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U.S. could be next ‘virus epicenter’ as In-

dia locks down, global

GENEVA/NEW DELHI (Reuters) - The United States
could become the global epicenter of the coronavirus
pandemic, the World Health Organization said on Tuesday,
as India announced a full 24-hour, nationwide lockdown in
the world’s second-most populous country.

India joined the ranks of Britain and other countries
clamping down to hold back the virus as business activity
collapsed from Japan to the United States at a record pace
in March.

The highly contagious coronavirus has caused entire
regions to be placed on lockdown. In some places soldiers
are patrolling the streets to keep consumers and workers
indoors, halting services and production and breaking
supply chains.

“The global health crisis is rapidly morphing into a global
recession, as there is a clear tension between preventing
infections and ruining the economy,” said Edoardo Cam-
panella, an economist at UniCredit Bank in Milan.

Haiti’s Scouts set up mobile hand washing sinks to ward
off coronavirus

South Korea says Trump asked for equipment to fight
coronavirus

See more stories

But Wall Street bounced from three-year lows as investors
pin their hopes on the U.S. Senate passing a $2 trillion
stimulus bill.

Tuesday, according to a Reuters tally, more than 16,500 of
them fatal.

In Geneva, WHO spokeswoman Margaret Harris said infec-
tions in the United States had greatly increased.

Over the previous 24 hours, 85 percent of new cases were in
Europe and the United States, and of those, 40 percent were in
the United States.

As of Monday, the virus had infected more than 42,000 people
there, killing at least 559.

Asked whether the United States could become the new epi-
center, Harris said: “We are now seeing a very large accelera-
tion in cases in the U.S. So it does have that potential.”

Some U.S. state and local officials have decried a lack of coor-
dinated federal action, saying that having localities act on their
own has put them in competition for supplies.

President Donald Trump acknowledged the difficulty.

“The World market for face masks and ventilators is Crazy. We
are helping the states to get equipment, but it is not easy,” he
tweeted.

FILE PHOTO: A lone person walks in the rain in a mostly
deserted Times Square following the outbreak of Coronavi-
rus disease (COVID-19), in the Manhattan borough of New

Confirmed coronavirus cases around the world exceeded
377,000 across 194 countries and territories as of early

recession looms

FILE PHOTO: A
lone person walks in
the rain in a mostly

o deserted Times Square
following the out-
break of Coronavirus
disease (COVID-19),
in the Manhattan
borough of New York
City, New York, U.S.,
March 23, 2020. RE-
UTERS/Carlo Allegri

York City, New York, U.S., March 23, 2020. REUTERS/Carlo
Allegri

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on Tuesday the
government would impose a nationwide lockdown from mid-
night for 21 days.

Health researchers have warned that more than a million
people in India could be infected with the coronavi-

rus by mid-May, prompting the government to shut

down all air and train travel, businesses and schools.

On Tuesday, Modi, leader of the world’s biggest

democracy, went further, saying nobody would be

allowed to leave their homes.

“The only way to save ourselves from coronavirus is if we
don’t leave our homes, whatever happens, we stay at home,”
Modi said.

India has so far reported 482 confirmed cases of the coronavi-
rus and nine deaths.

OLYMPIC ORGANIZERS GIVE IN

Olympic Games organizers and the Japanese government

had clung to the hope that the world’s biggest sporting event
could go ahead, but finally bowed to the inevitable to make
Tokyo 2020 the latest and biggest victim of a ravaged sporting
calendar.

After a call with International Olympic Committee (10C) pres-
ident Thomas Bach, Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said
the July 24-Aug. 9 event would be rescheduled for the summer
of 2021 at the latest - as proof of victory over the coronavirus.
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Democrats, Republicans say deal near
on $2 trillion U.S. coronavirus aid

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Senior Democrats and
Republicans said on Tuesday they were close to a deal on
a $2 trillion coronavirus economic stimulus package, rais-
ing hopes that the divided U.S. Congress could soon act to
try to limit the pandemic’s economic fallout.

“We are very close,” Senate Majority Leader Mitch McCo-
nnell said, as the chamber opened its session on Tuesday
morning.

The Republican-led chamber’s top Democrat, Chuck
Schumer, said a few hours later that talks had been “very
productive”

Pelosi says she’s optimistic coronavirus relief deal can be
reached on Tuesday

“At this point, of the few outstanding issues I don’t see any
that can’t be overcome within the next few hours,” Schum-
er said on the Senate floor.

House of Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi, the top
Democrat in Congress, said the two sides had agreed to
more oversight provisions for a proposed $500 billion
fund to help hard-hit businesses, resolving a key sticking
point.

Steven Mnuchin, President Donald Trump’s treasury sec-
retary, told reporters in the morning that lawmakers hope
to have a draft ready within the next two to three hours.
He confirmed the changes to the industrial fund.

“There’s better oversight,” Mnuchin said.

Along with the industrial aid, the bill would send direct
payments of up to $3,000 apiece to millions of U.S. fam-
ilies at a cost of $500 billion. It also would provide $350
billion for small-business loans, $250 billion for expanded
unemployment aid and at least $75 billion for hospitals.

Schumer said Democrats had secured more robust un-
employment aid that would pay idled workers their full
salaries for up to four months. Jobless benefits typically
only cover a portion of lost wages.

Lawmakers were also nearing an agreement to include $32
billion in grants to passenger and cargo airlines, sources

said.

FILE PHOTO: Senate Majority Leader Mitch

McConnell (R-KY) arrives during negotia-
tions on a coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
relief package on Capitol in Washington,
U.S., March 23, 2020. REUTERS/Joshua
Roberts

Democrats have twice blocked attempts

to advance the bill, saying it did not pro-
vide enough money for states and hospi-
tals, lacked sufficient aid for unemployed
Americans and did not include adequate

supervision of a massive fund to aid big
businesses.

Wall Street bounced from three-year
lows on Tuesday on hopes that the Senate
might be close to ending its standoff on
the legislation. [nL4N2BH4]3]

Trump, seeking re-election on Nov. 3, has
said he may ease a public-health clamp-
down that aims to slow the spread of the
virus in an effort to quickly restart the

FILE PHOTO:
Senate Majority
Leader Mitch
McConnell
(R-KY) arrives
during negotia-
tions on a coro-
navirus disease
(COVID-19)
relief package on
Capitol in Wash-
ington, U.S.,
March 23, 2020.
REUTERS/Josh-
ua Roberts

economy. State officials warned that
such an action could compound the
damage.

‘ALL OF THE NONSENSE’
Republicans, Democrats and top
Trump aides have negotiated for days
over the package, which would be the
third and largest passed to address the
crisis if it is backed by both the Senate
and the Democratic-led House and
signed by the Republican president.

Stay at home!
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‘Stay Home Work Safe Order’ Into Effect In

Harris County, Houston Tuesday At Midnight

Judge Hidalgo Orders Stay-At-Home
For Harris County, Closing Most
Businesses Through April 3
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Harris County Judge Hidalgo looks at her notes before starting a press conference
announcing that the county will adopt a “Stay Home, Work Safe” strategy until
April 3, Tuesday, March 24, 2020, at TranStar in Houston. Grocery stores and
restaurants will remain open (for takeout, delivery). Daycares that provide support
for essential employees will also remain open. (Photo/ Houston Chronicle)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo is-
sued a stay-at-home order Tuesday
morning closing most businesses and
directing residents to stay put except for
groceries and errands in the latest mea-
sure aimed at slowing the spread of the
novel coronavirus. The order will take
effect at 11:59 p.m. and expire April 3.

The rules are the strictest since Hidalgo
and Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner
last week closed bars and clubs and lim-
ited restaurants to takeout and delivery.

“We’re working hard to stay ahead of
this virus to prevent us from getting in a
difficult position,” the county judge said.
“This means that all of us should stay
home unless our jobs are essential for
the health and safety of our community,”
said Hidalgo at Tuesday morning’s press

conference.
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Harris County Judge Linda Hidalgo
and Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner
begin a press conference announcing
that the county will go into a more re-
stricted lock-down until April 3, Tues-
day, March 24, 2020, at TranStar in
Houston.

The order goes into effect at 11:59 p.m.

March 24 (Tuesday night) and will stay
in effect until at least April 3.

Hidalgo and Houston Mayor Sylvester
Turner made it clear they did not want to
use the term “shelter-in-place” because
those words, in Houston, are typically
reserved for plant explosions, shootings
or hurricanes.

Those who do not comply with the order
and attend large gatherings or parties, for
instance, could face a fine and up to 180
day in jail, Hidalgo said.

Both the judge and the mayor said they
will refer to the federal government’s list
of 16 critical sectors to determine what
is “essential.”

From the federal government: “There are
16 critical infrastructure sectors whose
assets, systems, and networks, wheth-
er physical or virtual, are considered so
vital to the United States that their inca-
pacitation or destruction would have a
debilitating effect on security, national
economic security, national public health

STAY AT HOME ORDER RULES

Stores, daycares and parks will re-
main open

Essential businesses, like grocery stores,
will remain open. And restaurants can
continue to provide takeout and deliv-
eries. Daycares that provide support for
essential employees will remain open.
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City and county parks will also re-
main open, although Hidalgo warned
that people must keep their distance
from each other. Park workout equip-
ment and playgrounds should not be
touched or used.

@® GOES INTO EFFECT AT MIDNIGHT

@ LASTS UNTIL APRIL 3

@ RESTRICTS GATHERINGS

@ DOESN'T IMPACT GROCERIES/FOOD
@ WORSHIP SERVICES VIA VIDEO

or safety, or any combination thereof.
Presidential Policy Directive 21 (PPD-
21): PPD-21 identifies 16 critical infra-
structure sectors.”

The 16 sectors deemed “critical’ by the
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Se-
curity Agency are as follows:

Chemical Sector

Commercial Facilities Sector
Communications Sector

Critical Manufacturing Sector
Dams Sector

Defense Industrial Base Sector
Emergency Services Sector
Energy Sector

Financial Services Sector

Food and Agriculture Sector
Government Facilities Sector
Healthcare and Public Health Sector
Information Technology Sector

Nuclear Reactors, Materials, and Waste
Sector

Transportation Systems Sector

Water and Wastewater Systems Sector

(Courtesy https://www.houstonchronic-
le.com/ and https://www.khou.com/)
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U.S. President Donald Trump pauses as he participates in a televised Fox . . . o . S
News Channel “virtual town hall” with Fox anchor Bill Hemmer on the A Buddhist monk wearing a pr(_)tectlve mask poses at Wat Ph_o temple, one of the city’s top tourist spots, which is
coronavirus response in the Rose Garden at White House in Washington, U.S. empty due to the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak in Bangkok

March 24, 2020. REUTERS/Jonathan Ernst TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

2021 ¥

Yoshiro Mori, President of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games Organising Committee as he : : : : : “ ” PR _
attends a news conference after a telephone meeting with IOC President Thomas Bach (not ?3D printed Olympics logo is seen in front of displayed “Tokyo 2021 words in this illustra
in picture), while the spread of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) continues. In Tokyo, Japan, 1on

March 24, 2020. REUTERS/Issei Kato TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
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Awoman reads a newspaper wearing a mask of Britain’s Queen Elizabeth near Tower

bridge, as the spread of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) continues, London, Britain,
March 24, 2020. REUTERS/Hannah McKay TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

A health worker sprays disinfectant to prevent an outbreak of the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) at the Jomo Kenyatta International Airport in Nairobi

Iranian men bury the journalist Abdollah Zavieh, who passed away due to coronavirus disease Workers in protective suits disinfect a waiting hall at the Wuhan Railway Station
(COVID-19), at Behesht Zahra cemetery in Tehran which has been closed due to the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak,
in Wuhan
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Officials are preparin

or engineering, medical

logistics missions, including makeshift hospitals

Military Role Widens In
U.S. Pandemic Response

A military health worker at a drive-

through coronavirus testing center on

Staten Island. Defense officials opened up a range of military capabilities

this week. (Photo/Reuters)

Compiled And Edited By John

Compiled

WASHINGTON—The U.S. military
said Friday it is preparing plans to
take over hotels and other buildings
if necessary to add to the nation’s
supply of hospital rooms, part of its
response to the coronavirus emer-
gency.

Pentagon officials detailed the plans
as they opened up the range of
military capabilities and forces this
week, with preparations for deploy-
ing thousands of National Guard
troops, providing hospital ships and
ferrying medical equipment.

The head of the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers outlined plans for
taking over as many as 10,000 hotel
rooms, college dormitories and
other spaces in New York to provide
medical services to accommodate the
exponential increase of virus-related
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Stay-at—home! REMEENG

T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

hospitalizations.

Based on a request from state officials
and the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, or FEMA, which is coordinat-
ing the crisis response for the White
House, the Corps would forge contracts
with hotels, colleges and possibly sports
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arenas—all of which are largely empty
anyway—to begin to transform them
into medical facilities, Lt. Gen. Todd
Semonite said.

“We would then take the building over
in a period of an exceptionally short
amount of days, and we would go in
and turn this into an ICU-like facility,”
he said.

Nurses’ stations would be built in the
hallways of the empty hotels, for exam-
ple, he said. Other equipment, including
wireless capability to give medical staff
the ability to monitor individual pa-
tients, also would be installed, he said.

The planning reflects the urgency the
military has begun to bring to the issue
this week as state governors and the
White House scrambled to prepare for

a substantial increase in the number of
coronavirus cases nationwide. State and
federal officials have forecast a steep
demand for medical support as hospitals
are expected to become overrun with
patients.

As of Friday, there were nearly 17,000
cases of the virus in the U.S., contribut-
ing to more than 200 deaths. California
and Washington state have seen the fast-
est spread, but New York has become a
center of the pandemic in the U.S., with
more than 4,400 cases. New York Gov.
Andrew Cuomo has been pushing the
federal government and the military for
assistance.
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Other military capabilities were already
on the way. Defense Secretary Mark
Esper this week pledged two hospi-

tal ships, more than five million face
masks, virus test kits and ventilators to
those regions that need it, marking the
first public offer of specific equipment
and supplies the military could provide.
In the meantime, Pentagon officials said
Friday that the National Guard already
had activated hundreds more Guards-
men to help states.

A total of more than 3,300 Air and Army
National Guardsmen were activated in
nearly 30 states and U.S. territories as
of Friday, including California and New
York.

Air Force Gen. Joseph Lengyel, head of
the military’s National Guard Bureau,
said Thursday he expected the demand
for more Guardsmen to grow rapidly
across the nation.

“It’s hard to tell what the exact require-
ment will be, but I’m expecting tens of
thousands to be used inside the states as
this grows,” he said. “I think this could
quickly blossom in the next couple of
weeks as governors and states deter-
mine their needs and ways to use their
National Guards.”

There are about 450,000 Guardsmen
across the nation, most serving in a
part-time capacity. Guard units also are
being asked by governors to help with
local and state government logistics,
transportation, sanitation and steriliza-
tion and other efforts.

Some state and federal officials have
suggested the Guard could back up law
enforcement personnel in areas that are
under severe restrictions to contain the
spread of the virus, a move that could
stoke public debate about the role of the
military in civilian U.S. life.
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Gen. Lengyel said that placing the
Guard under federal control for a
nationwide law enforcement function
also would detract from the flexibility
governors now have in using the Guard.
(Courtesy https://www.wsj.com/)
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