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Weinstein found guilty of sexual assault, 
rape, in turning point for #MeToo movement
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NEW YORK (Reuters) - Former movie producer Harvey 
Weinstein was convicted of sexual assault and rape in a 
New York court on Monday and taken away in handcuffs, 
a turning point for the #MeToo movement that inspired 
women to publicly accuse powerful men of misconduct.
Once one of Hollywood’s most influential pro- ducers, 
Weinstein, 67, was found guilty of sexually assaulting for-
mer production assistant Mimi Haleyi in 2006 and raping 
Jessica Mann, a onetime aspiring actress, in 2013.

The jury of seven men and five women acquitted Wein-
stein on the most serious charges. Those carried a potential 
life sentence.

Justice James Burke ordered Weinstein to be held in custo-
dy. Officers helped Weinstein unsteadily to his feet before 
leading him away in handcuffs.

RELATED COVERAGE
After conviction, Weinstein has roadmap for appeal
Key moments from Harvey Weinstein’s trial
See more stories
Actress Rose McGowan, who had accused Weinstein of 
rape, wrote on Twitter: “Today is a powerful day & a huge 
step forward in our collective healing.”

He faces up to 25 years in prison on the sexual assault 
conviction. He was also convicted of third degree rape - 
sexual intercourse without consent - which carries a prison 
sentence of up to four years.
His sentencing hearing was set for March 11.

Inside C2

NEW YORK (Reuters) - 
Former movie producer 
Harvey Weinstein was 
convicted of sexual as-
sault and rape in a New 
York court on Monday 
and taken away in hand-
cuffs, a turning point for 
the #MeToo movement 
that inspired women to 
publicly accuse powerful 
men of misconduct.

Weinstein’s lawyer Arthur Aidala quoted Weinstein as saying 
to him after the verdict, “I’m innocent. I’m innocent. How can 
this happen in America?”
Weinstein was being taken to a medical facility at Rikers 
Island jail, Aidala said outside the courtroom. “We will have a 
very professional appeal done by the best and the brightest in 
the business,” he said.

A long legal battle in the appeals courts is likely to ensue. At 
the start of the trial, defense lawyers accused the judge of bias, 
the prosecutors of withholding evidence, and the media of 
turning the trial into a circus.

Weinstein still faces sexual assault charges in California, which 
were announced just hours after his New York trial began on 
Jan. 6. Dozens of women have also filed civil lawsuits against 
him.

“We will change the laws in the future so that rape victims are 
heard and not discredited and so that it’s easier for people to 
report their rapes,” actress Rosanna Arquette, who has said 
she resisted unwanted sexual advances by Weinstein, wrote on 
Twitter.

Film producer Harvey Weinstein is handcuffed after his guilty 
verdict in his sexual assault trial in the Manhattan borough 
of New York City, New York, U.S., February 24, 2020 in this 
courtroom sketch. REUTERS/Jane Rosenberg
ACCOUNTABILITY
More than 80 women, including famous actresses, had accused 

him of sexual misconduct stretching back decades. He had 
denied the accusations and said any sexual encounters were 
consensual.

Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus Vance said at a news 
conference: “It’s a new day because Weinstein has finally been 
held accountable.” He praised the jurors. “Your verdict turned 
a page in our criminal justice system.

“To the survivors: I owe and we owe an immense 
debt of courage to you,” Vance said.

The jury acquitted Weinstein on two counts of 
predatory sexual assault and first degree rape - forcible sexual 
intercourse - of Mann.
A conviction on predatory sexual assault would have required 
the jury to find that Weinstein also sexually assaulted actress 
Annabella Sciorra in 1993 or 1994.
Sciorra, best known from the television show “The Sopranos,” 
testified that Weinstein forced his way into her home one 
winter night, raped her and forced oral sex on her. By law the 
accusation is too old to be charged as a separate crime.
Weinstein made his mark with critically acclaimed films such 
as “The English Patient” and “Shakespeare in Love.”
“The jury worked with an incredibly narrow and unjust set of 
laws governing sexual assault, and though he was not con-
victed on all counts, Harvey Weinstein will have to answer for 
his crimes,” according to a statement released on behalf of the 
#MeToo movement.
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(Reuters) - The Dow Jones Industrials shed 1,000 points 
on Monday and the S&P 500 was set for its worst day in 
two years as a surge in coronavirus cases outside China 
clouded global growth outlook.
Several countries including Iran, Italy and South Korea 
reported a rise in virus cases over the weekend, fanning 
fears of a pandemic that prompted a rush to safe-haven 
assets such as gold and U.S. Treasuries.

RELATED COVERAGE
Investors eye bleach, food and tissues as virus fears inten-
sify
Factbox: Charting the impact of the new coronavirus
An yield curve inversion between the 3-month and 10-
year U.S. Treasuries deepened in a classic recession sign. 
Adding to worries, Goldman Sachs slashed its U.S. growth 
forecast and predicted a more severe impact from the 
epidemic, CNBC reported. [US/]

The blue-chip Dow has now erased its gains for the year, 
while the benchmark S&P 500 is about 5% below its all-
time high hit last week. The Nasdaq is 6.5% off its record 
peak.
All of the 11 major S&P sectors were in the red, led by a 
4.1% drop in technology stocks.

Apple Inc slid 4.4% as data showed sales of smartphones 
in China tumbled by more than a third in January.

Wall Street’s main indexes notched record highs last week, 
partly on optimism that the global economy would be 
able to snap back after an initial hit, supported by central 
banks.

Specialist trader works at his post on the floor at the New 
York Stock Exchange (NYSE) in New York, U.S., February 
24, 2020. REUTERS/Brendan McDermid
“It is not as though the numbers have changed dramati-
cally but what has changed is the geography, which adds a 
new level of concern,” said Art Hogan, chief market strate-

Dow sinks 1,000 points as pandem-
ic fears rattle Wall Street

gist at National Securities in New York.

“What the market is trying to predict here 
is how large will this get globally, and when 
will it start to peak.”
China-exposed chipmakers slipped, with the 
Philadelphia SE Semiconductor index drop-
ping 4.7%, while concerns about growing 
travel curbs dragged the NYSE Arca Airline 
Index down 6.2%.
The CBOE Volatility Index, a gauge of inves-
tor anxiety, jumped to its highest level since 
January 2019.
At 1:06 p.m. ET, the Dow Jones Industri-
al Average was down 1,027.29 points, or 

3.54%, at 27,965.12 and the S&P 500 
was down 116.33 points, or 3.49%, 
at 3,221.42. The Nasdaq Composite 
was down 377.81 points, or 3.95%, at 
9,198.78.
The S&P 500 fell below its 50-day 
moving average and the Dow slipped 
below its 100-day moving average, all 
closely watched indicators of momen-
tum.
Health insurers such as UnitedHealth 
Group Inc and Cigna Corp dropped 
nearly 8% as Bernie Sanders, who 
backs the elimination of private 
health insurance, strengthened his 

position for the Democratic presidential 
nomination with a victory in the Nevada 
caucuses.

In a rare bright spot, Gilead Sciences Inc, 
whose antiviral remdesivir has shown prom-
ise in monkeys infected by a related coronavi-
rus, rose 2.8%.
Declining issues outnumbered advancers for 
a 6.76-to-1 ratio on the NYSE and for a 7.63-
to-1 ratio on the Nasdaq.
The S&P index recorded seven new 52-week 
highs and 22 new lows, while the Nasdaq 
recorded 17 new highs and 140 new lows.

Specialist trader 
works at his post 
on the floor at 
the New York 
Stock Exchange 
(NYSE) in New 
York, U.S., Feb-
ruary 24, 2020. 
REUTERS/Bren-
dan McDermid



Life inside a red zone: Residents of San Fiorano, one of the towns under effec-
tive quarantine due to a coronavirus outbreak

A nurse stands inside finished but still unused building A2 of the Shanghai Public Clinical 
Center Shanghai, following the outbreak of the new coronavirus, in Shanghai

Director General of the World Health Organization Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus and U.N. 
Secretary General Antonio Guterres arrive at the World Health Organization headquarters in 
Geneva
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A member of the Guardia di Finanza wearing a face mask stops a car, amid a coronavirus outbreak in 
northern Italy, in Casalpusterlengo

Life inside a red zone: An ambulance is seen driving down a road in San Fiorano, one of 
the towns on lockdown due to a coronavirus outbreak

Life inside a red zone: Three boys wearing protective face masks sit outside a closed 
public building in San Fiorano, one of the towns on lockdown due to a coronavirus 
outbreak, in San Fiorano

Executive Director of WHO?s Health Emergencies programme Michael Ryan, Director General 
of the World Health Organization, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus and U.N. Secretary General, 
Antonio Guterres arrive at WHO headquarters in Geneva

Life inside a red zone: Chiara Zuddas, 31, and her 2-year-old daughter Bianca Toniolo sit on their sofa in San 
Fiorano, one of the towns on lockdown due to a coronavirus outbreak
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COMMUNITY

BEIJING — Zhang Meng, a college stu-
dent from Changchun, in China’s eastern 
Jilin province, was concerned that her 
sudden weight loss was related to fear 
and anxiety over the coronavirus out-
break sweeping the country.
So she called a hotline offering mental 
health assistance.
“The doctor patiently answered my 
questions and gave me some useful sug-
gestions,” Zhang said.
After following his guidance, she said, 
she is starting to feel better. “The doctor 
played a comforting role to ease my con-
science,” added Zhang, who didn’t want 
to disclose her age.
As China struggles to get the epidem-
ic under control, government-enforced 
lockdowns, transportation bans and 
strict quarantines have brought parts of 
the country to a standstill, with no end 

in sight. The outbreak has already killed 
more than 2,000 people, most of them in 
China. 

Aimed at preventing the virus from 
spreading, the moves have had the col-
lateral result of leaving millions of Chi-
nese people frustrated and frightened, 
putting pressure on the government to 
offer them assistance in dealing with the 
emotional and psychological fallout of 
feeling trapped in their own homes.
Chinese state media reported this month 
that mental health services have been 
deployed across the country, and Li 
Keqiang, China’s premier, the No. 2 of-
ficial after the president, demanded last 
week that further measures be taken to 
improve mental health offerings.
The crisis may be most acute in Wuhan, 
the center of the outbreak. The city has 
been on lockdown for four weeks, with 
its more than 11 million residents hun-
kered down inside their homes, afraid 
and reluctant to venture outside. Sever-
al neighboring cities have imposed the 
same conditions.
China’s state health commission has re-
leased specific guidelines for local au-
thorities to help reduce psychological 
distress and prevent “extreme events” 
caused by anxiety.
Online platforms offering counseling 
have also been popular amid the out-
break, offering more immediate help and 
an alternative to face-to-face consulta-
tions, which can be tricky under lock-
downs.

Women wears masks as a preventive 
measure against the COVID-19 coro-
navirus near the entrance of Peking 
University People’s Hospital in Beijing 

on Friday, Feb. 21, 2020.
And people have been seeking support 
on social media, too. A coronavirus-re-
lated hashtag, which translates into En-
glish as #howtodealwithfeelingveryanx-
iousathome, had racked up 290 million 
views on Weibo, China’s biggest social 
media platform, as of Thursday.
It’s hard not to give in to fear and desper-
ation amid an epidemic that has been de-
clared a global public health emergency 
— especially in a country where mental 
health remains a relatively taboo topic.
The government sometimes hasn’t 
helped. Senior Chinese officials have 
been using military language to describe 
their efforts to get the epidemic under 
control, announcing “wartime control 
measures” and legal repercussions for 
anyone who defies government orders.

Staff members cross an empty road as 
they deliver vegetables to a hospital in 
Wuhan in China’s central Hubei prov-

ince on Thursday, Feb. 20, 2020. 
And videos surfacing online appear to 
show people being forced into quaran-
tine.
A survey conducted by the Chinese Psy-
chology Society this month found that of 
18,000 people tested for anxiety related 
to the epidemic, 42.6 percent registered 
positive responses. More than 20 percent 
of those who joined post-traumatic stress 
disorder assessments had obvious symp-
toms, the survey showed.
Paul Yin, a psychologist who counseled 
the families of passengers on the miss-
ing Malaysian Airlines flight in 2014, 
has used an online education platform 
to offer classes on how to cope, and he 

has worked with insurance companies 
that have access to millions of people to 
spread audio clips and articles on how to 
mentally deal with the outbreak.
“People are scared, their lives are being 
interrupted, so to have a voice that helps 
to reassure them and calm them and kind 
of guide them through this process can 
be very helpful,” he said.
Yin said fear of the unknown, especially 
in the initial stages of the outbreak when 
little is known, leads to generalized anx-
iety.

“For many patients, families and medical 
workers, it all happened too fast, and it 
also happened during the Chinese New 
Year, a time when people are expected 
to be happily getting together,” he said. 
“Instead, everybody is locked up in their 
homes.”
He said lockdowns that have been drag-
ging on for weeks are having a toll on 
people’s mental state.
“For a lot of people, a day or two in iso-
lation may be OK, but weeks without 
getting out of the house — the stress will 
certainly build up,” Yin added. “Every 
day you are being reminded that life is 
not normal, constantly, you can’t escape 
— you can’t pretend that it’s not there.” 
(https://www.nbcnews.com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Lockdowns To Curb Coronavirus Epidemic 
Lead To A Rise In Mental Health Issues

Community staff members deliver food to residents in Wuhan in China’s cen-
tral Hubei province on Thursday, Feb. 20, 2020.

OVERVIEW
Government-enforced moves to deal with coronavirus outbreak are forcing mil-

lions of Chinese people to deal with the emotional and psychological fallout
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China’s top diplomat arrived last 
Wednesday in Laos for an emergency 
meeting with counterparts from South-
east Asian countries, which have ex-
pressed alarm over a viral outbreak that 
started in China.
Foreign Minister Wang Yi discussed the 
crisis with his counterparts over dinner 
Wednesday in the Laotian capital of 
Vientiane then held broader formal talks 
on Thursday. Six countries in the 10-na-
tion Association of Southeast Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN) have confirmed cases of 
the new coronavirus, officially dubbed 
COVID-19.
China and the United States have sepa-
rately engaged the ASEAN bloc of more 
than 600 million people on an array of 
interests, from promoting trade and in-
vestment to addressing thorny security 
issues like the long-seething South Chi-
na Sea territorial disputes. The ASEAN 
ministers issued a joint statement after 
the meeting on Thursday.
China and Southeast Asia, among oth-
er regions, could face deeper econom-

ic losses if travel restrictions and oth-
er drastic actions taken to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 drag on.
More than 70,000 have been infected 
globally, mostly in China, since the coro-
navirus was first detected in the central 
Chinese city of Wuhan in December. 
Over 2,000 deaths have been reported.
ASEAN leaders expressed “serious con-
cerns over the outbreak” in their joint 
statement this week and added that the 
epidemic “poses severe challenges to the 
well-being of the peoples and the devel-
opment of our respective countries and 
the region and the world.”

The Members of the Special ASE-

AN-China Foreign Ministers’ Meet-
ing Issued  A Formal Statement 
on the Coronavirus Disease 2019 
(COVID-19) (For the full statement, 
go here online: http://news.chinhphu.
vn/Home/Statement-of-Special-ASE-
AN-Foreign-Ministers-Meeting-on-

COVID19/20202/38900.vgp)
They pledged to intensify “timely shar-
ing” of information within the bloc and 
with China and the World Health Organi-
zation. While affirming policies of main-
taining openness for ASEAN economies 
and borders, the heads of state under-
scored “the need to coordinate and stan-
dardize measures to ensure proper health 
inspection at borders and entry points of 
ASEAN member states.”
Other engagements by China and ASE-
AN have been affected by the outbreak.
A meeting in Brunei of Chinese and 
ASEAN diplomats involved in negotiat-
ing a regional “code of conduct” to pre-
vent clashes in the disputed South Chi-
na Sea was postponed early this month, 
according to two Southeast Asian diplo-
mats, who spoke to The Associated Press 
on condition of anonymity because of a 
lack of authority to discuss the matter 
publicly.
China was to host a separate meeting 
with four ASEAN members located 
along the Mekong River but moved the 
talks to Laos this week due to the out-
break and sought a separate meeting with 
all ASEAN member states to discuss the 
epidemic, the two diplomats said.
Laos has not reported any cases of 
COVID-19, nor have Indonesia, Brunei, 
and Myanmar. The rest of ASEAN, in-
cluding Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia, 
Vietnam, the Philippines and Cambodia, 
have had varying numbers of confirmed 
infections.
Singapore currently has more cases of 
the new coronavirus than any country 
besides China. Thailand reported the 
first case outside of China, and the first 
fatality outside mainland China came in 
the Philippines. (Courtesy the diplomat.
com)

Related
China’s Virus Control Efforts Are 

Working,Chinese Foreign Minister 
Tells ASEAN

Foreign ministers of Asean and China 
shaking hands at a meeting in Vien-

tiane, Laos, on Feb 20, 2020.
PHOTO: REUTERS

VIENTIANE (AFP) – China’s efforts 
to control the deadly outbreak of a new 
coronavirus “are working”, Beijing’s top 
diplomat said  on Thursday (Feb 20), 
attributing an easing in new cases to his 
country’s “forceful action” against the 
illness.
Speaking in Laos after talks with peers 
from the 10 South-east Asian (Asean) 
countries, Wang Yi said the outbreak 
was “controllable and curable” despite 
the global panic it has seeded.
“China is not only protecting its own 
people but also the rest of the world,” he 
told the summit in Vientiane, referencing 
a recent sharp drop in new cases of the 
virus inside China, where it has killed 
more than 2,100 people.
The hastily-convened summit with Ase-
an neighbours comes as a region depen-
dent on the flow of Chinese goods and 
tourists faces a steep bill following re-
strictions on movement from China.
A similar meeting was held in 2003 fol-
lowing the outbreak of Sars.
Originating in the central Chinese city 
of Wuhan, the new coronavirus – known 
as Covid-19 – has infected more than 
74,000 people inside China.
The government has locked down tens 
of millions of people in several virus-hit 
cities, extended Chinese New Year holi-
days and pulled flights in a scramble to 
contain the virus.
Still the health scare has cascaded across 
Southeast Asia, with cases recorded in 
the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and 
Vietnam.

This year marks the 30th anniversary of 
the establishment of the diplomatic rela-
tions between Singapore and China. 

The Singapore side expects frequent 
high-level exchanges with China, Dr 
Balakrishnan said, with a view to beef 
up construction of the New Internation-
al Land-Sea Trade Corridor, actively 
promote the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP) and par-
ticipate in the Belt and Road Initiative.
Founded in 1967, Asean comprises Bru-
nei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malay-
sia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singa-
pore, Thailand and Vietnam. (Courtesy 
straitstimes.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Foreign Minister Wang Yi Met With His ASEAN
Counterparts In Laos Amid Alarm Over COVID-19

China, Southeast Asia Hold Emergency
 Meeting On Coronavirus Outbreak

China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi arrives at Wattay Airport for the Special 
ASEAN-China Foreign Ministers’ Meeting on the coronavirus disease 2019 

(COVID-19) in Vientiane, Laos, Feb. 19, 2020.
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