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U.S. jobless claims edge lower but 
trend points to uptick in filings
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The number of Americans 
filing claims for jobless benefits edged lower last week, a 
positive signal for the U.S. labor market amid recent signs 
that new claims may be trending slightly higher.

Initial claims for state unemployment benefits decreased 
2,000 to a seasonally adjusted 222,000 for the week ended 
Dec. 28, the Labor Department said on Thursday.

Economists polled by Reuters had expected 225,000 new 
claims last week.

While claims have been volatile in recent weeks around 
the U.S. holiday season and end of the year, longer-term 
averages suggest the strength in claims data may have 
ebbed slightly in recent months.

In the latest week, the four-week moving average of initial 
claims rose by 4,750 to 233,250, the highest level since 
January 2018.
Still, the underlying trend in claims remains consistent 
with a labor market that is resisting signs of weakness in 
other parts of the economy, such as a slowdown in U.S. 
manufacturing and lackluster business investment.

In November, claims were near a 50-year low.

U.S. stock futures were little changed following the release 
of the jobless claims data, holding onto gains spurred earli-
er in the day by fresh economic stimulus from Beijing and 
optimism around easing trade tensions.

Economists have attributed the weakness in U.S. manufac-
turing and investment to uncertainty around a U.S.-China 
trade war launched under U.S. President Donald Trump.

The drop in claims in the latest week unwound a surge in 
new claims three weeks earlier that appeared to reflect a 
late Thanksgiving Day this year compared to 2018. By 
the end of the latest week, the number of new claims was 
at its lowest since the Nov. 30 week.

Labor market strength is underpinning consumer spending, 
keeping the economy on a moderate growth path despite 
headwinds from trade tensions and slowing global growth 
that have weighed on manufacturing.

In November, the U.S. unemployment rate fell back to 
3.5%, the lowest in nearly half a century.

Thursday’s claims report also showed the number of 
people receiving benefits after an initial week of aid rose 
5,000 to 1.73 million for the week ended Dec. 21.
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FILE PHOTO: People attend TechFair LA, a technology job fair, in Los Angeles, California, U.S., January 26, 2017. REU-
TERS/Lucy Nicholson

U.S. sees signs Iran or proxies 
may be planning more attacks: 
Pentagon chief
WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S. Defense Secretary 
Mark Esper said on Thursday there were indications 
Iran or forces it backs may be planning additional 
attacks, warning that the “game has changed” and 
it was possible the United States might have to take 
preemptive action to protect American lives.
U.S. Defense Secretary Mark Esper speaks about 
airstrikes by the U.S. military in Iraq and Syria, at 
the Mar-a-Lago resort in Palm Beach, Florida, U.S., 
December 29, 2019. REUTERS/Tom Brenner
“There are some indications out there that they may 
be planning additional attacks, that is nothing new ... 
we’ve seen this for two or three months now,” Esper 
told reporters, without providing evidence or details 
about the U.S. assessment.
“If that happens then we will act and by the way, if 
we get word of attacks or some type indication, we 
will take preemptive action as well to protect Ameri-
can forces to protect American lives.”
Iranian-backed demonstrators hurled rocks at the 
U.S. embassy in Baghdad during two days of pro-
tests, then withdrew on Wednesday after Washington 
dispatched extra troops.

U.S. President Donald Trump, who faces a re-election 
campaign in 2020, accused Iran of orchestrating the 
violence. He threatened on Tuesday to retaliate against 
Iran but said later he did not want war.
Iran has rejected the accusation. Iranian Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Abbas Mousavi criticized 
American officials, in a statement, saying they 
have “the astounding audacity” to blame Iran for pro-
tests sparked by U.S. air strikes.
The unrest outside the U.S. embassy followed Amer-
ican strikes on Sunday against bases of the Teh-
ran-backed Kataib Hezbollah group. Washington said 
the air strikes, which killed 25 people, were in retalia-
tion for missile attacks that killed a U.S. contractor in 
northern Iraq last week.
On Wednesday, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei condemned U.S. attacks on Iranian-allied militias 
in Iraq, blaming the United States for violence in 
Iran’s neighbor.
The protests marked a new turn in the shadow war 
between Washington and Tehran playing out across the 
Middle East.
“The game has changed and we are prepared to do 
what is necessary to defend our personnel and our 
interests and our partners in the region,” Esper said.
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辦公室招租  Office for Rent
●位置極佳，近中國城5分鐘.
●環境高雅，安全安靜，包水電，免費高速網絡，辦公傢具
●有大型停車場。
●Great location, 5 minutes drive from Chinatown.
●Safe and quiet work place with water and electricity, 
    free high-speed Internet, office furniture. 
●There has a large parking lot.

舉辦活動最佳地點  Event rental
●場地寬敞 設備齊全 
●有大型停車場。
●The great location to host various of events in Chinatown area.
●Spacious place with a large parking lot.
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The U.S. Senate remained at a stale-
mate on Friday over how to proceed with the impeachment trial 
of President Donald Trump, as the chamber’s leaders wrangled 
over whether White House aides will be called as witnesses and 
the top Democrat appealed to a handful of Republicans who 
could help break the impasse.

After a two-week holiday recess, there was still no clarity about 
when Trump’s impeachment trial might begin.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, a Republican, said 
that in any case the trial could not start without the articles of 
impeachment, which House Speaker Nancy Pelosi has not yet 
sent to the Senate.

The Democratic-controlled House of Representatives voted in 
December to impeach Trump for pressuring Ukraine to inves-
tigate former Vice President Joe Biden, a potential rival in the 
2020 presidential election.

A trial would be held in the Senate, and Trump is expected to be 
acquitted by the Republican-controlled chamber. But McConnell 
and Senate Democratic Leader Chuck Schumer have been at 
loggerheads since late last year over how it should be conducted.

McConnell said on Friday that once the Senate receives the 
articles of impeachment from the House, it could start the trial 
and resolve the dispute over witnesses “mid-trial.” He said this 
would follow the precedent set in former President Bill Clinton’s 
impeachment trial two decades ago. Clinton, a Democrat, was 
acquitted by the Senate.

“Just like 20 years ago,” McConnell said, “we should address 
mid-trial questions such as witnesses after briefs, opening argu-
ments, senator questions and other relevant motions.”

SETTING ‘A TRAP’
Schumer, speaking after McConnell, said the majority leader 

U.S. Senate in stalemate over how to 
proceed with Trump impeachment trial

was trying to set a trap by waiting to 
consider witnesses until after opening 
presentations.

By that time, Schumer said, McCo-
nnell would want to wrap things 
up and would accuse Democrats of 
wanting to “drag the whole affair out” 
by calling witnesses. The witnesses 
Democrats want to call have not 
previously testified - unlike in the 
Clinton trial, Schumer said.

He has asked for testimony from 
Mick Mulvaney, the acting White 
House chief of staff, along with 
former national security adviser John 
Bolton and two other White House 
aides.

“So if we don’t get a commitment up 
front that the House managers will be 
able to call witnesses as part of their 
case, the Senate will act as little more 
than a nationally televised meeting 
of the ‘Mock Trial Club,’” Schumer 
declared.

In an appeal to Republicans who may 
have concerns about McConnell’s 
stance, Schumer also noted that a 
decision on the parameters of the 
trial “ultimately rests with a majority 
of the senators in this chamber.”

Republicans have a 53-seat majority 
in the Senate, where 51 votes are 
needed to pass a set of rules for the 
Trump trial.

Night falls 
over the U.S. 
Capitol Dome, 
as members of 
the Republi-
can-controlled 
U.S. House 
of Represen-
tatives deal 
with a budget 
showdown 
with the 
Democrat-
ic-controlled 
U.S. Senate, 
and a possible 
government 
shutdown in 
Washington, 
September 30, 
2013. REU-



Ski Jumping - Four Hills Tournament - Innsbruck, Austria - January 3, 2020 
Austria’s Philipp Aschenwald in action during training REUTERS/Lisi 
Niesner TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

A girl is carried by her father across floodwaters in the Jatinegara area after heavy rains in 
Jakarta

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is seen following the signing of a deal with Greece 
and Cyprus to build the EastMed subsea pipeline to carry natural gas from the eastern Mediter-
ranean to Europe, at the Zappeion Hall in Athens, Greece, January 2, 2020. 
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A screen displays the headlines that the U.S. Federal Reserve raised interest rates as a trader works at a 
post on the floor of the NYSE in New York

A zookeeper interacts with camels during the annual stocktake at ZSL London Zoo in 
London, Britain, January 2, 2020. REUTERS/Henry Nicholls TPX IMAGES OF THE 
DAY

Jan 1, 2020; New Orleans, Louisiana, USA; Georgia Bulldogs head coach Kirby 
Smart is showered with Gatorade after defeating Baylor Bears at Mercedes-Benz 
Superdome. Mandatory Credit: Stephen Lew-USA TODAY Sports 

TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Actor Charlize Theron attends the 2020 Palm Springs International Film Festival Awards Gala 
in Palm Springs, California, U.S., January 2, 2020. REUTERS/Mario Anzuoni TPX IMAGES 
OF THE DAY

Palestinian Hamas supporters burn a model of a coffin representing the U.S. embassy in Jerusalem with a picture 
of U.S. President Donald Trump, during a rally in Gaza
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-
ricane Harvey left emotional scars on 
countless people in the Houston area.
Just like their parents, children had to 
deal with the trauma and the loss brought 
by the storm. For many, the impact lin-
gers.
Mental Health America of Greater Hous-
ton put together a Children’s Mental 
Health Art Showcase, providing  an op-
portunity for children to express them-
selves after the impact of Hurricane Har-
vey two years ago.
“Simply put, art provides an outlet when 
words fail,” said Tilicia Johnson, mental 
health literacy manager  for MHA Hous-
ton. “Words don’t come easy for some. 
And if you can’t completely understand 
what you’re feeling, this is one way chil-

healing or recognition--getting the help 

that leads to the road to recovery.”

traumatic losses children endured during 
and after Harvey: damage or loss of their 
belongings or homes; relocating schools 
because of extension damage; night-
mares and sleep disruption; and even in-
jury to themselves or someone they love, 
and death. 
“We often talk about children in terms 
of resiliency—that they seem to bounce 
back quickly from adversity. But that’s 

not the reality—especially in extreme 
circumstances,” Johnson said. “While on 

the crying stops, the gravity of disaster 
situations weighs on the child’s mind.”
Johnson said disaster recovery occurs 
over time in phases and is not a linear 
process. Experts say a typical disaster 
recovery trajectory is one to three years, 
depending on the severity of the disaster 
and the individual impact.
“What may be hard for parents to pro-
cess is that changes in behavior, anxiety, 

out, may occur months later,” Johnson 
added. “And the reliving, as years pass, 

cause a re-occurrence of trauma-related 
symptoms.”

Harvey Aftermath 
Grade 7 
“I chose this because during the hurri-
cane I was scared for my family, but after 
I was happy & thankful my family didn’t 
get hurt.”
Johnson noted that traumatized children 
see their parents struggling to right their 
world. They see their friends, neighbors, 
teachers, continue to struggle. They hear 
stories and see pictures over and over 
again.
MHA Houston encourages par-
ents to talk to their children about 

                                                                                                                                           .tneve citamuart a retfa sgnileef rieht
“It’s important your child feels safe and 
that can come from what you do and 
say,” said Johnson. “It’s also important 
to maintain routines for everyone in the 

comfort in that.” (Courtesy chron.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Children Traumatized By Hurricane
Harvey Seek Healing Through Their art

The Queen of Harvey
 2018 AWARD RECIPIENT - LEVEL 2 (GRADES 3-5) Grade 4

“The Queen of Harvey is a character I created and The Queen of Harvey 
has a special heart that can heal Harvey. To me my character and God can 

work together.”
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Satellites do not yet play a major role in 
the world’s internet infrastructure. How-
ever, this may soon be set to change.
Within the next decade, a new generation 
of satellites could lay the foundations for 
an “internet from space,” says Ankit Sin-
gla, professor at ETH Zurich’s Network 
Design & Architecture Lab. His team is 
investigating how to improve the perfor-
mance of large-scale computer networks, 
including the internet.
Exploiting advances in cost-cutting tech-
nologies in the space sector, the new 
satellite systems would use thousands of 
satellites instead of the tens of satellites 
used in past systems. Laser light could 
then link these satellites to each other to 
form a network.

The coverage these satellites would pro-
vide could reach remote regions that cur-
rently have no or very limited access to 
the internet. These regions are either en-
tirely unconnected or poorly connected 
to the intercontinental fiber-optic cables 

that power today’s internet.
THE ‘INTERNET FROM 

SPACE’ RACE
The capabilities of the LEO satellites 
have triggered a new, contested “space 
race,” with heavyweights such as Elon 
Musk’s SpaceX and Jeff Bezos’ Amazon 
throwing their hats into the ring. These 
companies are developing large-scale 
satellite constellations with thousands 
to tens of thousands of satellites. These 
would orbit the Earth at speeds of 27,000 
km/h (16,777 mp/h) at a height of around 
500 km (around 311 miles) (traditional 
geostationary satellites orbit at around 
35,768 km (22,225 miles).
 “…WE HAVE TO RETHINK VIR-
TUALLY ALL ASPECTS OF THE 
WAY IN WHICH THE INTERNET 
IS CURRENTLY DESIGNED TO 

FUNCTION.”

SpaceX, for example, has already 

launched its first 120 satellites, and is 
planning to offer a satellite-based broad-
band internet service from 2020. In addi-
tion to global coverage, the technology 
used in the “internet from space” promis-
es high data transfer rates without major 
delays in data transmission. The latency, 
as computer scientists call these delays, 
is significantly lower than that of geosta-
tionary satellites, and even that of under-
ground fiber-optic lines for long-distance 
communication.
“If these plans succeed, it would be a 
huge leap forward in the world’s inter-
net infrastructure,” says Debopam Bhat-
tacherjee, a doctoral candidate working 
with Singla to investigate the optimal 
design of networks for satellite-based 
broadband internet in order to guarantee 
a high-bandwidth, delay-free data flow.
DELIVERING THE INTERNET 

WITH SATELLITES
The new research challenges arising 
from the “internet from space” com-
pared to the “internet at ground level” 
are due to the fact that the satellites are 
in motion. The satellites represent nodes 
through which the data travels. As the 
satellite-based nodes constantly change 
their position in relation to one another, 
they form a highly dynamic network.
In contrast, the transit nodes belonging 
to the “internet at ground level” do not 
change their location or position. As a 
result, the largely static infrastructure of 
the “internet at ground level” does not 
address the same requirements as those 
for the “internet from space.”
“OUR APPROACH COULD DOU-
BLE THE EFFICIENCY OF SATEL-

LITE-BASED INTERNET.”
“To implement satellite-based broadband 
internet, we have to rethink virtually all 
aspects of the way in which the internet 
is currently designed to function,” says 
Singla.

He explains that as the satellites fly very 
fast and in dense swarms, more effi-
cient approaches to network design are 
required for the satellite internet. Even 
the design concepts used for mobile net-
works on high-speed trains, drones, and 
aircraft cannot be transferred easily to 
satellites.
Bhattacherjee and Singla have now 
developed a mathematical model that 
demonstrates how one might funda-
mentally improve the network design 
in space. They have tested their design 
approach using the example of SpaceX 
and Amazon, but it can be applied inde-
pendently of the technology of a partic-
ular company.

CONNECTING THE NETWORK
The design concept the researchers de-
vised is based entirely on the high tem-
poral dynamics of the low-Earth orbit 
satellites. The key question they first 
asked was: how can scientists link thou-
sands of satellites together to achieve the 
best possible network performance? The 
answer is not easy, as each satellite can 
have no more than four connections to 
other satellites.
Intuitively, one might think that the sat-
ellites always connect only to the nearest 
satellites. According to Bhattacherjee, 
however, this assumption is too restric-
tive. The satellites could well connect to 
satellites that are more distant. To max-
imize data transfer efficiency, it would 
actually be more efficient if the data used 
longer connections but crossed fewer 
nodes (satellites). After all, the act of 
data crossing through a node also con-
sumes resources, thus reducing resources 
available for other connections.
However, reducing the number of on-
path nodes in order to increase efficiency 
must not compromise the length of the 
end-to-end path. Otherwise, this will de-
teriorate latency. Further, it is important 
that inter-satellite connections do not 
change too often, as establishing new 
connections can take tens of seconds 
during which data cannot be exchanged.
The idea behind the researchers’ ap-
proach is that the connections between 
the satellites would be built based on 

specialized, repetitive patterns. The most 
suitable pattern depends on the satellite 
constellation’s geometry and the net-
work’s input traffic. A key point is that 
the connection pattern repeats on every 
satellite in the network, with all satellites 
connected in exactly the same way, and 
with the connections remaining stable 
over time.

In the case of SpaceX, the new design 
concept increases network efficiency 
by 54% in comparison with the current 
approach; for Kuiper (Amazon), the effi-
ciency increase is 45%.
“Our approach could double the efficien-
cy of satellite-based Internet,” says Bhat-
tacherjee. (Courtesy futurity.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Satellites Could Double 
The Capacity  Of “Internet 

From Space” Systems
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