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Shutdowns stoke debate over
what’s an ‘essential industry’
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BRUSSELS (Reuters) - Shortly after British Prime Min-
ister Boris Johnson ordered the closure of non-essential
retailers on Monday to curb the spread of coronavirus, the
parent company of Sports Direct wrote to its staff to
let them know: the next day would be business as usual.

A note on the door of Sports Direct informs customers
that the store is temporarily closed, as the spread of the
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) continues, in Aylesbury,
Buckinghamshire, Britain March 24, 2020. REUTERS/
Eddie Keogh

Its argument - that selling sport and fitness equipment was
vital during a national shutdown - was promptly rebuffed
by the government, and the plan to keep its stores open
was ditched.

The brief spat underlines the dilemma for governments de-
fining what are “essential industries” as they try to flatten
the curve of infections to save lives while keeping their
economies from falling off a cliff.

U.S. President Donald Trump came right out on Monday
and said what other governments may be quietly thinking:
“We cannot let the cure be worse than the problem itself.”

Data on Tuesday showed that business activity around the
globe has collapsed this month as millions obey orders to
stay at home to avoid infection with the highly contagious

virus.

Trump said he was considering how to reopen the U.S. econ-
omy when a 15-day shutdown ends next week, telling a White
House news conference that his administration would not
allow the crisis to turn into a long-lasting financial problem.
But voicing what many might see as choosing the economy
over lives requires delicacy.

Johnson’s senior adviser, Dominic Cummings, on Monday
firmly denied a newspaper report that last month he had out-
lined the government’s coronavirus strategy as “herd immuni-
ty, protect the economy and if that means some pensioners die,
too bad”

“EXCESSIVE DISCRETION”

The difficulty for governments lies in deciding what industries
are critical.

On Tuesday, just 12 hours after Johnson had ordered a draco-
nian clampdown, minister Michael Gove was asked on a TV
breakfast show why groups of workers were still being allowed
at construction sites.

Italy, which has suffered the deadliest coronavirus outbreak,
decreed on Sunday that non-essential businesses must close
until April 3— but set out a long list of exceptions deemed
vital to keep supply chains running in Europe’s second-largest
manufacturing economy.

Unions in the worst-hit Lombardy region panned the list as
“excessively extended, covering areas of dubious importance”
and allowing firms “excessive discretion” to apply for exemp-

A note on the door of
Sports Direct informs
customers that the
store is temporarily
closed, as the spread
of the coronavirus
disease (COVID-19)
continues, in Ayles-
bury, Buckingham-
shire, Britain March
24, 2020. REUTERS/
Eddie Keogh

tions, and promptly called a one-day strike.

Amazon announced at the weekend it would stop shipping
non-essential products to Italy and hard-hit France, where
lockdowns have been imposed.

One worker at a French distribution center for the world’s
largest online retailer said last week that employees

were dispatching non-essential items from small
workspaces that did not allow staff to keep their
distances.

“These are DVDs, video games, iPads, phones and sex toys,”
said the worker, who declined to give her name for fear of
losing her job.

Amazon stopped shipments of non-essential items due to a
spike in orders and the need to respect anti-coronavirus safety
measures in workplaces, a spokesman said.

As more U.S. states moved to impose stay-at-home orders

on Tuesday, industries from steelmakers to auto dealerships
scrambled for exemptions that would allow them to remain
open.

The National Association of Manufacturers has urged states to
declare all manufacturing facilities and supply chains part of
“essential infrastructure” and “essential businesses”.
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USDA, USTR cite progress on farm
provisions of U.S.-China trade deal

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The United States and China
have made progress in implementing the agriculture-re-
lated provisions of a Phase 1 trade deal that took effect on
Feb. 14, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and
U.S. Trade Representative said on Tuesday.

In a joint statement, they listed a number of steps taken
that should help boost U.S. exports of beef, poultry and
other farm products to China, and said U.S. food and ag-
ricultural products exports were benefiting from Chinese
tariff relief.

U.S. locks in tariffs on wooden cabinets from China
“These steps show that China is moving in the right
direction to implement the Phase 1 agreement,” said
Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue. “We will contin-

ue to work with China to ensure full implementation

of its commitments and look forward to seeing further
improvement and progress as we continue our ongoing
bilateral discussions.”

As part of the deal signed on Jan. 15, Beijing agreed to
nearly double its U.S. farm product purchases and lower
several agricultural trade barriers that Washington said
limited access to the lucrative Chinese market.

China since promised it would not impose a nationwide
ban on imports of U.S. poultry if the United States finds
cases of avian flu, instead suspending imports only from
the states where cases are found.

FILE PHOTO:
Chinese and
U.S. flags flutter
near The Bund,
before U.S. trade
delegation meet
their Chinese
counterparts

for talks in
Shanghai, China
July 30, 2019.
REUTERS/Aly
Song

But imports of key products such as soy- U.S. Presi-
Beijing banned imports of U.S. poultry and eggs in Jan- beans, the most valuable U.S. farm export, dent Trump
uary 2015 because of a U.S. outbreak of highly virulent remain well below pre-trade war levels. speaks about
avian flu, closing a market that was worth $500 million in .
2013. The ban was lifted in November 2019. China’s season-to-date purchases of soy coronavirus

. . . harvested last fall totaled about 12.1 million - wHITE HROUSE respons.e at

China has also recently increased buying of U.S. farm tonnes as of mid-March, according to USDA Lo oar et the White
goods, including the country’s first hard red winter wheat data. At the same point of 2017, China had House in
purchase since 2017 and its largest U.S. corn purchase purchased nearly 35 million tonnes of the Washington
since 2013. oilseed.

Stay home! S I N E S S Work safe!

battle against the COVID-19 epidemic.
Yang Huichuan, a team member, was
impressed with a note in his hotel room
on his first night in Rome. “We stand
together, we fight together, we will win
together,” it read.

China Committed To Combating
Health Threat Facing Mankind
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Members of the second batch of the
Chinese medical team along with
local people hold a banner reading
“We are waves of the same sea, leaves
of the same tree, flowers of the same
garden” and pose for a group photo
after they arrived at Milan Malpensa
Airport in Milan, Italy, March 18,
2020. (Xinhua)

On March 12, the team, organized

by the National Health Commission
and the Red Cross Society of China,
came in the nick of time with tons

of medical supplies including ven-
tilators, monitors and defibrillators.

On the next day, the World Health
Organization (WHO) announced that
Europe had become the epicenter of a
coronavirus pandemic with Italy being
the hardest-hit country in the region.
Upon the team’s arrival in Italy, China
had come out of the most arduous stage
with daily new confirmed cases on the
Chinese mainland dropping to a single
digit for the first time. Beijing, in the
spirit of solidarity and common health,
has since sent more medical staff and
supplies to other countries struggling to
contain the epidemic.

The Chinese medical staff started their
daily routines with an internal meet-
ing at 7 a.m., and held a meeting until
around 10 p.m. after returning to hotel
earlier in the evening.

They shared with Italian colleagues the
sixth version of China’s COVID-19
treatment guidelines and the seventh
version of its diagnosis and treatment
scheme.

OVERVIEW
China has extended a helping hand to many countries in need in the global fight
against the COVID-19 pandemic, putting into practice how a world community
works towards a shared future, especially in achieving common health for man-
kind.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

BEIJING, March 23 (Xinhua) -- At the
Phnom Penh international airport on
Monday, a seven-member expert team
from China, carrying with them tons of
medical supplies, were warmly greeted
by Cambodian top officials as well

as people waving the flags of the two
countries.

The medical team added to China’s
recent medical support to countries

in need -- such as Iran, Serbia and
Italy -- in the global fight against the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Mao Pengfei)

In the port city of Padova in northern
Italy, a Chinese medical squad of nine
people, wearing masks as well as vests
in red and white with Red Cross logo,
were working to an extremely tight
schedule to grasp the situation there and
offer medical guidance.

Their work was recorded in vlogs and
diaries of Grandesso Federico, an Italian
national residing in Padova.

“The Chinese team’s visit to Italy is not
only important from the scientific side,
but also from the human point of view:
to be allied against this major illness is
to be allied against a major enemy of the
mankind,” Giampiero Rupolo, president
of the Italian Red Cross Padova Com-
mittee, told Federico in a vlog.
TIMELY SUPPORT

The Chinese medical team first arrived
in Rome, the first leg of their journey

in Italy. After staying in Padova, it
continued the northward journey to the
hardest-hit region of Lombardy, where
more doctors sent by China joined the

A team of Chinese medical experts
arrive at Phnom Penh International
Airport in Phnom Penh, capital of
Cambodia, March 23, 2020. (Xinhua/

“The Italian side asked us a lot of ques-
tions, and we often had longer discus-
sions than we initially planned,” Yang
said. “We want to share the achieve-
ments we have made, and lessons we
have learned, to help Italy better deal
with the situation.”

Chinese medical experts talk with
local doctors in Padova, Italy, March
18, 2020. (China’s Anti-Epidemic
Expert Team/Handout via Xinhua)
The team also spent time “strengthening
people’s confidence in home quaran-
tine.” Days later when they passed
through the usually bustling areas in
Rome, they seldom saw any pedestrians
and vehicles.

They also taught the public via a live-
stream how to better protect themselves,
including the seven-step hand-washing
method. “It’s the simplest thing, but a
key way to guard against the virus,”
said Tang Menglin, a head nurse from
China’s Sichuan Province, whose spe-
cial affection for Italian doctors dating
back to 12 years ago brought her to the
frontline in Italy.

“As a Sichuanese, I’m fortunate to be
here to repay Italians’ kindness when we
were in trouble,” said Tang.

LEAVES OF SAME TREE

The story began in May 2008, when
Sichuan suffered a catastrophic 8-mag-
nitude earthquake, in which more than
80,000 people were Killed.

Within days, a medical team of about 20
members from Italy was on the ground
in Mianzhu, Sichuan. They established
a tent-like field hospital with complete
sets of medical equipment, capable of
conducting sophisticated surgeries and
telemedicine.

Members of an Italian medical team
set up tents at Xiaode Township in
quake-hit Mianzhu City, southwest
China’s Sichuan Province, on May 23,
2008. (Xinhua/Zeng Yi)

Emotional connection with “kind and
generous” local people left on team
members an indelible impression. “They
(locals) were moved that we would
leave our families behind to go to their
city to help them,” said Maria Carola
Martino, an emergency room surgeon.
To cheer children up from the trauma,
the medical team held a jamboree, with
some singing songs and one member
riding on a broomstick to imitate Harry
Potter in a hilarious way.

Zuo Xuemei, a local Chinese doctor,
recalled a surgery in which she assisted
the Italians.

“It was very hot in June and everyone
was sweating ... We spoke different lan-
guages, but communicated through eye
contact as everyone was familiar with
the surgery procedure.”

The Italian doctors treated nearly 1,000
people before heading home, and left
the field hospital to local doctors. Resi-
dents gathered to see them off and some
children cried and followed their cars as
they drove away. Courtesy http://www.
xinhuanet.com/english)

Every 8 minutes,
we respond
tTo a disaster.

Your donation can
help impact lives.

American
Red Cross

HELP NOW »

redcross.org
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A woman wearing protective face mask sits on a bus, amid the outbreak of the

coronavirus disease (COVID-19), in Dakar A woman wearing protective face mask sits on a bus, amid the outbreak of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19),

in Dakar

Shopping carts are seen outside a supermarket as the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) out-

break continues, in Mexico City, Mexico March 24, 2020. REUTERS/Henry Romero Robert Burck known as the original “Naked Cowboy” poses for photos wearing a mask in

mostly desolated Times Square, during the outbreak of coronavirus disease (COVID-19), in the
Manhattan borough of New York City

vl Charlie Campbell talks to his dad Gene, a resident at the Life Care Center of Kirkland,
A health worker from Clinic hospital takes a picture of his mates as police officers and citi- through the window at the long-term care facility linked to several confirmed coronavi-
zens show them gratitude from their balconies and windows, during the coronavirus disease rus cases, in Kirkland, Washington, U.S. March 6, 2020. REUTERS/Lindsey Wasson
((_:‘_OVID-19) outbllreak, in Barcelona

5

People are pictured at a supermarket as the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak continues, in A man wearing a protective face mask is seen at a supermarket as the coronavirus
Mexico City, Mexico March 24, 2020. REUTERS/Henry Romero? disease (COVID-19) outbreak continues, in Mexico City, Mexico March 24, 2020.

REUTERS/Henry Romero
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Tokyo 2020 Summer Olympics
Officially

Postponed

A general view of the Olympic Rings near Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park in
London, after Global. (Photo/Getty Images)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The Tokyo 2020 Olympics have been
postponed, Japan’s Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe announced Tuesday.

Abe said Japan and the Internation-

al Olympic Committee came to an
agreement during a phone call with

the head of the 10C, Thomas Bach,
following growing calls for the games
to be delayed or canceled because of the
concerns around coronavirus pandemic.
The Japanese leader told reporters after
the call that they agreed that the games
would not be canceled and will be held,
at the very latest, by the summer of
2021.

“Considering the current situation, in
regards to the Tokyo Games, as the host
nation, in order to ensure that athletes
from all over the world are able to com-
pete in their best condition, and also in
order to ensure the utmost safety for the
spectators, | have asked him to consider
postponing the games by about a year,”
Abe added.

The prime minister said Japan will ful-
fill its responsibility as the host nation
“to prove that humanity has beaten the
novel coronavirus.”

The virus has forced millions of people
around the world into lockdowns to help
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curb its spread and claimed more than
17,000 lives.

PM’s Office of Japan
@JPN_PMO
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After his telephone talks with 10C Presi-
dent Bach, PM Abe spoke to the press and
explained that the two have agreed that

the Tokyo Olympic Games would not be
cancelled, and the games will be held by the
summer of 2021.
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The Olympics is the biggest event yet
to be affected by the growing global
pandemic. The games were set to run
July 24 to Aug. 9, and the Paralympics
Aug. 25 to Sept. 6.

“The leaders agreed that the Olympic
Games in Tokyo could stand as a bea-
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con of hope to the world during these
troubled times and that the Olympic
flame could become the light at the end
of the tunnel in which the world finds
itself at present,” the 10C said in a joint
statement with the Tokyo 2020 organiz-
ing committee.
NBCUniversal, which is the parent
company of NBC News, paid $4.4
billion for U.S. media rights to the four
Olympics from 2014 to 2020.
This is the first major disruption to the
Olympics since World War 11, when the
1944 Summer Olympics, were canceled.
The 1940 Summer Olympics, which
were also to be held in Tokyo, were also
canceled.
The IOC has dealt with potential
health threats in the recent past, but
none so serious that they affected the
scheduled timeline.
There were concerns about the bird
flu ahead of the 2018 PyeongChang
e Rp——
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Olympics, Zika during the 2016 Rio
Olympics and swine flu before the 2010
Vancouver Olympics.

I0C chief Thomas Bach signals Olym-
pics may be postponed.

But despite growing concerns about the
coronavirus epidemic in recent weeks,
Japanese officials insisted the games
will go ahead as planned. Abe acknowl-
edged for the first time on Monday that
the Olympics could be delayed due

to the coronavirus as countries began
threatening to keep their athletes at
home.

The Olympic flame arrived in Japan on
March 20 for a journey that would have
led to the opening ceremony.

But following Abe’s announcement, the
torch relay, which was supposed to start
on Thursday, was canceled, Yoshiro Mori,
the organizing committee president, said.

it
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However, the Olympic flame will stay in
Japan, the IOC has confirmed.

The 10C’s move follows the suspen-
sion of many major sporting events and
seasons around the world.

Regions hit hard by the outbreak in
Asia and Europe have canceled sporting
events, including the Hong Kong Mara-
thon and Italy’s Serie A soccer matches.
In mid-March, the NBA suspended

its season after a player on the Utah
Jazz preliminarily tested positive for
COVID-19, the disease caused by the
new coronavirus.

That decision by the NBA was quickly
followed by similar announcements
from other pro leagues. Within hours,

. ' the NHL,
Major
League
Soccer
and MLB
an-

— nounced
they would be pausing or postponing
their seasons.

By the end of that week, the NCAA
made the decision to cancel its men’s
and women’s college basketball tourna-
ments, known as March Madness. The
cancellation extended to all remaining
winter and spring NCAA champion-
ships.

Since then several other events have
been postponed, including the French
Open, the Invictus Games and the Lon-
don Marathon.

Speculation that the Olympics would be
postponed escalated on Monday after
Abe said, “If it is difficult to hold the
games in such a way, we have to decide
to postpone them, giving top priority to
the well-being of the athletes.”

Senior IOC member Dick Pound told
USA Today that “On the basis of the
information the 10C has, postponement
has been decided... The parameters go-
ing forward have not been determined,
but the Games are not going to start on
July 24, that much I know.”

It’s a move that was widely expected
given the hundreds of conferences,
festivals and sporting events affected by

TOKY02020
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the pandemic across the globe, as well
as mounting criticism levied at the 10C
and Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe by players and fans, the latter of
which voted overwhelmingly in a public
poll conducted by Kyodo News to delay
the Games.

Much of the criticism wasn’t focused

on the possible safety of the event

itself, which was set to begin on July 24
until August 9, but the risk to athletes
presently as they attempted to train for
the Games while adhering to lockdowns
and social distancing practices in their
home countries.

On March 18, the 10C held a confer-
ence call with 200 athlete representa-
tives
that

J caused
further
ire,
with
Span-
ish Olympic Committee president
Alejandro Blanco saying there would

be unfair competition given the training
gym shut downs in certain countries,
and U.S. table tennis player Han Xiao
saying, “Regardless of their intentions,
their first priority is not the public health
aspect of it,” according to the New York
Times.

Adding fuel to the fire this month: Kozo
Tashima, the vice chairman of Japan’s
Olympic Committee and the head of
the Japan Football Association, tested
positive for the coronavirus following
trips to Europe and the U.S., Greece’s
Olympic committee barred fans from
attending the traditional torch lighting
ceremony and Canada pulled out of the
Games this past weekend.

The Olympic Games are among the
athletic world’s most storied events.
First held in 776 BCE, the Games were
revived in the modern era in 1896, when
the Games were held in Athens, Greece.
The 1916 Games were cancelled be-
cause of World War 1, as were the 1940
and 1944 Games due to World War I1.
(Courtesy https://www.nbcnews.com/
and forbes.com)
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BlAZEA8E... Coming soon...
INERBIBVEEXEREIE - T ABRIENBEXFH LREINMIEE -
6-story, Class A luxury office high-rise in the bustling West

Houston area along the heavily traveled Bellaire Blvd.
P ZHHHEN
Pat Navarette: 281-460-2205 Cell | 832-559-1112 Office | patwithtsp@gmail.com
£ %37 Jennifer : 281-498-4310

12238 Queenston BLVD, Suite A, Houston, TX 77095 | 832-559-1112 Office | 832-559-1113 Fax

The information contained in this brochure has, we believe, been obtained from reasonable reliable sources and we have no reason to doubt the accuracy of such information; however,
no warranty or guaranty, either expressed or implied, is made with respect to the accuracy thereof. All such information submitted is subject to errors, omissions, or changes in condi-
tions, prior to sale, lease or withdrawals without notice. All information contained herein should be verified to the satisfaction of persons relying thereon.
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