If you would like to share news or news organization events, and school For news and information consider-

sh T ] o ation. please send o Trump re-election campaign
dale 1our information with our readers, please news to us 1ncll.1d1n1g your n?me and N ew; é)@ scdaily.com to deny credentials to
N'EWS Nﬂw send the unique stories, business phone number in case more informa- or contact Bloomberg News reporters

tion is needed.
John Robbins 832-280-5815

O.W Jun Gai 281-498-4310

A' LY -

President: Catherine Lee
Editor: John Robbins

Address: 11122 Bellaire Blvd.,

) Houston, TX 77072 Inside C2
Southern Daily News is published by Southern News Group Daily E-mail: News@scdaily.com
Tuesday, December 31,2019 | www.today-america.com | Southern News Group

Chinese court sentences ‘gene-editing’
scientist to three years 1n prison

BEIJING (Reuters) - A Chinese court sentenced the scientist
who created the world’s first “gene-edited” babies to three
years in prison on Monday for illegally practising medicine
and violating research regulations, the official Xinhua news
agency said.

In November 2018, He Jiankui, then an associate professor at
Southern University of Science and Technology in Shenzhen,
said he had used gene-editing technology known as CRIS-
PR-Cas9 to change the genes of twin girls to protect them
from getting infected with the AIDS virus in the future.

The backlash in China and globally about the ethics of his
research and work was fast and widespread.

Xinhua said He and his collaborators forged ethical review
materials and recruited men with AIDS who were part of

a couple to carry out the gene-editing. His experiments, it
said, resulted in two women giving birth to three gene-edited
babies.

The court also handed lesser sentences to Zhang Renli and
Qin Jinzhou, who worked at two unnamed medical institu-
tions, for having conspired with He in his work.

“The three accused did not have the proper certification to
practice medicine, and in seeking fame and wealth, deliber-
ately violated national regulations in scientific research and
medical treatment,” the court said in its verdict, according to
Xinhua.

“They have crossed the bottom line of ethics in scientific
research and medical ethics.”
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U.S.-China trade deal signing within week or so: White House adviser

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The White House’s trade adviser on Monday said the
U.S.-China Phase 1 trade deal would likely be signed in the next week, but said
confirmation would come from President Donald Trump or the U.S. Trade Repre-
sentative.

FILE PHOTO: White House trade adviser Peter Navarro listens to a news con-
ference about a presidential executive order relating to military veterans outside
of the West Wing of the White House in Washington, U.S. March 4, 2019. REU-
TERS/Leah Millis/File Photo

White House trade adviser Peter Navarro, in an interview on Fox News,
cited a report that Chinese Vice Premier Liu He would visit this week to
sign the deal, but did not confirm it.

“Washington has sent an invitation and Beijing has accepted it,” the South China
Morning Post on Monday quoted a source as saying.

Representatives for the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative and the White
House did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the report, which
said the Chinese delegation was likely to stay in the United States until the middle
of next week.

“Never believe reports on anonymous sources. Get it from President Trump or

... (U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer,” Navarro told Fox. The United
States and China will likely have a signing of Phase 1 of a new trade deal early in
the new year, White House trade adviser Peter Navarro said on Monday.

“We’ll probably have a signing on that within the next week or so - we’re just
waiting for the translation,” Navarro said in an interview with Fox News.

FILE PHOTO: White House trade adviser Peter Navarro listens to a news conference about a
presidential executive order relating to military veterans outside of the West Wing of the White
House in Washington, U.S. March 4, 2019. REUTERS/Leah Millis/File Photo
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® Great location, 5 minutes drive from Chinatown.
@ Safe and quiet work place with water and electricity,
free high—speed Internet, office furniture.
® There has a large parking lot.

Hi R R{EME Event rental
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® The great location to host various of events in Chinatown area.
@ Spacious place with a large parking lot.
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