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U.S. diplomat says top levels of Trump 
administration in on Ukraine pressure
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - A senior U.S. diplomat on 
Wednesday described broad involvement at the upper levels 
of the Trump administration in a pressure campaign against 
Ukraine, giving testimony that for the first time put the secre-
tary of state and vice president at the heart of the impeach-
ment probe against President Donald Trump.
Gordon Sondland, the U.S. ambassador to the European 
Union, said he “followed the president’s orders” to work with 
Trump’s personal lawyer Rudy Giuliani to push Ukraine to 
carry out two investigations that would benefit Trump politi-
cally as he runs for re-election in November 2020.
Sondland’s testimony was among the most significant in the 
four days of public hearings in the Democratic-led House 
of Representatives impeachment inquiry that has captivated 
Washington and threatens the presidency of Trump, a Repub-
lican.
The ambassador, a wealthy hotel entrepreneur and Trump 
political donor, detailed the president’s active participation in 
the Ukraine controversy. Sondland depicted Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo as engaged in the efforts to get Ukraine to car-
ry out the investigations, including one targeting Democratic 
presidential candidate Joe Biden, and described Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence as being aware of the efforts.
Sondland never told Pompeo he thought Trump linked 
Ukraine aid to probes: State Dept
Trump, citing portion of Sondland’s testimony, claims exon-
eration
Going much further in describing the sweeping involvement 
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of administration officials than he did in prior testimony 
behind closed doors, Sondland said he was a reluctant 
participant in the pressure campaign on Ukraine. He also 
said he personally opposed withholding U.S. security aid 
to Kiev, as Trump ordered.
“Everyone was in the loop. It was no secret,” Sondland 
said in an email he sent to top administration officials 
ahead of the July 25 telephone call between Trump and 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy that triggered 
the impeachment inquiry.
Pompeo, Energy Secretary Rick Perry and White House 
acting Chief of Staff Mick Mulvaney were among the 
recipients of the email in which Sondland discussed Zel-
enskiy’s willingness to “run a fully transparent investi-
gation.”Testifying to the House Intelligence Committee, 
Sondland said he told Pence he was concerned that the 
freeze of $391 million in security aid to Ukraine was part 
of the pressure campaign. The aid was approved by Con-
gress to help Ukraine fight Russia-backed separatists. 
Pence’s chief of staff denied that any such conversation 
with Sondland occurred.
In the July 25 phone call, Trump asked Zelenskiy to 
carry out two investigations. One involved Biden and his 
son Hunter, who had worked for Ukrainian energy com-
pany Burisma. The other involved a debunked conspira-
cy theory promoted by some Trump allies that Ukraine, 
not Russia, interfered in the 2016 U.S. election.
Democrats accuse Trump of abusing his power by using 

the security assistance and an offer to Zelenskiy of a pres-
tigious visit to the White House as leverage to pressure a 
vulnerable U.S. ally to dig up dirt on domestic political 
rivals.
Sondland described Trump in May telling him along with 
Perry and then-U.S. special envoy to Ukraine Kurt Volker 
to work with Giuliani - the former New York mayor who 
held no U.S. government job - on Ukraine policy.
“We did not want to work with Mr. Giuliani. Simply 
put, we played the hand we were dealt. We all under-
stood that if we refused to work with Mr. Giuliani, 
we would lose an important opportunity to cement 
relations between the United States and Ukraine. So we 
followed the president’s orders,” Sondland said.
Sondland said the three worked “at the express direction 
of the president of the United States” with Giuliani, who 
at the time was actively trying to get Ukraine to conduct 
the politically motivated investigations.
U.S. Ambassador to the European Union Gordon Sond-
land testifies before a House Intelligence Committee 
hearing as part of the impeachment inquiry into U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump on Capitol Hill in Washington, U.S., 
November 20, 2019. REUTERS/Loren Elliott?
The efforts by Giuliani to get Zelenskiy to investigate the 
Bidens “were a quid pro quo for arranging a White House 
visit” for the Ukrainian leader, Sondland said, using a 
Latin term meaning to exchange a favor for another favor.
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WORLD NEWS

(Reuters) - The number of corporate lead-
ers fired for #MeToo-related misconduct 
rose in 2018 while the number of S&P 
500 companies led by females fell 20%, 
according to a report from U.S. think-tank 
the Conference Board.
Firings of S&P chief executive officers 
related to the social media movement 
accounted for five of 12 dismissals last 
year, according to the report, published 
on Wednesday. In contrast, just one CEO 
was dismissed for personal misconduct 
between 2013 and 2017, it said
The percentage of departures which were 
non-voluntary rose 8 percentage points 
from 2017 to 30.5%, the report added.
It also showed the number of women 
CEOs falling to 22 from a record 27 
in 2017. Last year, Kathy Warden of 
Northrop Grumman (NOC.N) was the 
only woman appointed to a top job
Scrutiny of executives and their treatment 
of employees has intensified in light of the 
#MeToo movement, which has spurred 
more scrutiny of top managers’ relationships with 
employees.
The Conference Board said that departing executives 
had also tended to serve longer in their roles before 
leaving. In 2018, outgoing CEOs had been in their 
roles for an average of 10 years, compared to a low of 
7 years during the financial crisis.
“The rate of succession among older chief executives 
continues to climb, and there are still more CEOs 
aged 75 and over than there are CEOs under the age 
of 45,” said Matteo Tonello, the principal author of the 
report, who oversees the think tank’s environmental, 
social, and governance research.

#MeToo drove rise in CEO 
firings in 2018: report

FILE PHOTO: A pro-
tester raises a placard 
reading “#MeToo” 
during a rally against 
harassment at Shin-
juku shopping and 
amusement district in 
Tokyo, Japan, April 28, 
2018. REUTERS/Issei 
Kato

Wall Street 
drops on 
trade deal 
delay con-
cerns

(Reuters) - Wall Street’s main indexes were 
lower on Wednesday on concerns that a “phase 
one” trade deal between Washington and 
Beijing may not be completed this year, and 
minutes from the Federal Reserve’s October 
policy meeting offered little help.
The S&P 500 basically held steady after the 
minutes, released at 1400 PM EST (1900 GMT) 
offered little guidance on what would cause 
policymakers to change their outlook. At the 
meeting, the Fed decided on the third interest 
rate cut of 2019 and signaled it was done with 
the easing.
Investors appeared to be more focused on a 
Reuters report that completion of an initial 
U.S.-China trade deal could slide into next 
year as Beijing presses for tariff rollbacks. It 

cited trade experts and people close to the White 
House.
“We have a December 15 deadline Trump has set 
for tariffs to go higher. The hope has been in the 
market that a phase 1 deal would be done before 
that. It brings into the realm of probability that 
those tariffs would come into effect,” said Scott 
Ladner, chief investment officer at Horizon Invest-
ments in Charlotte.
The world’s top two economies came tantalizingly 
close to a deal in May after a year of tariffs on each 
other’s goods, before talks fell apart.
Earlier, a U.S. Senate measure aimed at protect-
ing human rights in Hong Kong amid prolonged 
protests had escalated tensions with China and 
pressured the market.



Rep. Sean Patrick Maloney (D-NY) attends a House Intelligence Committee 
hearing on Trump impeachment inquiry in Washington

U.S. Ambassador to EU Sondland testifies at House Intelligence Committee hearing on 
Trump impeachment inquiry on Capitol Hill in Washington

House Intelligence Committee holds hearing with EU Ambassador Sondland on Trump im-
peachment inquiry on Capitol Hill in Washington
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Editor’s Choice

Headlines from the testimony of U.S. Ambassador to the European Union Gordon Sondland on news 
displayed outside Fox News in New York

FILE PHOTO: U.S. Secretary of Energy Rick Perry speaks to reporters outside the West 
Wing of the White House

FILE PHOTO: Customers walk past an Apple logo inside of an Apple store at Grand 
Central Station in New York

FILE PHOTO: Attendees cheer as U.S. President Donald Trump walks by at a campaign rally 
at the Rupp Arena in Lexington, Kentucky, U.S., November 4, 2019. REUTERS/Yuri Gripas/
File Photo

U.S. President Donald Trump and Ivanka Trump are greeted by Texas Lt. Governor Dan Patrick and Attorney 
General Ken Paxton as they disembark from Air Force One in Austin, Texas, U.S., November 20, 2019. REU-
TERS/Tom Brenner



 

      |      

 

The MINT National Bank  
A SBA PLP Lender 
Recently Closed Loans 

SBA Loan-Motel SBA Loan-Gas Stations 
Loan Amount: $3,300,000 

Term: 12 Month Interest Only /  
25 Years Straight payout 

Purpose: Construction/ Term 
Start Up 

Loan Amount: $4,055,000 (Total Five Loans) 
Term: 12 Month Interest Only / 2 

5 Years Straight payout 
Purpose: Purchasing & Working Capital 

Conventional-Gas Station SBA Loan-Motel 
Loan Amount: $1,880,000 

Term: 20 Years Straight payout 
Purpose: Purchasing 

Loan Amount: $2,500,000 
Term: 12 Month Interest Only /  

25 Years Straight payout 
Purpose: Construction/ Term 

Start Up 

Conventional: Retail Condominiums Conventional: Gas Stations 
Loan Amount: $4,350,000 

Term: 8 Month Interest Only /  
25 Years Straight payout 

Purpose: Tenant Improvement/ Term 
CRE Investor Program 

Loan Amount: $3,450,000 (Total 2 Loans) 
Term: 20 Years straight payout 

Purpose: Refinance & Extra Equity for Gas 
Stations purchasing 

 

Conventional: Gas Stations Conventional: Builder line of credit 
Loan Amount: $3,780,000 

Term: 20 years straight payout  
Purpose: Refinancing and Extra Equity for 

Land Purchasing 
 

Loan Amount: $1,700,000  
Term: 12 Month Interest Only 

Purpose: SFR Construction 
Builder Line 

For your Commercial Loan inquiry and SBA Loan inquiry, please contact, 

Ringo Kwan President of International MINT LPO  

Cell Number: 713-560-1588   Office Number: 281-568-8888 ext. 1118    
Email: Ringo.Kwan@themintbank.com  
Address: 10333 Harwin Dr., Suite 630, Houston, TX, 77036 
Headquarters: 1213 Kingwood Dr., Kingwood, TX, 77339 

C4Thursday, November 21, 2019

COMMUNITY

NEW YORK (AP) — The CBD craze is 
leaving the war on drugs a bit dazed and 
confused.
The extract that’s been showing up in ev-
erything from candy to coffee is legally 
derived from hemp plants, which look 
and smell an awful lot like that other can-
nabis — marijuana. They’re so similar, 
police officers and the field tests they use 
on suspected drugs sometimes can’t tell 
the difference.
Case in point, New York City police 
boasted on social media this week about 
what seemed like a significant drug bust: 
106 pounds (48 kilograms) of neat-
ly packaged, green plants that officers 
thought sure seemed like marijuana.
But the Vermont farm that grew the 
plants and the Brooklyn CBD shop that 
ordered them insisted they’re actually in-
dustrial hemp, and perfectly legal. And, 
they said, they have paperwork to prove 

it.

Nevertheless, when the shop’s own-
er brother went to the police station to 
straighten things out, he was arrested. 
Police said a field test had come back 
positive for marijuana.
Shop owner Oren Levy said that’s likely 
because hemp often tests positive for a 
permissible, trace amount of THC, or tet-
rahydrocannabinol, which is the chemi-

cal in cannabis that causes people to get 
high.
Field tests used by law enforcement offi-
cers can detect THC but aren’t sophisti-
cated enough to specify whether a ship-
ment is legal hemp or low-grade illegal 
pot, and drug-sniffing dogs will alert on 
both.
“He was a hungry cop. He thought 
he had the bust of the day,” said Levy, 
whose Green Angel CBD NYC sells 
oils, teas and other products containing 
the extract. He said he fears the seizure 
could force him out of business.
CBD, or cannabidiol, is also found in 
marijuana but does not have an intoxicat-
ing effect. Some people say it provides 
them with pain and anxiety relief.

“I can’t believe I’m going through this 
for a legal business,” Levy said. “I can’t 
believe my poor brother got locked up.”
Oren and Ronen Levy are not alone.
Since the U.S. government removed in-
dustrial hemp last year from the list of 
illegal drugs, a number of similar cases 
have cropped up across the country.
In July, a man who said he was deliver-
ing 300 pounds (136 kilograms) of hemp 
to a Minnesota CBD-oil processing 
company was arrested in South Dakota 
after authorities there said it tested pos-
itive for THC. The substance “looked 
and smelled like raw marijuana,” a state 
trooper said.

Is it hemp or marijuana? Police need 
to defer to their lab techs.

In January, Idaho authorities arrested 
a truck driver and seized nearly 7,000 
pounds (3,175 kilograms) of what they 
believed to be marijuana, even though 
the company shipping the material said 
accompanying paperwork made clear it 
was industrial hemp.
At least two other truckers and two se-
curity guards involved in transporting 
what they said was industrial hemp have 
been arrested and charged with felony 
drug trafficking. In May, the U.S. Agri-
culture Department sent a memorandum 
instructing states not to block the trans-
portation of hemp that contains 0.3% or 
less THC.
The Nov. 2 Brooklyn bust that landed 
Ronen Levy in handcuffs stemmed from 
a tip from a FedEx worker who suspected 
the load of plants on their way from Fox 
Holler Farms in Fair Haven, Vermont to 
Levy’s shop were marijuana, New York 
City police said.
“We got information about a large pack-
age of drugs. We got it in here. We field 
tested it as marijuana, called the indi-
vidual in. He was placed under arrest,” 
said NYPD Chief of Department Terence 
Monahan.

“It is currently at the lab at this point 
to make a final determination, was it 
hemp?” Monahan said. “The individual 
had no bill of lading justifying its deliv-
ery.”
Ronen Levy, who runs his own CBD 
business catering to pets, pleaded not 
guilty to multiple counts of felony crim-
inal possession of marijuana. He was 
released on his own recognizance and is 
due back in court on Nov. 19.

The police department drew attention to 
the bust by posting pictures on its official 
Facebook and Twitter accounts showing 
the officers in a room full of the seized 
plants. Oren Levy and the farm fought 
back with posts of their own.
Fox Holler Farms said in a statement 
posted on its Facebook page that the 
shipment bound for Levy’s shop was 
fully compliant with Vermont, New York 
and federal laws.

The farm’s lawyer, Timothy Fair, said 
that before the hemp shipment left Ver-
mont, it was tested at FedEx’s request 
by a local police department. The level 
of THC was less than half the allowable 
threshold, he said.
A FedEx spokeswoman said even if the 
plants were hemp, they should not have 
been shipped using its service. The com-
pany’s service guide lists hemp plants, 
leaves, oil and CBD derived from hemp 
among its prohibited items.
Oren Levy said he would’ve gone to the 
police station himself but couldn’t be-
cause he was recovering from a recent 
surgery. Soon enough, Oren Levy said, 
Ronen texted him: “I think I’m getting 
arrested.”
“They treated him like a drug dealer,” 
Oren Levy said. “He’s never been to jail 
in his whole life. He still hasn’t slept. 
He’s paranoid.” (Courtesy apnews.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Pot Or Not? Nationwide Busts Highlight
 Increasing Confusion Over Hemp

In this undated photo taken from the New York Police Department Facebook 
page, officers stand by what NYPD thought was marijuana when they confis-
cated in the  Brooklyn borough of New York on Saturday, Nov. 2, 2019, at the 
75th Precinct of the NYPD in New York. The Vermont farm that grew the plants 
and the Brooklyn CBD shop that ordered them insist they’re not pot, but legal 

industrial hemp. (Photo/NYPD via AP)
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FCC Chairman Ajit Pai will soon direct 
his agency to auction sought-after air-
waves for 5G services estimated to be 
worth up to $60 billion.
Why it matters: The path the FCC 
chooses will affect how quickly 5G 
services can be deployed using the air-
waves, which are key for both wireless 
capacity and coverage, as well as how 
much of the money raised will go to the 
government. 
In letters to key lawmakers on Monday, 
Pai said he wants FCC staff to auction 
280 megahertz of C-band spectrum for 
5G services.
•Pai said his decision is in line with his 
priorities of speed, generating revenue 
for the government, making a significant 
amount of spectrum available for 5G, 
and ensuring that current users are pro-
tected.

FCC Chairman Ajit Pai. 
(Photo/Getty Images)

•“With a quarter century track record of 
transparent and successful auctions, I 
am confident that [the commission] will 
conduct a public auction that will afford 
all parties a fair opportunity to compete 
for this 5G spectrum,” Pai wrote.
Details: A group of satellite operators 
that currently hold the licenses formed 
the C-Band Alliance and and pitched a 
plan to privately sell the airwaves for 5G 
services.

•Some wireless companies, including 
Verizon, support a private sale as the 
fastest way to bring the airwaves to mar-
ket. However, AT&T warned in a recent 
filing with the FCC that a private auction 
could become “mired in legal challeng-
es, or to fail altogether.”
•Lawmakers — including Republican 
Sen. John Kennedy and House Ener-
gy and Commerce communications 

subcommittee Chairman Mike Doyle 
— have called for the FCC to hold the 
auction, with proceeds going to the U.S. 
Treasury.
Kennedy has been particularly vocifer-
ous on the topic, holding a hearing with 
Pai to press him on the issue as well as 
giving two speeches on the Senate floor 
about his concerns with a private sale.
What’s next: The FCC will have to vote 
on Pai’s plan, the complete details of 
which have not yet been made public. 

Related
Is the 5G spectrum harmful to our 
health? Experts say, ‘Don’t freak out!’ 

Harnessing millimeter wave (mmWave) 
spectrum for faster data speeds is one of 
the biggest breakthroughs of 5G, the next 
generation cellular networking technolo-
gy following 4G LTE. 
But there are concerns this very high-fre-
quency spectrum could pose adverse 
health effects for the public. 

Is RF radiation safe?
The radiation that cellphones give off 
is at the low-energy end of the electro-
magnetic spectrum, making them much 
safer than high-energy radiation like 
x-rays and gamma rays. While the latter 
give off ionizing radiation, meaning they 
have enough energy to ionize an atom or 
molecule and thus damage cell DNA re-
sulting in cancer, RF radiation does not. 
RF radiation only has enough energy to 
move or vibrate atoms in a molecule, not 
enough to ionize it. While that means RF 
radiation does not cause cancer by dam-
aging DNA cells, there still are ongoing 
studies regarding the effects of non-ion-
izing radiation.
The FDA noted in 2018 statements 

that it believes “the current safety lim-
its for cellphone radiofrequency en-
ergy exposure remain acceptable for 

protecting the public health.” 

The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and U.S. National Tox-
icology Program (NTP) also have not 
formally classified RF radiation as 
cancer-causing. Meanwhile, the World 
Heath Organization’s International 
Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) 
classifies RF radiation as “possibly car-
cinogenic to humans” due to the finding 
of a possible link in at least one study be-
tween cellphone use and a specific type 
of brain tumor. However, the IARC con-
siders overall evidence “limited.”
It’s also important to note the IARC puts 
coffee and talc-based body powder in the 
same “possibly carcinogenic” category.
In one of the most recent studies, per-
formed by the National Toxicology Pro-
gram (NTP), high exposure to 2G and 
3G RF radiation led to cancerous heart 
tumor development in male rats. NTP se-
nior scientist John Butcher noted, how-
ever, that the levels and duration of expo-
sure to RF radiation were much greater 
than what people experience with even 
the highest level of cell phone use, so the 
findings should not be directly extrapo-
lated to human cell phone usage. Addi-
tionally, Butcher warned that 5G likely 
differs dramatically from 2G and 3G, so 
further studies are necessary. 

5G towers are being erected all across 

the country.
What about 5G?

The FDA told Digital Trends that, at this 
time, it “continues to believe that the cur-
rent safety limits for cellphone radiofre-
quency energy exposure remain accept-
able for protecting the public health.”
“The limits are based on the frequency 
of the device, meaning that 5G has a dif-
ferent limit than other technologies,” an 
agency spokesperson wrote in an email. 
“As part of our commitment to protect-
ing the public health, the FDA has re-
viewed, and will continue to review, 
many sources of scientific and medical 
evidence related to the possibility of ad-
verse health effects from radiofrequency 
energy exposure in both humans and an-
imals and will continue to do so as new 
scientific data are published.”

The agency noted that it lists significant 
ongoing research on the topic of RF ex-
posure on its website at https://www.fda.
gov/radiation-emitting-products/cell-
phones/current-research-results. (Cour-
tesy digitaltrends.com)

 

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

FCC Will Auction Coveted 5G Spectrum
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