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Wall Street Week Ahead: Tariff deadline 
keeps focus on trade as 2019 draws to close
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NEW YORK (Reuters) - The stock market looks set to end 
2019 the way it began the year — highly sensitive to head-
lines from President Donald Trump’s global trade war.
Stocks pulled back from record highs to start December, un-
dermined by comments from Trump and others in his ad-
ministration suggesting any deal to resolve the trade dispute 
between the United States and China would not come soon. 
But the market rebounded at the end of the week on Friday’s 
strong U.S. jobs and a change in tone from Trump.
Wall Street could see more volatility ahead of Dec. 15, when 
the next tranche of U.S. tariffs on Chinese imports is set to 
take effect.
At the start of the week, investors said equity prices were 
factoring in that those tariffs would be delayed if not canceled 
as Beijing and Washington work on a “phase one” trade deal. 
But subsequent tough talk from Trump officials has shaken 
those expectations somewhat.
“Until we get some finality on this, the day-to-day is going to 
move on headlines that suggest progress or lack thereof,” said 
Keith Lerner, chief market strategist at SunTrust Advisory 
Services in Atlanta.
While the dispute between the world’s two largest economies 
commands the spotlight, other trade issues also have drawn 
investor attention. They include a recent delay in ratification 
of the North American Trade pact, potential U.S. tariffs on 
imported autos and Trump’s issuing surprise levies on steel 
imports from Brazil and Argentina.
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Optimism over a U.S.-China truce has helped push the 
major Wall Street indexes to all-times highs recently, 
with the benchmark S&P 500 .SPX logging a gain of 
more than 20% so far in 2019. But as the latest swings 
show, lack of a resolution to a trade dispute that has last-
ed nearly two years continues to weigh on the market.
“The problem is the uncertainty that the trade war pro-
cess has on business decisions,” said Art Hogan, chief 
market strategist at National Securities in New York. 
“Without some sort of short-term truce, company spend-
ing gets frozen and that’s where it affects the economy 
and the market.”
The tariffs on $156 billion in Chinese imports that could 
take effect Dec. 15 are largely on consumer goods, 
including cellphones, laptop and desktop computers, toys 
and clothing.
UBS economists estimate those tariffs would drag on 
U.S. gross domestic product by either 0.1% or 0.2% in 
each of the four quarters next year. UBS projects overall 
GDP growth to average 1.1% in 2020, with tariffs gener-
ally weighing heavily in the first half of the year

Aside from the fallout from the tariffs themselves, 
“the next read from them going into effect is that trade 
discussions are not going well,” said Walter Todd, chief 
investment officer with Greenwood Capital in South 
Carolina.

Political tensions over U.S. support for protesters in Hong 
Kong and over Beijing’s treatment of its Uighur Muslim 
minority have also raised concerns about the prospects for 
an initial trade deal.
“Without a phase one plan on getting something signed 
early in the new year, I think the market is susceptible for 
a pullback,” said Robert Pavlik, chief investment strategist 
at SlateStone Wealth LLC.
The focus will remain on trade into next week, even 
as the Federal Reserve holds its last meeting of 2019, 
with the U.S. central bank expected to keep interest 
rates steady after three cuts earlier in the year.
“The Fed chairman pretty much outlined that the bar is 
very high to raise rates,” SunTrust’s Lerner said.
However, he added, if some of the tariffs result in a sharp 
slowdown, “the Fed would have to act eventually” by 
cutting rates.
Investors will also be looking for signs of strength in the 
holiday shopping season, given that consumer spending is 
seen as a key pillar holding up overall economic growth.

FILE PHOTO: A Wall St. street sign is seen near the New 
York Stock Exchange (NYSE) in New York City, U.S., 
September 17, 2019. REUTERS/Brendan McDermid
There is a strong incentive to push off the tariffs “as long 
as people are at the negotiating table,” said Carol Schleif, 
deputy chief investment officer at Abbot Downing in 
Minneapolis.
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WORLD NEWS

DUBAI/WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The United 
States and Iran each freed a prisoner on Saturday in 
a rare act of cooperation between two longtime foes 
whose ties have worsened since President Donald 
Trump took office.
Iran released Xiyue Wang, a U.S. citizen who had 
been held for three years on spying charges, while the 
United States freed Iranian Massoud Soleimani. He 
had been facing charges of violating U.S. sanctions 
against Tehran.
A senior U.S. official said Washington was hopeful 
that Wang’s release would lead to the freeing of other 
Americans held in Iran and that it was a sign Tehran 
was willing to discuss other issues.
Wang appeared to be in good health and humor, he 
said.
Factbox: Rise in U.S.-Iran tensions precedes prisoner 
swap
Factbox: Reactions to Iran-U.S. prisoner swap
Switzerland facilitated the swap. Iranian Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif met Soleimani in 
Zurich, state news agency IRNA said. Soleimani, who 
then flew to Iran, was accompanied to Switzerland by 
Brian Hook, the U.S. special representative for Iran, 
according to a U.S. official.

Trump thanked Iran on Twitter for what he called a 
“very fair negotiation” that led to the exchange. He 
said the swap showed the United States and Iran “can 
make a deal together”.
In an earlier statement, Trump thanked the Swiss gov-
ernment for its help in negotiating Wang’s release.
“Freeing Americans held captive is of vital impor-
tance to my administration, and we will continue to 
work hard to bring home all our citizens wrongfully 
held captive overseas,” Trump said.
Arriving in Tehran, Soleimani, a stem cell expert, 
told reporters the Americans who had held him were 
“petty.”

United States and Iran swap prison-
ers in rare act of cooperation

“I told them that I had patients 
that needed my help. And they 
said who cares. Let them die,” 
he said. “It shows that Amer-
ican officials have issues with 
Iranians.”
IRNA reported that Wang was 
released based on “Islamic 
clemency”.
The releases were the result of 
three or four weeks of intensive 
negotiations, the senior U.S. 
official said.

“We’re hopeful this will lead us to further 
success with Iran,” he told reporters in a 
conference call.
U.S. Ambassador to Switzerland Edward 
McMullen greets Xiyue Wang in Zurich, 
Switzerland December 7, 2019. U.S. 
Embassy in Switzerland/Handout via 
REUTERS
Switzerland represents U.S. diplomatic 
interests in Iran, since Washington and 
Tehran cut diplomatic ties shortly after 
the 1979 Islamic Revolution.
CHARGES DROPPED

Wang, a Princeton University graduate stu-
dent, was convicted on espionage charges and 
sentenced to 10 years in prison in 2017. His 
family and the university have always said he 
was in Iran for research into a history degree 
and denied spying.
According to Princeton, he was born in Bei-
jing in 1980, emigrated to the United States 
in 2001 and became a naturalized U.S. citizen 
in 2009. His wife and child are Chinese 
citizens. China, which normally requires its 
citizens to give up their nationality when they 
become citizens of another country, has not 
commented publicly on the case.

U.S. Ambassa-
dor to Switzer-
land Edward 
McMullen 
greets Xiyue 
Wang in Zurich, 
Switzerland De-
cember 7, 2019. 
U.S. Embassy 
in Switzerland/
Handout via 
REUTERS



Argentina’s President-elect Fernandez announces his cabinet ahead of taking 
office in Buenos Aires

ATTENTION EDITORS - SENSITIVE MATERIAL. THIS IMAGE MAY OFFEND OR 
DISTURB A wounded Palestinian boy is evacuated during an anti-Israel protest at the Isra-
el-Gaza border fence, in the southern Gaza Strip December 6, 2019. REUTERS/Ibraheem 
Abu Mustafa TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Film producer Harvey Weinstein arrives for a hearing in his sexual assault case at New York 
Supreme Court in New York

C3Monday, December 09, 2019

Editor’s Choice

A woman gets her eyes tested at a free eye-care camp on the occasion of Indian politician Babasaheb 
Ambedkar’s death anniversary in Mumbai

An artisan applies finishing touches to a decorative ceiling of a pandal during prepara-
tions for the upcoming Hindu festival of Durga Puja in Kolkata

Firefighters from Bolivia’s army line up before patrolling an area where wildfires 
have destroyed hectares of forest at Rancho Grande village in Robore

TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Democratic 2020 U.S. presidential candidate and former U.S. VP Biden and former Democrat-
ic presidential nominee Kerry attend campaign event in Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Acting Director of National Intelligence Maguire testifies before House Intelligence Committee hearing on han-
dling of whistleblower complaint on Capitol Hill in Washington
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COMMUNITY

PHOENIX (AP) — International flags 
flutter from the ceilings of the outdoor 
hallways at Valencia Newcomer School, 
where more than 200 children from 
around the world are learning English 
skills and American classroom customs 
they need to succeed.
When the school year begins, the refugee 
and immigrant children often don’t know 
the rules. A kid might be fascinated with 
a light switch they excitedly turn off and 
on. Another is startled by a whistle or a 
helicopter buzzing overhead that recalls 
conflict back home.
But fears melt away as the kids adjust, 
said Valencia Principal Lynette Faulkner, 
who calls the school their “safe place.” 
Soon, they stand in line, raise their hand, 
keep their feet on floor. As they learn 
English, students make friends across 
cultures.
Since fall 2018, the public school has 
welcomed students from countries in-
cluding Myanmar, Eritrea, Indonesia, 
Afghanistan and Cuba for an extra year 
of attention before transferring to main-
stream schools. This year’s kindergarten 
through eighth-grade students come from 
21 countries and speak 15 languages.
Valencia is among a handful of U.S. pub-

lic schools dedicated to helping some of 
the thousands of children who arrive in 
the country each year, even as the Trump 
administration has proposed pushing 
down the annual cap for refugees to a 
historic low of 18,000. No refugees were 
settled in the U.S. last month.

Ali Ali, left, works with an instructor 
at Valencia Newcomer School during 
class Thursday, Oct. 17, 2019, in Phoe-
nix. Children from around the world 
are learning the English skills and 
American classroom customs they 
need to succeed at so-called newcom-
er schools. Valencia Newcomer School 
in Phoenix is among a handful of such 
public schools in the United States 
dedicated exclusively to helping some 
of the thousands of children who ar-
rive in the country annually. (AP Pho-

to/Ross D. Franklin)
The schools aren’t necessarily in cit-

ies with more refugees, but where local 
education officials took the initiative to 
create them. Similar schools are in In-
dianapolis; Houston; Fort Worth, Texas; 
Greensboro, North Carolina; and Provi-
dence, Rhode Island.
Arizona ranks eighth among states 
for refugee resettlement. The number 
plunged from 4,110 people in fiscal year 
2016 to 998 in 2018, then rose slightly to 
1,216 for the 12-month period that ended 
Sept. 30. About half are kids.
Gov. Doug Ducey hasn’t weighed in yet 
on President Donald Trump’s executive 
order allowing states and cities to reject 
refugees. At least five states have sig-
naled they will accept refugees, and no 
governor has said they plan to keep them 
out. Several agencies sued last week 
seeking to halt the order.
“There may be less, but they’re still com-
ing,” Valencia teacher Kristine Jones 
said. “And we have to be there for them, 
whether it’s academically or getting 
them services like immunizations.”
It’s unclear if the lower cap on refugees 
will affect already limited funding for 
school districts from the Office of Ref-
ugee Resettlement’s Refugee School Im-
pact Program.
The Arizona Department of Econom-
ic Security last year distributed about 
$635,000 to help 1,026 school-age refu-
gees statewide with things like interpre-
tation, tutoring and school supplies.

Students Maryori Molina Quinonez, 
left, and Kritza Ardon Blanco, right, 
pose for a picture as they drum in 
music class at Valencia Newcomer 
School Thursday, Oct. 17, 2019, in 
Phoenix. Children from around the 
world are learning the English skills 
and American classroom customs they 
need to succeed at so-called newcom-

er schools. Valencia Newcomer School 
in Phoenix is among a handful of such 
public schools in the United States 
dedicated exclusively to helping some 
of the thousands of children who ar-

rive in the country annually. 
(AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)

Immigrants and other children newly ar-
rived from abroad can attend newcomer 
schools if they need help with basic En-
glish, including those born in the U.S., 
taken out of the country and returned.
“As long as you have kids struggling 
with English, there will always be a 
place for these kinds of programs,” said 
Deborah Short, a Washington-based En-
glish learning specialist who has written 
about newcomer education. She noted 
some mainstream schools have newcom-
er classrooms.
Rebecca Kawa, 10, didn’t learn English 
at the refugee camp in Uganda where 
she was born and spent most of her life, 
studying in a classroom with up to 200 
students. But she needed no interpreter 
after only two months at Valencia.
“I like this school because they teach you 
English, and you learn it fast,” said the 
daughter of Congolese refugees.
There are often huge challenges for chil-
dren who trudged across several coun-
tries, lived in camps or witnessed ex-
treme violence.
Refugee and other immigrant children 
who lose a home or parent can suffer 
from toxic stress, a term used by child 
development experts for the body’s re-
sponse to long-term adversity, said Sarah 
Smith, senior director of education for 
the nonprofit International Rescue Com-
mittee.

Abdul Ahmed, a second grader at Va-
lencia Newcomer School, pauses while 

eating breakfast, prior to attending 
class Thursday, Oct. 17, 2019, in Phoe-
nix. Children from around the world 
are learning the English skills and 
American classroom customs they 
need to succeed at so-called newcom-
er schools. Valencia Newcomer School 
in Phoenix is among a handful of such 
public schools in the United States 
dedicated exclusively to helping some 
of the thousands of children who ar-

rive in the country annually. 
(AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)

Inside the classrooms, brightly colored 
letters adorn the walls. Small groups of 
children face each other at round tables 
as they listen to an instructor trained to 
teach English to non-native speakers. 
They also have math, art, music and 
physical education.
Outside, kindergartners with plastic jugs 
water the flower and vegetable gardens 
built with materials donated by the Ari-
zona Cardinals football team. The Dia-
mondbacks baseball club paid to spruce 
up the school before it opened and do-
nated trees.
Faulkner, the Valencia principal, said the 
Alhambra School District looked into 
newcomer programs after seeing new ar-
rivals struggle to meet state English lan-
guage standards. She visited Las Ameri-
cas newcomer school in Houston.
Las Americas has some 400 students in 
fourth through eighth grades who come 
from up to 32 countries and speak 29 
languages, Principal Marie Moreno said.
“We wanted to provide them a space 
where they can get grounded, when-
ever they feel traumatized or whenev-
er they remember something from the 
past,” Moreno said as she showed off the 
school’s “peace garden.”
“We try to support them by helping them 
understand where they came from and 
where we want them to go,” she said. 
(Courtesy https://apnews.com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Schools Teach Refugee, Migrant 
Kids Skills To Succeed In The U.S.

Samuel Lavi, left, a Congolese native who is a teaching assistant and family en-
gagement liaison, greets first grader Kediga Ahmed as she arrives at the Valen-
cia Newcomer School attend class Thursday, Oct. 17, 2019, in Phoenix. Children 
from around the world are learning the English skills and American classroom 
customs they need to succeed at so-called newcomer schools. Valencia Newcomer 
School in Phoenix is among a handful of such public schools in the United States 
dedicated exclusively to helping some of the thousands of children who arrive in 

the country annually. (AP Photo/Ross D)
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“WITHOUT CHANGE,” warns a bipar-
tisan group of senators, “there will be 
more plastic by weight than fish in the 
oceans by 2050.” Some of the signs of 
this growing crisis are visible: sea turtles 
caught in discarded fishing nets; piles of 
trash floating in the ocean; birds and fish 
stranded in plastic six-pack rings.
But much of the trash in the ocean is not 
so obvious. National Geographic reports 
that the iconic Great Pacific Garbage 
Patch — also known as the Pacific trash 
vortex — is really more of a soup of 
small plastic particles the sun has broken 
down, punctuated by larger items such 
as fishing nets and shoes. Much of the 
trash is dumped into the sea from ships. 
But most comes from land: bottles, cups, 
bags. The sun breaks down these items, 
but they do not really biodegrade. In-
stead, they enter animals’ bodies, killing 
the animals immediately or entering ma-
rine food chains. These “microplastics” 
also block sunlight from supporting 
plankton and other backbone ecosystem 
species.
Ocean currents transport trash from shore 
to the middle of the ocean, but the prob-
lem is by no means distant and isolated. 
Researchers announced in June that they 
had found microplastic particles off Cal-
ifornia’s idyllic Monterey Bay. And not 
just on the surface; the researchers found 
microplastics in surprising abundance in 
the middle of the water column. Anyone 
who cares about the marine ecosystem 
— and that ought to include every hu-
man — should be alarmed.

Enter the bipartisan group of senators, 
led by Sens. Dan Sullivan (R-Alaska.), 
Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.) and Rob-
ert Menendez (D-N.J.), who have intro-
duced a bill that would start to take on 
the problem. Save Our Seas 2.0 builds 
on an ocean cleanliness law President 
Trump already signed. The new legisla-
tion would overhaul the country’s recy-
cling infrastructure, which needs basic 
upgrades, such as the ability to effec-
tively sort plastics into different grades 
of material. It would create a fund to re-
spond to “marine debris events” — like 
a container ship accident — enabling 
quick response to major mishaps. And it 
would finance research into repurposing 
used plastic into useful things — think 
everything from blue jeans to skate-
boards to telephone poles.
Even if the United States does bet-
ter, though, the problem will not end 
without other nations cleaning up their 
acts. Asian countries throw enormous 
amounts of plastic into the seas. The 
senators’ bill would insist that the Trump 
administration prioritize ocean pollution 
and push for an international agreement 
on marine debris.
Passing this bill would only represent a 
start, and Congress would have to mon-
itor implementation closely, given Mr. 

Trump’s allergy to even the most benign 
international agreements. But the legisla-
tion would be a start, and it merits quick 
and ringing approval.

   Related
How Plastic In The Ocean Is Contam-

inating Your Seafood

“A lot of people are eating seafood all 
the time, and fish are eating plastic all 
the time, so I think that’s a problem,” 

says a marine toxicologist. 
(Photo/iStockphoto)

We’ve long known that the fish we eat 
are exposed to toxic chemicals in the 
rivers, bays and oceans they inhabit. The 
substance that’s gotten the most attention 
— because it has shown up at disturbing-
ly high levels in some fish — is mercury.
But mercury is just one of a slew of syn-
thetic and organic pollutants that fish can 
ingest and absorb into their tissue. Some-
times it’s because we’re dumping chem-
icals right into the ocean.                   
But as a study published recently in Na-
ture, Scientific Reports helps illuminate, 
sometimes fish get chemicals from the 
plastic debris they ingest.
“The ocean is basically a toilet bowl for 
all of our chemical pollutants and waste 
in general,” says Chelsea Rochman, a 
postdoctoral researcher at the University 
of California, Davis, who authored the 
study. “Eventually, we start to see those 
contaminants high up in the food chain, 
in seafood and wildlife.”

For many years, scientists have known 
that chemicals will move up the food 
chain as predators absorb the chemicals 
consumed by their prey. That’s why 
the biggest, fattiest fish, like tuna and 
swordfish, tend to have the highest levels 
of mercury, polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs) and other dioxins. (And that’s 
concerning, given that canned tuna was 
the second most popular fish consumed 
in the U.S. in 2012, according to the Na-
tional Fisheries Institute.)
 What scientists didn’t know was exactly 
what role plastics played in transferring 
these chemicals into the food chain. To 
find out, Rochman and her co-authors 
fed medaka, a fish species often used in 
experiments, three different diets.
One group of medaka got regular fish 
food, one group got a diet that was 10 
percent “clean” plastic (with no pollut-
ants) and a third group got a diet with 10 
percent plastic that had been soaking in 
the San Diego Bay for several months. 
When they tested the fish two months 
later, they found that the ones on the ma-
rine plastic diet had much higher levels 
of persistent organic pollutants.
“Plastics — when they end up in the 
ocean — are a sponge for chemicals 
already out there,” says Rochman. “We 
found that when the plastic interacts 
with the juices in the [fish’s] stomach, 
the chemicals come off of plastic and are 
transferred into the bloodstream or tis-
sue.” The fish on the marine plastic diet 
were also more likely to have tumors and 
liver problems.

While it’s impossible to know whether 
any given fish you buy at the seafood 
counter has consumed this much plastic, 
Rochman’s findings do have implica-
tions for human health, she notes. “A lot 
of people are eating seafood all the time, 
and fish are eating plastic all the time, so 

I think that’s a problem.”
And there’s a lot of plastic out there in 
the open ocean. As Edward Humes, au-
thor of Garbology, told Fresh Air’s Ter-
ry Gross in 2012, the weight of plastic 
finding its way into the sea each year is 
estimated to be equivalent to the weight 
of 40 aircraft carriers.
 Consider the five massive gyres of trash 
particles swirling around in the Indian, 
Atlantic and Pacific oceans alone. Those 
gyres, Hume told Gross, contain “plas-
tic that has been weathered and broken 
down by the elements into these little 
bits, and it’s getting into the food chain.”
One of those gyres is the infamous Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch. Fish could en-
counter the plastic in those gyres, but 
also much closer to shore, says Roch-
man.
Even so, the consensus in the public 
health community still seems to be that 
the benefits of eating fish — because of 
their omega-3 fatty acids, among other 
assets — exceed the potential risks. And 
many researchers advocating for Amer-
icans to increase their fish consumption 
argue that the levels of dioxins, PCBs 
and other toxic chemicals in fish are gen-
erally too low to be of concern.

The Environmental Protection Agency 
does put out advisories to warn con-
sumers when fish get contaminated with 
chemicals in local U.S. waters. But a lot 
of our seafood now comes from foreign 
waters, which the EPA does not monitor. 
Just a tiny fraction of imported fish get 
tested for contaminants.
As for Rochman, she says her research in 
marine toxicology has persuaded her to 
eat seafood no more than twice per week. 
And she now avoids swordfish altogeth-
er. (Courtesy npr.org)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The Plastic Crisis In
The World’s Oceans

A garbage-strewn beach in Mumbai on Oct. 2. (Photo/Reuters)
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NEW YORK (Reuters) - The stock market looks set to end 
2019 the way it began the year — highly sensitive to head-
lines from President Donald Trump’s global trade war.
Stocks pulled back from record highs to start December, un-
dermined by comments from Trump and others in his ad-
ministration suggesting any deal to resolve the trade dispute 
between the United States and China would not come soon. 
But the market rebounded at the end of the week on Friday’s 
strong U.S. jobs and a change in tone from Trump.
Wall Street could see more volatility ahead of Dec. 15, when 
the next tranche of U.S. tariffs on Chinese imports is set to 
take effect.
At the start of the week, investors said equity prices were 
factoring in that those tariffs would be delayed if not canceled 
as Beijing and Washington work on a “phase one” trade deal. 
But subsequent tough talk from Trump officials has shaken 
those expectations somewhat.
“Until we get some finality on this, the day-to-day is going to 
move on headlines that suggest progress or lack thereof,” said 
Keith Lerner, chief market strategist at SunTrust Advisory 
Services in Atlanta.
While the dispute between the world’s two largest economies 
commands the spotlight, other trade issues also have drawn 
investor attention. They include a recent delay in ratification 
of the North American Trade pact, potential U.S. tariffs on 
imported autos and Trump’s issuing surprise levies on steel 
imports from Brazil and Argentina.

Inside C2

FILE PHOTO: 
Trucks offload 
containers from 
ship at the port 
of Los Angeles 
in Los Angeles, 
California, U.S. 
July 16, 2018. 
REUTERS/Mike 
Blake

Optimism over a U.S.-China truce has helped push the 
major Wall Street indexes to all-times highs recently, 
with the benchmark S&P 500 .SPX logging a gain of 
more than 20% so far in 2019. But as the latest swings 
show, lack of a resolution to a trade dispute that has last-
ed nearly two years continues to weigh on the market.
“The problem is the uncertainty that the trade war pro-
cess has on business decisions,” said Art Hogan, chief 
market strategist at National Securities in New York. 
“Without some sort of short-term truce, company spend-
ing gets frozen and that’s where it affects the economy 
and the market.”
The tariffs on $156 billion in Chinese imports that could 
take effect Dec. 15 are largely on consumer goods, 
including cellphones, laptop and desktop computers, toys 
and clothing.
UBS economists estimate those tariffs would drag on 
U.S. gross domestic product by either 0.1% or 0.2% in 
each of the four quarters next year. UBS projects overall 
GDP growth to average 1.1% in 2020, with tariffs gener-
ally weighing heavily in the first half of the year

Aside from the fallout from the tariffs themselves, 
“the next read from them going into effect is that trade 
discussions are not going well,” said Walter Todd, chief 
investment officer with Greenwood Capital in South 
Carolina.

Political tensions over U.S. support for protesters in Hong 
Kong and over Beijing’s treatment of its Uighur Muslim 
minority have also raised concerns about the prospects for 
an initial trade deal.
“Without a phase one plan on getting something signed 
early in the new year, I think the market is susceptible for 
a pullback,” said Robert Pavlik, chief investment strategist 
at SlateStone Wealth LLC.
The focus will remain on trade into next week, even 
as the Federal Reserve holds its last meeting of 2019, 
with the U.S. central bank expected to keep interest 
rates steady after three cuts earlier in the year.
“The Fed chairman pretty much outlined that the bar is 
very high to raise rates,” SunTrust’s Lerner said.
However, he added, if some of the tariffs result in a sharp 
slowdown, “the Fed would have to act eventually” by 
cutting rates.
Investors will also be looking for signs of strength in the 
holiday shopping season, given that consumer spending is 
seen as a key pillar holding up overall economic growth.

FILE PHOTO: A Wall St. street sign is seen near the New 
York Stock Exchange (NYSE) in New York City, U.S., 
September 17, 2019. REUTERS/Brendan McDermid
There is a strong incentive to push off the tariffs “as long 
as people are at the negotiating table,” said Carol Schleif, 
deputy chief investment officer at Abbot Downing in 
Minneapolis.
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WORLD NEWS

DUBAI/WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The United 
States and Iran each freed a prisoner on Saturday in 
a rare act of cooperation between two longtime foes 
whose ties have worsened since President Donald 
Trump took office.
Iran released Xiyue Wang, a U.S. citizen who had 
been held for three years on spying charges, while the 
United States freed Iranian Massoud Soleimani. He 
had been facing charges of violating U.S. sanctions 
against Tehran.
A senior U.S. official said Washington was hopeful 
that Wang’s release would lead to the freeing of other 
Americans held in Iran and that it was a sign Tehran 
was willing to discuss other issues.
Wang appeared to be in good health and humor, he 
said.
Factbox: Rise in U.S.-Iran tensions precedes prisoner 
swap
Factbox: Reactions to Iran-U.S. prisoner swap
Switzerland facilitated the swap. Iranian Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif met Soleimani in 
Zurich, state news agency IRNA said. Soleimani, who 
then flew to Iran, was accompanied to Switzerland by 
Brian Hook, the U.S. special representative for Iran, 
according to a U.S. official.

Trump thanked Iran on Twitter for what he called a 
“very fair negotiation” that led to the exchange. He 
said the swap showed the United States and Iran “can 
make a deal together”.
In an earlier statement, Trump thanked the Swiss gov-
ernment for its help in negotiating Wang’s release.
“Freeing Americans held captive is of vital impor-
tance to my administration, and we will continue to 
work hard to bring home all our citizens wrongfully 
held captive overseas,” Trump said.
Arriving in Tehran, Soleimani, a stem cell expert, 
told reporters the Americans who had held him were 
“petty.”

United States and Iran swap prison-
ers in rare act of cooperation

“I told them that I had patients 
that needed my help. And they 
said who cares. Let them die,” 
he said. “It shows that Amer-
ican officials have issues with 
Iranians.”
IRNA reported that Wang was 
released based on “Islamic 
clemency”.
The releases were the result of 
three or four weeks of intensive 
negotiations, the senior U.S. 
official said.

“We’re hopeful this will lead us to further 
success with Iran,” he told reporters in a 
conference call.
U.S. Ambassador to Switzerland Edward 
McMullen greets Xiyue Wang in Zurich, 
Switzerland December 7, 2019. U.S. 
Embassy in Switzerland/Handout via 
REUTERS
Switzerland represents U.S. diplomatic 
interests in Iran, since Washington and 
Tehran cut diplomatic ties shortly after 
the 1979 Islamic Revolution.
CHARGES DROPPED

Wang, a Princeton University graduate stu-
dent, was convicted on espionage charges and 
sentenced to 10 years in prison in 2017. His 
family and the university have always said he 
was in Iran for research into a history degree 
and denied spying.
According to Princeton, he was born in Bei-
jing in 1980, emigrated to the United States 
in 2001 and became a naturalized U.S. citizen 
in 2009. His wife and child are Chinese 
citizens. China, which normally requires its 
citizens to give up their nationality when they 
become citizens of another country, has not 
commented publicly on the case.

U.S. Ambassa-
dor to Switzer-
land Edward 
McMullen 
greets Xiyue 
Wang in Zurich, 
Switzerland De-
cember 7, 2019. 
U.S. Embassy 
in Switzerland/
Handout via 
REUTERS



Argentina’s President-elect Fernandez announces his cabinet ahead of taking 
office in Buenos Aires

ATTENTION EDITORS - SENSITIVE MATERIAL. THIS IMAGE MAY OFFEND OR 
DISTURB A wounded Palestinian boy is evacuated during an anti-Israel protest at the Isra-
el-Gaza border fence, in the southern Gaza Strip December 6, 2019. REUTERS/Ibraheem 
Abu Mustafa TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Film producer Harvey Weinstein arrives for a hearing in his sexual assault case at New York 
Supreme Court in New York
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Editor’s Choice

A woman gets her eyes tested at a free eye-care camp on the occasion of Indian politician Babasaheb 
Ambedkar’s death anniversary in Mumbai

An artisan applies finishing touches to a decorative ceiling of a pandal during prepara-
tions for the upcoming Hindu festival of Durga Puja in Kolkata

Firefighters from Bolivia’s army line up before patrolling an area where wildfires 
have destroyed hectares of forest at Rancho Grande village in Robore

TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Democratic 2020 U.S. presidential candidate and former U.S. VP Biden and former Democrat-
ic presidential nominee Kerry attend campaign event in Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Acting Director of National Intelligence Maguire testifies before House Intelligence Committee hearing on han-
dling of whistleblower complaint on Capitol Hill in Washington
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PHOENIX (AP) — International flags 
flutter from the ceilings of the outdoor 
hallways at Valencia Newcomer School, 
where more than 200 children from 
around the world are learning English 
skills and American classroom customs 
they need to succeed.
When the school year begins, the refugee 
and immigrant children often don’t know 
the rules. A kid might be fascinated with 
a light switch they excitedly turn off and 
on. Another is startled by a whistle or a 
helicopter buzzing overhead that recalls 
conflict back home.
But fears melt away as the kids adjust, 
said Valencia Principal Lynette Faulkner, 
who calls the school their “safe place.” 
Soon, they stand in line, raise their hand, 
keep their feet on floor. As they learn 
English, students make friends across 
cultures.
Since fall 2018, the public school has 
welcomed students from countries in-
cluding Myanmar, Eritrea, Indonesia, 
Afghanistan and Cuba for an extra year 
of attention before transferring to main-
stream schools. This year’s kindergarten 
through eighth-grade students come from 
21 countries and speak 15 languages.
Valencia is among a handful of U.S. pub-

lic schools dedicated to helping some of 
the thousands of children who arrive in 
the country each year, even as the Trump 
administration has proposed pushing 
down the annual cap for refugees to a 
historic low of 18,000. No refugees were 
settled in the U.S. last month.

Ali Ali, left, works with an instructor 
at Valencia Newcomer School during 
class Thursday, Oct. 17, 2019, in Phoe-
nix. Children from around the world 
are learning the English skills and 
American classroom customs they 
need to succeed at so-called newcom-
er schools. Valencia Newcomer School 
in Phoenix is among a handful of such 
public schools in the United States 
dedicated exclusively to helping some 
of the thousands of children who ar-
rive in the country annually. (AP Pho-

to/Ross D. Franklin)
The schools aren’t necessarily in cit-

ies with more refugees, but where local 
education officials took the initiative to 
create them. Similar schools are in In-
dianapolis; Houston; Fort Worth, Texas; 
Greensboro, North Carolina; and Provi-
dence, Rhode Island.
Arizona ranks eighth among states 
for refugee resettlement. The number 
plunged from 4,110 people in fiscal year 
2016 to 998 in 2018, then rose slightly to 
1,216 for the 12-month period that ended 
Sept. 30. About half are kids.
Gov. Doug Ducey hasn’t weighed in yet 
on President Donald Trump’s executive 
order allowing states and cities to reject 
refugees. At least five states have sig-
naled they will accept refugees, and no 
governor has said they plan to keep them 
out. Several agencies sued last week 
seeking to halt the order.
“There may be less, but they’re still com-
ing,” Valencia teacher Kristine Jones 
said. “And we have to be there for them, 
whether it’s academically or getting 
them services like immunizations.”
It’s unclear if the lower cap on refugees 
will affect already limited funding for 
school districts from the Office of Ref-
ugee Resettlement’s Refugee School Im-
pact Program.
The Arizona Department of Econom-
ic Security last year distributed about 
$635,000 to help 1,026 school-age refu-
gees statewide with things like interpre-
tation, tutoring and school supplies.

Students Maryori Molina Quinonez, 
left, and Kritza Ardon Blanco, right, 
pose for a picture as they drum in 
music class at Valencia Newcomer 
School Thursday, Oct. 17, 2019, in 
Phoenix. Children from around the 
world are learning the English skills 
and American classroom customs they 
need to succeed at so-called newcom-

er schools. Valencia Newcomer School 
in Phoenix is among a handful of such 
public schools in the United States 
dedicated exclusively to helping some 
of the thousands of children who ar-

rive in the country annually. 
(AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)

Immigrants and other children newly ar-
rived from abroad can attend newcomer 
schools if they need help with basic En-
glish, including those born in the U.S., 
taken out of the country and returned.
“As long as you have kids struggling 
with English, there will always be a 
place for these kinds of programs,” said 
Deborah Short, a Washington-based En-
glish learning specialist who has written 
about newcomer education. She noted 
some mainstream schools have newcom-
er classrooms.
Rebecca Kawa, 10, didn’t learn English 
at the refugee camp in Uganda where 
she was born and spent most of her life, 
studying in a classroom with up to 200 
students. But she needed no interpreter 
after only two months at Valencia.
“I like this school because they teach you 
English, and you learn it fast,” said the 
daughter of Congolese refugees.
There are often huge challenges for chil-
dren who trudged across several coun-
tries, lived in camps or witnessed ex-
treme violence.
Refugee and other immigrant children 
who lose a home or parent can suffer 
from toxic stress, a term used by child 
development experts for the body’s re-
sponse to long-term adversity, said Sarah 
Smith, senior director of education for 
the nonprofit International Rescue Com-
mittee.

Abdul Ahmed, a second grader at Va-
lencia Newcomer School, pauses while 

eating breakfast, prior to attending 
class Thursday, Oct. 17, 2019, in Phoe-
nix. Children from around the world 
are learning the English skills and 
American classroom customs they 
need to succeed at so-called newcom-
er schools. Valencia Newcomer School 
in Phoenix is among a handful of such 
public schools in the United States 
dedicated exclusively to helping some 
of the thousands of children who ar-

rive in the country annually. 
(AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)

Inside the classrooms, brightly colored 
letters adorn the walls. Small groups of 
children face each other at round tables 
as they listen to an instructor trained to 
teach English to non-native speakers. 
They also have math, art, music and 
physical education.
Outside, kindergartners with plastic jugs 
water the flower and vegetable gardens 
built with materials donated by the Ari-
zona Cardinals football team. The Dia-
mondbacks baseball club paid to spruce 
up the school before it opened and do-
nated trees.
Faulkner, the Valencia principal, said the 
Alhambra School District looked into 
newcomer programs after seeing new ar-
rivals struggle to meet state English lan-
guage standards. She visited Las Ameri-
cas newcomer school in Houston.
Las Americas has some 400 students in 
fourth through eighth grades who come 
from up to 32 countries and speak 29 
languages, Principal Marie Moreno said.
“We wanted to provide them a space 
where they can get grounded, when-
ever they feel traumatized or whenev-
er they remember something from the 
past,” Moreno said as she showed off the 
school’s “peace garden.”
“We try to support them by helping them 
understand where they came from and 
where we want them to go,” she said. 
(Courtesy https://apnews.com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Schools Teach Refugee, Migrant 
Kids Skills To Succeed In The U.S.

Samuel Lavi, left, a Congolese native who is a teaching assistant and family en-
gagement liaison, greets first grader Kediga Ahmed as she arrives at the Valen-
cia Newcomer School attend class Thursday, Oct. 17, 2019, in Phoenix. Children 
from around the world are learning the English skills and American classroom 
customs they need to succeed at so-called newcomer schools. Valencia Newcomer 
School in Phoenix is among a handful of such public schools in the United States 
dedicated exclusively to helping some of the thousands of children who arrive in 

the country annually. (AP Photo/Ross D)
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“WITHOUT CHANGE,” warns a bipar-
tisan group of senators, “there will be 
more plastic by weight than fish in the 
oceans by 2050.” Some of the signs of 
this growing crisis are visible: sea turtles 
caught in discarded fishing nets; piles of 
trash floating in the ocean; birds and fish 
stranded in plastic six-pack rings.
But much of the trash in the ocean is not 
so obvious. National Geographic reports 
that the iconic Great Pacific Garbage 
Patch — also known as the Pacific trash 
vortex — is really more of a soup of 
small plastic particles the sun has broken 
down, punctuated by larger items such 
as fishing nets and shoes. Much of the 
trash is dumped into the sea from ships. 
But most comes from land: bottles, cups, 
bags. The sun breaks down these items, 
but they do not really biodegrade. In-
stead, they enter animals’ bodies, killing 
the animals immediately or entering ma-
rine food chains. These “microplastics” 
also block sunlight from supporting 
plankton and other backbone ecosystem 
species.
Ocean currents transport trash from shore 
to the middle of the ocean, but the prob-
lem is by no means distant and isolated. 
Researchers announced in June that they 
had found microplastic particles off Cal-
ifornia’s idyllic Monterey Bay. And not 
just on the surface; the researchers found 
microplastics in surprising abundance in 
the middle of the water column. Anyone 
who cares about the marine ecosystem 
— and that ought to include every hu-
man — should be alarmed.

Enter the bipartisan group of senators, 
led by Sens. Dan Sullivan (R-Alaska.), 
Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.) and Rob-
ert Menendez (D-N.J.), who have intro-
duced a bill that would start to take on 
the problem. Save Our Seas 2.0 builds 
on an ocean cleanliness law President 
Trump already signed. The new legisla-
tion would overhaul the country’s recy-
cling infrastructure, which needs basic 
upgrades, such as the ability to effec-
tively sort plastics into different grades 
of material. It would create a fund to re-
spond to “marine debris events” — like 
a container ship accident — enabling 
quick response to major mishaps. And it 
would finance research into repurposing 
used plastic into useful things — think 
everything from blue jeans to skate-
boards to telephone poles.
Even if the United States does bet-
ter, though, the problem will not end 
without other nations cleaning up their 
acts. Asian countries throw enormous 
amounts of plastic into the seas. The 
senators’ bill would insist that the Trump 
administration prioritize ocean pollution 
and push for an international agreement 
on marine debris.
Passing this bill would only represent a 
start, and Congress would have to mon-
itor implementation closely, given Mr. 

Trump’s allergy to even the most benign 
international agreements. But the legisla-
tion would be a start, and it merits quick 
and ringing approval.

   Related
How Plastic In The Ocean Is Contam-

inating Your Seafood

“A lot of people are eating seafood all 
the time, and fish are eating plastic all 
the time, so I think that’s a problem,” 

says a marine toxicologist. 
(Photo/iStockphoto)

We’ve long known that the fish we eat 
are exposed to toxic chemicals in the 
rivers, bays and oceans they inhabit. The 
substance that’s gotten the most attention 
— because it has shown up at disturbing-
ly high levels in some fish — is mercury.
But mercury is just one of a slew of syn-
thetic and organic pollutants that fish can 
ingest and absorb into their tissue. Some-
times it’s because we’re dumping chem-
icals right into the ocean.                   
But as a study published recently in Na-
ture, Scientific Reports helps illuminate, 
sometimes fish get chemicals from the 
plastic debris they ingest.
“The ocean is basically a toilet bowl for 
all of our chemical pollutants and waste 
in general,” says Chelsea Rochman, a 
postdoctoral researcher at the University 
of California, Davis, who authored the 
study. “Eventually, we start to see those 
contaminants high up in the food chain, 
in seafood and wildlife.”

For many years, scientists have known 
that chemicals will move up the food 
chain as predators absorb the chemicals 
consumed by their prey. That’s why 
the biggest, fattiest fish, like tuna and 
swordfish, tend to have the highest levels 
of mercury, polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs) and other dioxins. (And that’s 
concerning, given that canned tuna was 
the second most popular fish consumed 
in the U.S. in 2012, according to the Na-
tional Fisheries Institute.)
 What scientists didn’t know was exactly 
what role plastics played in transferring 
these chemicals into the food chain. To 
find out, Rochman and her co-authors 
fed medaka, a fish species often used in 
experiments, three different diets.
One group of medaka got regular fish 
food, one group got a diet that was 10 
percent “clean” plastic (with no pollut-
ants) and a third group got a diet with 10 
percent plastic that had been soaking in 
the San Diego Bay for several months. 
When they tested the fish two months 
later, they found that the ones on the ma-
rine plastic diet had much higher levels 
of persistent organic pollutants.
“Plastics — when they end up in the 
ocean — are a sponge for chemicals 
already out there,” says Rochman. “We 
found that when the plastic interacts 
with the juices in the [fish’s] stomach, 
the chemicals come off of plastic and are 
transferred into the bloodstream or tis-
sue.” The fish on the marine plastic diet 
were also more likely to have tumors and 
liver problems.

While it’s impossible to know whether 
any given fish you buy at the seafood 
counter has consumed this much plastic, 
Rochman’s findings do have implica-
tions for human health, she notes. “A lot 
of people are eating seafood all the time, 
and fish are eating plastic all the time, so 

I think that’s a problem.”
And there’s a lot of plastic out there in 
the open ocean. As Edward Humes, au-
thor of Garbology, told Fresh Air’s Ter-
ry Gross in 2012, the weight of plastic 
finding its way into the sea each year is 
estimated to be equivalent to the weight 
of 40 aircraft carriers.
 Consider the five massive gyres of trash 
particles swirling around in the Indian, 
Atlantic and Pacific oceans alone. Those 
gyres, Hume told Gross, contain “plas-
tic that has been weathered and broken 
down by the elements into these little 
bits, and it’s getting into the food chain.”
One of those gyres is the infamous Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch. Fish could en-
counter the plastic in those gyres, but 
also much closer to shore, says Roch-
man.
Even so, the consensus in the public 
health community still seems to be that 
the benefits of eating fish — because of 
their omega-3 fatty acids, among other 
assets — exceed the potential risks. And 
many researchers advocating for Amer-
icans to increase their fish consumption 
argue that the levels of dioxins, PCBs 
and other toxic chemicals in fish are gen-
erally too low to be of concern.

The Environmental Protection Agency 
does put out advisories to warn con-
sumers when fish get contaminated with 
chemicals in local U.S. waters. But a lot 
of our seafood now comes from foreign 
waters, which the EPA does not monitor. 
Just a tiny fraction of imported fish get 
tested for contaminants.
As for Rochman, she says her research in 
marine toxicology has persuaded her to 
eat seafood no more than twice per week. 
And she now avoids swordfish altogeth-
er. (Courtesy npr.org)
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The Plastic Crisis In
The World’s Oceans

A garbage-strewn beach in Mumbai on Oct. 2. (Photo/Reuters)
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