U.S., March 27, 2020. Picture taken March 27, 2020.
REUTERS/Jeenah Moon

“You don’t get any names. You get just phone numbers to
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text,” Salerno said. “And so you agree to a term. You wire the
money to a bank account. They give you a time and an address
to come to.”

Nurses at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York said they were
locking away or hiding N-95 respirator masks, surgical masks
and other supplies that are prone to pilfering if left unattended.
“Masks disappear,” nurse Diana Torres said. “We hide it all in
drawers in front of the nurses’ station.”

One nurse at Westchester Medical Center, in the

suburbs of the city, said colleagues have begun

absconding with scarce supplies without asking,

prompting better-stocked teams to lock masks, gloves and
gowns in drawers and closets.

An emergency room doctor in Michigan, an emerging epicen-
ter of the pandemic, said he was wearing one paper face mask
for an entire shift due to a shortage and that hospitals in the
Detroit area would soon run out of ventilators.

“We have hospital systems here in the Detroit area in Michigan
who are getting to the end of their supply of ventilators and
have to start telling families that they can’t save their loved
ones because they don’t have enough equipment,” the physi-
cian, Dr. Rob Davidson, said in a video posted on Twitter.
U.S. President Donald Trump on Friday invoked emergency
powers to require General Motors Co GM.N to start building
ventilators after he accused the largest U.S. automaker of
“wasting time” during negotiations.
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China readies stimulus measures as
local virus cases dwindle

SHANGHAI (Reuters) - China plans stronger steps to
revive an economy hit by coronavirus, as the nation on
Saturday reported no new locally transmitted infections

for the previous day.

A street blocked by barricades is seen in Wuhan in Hubei
province, the epicentre of Chinas coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) outbreak. The city is ending a two month
long lockdown by allowing cars to enter, though it still
bars them from exiting. March 27, 2020. REUTERS/Aly

Song

The ruling Communist Party’s Politburo said on Friday
it would step up macroeconomic policy adjustments and
pursue more proactive fiscal policy, state media report-
ed. With the world’s second-biggest economy expected
to shrink for the first time in four decades this quarter,
China is set to unleash hundreds of billions of dollars in

stimulus.

The Politburo called for expanding the budget deficit,
issuing more local and national bonds, guiding interest
rates lower, delaying loan repayments, reducing sup-
ply-chain bottlenecks and boosting consumption.

“We expect government ministries to roll out more
tangible measures in the coming weeks as this Politburo
meeting gave them no choice but to do more,” Goldman

Sachs analysts said.

China’s Wuhan, where the coronavirus emerged, begins to

lift its lockdown

Shellshocked Spain reports record 832 new coronavirus

deaths
See more stories

The Politburo did not elaborate on plans for the central
government to issue special treasury bonds, which would
be the first such issuance since 2007. China should issue at
least 2 trillion yuan ($282 billion) of such bonds to aid the
economy, Morgan Stanley Chief China Economist Robin

Xing said.

Restrictions on foreigners entering the coun-
try went into effect on Saturday, as China
reported no new locally transmitted infec-
tions and a small drop in so-called imported

cases.

Airlines have been ordered to sharply cut
international flights from Sunday.

Beijing has in recent days emphasized the
risk posed by imported virus cases after
widespread lockdowns within China helped
to sharply reduce domestic transmissions.
The Politburo said it would shift its focus to
prevent more imported cases and a rebound

in locally transmitted infections.
“We must be extremely vigilant and
cautious, and we must prevent the
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REBOOTING
With local transmission of the virus
basically under control, China shifts

post-epidemic relaxation from coming
too soon, leading to the loss of all our
achievements,” the Communist Party’s
official People’s Daily newspaper said in a
front-page editorial.

The authorities also reversed plannedre-
openings of movie theaters, the state-
owned China Securities Journal reported,

focus toward rebooting paused busi-
nesses.

China’s Ministry of Commerce said on
Saturday nearly all of the country’s ma-
jor supermarkets, convenience stores,
shopping malls and farm produce
retail markets have reopened, while all
e-commerce platforms are operating.

citing sources.
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China’s President Xi Calls
For “All-Out Global War” To

Fight COVID-19 At G20 Summit

Chinese President Xi Jinping attends the G20 Extraordinary Virtual Leaders’
Summit on COVID-19 via video link in Beijing, capital of China, March 26, 2020.

(Xinhua/Li Xueren)
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Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

BENING, March 26 (Xinhua) -- Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping Thursday
called for a resolute all-out global
war against the COVID-19 outbreak
as leaders of the Group of 20

(G20) convened an extraordinary
summit to coordinate multilateral re-
sponse to the pandemic.

“It is imperative for the international
community to strengthen confidence,
act with unity and work together in
a collective response,” Xi addressed
the summit via video link in Beijing.
Calling major infectious disease the
enemy of all, Xi said the internation-
al community must comprehensively
step up international cooperation and
foster greater synergy so that human-
ity as one could win the battle against
the COVID-19.

The summit came as the global

death toll from the COVID-19, an ill-
ness caused by novel coronavirus, has
climbed over 21,000 and the number of
infections has surpassed 480,000 as of
Thursday, according to a count by Johns
Hopkins University.
This is the first time for the leaders of
the world’s 20 major economies to hold
a summit online since the mechanism,
which used to only gather finance minis-
ters and central bankers, was elevated to
be the world’s premier platform for inter-
national economic cooperation in 2008.
COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES WITH CONFIRMED CASES

Stressing the outbreak is spreading
worldwide and the situation is disturbing
and unsettling, Xi called on countries to
move swiftly to stem the spread of the
virus.

He proposed that a G20 health minis-
ters’ meeting be convened as quick as
possible to improve information sharing,
strengthen cooperation on drugs, vac-
cines and epidemic control, and cut off
cross-border infections.

Xi also proposed a G20 COVID-19 as-
sistance initiative for better information
sharing and policy and action coordina-
tion with the support of the World Health
Organization (WHO).

Guided by the vision of building a com-
munity with a shared future for mankind,
China will be more than ready to share
its good practices and provide assistance
in its capacity to countries hit by the
growing outbreak, he said.

Xi called on countries to make a collec-
tive response for control and treatment at
the international level.

China has set up its online COVID-19
knowledge center that is open to all
countries, said Xi.

Chinese President Xi Jinping attends
the G20 Extraordinary Virtual Lead-
ers’ Summit on COVID-19 via video
link in Beijing, capital of China, March
26, 2020. (Xinhua/Pang Xinglei)

He said it is imperative that countries
pool their strengths and speed up re-
search and development of drugs, vac-

cines and testing capabilities in the hope
to achieve early breakthrough to the ben-
efit of all.

The summit was chaired by Saudi Ara-
bia’s King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al
Saud. The kingdom, which holds the
presidency of the G20 this year, said it
organized the extraordinary meeting to
advance global efforts to tackle the pan-
demic and its economic implications.
The leaders of G20 members were joined
by their counterparts from some invited
countries, including Spain, Jordan, Sin-
gapore and Switzerland, as well as the
United Nations, the World Bank and
other international organizations, and the
chairing states of some regional organi-
zations.

Comprising 19 countries plus the Euro-
pean Union, the G20 members account
for about two thirds of the entire human
population and some 86 percent of the
gross world product. (Courtesy http://
www.xinhuanet.com/english)

Related

Xi says China Wants To Con-
tribute To A Stable World
Economy
BEIJING, March 26 (Xinhua) -- Chinese
President Xi Jinping said Thursday that
China will contribute to a stable world
economy by continuing to advance re-
form and opening-up, widen market
access, improve the business environ-
ment and expand imports and outbound

investment.
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Xi made the remarks in Beijing while
attending the G20 Extraordinary Virtual
Leaders’ Summit on COVID-19 via vid-
eo link.

China will increase its supply of active
pharmaceutical ingredients, daily neces-
sities, and anti-epidemic and other sup-
plies to the international market, Xi told
the summit.

China will also continue to pursue a
proactive fiscal policy and prudent mon-
etary policy, he said. (Courtesy http://
www.xinhuanet.com/english)
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A worker sprays disinfectant on a street during the movement control order
due to the outbreak of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19), in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia March 28, 2020.

Picture shows a special artificial respiration device in an intensive care unit where patients with the coronavirus
disease (COVID-19) could be treated in Hanau

Rajesh Babu, a police officer, wearing a helmet depicting coronavirus, requests a commuter Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe wipes his nose as he holds a news conference on Japan’s

to stay at home during a 21-day nationwide lockdown to limit the spreading of coronavirus dis- response to the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak, at his official residence in Tokyo,

ease (COVID-19), in Chennai, India, March 28, 2020. REUTERS//P. Ravikumar TPX IMAGES g
OF THE DAY Japan, March 28, 2020. REUTERS/Issei Kato TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
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The showcase of a souvenir-shop displays a protective gear at the famous red-light district
“Reeperbahn” during the outbreak of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in Hamburg

A passenger wearing a protective mask arrives at a railway station in Wuhan on the first day
inbound train services resumed following the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak, in
Wuhan of Hubei province, the epicentre of China’s coronavirus outbreak, March 28,

L4

A local priest blesses coffins that have been piling up in a church due to a high
number of deaths, before they are taken away by military trucks, as Italy struggles to
contain the spread of coronavirus disease (COVID-19), in Seriate, Italy March 28,
2020. RFUTFRS/Flavio | o Sealzo

A local priest blesses coffins that have been piling up in a church due to a high number of deaths, before
they are taken away by military trucks, as Italy struggles to contain the spread of coronavirus disease
(COVID-19), in Seriate, Italy March 28, 2020. REUTERS/Flavio Lo Scalzo
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The COVID-19 Pandemic That Began In China U.S. CORONAVIRUS CASES from the Diamond Princess cruise
Has Sickened Thousands Worldwide ship. But many others are cases

. of unknown origin, or potential
TraCklng The Spread In The community spread, where there is
U.S. And Around The World 2 @ o 2

no known nexus to travel.
Tracking novel coronavirus
No.of cases .
worldwide
Meanwhile, the virus, officially
known as COVID-19, has spread
to dozens of countries in regions
around the world.

25,000-30,000
15,000-25,000
50-15,000

COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES WITH CONFIRMED CASES

AS OF MARCH 26,2020

SOURCE: JOHNS HOPKINS CSSE
*Does notinclude individuals repatriated to the US from Wuhan, China, and from the Diamond Princess cruise ship.

The growing number of lab-confirmed cases in the U.S. at this

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor point still pales in comparison to the seasonal flu, which kills ~ The novel
an estimated 12,000 to 61,000 people per year and affects coronavirus
between 9 million and 45 million people in the country, ac- outbreak began in Wuhan, China, in late December, and has
cording to the CDC. since sickened at least 463,751 people worldwide, including
COVI D'19 GLOBAL SPREAD Still, experts warn that the COVID-19 shouldn’t be down- at least 69,197 in the United States, and killed thousands,
CONFIRMED CASES RECOVERED DEATHS played or compared to a bad case of the flu. Instead, the primarily in mainland China, Italy and Spain, according
. respiratory disease is more akin to severe pneumonia, and in to data from Johns Hopkins. A least 113,769 people have
China [N 1,72 [N 74161 [3.201 serious cases, patients experiencing difficulty breathing have already recovered, JHU said. (Courtesy https://abcnews.
italy I 74,366 0,362 7503 been hospitalized and put on ventilators. go.com/)
’ ' : What is unknown is how deadly coronavirus, which has no
United States [ 60,197 619 11,046 treatment at this point, is compared to the flu or how serious
its effects are for those who are sickened but do not die.
Spain [ 56,188 B7015 J4,080
CUMULATIVE CORONOVIRUS CASESINU.S.
Germany [N 39,502 |3,547 222
Cases B US Total Cases
Iran [ 29,406 10457 |2,234 E‘g"}?
France [ 25,604 J3907 11,333 : /
Switzerland [ 1,125 131 165 - Every 8 minutes,
United Kingdom [J9,642 ) 467 - we respond
South Korea [i19,241 l4144 131 to a disaster.
ASOF MARCH26,2020 W Your donation can
SOURCE ONGHOPONGCSE WNERS help impact lives.
By last Thursday, the novel coronavirus outbreak in the United States had grown
to at least 69,197 cases in all 50 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. u;é ;1 i';’.ﬁ :’1 = _
There are outbreak clusters in New York, Washington State and California, accord- + RAn:’ecr'ca n
ing to Johns Hopkins University, which is tracking reports and confirming them RUCEKMBIRROCRE s Snens —” e ross
with local health departments.
The number of cases in the U.S. and worldwide is the subject of some debate, as Of those cases in the U.S. (pictured above), at least 48 were
testing has been rolled out unevenly and the criteria for diagnosis (through clinical diagnosed in individuals who were repatriated to the United m
means or a lab test) has varied from country-to-country. States on government charter flights from Wuhan, China, and redcross.org
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