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Canada’s Trudeau clings to power; must
court left after losing popular vote

OTTAWA (Reuters) - Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau hung onto
power after a tight election on Monday that saw his government reduced
to a minority, results that will likely push his agenda to the left while
alienating energy producing provinces.

Trudeau, one of the world’s most prominent progressive politicians,
struggled with domestic scandals. He now looks set to govern with sup-
port from the left-leaning New Democrats, who have 24 seats.

His Liberals did not win any seats in the oil-rich provinces of Alberta and
Saskatchewan. The party was leading or elected in 157 seats, a decrease of
20, preliminary results showed.

Minority governments in Canada rarely last more than 2-1/2 years. Al-
though the New Democrats lost 16 seats, leader Jagmeet Singh is posi-
tioned to press for action on priorities such as more social spending and
increased action on climate change.

RELATED COVERAGE

Canada NDP leader says Trudeau must respect realities of minority
government

Explainer: What happens in Canada now that Trudeau seems headed for
a minority government

One senior Liberal noted that many legislators need to serve another two
years to meet the six-year requirement for a Parliamentary pension.
“That gives us a pretty free hand for that period,” said the Liberal, who
requested anonymity given the sensitivity of the matter.

The New Democrats struck deals to help keep Liberal minority govern-
ments in power from 1972-1974 and in 2005.

Together the two parties can muster a majority 180 seats in the 338-seat
House of Commons.

The election was a disappointment for Conservative leader Andrew
Scheer, whose party gained seats but not the majority it had sought.

The Canadian dollar weakened against the greenback on Tuesday and the
heavily-weighted energy sector fell on the Toronto stock market, as inves-
tors worried that a minority government would make it more difficult to
build new oil pipelines.

Trudeau visited Montreal’s subway, posing for selfies with commuters
early on Tuesday, an echo of 2015 when he did the same thing.

This win was different. But Trudeau barely mentioned the loss of his
majority when he spoke to supporters early on Tuesday, saying he had “a
clear mandate” for a progressive agenda and more action to combat global
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warming.

This is unlikely to please the western provinces of Al-
berta and Saskatchewan, which cast out every Liberal
legislator amid anger over what the energy industry
sees as overly stringent environmental rules.

Canada’s oil sands, home to the world’s third-largest
crude reserves, lie entirely within Alberta. The energy
sector accounts for 11% of Canadian GDP.

“This truly is the worst possible outcome,” said Tim
Pickering, chief executive of Auspice Capital Advisers,
which manages a Canadian crude oil exchange-traded
fund. “We have got a Liberal minority and the balance
of power shifts to the NDP and the Greens, who are
completely opposed to any progressive energy poli-
cies”

The most prominent victim in the Liberals’ western
losses was Public Safety Minister Ralph Goodale, one
of Trudeau’s top cabinet members.
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Liberal leader and Ca-
nadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau reacts
beside his wife Sophie
Gregoire Trudeau after
the federal election at
the Palais des Congres
in Montreal, Quebec,
Canada October 22,
2019. REUTERS/Carlo
Allegri

Trudeau’s liberal image took a blow early in the
campaign when photos emerged of him wearing
blackface in the early 1990s and in 2001.

He had already been wrestling with fallout from ac-
cusations he pressured former Justice Minister Jody
Wilson-Raybould to help shield engineering firm
SNC-Lavalin Group Inc (SNC.TO) from corrup-
tion charges. In August, a top watchdog said he had
breached ethics rules.

Liberal leader and Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau reacts beside his wife Sophie Gregoire
Trudeau after the federal election at the Palais des
Congres in Montreal, Quebec, Canada October 22,
2019. REUTERS/Carlo Allegri

Wilson-Raybould, now an independent member of
parliament, retained her seat on Monday; a feat in

a country where nearly all legislators are backed by
major parties. Former minister Jane Philpott, who
also quit the cabinet over the affair and ran as an
independent, lost her Ontario riding.
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Demonstrators take part in a protest against Chile’s state economic model in

Santiago, Chile, October 21, 2019. REUTERS/Ivan Alvarado TPX IMAGES
OF THE DAY Liberal leader and Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and his wife Sophie Gregoire Trudeau wave to

supporters after the federal election at the Palais des Congres in Montreal, Quebec, Canada October 22, 2019.
REUTERS/Carlo Allegri TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

- 5
Voting information pamphlets sit on a table as NDP leader Jagmeet Singh helps sort docu- . : \
ments at the NDP election office on Election Day in Burnaby - L] ‘.
Japan’s Empress Masako leaves after a ceremony to proclaim Emperor Naruhito’s enthrone-
ment to the world, called Sokuirei-Seiden-no-gi, at the Imperial Palace in Tokyo, Japan October
22,2019. REUTERS/Issei Kato/Pool TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Liberal Party supporters flash V-signs while watching the live federal election results
Japan’s Emperor Naruhito makes his appearance during a ceremony to proclaim his en- at the Palais des Congres in Montreal, Quebec, Canada October 21, 2019. REUTERS/
thronement to the world, called Sokuirei-Seiden-no-gi, at the Imperial Palace in Tokyo, Stephane Mahe TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Japan, October 22, 2019. REUTERS/Issei Kato/Pool TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

o . ) . . o Justin Trudeau looks at his son Hadrien Trudeau at his polling place before he casts
WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange is seen in the courtroom sketch during a case management hearing in s ballot for today’s election in the Papineau area of Montreal
Assange’s U.S. extradition case at Westminster Magistrates Court, in London
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The class of 2018 graduated with a re-
cord average of $29,200 in loans to help
pay for a bachelor’s degree, reports USA
Today.
Why it matters: It was unusual to grad-
uate with a high amount of debt a few de-
cades ago, but “we have depressed our-
selves into a mindset in which $30,000
in debt is acceptable for a degree,” Mark
Huelsman, an associate director at the
left-leaning think tank Demos, told the
newspaper.
The big picture: Some schools are try-
ing to address affordability and debt
concerns for the cost of an education, but
students often use loan money to cover
the cost of living expenses.
*The University of Michigan and the
University of Virginia introduced aid
programs to help some students pay for
classes.
*New York offers free tuition at some
public colleges for residents whose fam-
ilies earn up to $125,000.
*New Mexico announced a free tuition
plan this week for any state resident who
attends a public school.
These plans, like many of the free college
proposals floated by 2020 Democrats,
are geared toward public institutions —
meaning that those attending private uni-
versities across the country still have to
shoulder the burden themselves.
*Worth noting: The richest and most
prestigious private universities often
offer extensive financial aid packages
of their own. For example, Harvard and
Stanford both expect families that make
up to $65,000 to contribute nothing —
and Stanford offers no tuition charges for
families making up to $125,000.

By the numbers:
*Two out of three of last year’s college
grads owe more than 2017’s.
*Students who attended college in the
Northeast have the highest average debt.
+Students in Connecticut had the highest
average at $38,650, and students in Utah
had the lowest at $19,750.
*“Black students and those from low-in-
come backgrounds were more likely to
have debt at graduation,” per USA To-
day.
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Average U.S. Student Debt Hits Record

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Related
Debt-free college: Where the Demo-
cratic 2020 presidential candidates
stand

Sen. Amy Klobuchar, Beto O’Rourke,
Rep. Tulsi Gabbard and Sen. Cory
Booker. (Photo/ Getty Images)

A clear divide exists among 2020 Dem-
ocrats who are rolling out plans to tack-
le the student debt crisis, whether tu-
ition-free or debt-free policies are the

way to win voter support.

By the numbers: Student debt in the
United States has reached $1.5 trillion,
and it is responsible for much of millen-
nials and Generation X’s anguish.

In Congress

Congressional committees have
launched hearings to reauthorize the

Higher Education Act, which aim to pro-
mote more affordability in college costs,
student loan programs and more. Sen.
Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii) and Rep. Mark
Pocan (D-Wisc.) reintroduced legislation
to help students eliminate debt within 5
years of graduating.
Tuition-free

These programs provide students 2
years of free tuition at participating state
community colleges, associate-degree

programs and vocational schools. The
majority fall into the category of “last
dollar” scholarships, indicating the pro-
gram pays the difference in tuition after
financial aid and grants have kicked in,
per CNBC.
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*Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) is still run-
ning on his 2016 campaign promise to
make college tuition free and debt free.
In 2016, Sanders introduced a bill called
the “College for All Act,” making public
college tuition-free to students through a
partnership with the federal government.
In June, he revealed plans to eliminate all
$1.6 trillion of student debt and pay for it
by raising taxes on Wall Street.

*Former HUD Secretary Julian Castro
released a plan to end tuition at public
colleges and universities, community
colleges and technical and vocational
programs. It would be paid for by shar-
ing “the financing of tuition costs with
state governments and provide incen-
tives to reduce the cost of college pro-
grams.” Castro also wants to defer loan
repayments until graduates are earning
above 2.5 times the federal poverty lev-
el, or $64,375 for a 4-person household

R ni ”@'“‘fﬁ‘

*Rep. Tulsi Gabbard (D-Hawaii) wants
to eliminate tuition and fees at 4-year
public colleges and universities. She also
supports free community college tuition
for everyone.

*Author Marianne Williamson supports
universal preschool and free college.
*Former Vice President Joe Biden
proposed a $750 billion free tuition for
community and technical college only
— with the federal government picking
up 75% of the cost and allowing states to
cover the rest.

Debt-free and Refinancing
of student loans

The debt-free policy idea aims to cover
the costs associated with attending pub-
lic college without requiring students
to take out loans, establishing federal
matches for state spending on higher ed
and using those funds to fill unmet needs
for people pursuing degrees. Former
Maryland Rep. John Delaney has called
for reforming bankruptcy laws so student
loan debt can be discharged like all other
debt, as well as refinancing. (Courtesy
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Public support for President Trump’s
impeachment is higher than it was for
Richard Nixon and Bill Clinton when the
House launched impeachment inquiries
against them.

Why it matters: Support for impeach-
ment of Trump is still less than half the
country — 44% in the Monmouth Uni-
versity poll shown here; 47% in a CNN
poll. And the polling reflects a 50-50
country. But the Ukraine scandal is push-
ing the numbers up.

Per CNN: “The change since May has
largely come among independents and
Republicans. ... [S]upport for impeach-
ment and removal has risen 11 points to
46% among independents and 8 points to
14% among Republicans.”

Keep in mind: A majority of the public
didn’t support impeaching Nixon until a
few weeks before he resigned.

But as the WashPost’s Philip Bump
pointed out, “Trump doesn’t look like
Nixon”— Trump’s approval rating is
still in the low 40% range, while Nixon
fell to 25% at the height of Watergate.

4

Democrats On Impeachment

The big picture: For nearly a month,
the White House has refused to comply
with House investigations into whether
Trump jeopardized national security by
allegedly pressing Ukraine to interfere
in the 2020 presidential election, and by
withholding security assistance provided
by Congress to help Ukraine.

1) “Secondhand information often has
severe legal consequences,” writes for-
mer public defender Sarah Lustbader:
“Law enforcement is expected to use
hearsay to lead to more direct sources

Trump was a jerk. Now, after three years
of battle, I see him as my captain. He de-
serves my loyalty, thick and thin.”

2) Peter Wehner, who worked for the 3
previous Republican presidents, on why
Republicans are “yet again circling the
Trump wagon”:

*“For many Republican members of
Congress, the president is more popular
among Republican voters in their dis-
tricts and states than they are.

*A former member of Congress said

Trump’s Impeachment Poll Warnings

HOIRNN washington Post-Schar School Poll

Most Americans support impeachment inquiry, but
just under half support removing Trump from office

O Da you think Congress should or shoauld not have begun an impeachment
inguiry of Trump? (IF SUPFORT INQUIRY) Do you think the House of
Representatives should or should not vote to remove Trump from office?

a 10 20 20 4D 50 Trump has COIldlthI'.led .people in the

base so much so that it’s just ‘us versus

support inauiry .. [ s s i o

him, you’re just giving the other side

.. And support removing Trump a9 what they want.” (Courtesy axkios.com)

- But oppose removing Trump

&
S

Oppose inquiry

MNaote: Mo opinion not shown.

Source: QOct. 1-6, 2015, Washington Post-Schar School poll of 1,000 UL
margin of +,/- 3.5 parcentags points.
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of information. ... That’s pretty much
what happened with the whistleblower
complaint: It prompted officials to seek
the rough transcript ... And ... the House
deposed the former special U.S. envoy to
Ukraine, Kurt Volker, who provided in-
criminating text messages...”

2) “I classified presidential calls. The
White House is abusing the system,”
writes former National Security Coun-
cil staffer Kelly Magsamen, who served
under Presidents George W. Bush and
Barack Obama:
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*“I have ... spent hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of hours in the White House Sit-
uation Room. It is difficult to overstate
just how abnormal and suspicious” the
handling of the Ukraine call appears.
*“The apparent abuse of the classifi-
cation system offers reason enough for
congressional review.”

*“What national security reason was
offered for moving the record ... to the
code word system? Which NSC lawyers
made that decision? Was the national se-
curity adviser involved?”

Republicans on Impeachment
The big picture: Only a few Republi-
cans in Congress — namely, Ben Sasse
and Mitt Romney — have criticized
Trump for asking Ukraine or China to
investigate Joe Biden, one of Trump’s
top political rivals, and his son.

1) David Brooks channels a Trump voter
“Flyover Man” talking to “Urban Guy:
“T only see Democrats who’d make ev-

e Bu jld Lrg es
national

erything worse: Open the border! Social-
ism! More power to Washington! You
could have paid attention to the forces
driving Trumpism, but you ignored us.”

The majority of Americans support

opening impeachment proceedings.

“Here’s a confession. I used to think
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