China says case of detained Canadians
turned over to prosecutors

FILE PHOTO: Picture
of Canadian and Chinese flags taken prior
to the meeting with
Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
and China’s President
Xi Jinping at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse on December
5, 2017, in Beijing.
Fred Dufour/Pool via
REUTERS

BEIJING (Reuters) - China’s foreign ministry said
on Friday that an investigation into two Canadians
detained on state security charges since December last
year had ended, and the case had been turned over to
prosecutors.
FILE PHOTO: Picture of Canadian and Chinese flags
taken prior to the meeting with Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and China’s President Xi Jinping at
the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse on December 5, 2017,
in Beijing. Fred Dufour/Pool via REUTERS
Michael Spavor and Michael Kovrig were detained in
China shortly after Canadian authorities arrested Huawei Technologies Co’s [HWT.UL] Chief Financial Officer Meng Wanzhou in Vancouver on a U.S. warrant.
Canada says their arrests were “arbitrary”, and has
been in a diplomatic dispute with China since then.
“Whoever started the trouble first should end it,” Geng
Shuang, spokesman at China’s foreign ministry, said at
a regular media briefing.
“We urge the Canadians to value China’s solemn stance
and concerns, correct their mistakes and immediately release Ms Meng Wanzhou to allow her to return
peacefully to China.”
On Thursday, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau

said the U.S. government should not finalize a trade deal
with China unless the pact also secured the release of the
two Canadians.
Joseph Crook, a spokesman for the U.S. embassy in Ottawa, said Washington was deeply concerned by the arrest of
the two Canadians.
Geng said Canada’s attempt to link Sino-U.S. trade matters with other issues was doomed to fail.
“As for the two citizens Canada is constantly nagging
about, these two people were suspected of conducting
activities that harm China’s national security,” Geng said.
“China’s investigative organs have completed their investigation, and according to law, have handed them over to
procuratorate and is going through the review and being
prosecuted.”

Oil prices down but log third
weekly rise on trade hopes
NEW YORK (Reuters) - Oil prices fell on Friday, but both
benchmarks logged a third straight weekly gain amid the easing of U.S.-Chinese trade tensions, which has boosted business
confidence and the outlook for global economic growth.
Brent LCOc1 crude futures settled at $66.14 a barrel,
down 40 cents, or 0.6%, but marked a weekly rise of
around 1.4%. U.S. West Texas Intermediate crude CLc1
futures settled at $60.44 a barrel, falling 40 cents, or 1.21%,
while gaining about 0.6% on the week.
Progress in the trade dispute between the world’s two biggest oil consumers has raised expectations of higher energy
demand next year.
“(The focus) continues to be the developments around the
U.S.-China trade situation, with a sufficient amount of positive
spin all week,” said John Kilduff, a partner at Again Capital in
New York.
China on Thursday announced a list of import tariff exemptions for six oil and chemical products from the United States,
days after Washington and Beijing said an interim trade deal is
set to be signed in January.
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Philippines bans two U.S. senators, mulls
new visa rules for Americans
MANILA (Reuters) - The Philippines has banned two U.S.
lawmakers from visiting and will introduce tighter entry
restrictions for U.S. citizens should Washington enforce
sanctions over the detention of a top government critic, the
president’s spokesman said on Friday.
President Rodrigo Duterte will impose visa requirements on
U.S. nationals should any Philippine officials involved in the
incarceration of Senator Leila de Lima be denied entry to the
United States, as sought by U.S. senators Richard Durbin and
Patrick Leahy.
Duterte’s move comes after the U.S. Congress approved a 2020
budget that contains a provision introduced by the senators
against anyone involved in holding de Lima, who was charged
with drug offences in 2017 after she led an investigation into
mass killings during Duterte’s war on drugs.
“We will not sit idly if they continue to interfere with our processes as a sovereign state,” Philippine presidential spokesman
Salvador Panelo told a news conference.
The Philippines grants visa-free entry for up to 30 days to
Americans, 792,000 of whom visited in the first nine months
of 2019, nearly 13% of foreign arrivals.
The U.S. embassy in Manila and the State Department did not
immediately respond to requests for comment, but Leahy’s
spokesman David Carle called the charges against de Lima
politically motivated, and added:
“This is about the right of Filipino citizens - and people everywhere - to freely express their opinions, including opinions
that may be critical of government policies that involve the use
of excessive force and the denial of due process.”
Panelo said travel restrictions over de Lima’s detention were
nonsense because she was not wrongfully imprisoned but
detained pending trial for crimes.

“The case of Senator de Lima is not one
of persecution but of prosecution,” he
said.
Duterte makes no secret of his disdain for the United States and what he
considers its hypocrisy and interference,
though he admits that most Filipinos
and his military have high regard for
their country’s former colonial ruler.
The United States is the Philippines
biggest defense ally and millions of
Filipinos have relatives who are U.S.
citizens.
De Lima, a justice minister in a for-

mer administration, has won
numerous awards from human
rights groups, who consider
her a prisoner of conscience.
She has called for an international investigation into Duterte’s war on drugs, in which
thousands of people have been
killed.
Police say those killed were
drug dealers who resisted
arrest, but activists say many of
the killings were murders.
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FILE PHOTO: Traders work on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange
(NYSE) in New York, U.S., . REUTERS/Brendan McDermid/File Photo
A demonstrator throws back a tear gas canister during a protest against Chile’s government in Santiago, Chile
December 27, 2019. REUTERS/Ivan Alvarado TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Mehrban Akhtar, 20, blindfolded and buried in sand up to his neck
during a solar eclipse, is pictured along Clifton beach in Karachi
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Man walks on a frost-covered railway track on a cold winter morning
on the outskirts of Srinagar

FILE PHOTO: Computer chip maker Intel’s logo is shown on a gaming computer display
during the opening day of E3, the annual video games expo revealing the latest in gaming
software and hardware in Los Angeles

Man walks on a frost-covered railway track on a cold winter morning on the outskirts of
Srinagar

House Judiciary Committee holds hearing on Trump impeachment inquiry on Capitol Hill in Washington

Tattoo artist Maram, 16, inks a demonstrator’s back with artwork symbolising the
ongoing anti-government protests, in Baghdad, Iraq December 24, 2019. Picture taken
December 24, 2019. REUTERS/Khalid al Mousily TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
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McDonald’s Commits Half A Million Dollars To
Establish A Scholarship Program For Asian And
Pacific Islander American (APIA) Students

McDonald’s Offers $500,000
In Scholarships For Asian And
Pacific Islander American Students

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Last Wednesday, the fast-food giant announced its plans of providing $500,000
to create the first-ever McDonald’s/APIA
Scholarship program. The program, created in partnership with APIA Scholars,
will initially award 15 four-year scholarships and 40 one-year scholarships to
rising college freshmen.
According to the announcement, the 55
scholarships will be awarded in Spring
2020.
“McDonald’s is very excited to launch
the McDonald’s APIA Scholarship program to give a platform for APIA students to achieve their higher education
dreams,” Seattle McDonald’s Owner/
Operator William Cho was quoted as
saying.
“We believe everyone deserves the
chance to go to college, regardless of finances, and McDonald’s is committed to
making that happen.”
APIA Scholars noted that while half
of all APIAs do have a college degree,
economical and educational disparities
within the APIA community are significant.
Based on APIA figures, only 25% of
Native Hawaiians, Pacific Islanders and

Southeast Asian Americans have college
degrees. It also noted that the top 10% of
APIAs earn more than 10 times the bottom 10% of APIAs.

These numbers are the reason why scholarship programs are so crucial to the
community, according to APIA Scholars.
For the McDonald’s/APIA Scholarship
program, students who are first-generation college attendees and demonstrate
high financial need will be prioritized.
The application for the McDonald’s/
APIA Scholarship will be available for
the 2020-2021 academic year until January 22, 2020 at 5 p.m. EST. Applications
can now be accessed at www.apiascholars.org/.
In order to qualify, applicants must meet
the requirements below:
1.Be of Asian and/or Pacific Islander ethnicity as defined by the U.S. Census
2.Be a citizen, national or legal permanent resident of the United States. Cit-

izens of the Republic of the Marshall
Islands, Federated States of Micronesia
and the Republic of Palau are also eligible to apply
3.Will be enrolling as an undergraduate
student in a U.S. accredited college or
university in the Fall 2020
4.Have a minimum cumulative GPA of
2.7 on a 4.0 scale (unweighted) or have
earned a GED

top 10% of APIAs earn more than ten
times the bottom 10% of APIAs, which
is why scholarship programs like the
McDonald’s/APIA Scholarship program
are so crucial to the community. Emphasis will be placed on students who are
first generation college attendees and
demonstrate high financial need.

5.Must apply for federal financial aid for
the 2020-2021 academic year using the
Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FASFA) by early April 2020
6.Submit one letter of recommendation
online
In addition to the APIA Scholarship, McDonald’s also offers the HACER® National Scholarship for Hispanic students
and the McDonald’s Black and Positively Golden Scholarships to students attending Historically Black Colleges and
Universities.
McDonald’s announced that it has committed $500,000 to establish the first-ever McDonald’s/APIA Scholarship program in partnership with APIA Scholars.
Fifty-five Asian and Pacific Islander
American (APIA) college students will
benefit from the program, furthering
McDonald’s longtime support of providing educational and career resources to
bright future leaders.
According to APIA Scholars, half of all
APIAs have a college degree, compared
to a third of all Americans, but there are
tremendous disparities within the APIA
community, economically and educationally. Only 25% of Native Hawaiians,
Pacific Islanders, and Southeast Asian
Americans have college degrees and the

“McDonald’s is very excited to launch
the McDonald’s APIA Scholarship program to give a platform for APIA students to achieve their higher education
dreams,” said William Cho, a Seattle
McDonald’s Owner/Operator. “We believe everyone deserves the chance to
go to college, regardless of finances, and
McDonald’s is committed to help make
that happen.”

Founded in 2003, McDonald’s partner,
APIA Scholars, is the nation’s largest
non-profit organization that provides
college scholarships to APIAs with financial need and has distributed more
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than $150 million in scholarships with
the support of partners.
“We are grateful to McDonald’s for their
longstanding support and partnership in
our mission to make a difference in the
lives of APIA students,” said Noël S.
Harmon, President and Executive Director, APIA Scholars. “There are tremendous disparities within the APIA
community, both economically and educationally, that are often overlooked. As
a founding sponsor of APIA Scholars,
McDonald’s has supported our efforts to
address these disparities. We are grateful
to McDonald’s for recognizing the need
and working with us to make a difference.”
APIA Scholars is currently accepting
online applications for the McDonald’s/
APIA Scholarship at www.apiascholars.
org/. The application will be available
for the 2020-2021 academic year until
January 22, 2020 at 5:00 PM EST.
McDonald’s also offers the HACER®
National Scholarship for Hispanic students and the McDonald’s Black and
Positively Golden Scholarships to students attending Historically Black Colleges and Universities. In addition to the
scholarships offered, McDonald’s Archways to Opportunity program provides
eligible employees at participating U.S.
restaurants an opportunity to earn a high
school diploma, receive upfront college
tuition assistance, access free education/
career advising services and learn English as a second language. For more
information about McDonald’s support
of education, please visit http://www.
mcdonald’s.com/people.
(Courtesy
https://nextshark.com/) and https://news.
mcdonalds.com/)
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Employees Needed To
Fill Local Newsrooms

BUSINESS
ground in these communities.
•Propublica, a nonprofit newsroom,
says it is committed to funding more
local news investigations specifically in
2020. It’s looking to pay the salaries and
a benefits allowance for reporters at six
partner news organizations “who will
each spend one year tackling an investigative project that is important to their
communities.”

What’s next: While Americans mostly
agree that something should be done to
address the demise of local news and
local news jobs, the population differs
on how to address the problem based on
their party identification. Until there’s a
consensus on how to address the problem as a society, expect individual efforts
to persist. (Courtesy axios.com)
Related
Big Tech Is throwing money at the local news problem

(Illustration/Axios)
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Efforts to fill local newsrooms are ramping up as the industry continues to face
rapid cuts, consolidation and closures.
Why it matters: The death of local news
in America is routinely cited as one of
the country’s biggest threats to democracy. With fewer opportunities in local
journalism and less job security at the local level, finding talent to fill local newsrooms has become a center of focus.
Driving the news: Report for America,
an organization that places emerging
journalists into local newsrooms, said
Monday that it’s on pace to place 250
journalists in 164 local newsrooms in
2020.
•The group’s announcement marks
one of the largest single-day hiring announcements for journalists at the local
level. It says that this commitment is
more than four ties the size of its 2019
class.

•Many of the journalists will be assigned
to beats that have withered with the local
news crisis, like local government, veterans issues, military bases and housing.
•AP and Report for America announced
last week as a part of this initiative that it
would place 14 reporters in state legislatures across the country.
Other groups are investing record
amounts of money into local news. In total, about $1 billion has been committed
to solving the local news problem over
the next few years.
•The Knight Foundation said in February that it’s committed $300 million
into reshaping local news. Over the
summer, it announced two projects from
that investment, one for $50 million and
one for $6 million, both focused on researching ways that tech and tech policy
impacts the news businesses, including
local news.
•McClatchy launched The Compass Experiment earlier this year, with financial
backing from Google, to develop new
business models and launch new outlets
in underserved news communities. McClatchy plans to put journalists on the

•Google, Facebook, Automattic and
other tech giants have collectively
pledged hundreds of millions of dollars
into local news programs over the next
few years.
Yes, but: Efforts to support local news
by billionaire philanthropists have mostly faltered. Instead, most big backers
have invested in resurrecting national
media outlets, like Laurene Powell Jobs
and The Atlantic, Mark Benioff and
Time Magazine, and Jeff Bezos and The
Washington Post.
•The notable exception has been Craig
Newmark, the founder of CraigsList,
who has donated over $80 million to
journalism causes in the past few years,
with many efforts focusing specifically
on local journalism.
The big picture: Large newspaper
chains, facing economic strife, are consolidating and laying off thousands of
journalists as an effort to stay in business. The recently-approved merger
merger between GateHouse and Gannett
alone is expected to cut about 2,500 local
news jobs, although not all of those jobs
will be in editorial.

(Illustration/Axios)
Major tech companies and moguls are
pouring lots of money into initiatives to
support quality journalism, after months
of bad headlines about fake news and the
longer-term struggles of business models for journalism, especially at the local
level.
Why it matters: The efforts are meant
to show tech’s support for quality journalism, even though its products and
business models often feel at odds with
fostering a quality news ecosystem.
Microsoft President Brad Smith discussed the topic with Axios’ Kim Hart
at an editors’ gathering in Redmond,
Wash....
“I think we should all care about high
quality journalism. ... I keep hoping that
we’re gonna see the journalism profession come out the other end. Remember,
a decade ago, people were saying, ‘Gee,
there’s no future in high quality audio
visual entertainment.’ It [was] being decimated by cable and then a new business
model emerged.”
Driving the news: Facebook says it’s
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granting $300 million to news programs,
partnerships and content over the next 3
years, matching Google’s commitment
of $300 million towards news initiatives
last year and following Craig Newmark’s
$20 million donation to the CUNY Journalism School.
•Facebook’s project is meant to support
local journalists with immediate newsgathering needs while helping them
build long-term sustainable business
models, on and off its platform.
•Facebook says it’s targeting local news
because it became evident it would have
the biggest impact in this sector after
working with publishers via its accelerator programs. (Courtesy axios.com)

China says case of detained Canadians
turned over to prosecutors

FILE PHOTO: Picture
of Canadian and Chinese flags taken prior
to the meeting with
Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
and China’s President
Xi Jinping at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse on December
5, 2017, in Beijing.
Fred Dufour/Pool via
REUTERS

BEIJING (Reuters) - China’s foreign ministry said
on Friday that an investigation into two Canadians
detained on state security charges since December last
year had ended, and the case had been turned over to
prosecutors.
FILE PHOTO: Picture of Canadian and Chinese flags
taken prior to the meeting with Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and China’s President Xi Jinping at
the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse on December 5, 2017,
in Beijing. Fred Dufour/Pool via REUTERS
Michael Spavor and Michael Kovrig were detained in
China shortly after Canadian authorities arrested Huawei Technologies Co’s [HWT.UL] Chief Financial Officer Meng Wanzhou in Vancouver on a U.S. warrant.
Canada says their arrests were “arbitrary”, and has
been in a diplomatic dispute with China since then.
“Whoever started the trouble first should end it,” Geng
Shuang, spokesman at China’s foreign ministry, said at
a regular media briefing.
“We urge the Canadians to value China’s solemn stance
and concerns, correct their mistakes and immediately release Ms Meng Wanzhou to allow her to return
peacefully to China.”
On Thursday, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau

said the U.S. government should not finalize a trade deal
with China unless the pact also secured the release of the
two Canadians.
Joseph Crook, a spokesman for the U.S. embassy in Ottawa, said Washington was deeply concerned by the arrest of
the two Canadians.
Geng said Canada’s attempt to link Sino-U.S. trade matters with other issues was doomed to fail.
“As for the two citizens Canada is constantly nagging
about, these two people were suspected of conducting
activities that harm China’s national security,” Geng said.
“China’s investigative organs have completed their investigation, and according to law, have handed them over to
procuratorate and is going through the review and being
prosecuted.”

Oil prices down but log third
weekly rise on trade hopes
NEW YORK (Reuters) - Oil prices fell on Friday, but both
benchmarks logged a third straight weekly gain amid the easing of U.S.-Chinese trade tensions, which has boosted business
confidence and the outlook for global economic growth.
Brent LCOc1 crude futures settled at $66.14 a barrel,
down 40 cents, or 0.6%, but marked a weekly rise of
around 1.4%. U.S. West Texas Intermediate crude CLc1
futures settled at $60.44 a barrel, falling 40 cents, or 1.21%,
while gaining about 0.6% on the week.
Progress in the trade dispute between the world’s two biggest oil consumers has raised expectations of higher energy
demand next year.
“(The focus) continues to be the developments around the
U.S.-China trade situation, with a sufficient amount of positive
spin all week,” said John Kilduff, a partner at Again Capital in
New York.
China on Thursday announced a list of import tariff exemptions for six oil and chemical products from the United States,
days after Washington and Beijing said an interim trade deal is
set to be signed in January.
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Philippines bans two U.S. senators, mulls
new visa rules for Americans
MANILA (Reuters) - The Philippines has banned two U.S.
lawmakers from visiting and will introduce tighter entry
restrictions for U.S. citizens should Washington enforce
sanctions over the detention of a top government critic, the
president’s spokesman said on Friday.
President Rodrigo Duterte will impose visa requirements on
U.S. nationals should any Philippine officials involved in the
incarceration of Senator Leila de Lima be denied entry to the
United States, as sought by U.S. senators Richard Durbin and
Patrick Leahy.
Duterte’s move comes after the U.S. Congress approved a 2020
budget that contains a provision introduced by the senators
against anyone involved in holding de Lima, who was charged
with drug offences in 2017 after she led an investigation into
mass killings during Duterte’s war on drugs.
“We will not sit idly if they continue to interfere with our processes as a sovereign state,” Philippine presidential spokesman
Salvador Panelo told a news conference.
The Philippines grants visa-free entry for up to 30 days to
Americans, 792,000 of whom visited in the first nine months
of 2019, nearly 13% of foreign arrivals.
The U.S. embassy in Manila and the State Department did not
immediately respond to requests for comment, but Leahy’s
spokesman David Carle called the charges against de Lima
politically motivated, and added:
“This is about the right of Filipino citizens - and people everywhere - to freely express their opinions, including opinions
that may be critical of government policies that involve the use
of excessive force and the denial of due process.”
Panelo said travel restrictions over de Lima’s detention were
nonsense because she was not wrongfully imprisoned but
detained pending trial for crimes.

“The case of Senator de Lima is not one
of persecution but of prosecution,” he
said.
Duterte makes no secret of his disdain for the United States and what he
considers its hypocrisy and interference,
though he admits that most Filipinos
and his military have high regard for
their country’s former colonial ruler.
The United States is the Philippines
biggest defense ally and millions of
Filipinos have relatives who are U.S.
citizens.
De Lima, a justice minister in a for-

mer administration, has won
numerous awards from human
rights groups, who consider
her a prisoner of conscience.
She has called for an international investigation into Duterte’s war on drugs, in which
thousands of people have been
killed.
Police say those killed were
drug dealers who resisted
arrest, but activists say many of
the killings were murders.
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FILE PHOTO: Traders work on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange
(NYSE) in New York, U.S., . REUTERS/Brendan McDermid/File Photo
A demonstrator throws back a tear gas canister during a protest against Chile’s government in Santiago, Chile
December 27, 2019. REUTERS/Ivan Alvarado TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Mehrban Akhtar, 20, blindfolded and buried in sand up to his neck
during a solar eclipse, is pictured along Clifton beach in Karachi
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Man walks on a frost-covered railway track on a cold winter morning
on the outskirts of Srinagar

FILE PHOTO: Computer chip maker Intel’s logo is shown on a gaming computer display
during the opening day of E3, the annual video games expo revealing the latest in gaming
software and hardware in Los Angeles

Man walks on a frost-covered railway track on a cold winter morning on the outskirts of
Srinagar

House Judiciary Committee holds hearing on Trump impeachment inquiry on Capitol Hill in Washington

Tattoo artist Maram, 16, inks a demonstrator’s back with artwork symbolising the
ongoing anti-government protests, in Baghdad, Iraq December 24, 2019. Picture taken
December 24, 2019. REUTERS/Khalid al Mousily TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Saturday, December 28, 2019

COMMUNITY
McDonald’s Commits Half A Million Dollars To
Establish A Scholarship Program For Asian And
Pacific Islander American (APIA) Students

McDonald’s Offers $500,000
In Scholarships For Asian And
Pacific Islander American Students

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Last Wednesday, the fast-food giant announced its plans of providing $500,000
to create the first-ever McDonald’s/APIA
Scholarship program. The program, created in partnership with APIA Scholars,
will initially award 15 four-year scholarships and 40 one-year scholarships to
rising college freshmen.
According to the announcement, the 55
scholarships will be awarded in Spring
2020.
“McDonald’s is very excited to launch
the McDonald’s APIA Scholarship program to give a platform for APIA students to achieve their higher education
dreams,” Seattle McDonald’s Owner/
Operator William Cho was quoted as
saying.
“We believe everyone deserves the
chance to go to college, regardless of finances, and McDonald’s is committed to
making that happen.”
APIA Scholars noted that while half
of all APIAs do have a college degree,
economical and educational disparities
within the APIA community are significant.
Based on APIA figures, only 25% of
Native Hawaiians, Pacific Islanders and

Southeast Asian Americans have college
degrees. It also noted that the top 10% of
APIAs earn more than 10 times the bottom 10% of APIAs.

These numbers are the reason why scholarship programs are so crucial to the
community, according to APIA Scholars.
For the McDonald’s/APIA Scholarship
program, students who are first-generation college attendees and demonstrate
high financial need will be prioritized.
The application for the McDonald’s/
APIA Scholarship will be available for
the 2020-2021 academic year until January 22, 2020 at 5 p.m. EST. Applications
can now be accessed at www.apiascholars.org/.
In order to qualify, applicants must meet
the requirements below:
1.Be of Asian and/or Pacific Islander ethnicity as defined by the U.S. Census
2.Be a citizen, national or legal permanent resident of the United States. Cit-

izens of the Republic of the Marshall
Islands, Federated States of Micronesia
and the Republic of Palau are also eligible to apply
3.Will be enrolling as an undergraduate
student in a U.S. accredited college or
university in the Fall 2020
4.Have a minimum cumulative GPA of
2.7 on a 4.0 scale (unweighted) or have
earned a GED

top 10% of APIAs earn more than ten
times the bottom 10% of APIAs, which
is why scholarship programs like the
McDonald’s/APIA Scholarship program
are so crucial to the community. Emphasis will be placed on students who are
first generation college attendees and
demonstrate high financial need.

5.Must apply for federal financial aid for
the 2020-2021 academic year using the
Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FASFA) by early April 2020
6.Submit one letter of recommendation
online
In addition to the APIA Scholarship, McDonald’s also offers the HACER® National Scholarship for Hispanic students
and the McDonald’s Black and Positively Golden Scholarships to students attending Historically Black Colleges and
Universities.
McDonald’s announced that it has committed $500,000 to establish the first-ever McDonald’s/APIA Scholarship program in partnership with APIA Scholars.
Fifty-five Asian and Pacific Islander
American (APIA) college students will
benefit from the program, furthering
McDonald’s longtime support of providing educational and career resources to
bright future leaders.
According to APIA Scholars, half of all
APIAs have a college degree, compared
to a third of all Americans, but there are
tremendous disparities within the APIA
community, economically and educationally. Only 25% of Native Hawaiians,
Pacific Islanders, and Southeast Asian
Americans have college degrees and the

“McDonald’s is very excited to launch
the McDonald’s APIA Scholarship program to give a platform for APIA students to achieve their higher education
dreams,” said William Cho, a Seattle
McDonald’s Owner/Operator. “We believe everyone deserves the chance to
go to college, regardless of finances, and
McDonald’s is committed to help make
that happen.”

Founded in 2003, McDonald’s partner,
APIA Scholars, is the nation’s largest
non-profit organization that provides
college scholarships to APIAs with financial need and has distributed more
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than $150 million in scholarships with
the support of partners.
“We are grateful to McDonald’s for their
longstanding support and partnership in
our mission to make a difference in the
lives of APIA students,” said Noël S.
Harmon, President and Executive Director, APIA Scholars. “There are tremendous disparities within the APIA
community, both economically and educationally, that are often overlooked. As
a founding sponsor of APIA Scholars,
McDonald’s has supported our efforts to
address these disparities. We are grateful
to McDonald’s for recognizing the need
and working with us to make a difference.”
APIA Scholars is currently accepting
online applications for the McDonald’s/
APIA Scholarship at www.apiascholars.
org/. The application will be available
for the 2020-2021 academic year until
January 22, 2020 at 5:00 PM EST.
McDonald’s also offers the HACER®
National Scholarship for Hispanic students and the McDonald’s Black and
Positively Golden Scholarships to students attending Historically Black Colleges and Universities. In addition to the
scholarships offered, McDonald’s Archways to Opportunity program provides
eligible employees at participating U.S.
restaurants an opportunity to earn a high
school diploma, receive upfront college
tuition assistance, access free education/
career advising services and learn English as a second language. For more
information about McDonald’s support
of education, please visit http://www.
mcdonald’s.com/people.
(Courtesy
https://nextshark.com/) and https://news.
mcdonalds.com/)
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Employees Needed To
Fill Local Newsrooms
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ground in these communities.
•Propublica, a nonprofit newsroom,
says it is committed to funding more
local news investigations specifically in
2020. It’s looking to pay the salaries and
a benefits allowance for reporters at six
partner news organizations “who will
each spend one year tackling an investigative project that is important to their
communities.”

What’s next: While Americans mostly
agree that something should be done to
address the demise of local news and
local news jobs, the population differs
on how to address the problem based on
their party identification. Until there’s a
consensus on how to address the problem as a society, expect individual efforts
to persist. (Courtesy axios.com)
Related
Big Tech Is throwing money at the local news problem

(Illustration/Axios)
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Efforts to fill local newsrooms are ramping up as the industry continues to face
rapid cuts, consolidation and closures.
Why it matters: The death of local news
in America is routinely cited as one of
the country’s biggest threats to democracy. With fewer opportunities in local
journalism and less job security at the local level, finding talent to fill local newsrooms has become a center of focus.
Driving the news: Report for America,
an organization that places emerging
journalists into local newsrooms, said
Monday that it’s on pace to place 250
journalists in 164 local newsrooms in
2020.
•The group’s announcement marks
one of the largest single-day hiring announcements for journalists at the local
level. It says that this commitment is
more than four ties the size of its 2019
class.

•Many of the journalists will be assigned
to beats that have withered with the local
news crisis, like local government, veterans issues, military bases and housing.
•AP and Report for America announced
last week as a part of this initiative that it
would place 14 reporters in state legislatures across the country.
Other groups are investing record
amounts of money into local news. In total, about $1 billion has been committed
to solving the local news problem over
the next few years.
•The Knight Foundation said in February that it’s committed $300 million
into reshaping local news. Over the
summer, it announced two projects from
that investment, one for $50 million and
one for $6 million, both focused on researching ways that tech and tech policy
impacts the news businesses, including
local news.
•McClatchy launched The Compass Experiment earlier this year, with financial
backing from Google, to develop new
business models and launch new outlets
in underserved news communities. McClatchy plans to put journalists on the

•Google, Facebook, Automattic and
other tech giants have collectively
pledged hundreds of millions of dollars
into local news programs over the next
few years.
Yes, but: Efforts to support local news
by billionaire philanthropists have mostly faltered. Instead, most big backers
have invested in resurrecting national
media outlets, like Laurene Powell Jobs
and The Atlantic, Mark Benioff and
Time Magazine, and Jeff Bezos and The
Washington Post.
•The notable exception has been Craig
Newmark, the founder of CraigsList,
who has donated over $80 million to
journalism causes in the past few years,
with many efforts focusing specifically
on local journalism.
The big picture: Large newspaper
chains, facing economic strife, are consolidating and laying off thousands of
journalists as an effort to stay in business. The recently-approved merger
merger between GateHouse and Gannett
alone is expected to cut about 2,500 local
news jobs, although not all of those jobs
will be in editorial.

(Illustration/Axios)
Major tech companies and moguls are
pouring lots of money into initiatives to
support quality journalism, after months
of bad headlines about fake news and the
longer-term struggles of business models for journalism, especially at the local
level.
Why it matters: The efforts are meant
to show tech’s support for quality journalism, even though its products and
business models often feel at odds with
fostering a quality news ecosystem.
Microsoft President Brad Smith discussed the topic with Axios’ Kim Hart
at an editors’ gathering in Redmond,
Wash....
“I think we should all care about high
quality journalism. ... I keep hoping that
we’re gonna see the journalism profession come out the other end. Remember,
a decade ago, people were saying, ‘Gee,
there’s no future in high quality audio
visual entertainment.’ It [was] being decimated by cable and then a new business
model emerged.”
Driving the news: Facebook says it’s
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granting $300 million to news programs,
partnerships and content over the next 3
years, matching Google’s commitment
of $300 million towards news initiatives
last year and following Craig Newmark’s
$20 million donation to the CUNY Journalism School.
•Facebook’s project is meant to support
local journalists with immediate newsgathering needs while helping them
build long-term sustainable business
models, on and off its platform.
•Facebook says it’s targeting local news
because it became evident it would have
the biggest impact in this sector after
working with publishers via its accelerator programs. (Courtesy axios.com)

