
Monday, December 30, 2019 |     www.today-america.com     |     Southern News Group

Tesla set to begin deliveries of Chi-
na-made Model 3 cars on Dec. 30
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BEIJING/SHANGHAI (Reuters) - U.S. electric vehicle mak-
er Tesla Inc (TSLA.O) will begin delivering Model 3 vehicles 
built at its Shanghai factory on Monday, a company represen-
tative told Reuters.
Construction of its first plant outside the United States 
began in January and production started in October. It aims 
to produce 250,000 vehicles a year after production of the 
Model Y is added in the initial phase

The first 15 customers to get the cars on Dec 30 are Tesla 
employees, the company representative added.

The delivery date of Dec. 30 means that the plant will start 
delivering cars to customers just 357 days after the factory’s 
construction started, which will mark a new record for global 
automakers in China.
The China-made cars are priced at 355,800 yuan ($50,000) 
before subsidies and Tesla has said it wants to start deliveries 
before Chinese new year beginning on Jan. 25.

The Shanghai plant is part of the Silicon Valley automaker’s 
plans to bolster its presence in the world’s biggest auto mar-
ket and minimize the impact of the U.S.-China trade war.

The carmaker already treats China, the world’s biggest elec-
tric vehicle market where 1.3 million new-energy vehicles 
were sold last year, differently than elsewhere, with offerings 
such as racing events and showroom parties.
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It is also building service centers and charging stations 
across China to assure customers of standardized af-
ter-sales service, Reuters reported last month.

The Chinese government has also been supportive of the 
factory, which is China’s first wholly foreign-owned car 
plant and a reflection of the government’s broader shift 
to open up its car market.

The Ministry of Industry and Information Technology on 
Friday said it had added Tesla’s China-made Model 3 to 
a list of new energy vehicles exempt from purchase tax.

The ministry had said in August it had exempted all of 
Tesla’s models from purchase tax.

Bruce Lee's daughter sues Chi-
nese fast food chain for using 
late kungfu master's image

SHANGHAI (Reuters) - A firm run by the daughter of Bruce Lee 
has sued a Chinese fast food for using the late kungfu star’s im-
age in its logo without permission and is seeking over 210 
million yuan ($30 million) in compensation, Chinese media 
outlet The Paper reported.
California-based Bruce Lee Enterprises, whose head is 
Shannon Lee, filed the case against the Real Kungfu chain in 
a Shanghai court on Wednesday, requesting that the food firm stop 
using the image and pay an additional 88,000 yuan to cover legal 
expenses.
It also asked that the Guangzhou-based chain to issue clarifications 
for 90 days to say that it has nothing to do with Bruce Lee. Real 
Kungfu, which sells rice bowls with Chinese dishes, was founded in 
1990 and has outlets in over 57 Chinese cities.
Its logo is of a man dressed in a yellow long-sleeved top whose 
looks and stance are similar to Bruce Lee and his famed ‘ready to 
strike’ pose.
Real Kungfu on its Weibo account on Thursday said it was “puz-
zled” by the lawsuit as it had used that logo for the last 15 years. It 
said that while there had been some issues in the past, its use of the 
logo was approved by national authorities.
The filing of the case comes as China has pledged to improve 
protection for intellectual property rights and apply stiffer penal-
ties, one of the key topics in Beijing’s trade dispute with the United 
States.
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