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WORLD NEWS

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Wall Street stocks fell sharply in vola-
tile trading on Friday, with the Nasdaq confirming it is in a bear 
market, as concerns of slowing economic growth led investors 
to flee stocks in high-valuation sectors such as technology and 
communication services.
The major U.S. stocks indexes accelerated declines in the last 
hour of trading after White House trade adviser Peter Navarro 
said the United States and China might not reach a trade deal 
at the close of a 90-day negotiating window unless Beijing can 
agree to a profound overhaul of its economic policies
With Friday’s losses, the Nasdaq has fallen nearly 22 percent 
from its Aug. 29 high. The tech-heavy index dropped to its low-
est level since August 2017.
The benchmark S&P 500 index, already on pace for its biggest 
percentage decline in December since the Great Depression, 
hit its lowest level since July 2017. It is now down 17.5 percent 
from its closing high on Sept. 20. The Dow Industrials fell to its 
lowest level since October 2017 and has declined 16.3 percent 
from its Oct. 3 closing high.
The mid-cap S&P 400 also confirmed it is in a bear market.
Navarro’s comments added to already-mounting concerns over 
political uncertainty and the possibility of a slowdown in eco-
nomic growth.
“That’s definitely a weight on the market,” said Shannon Sac-
cocia, chief investment officer at Boston Private, of Navarro’s 
comments. “For investors, there’s a heck of a lot of small storms 
to be sailing ships through.”
The increasing likelihood of a partial government shutdown 
injected further pessimism into U.S. stock markets. President 
Donald Trump said there was a very good chance a government 
funding bill, which includes funding for a wall along the Mexico 
border, would not pass the Senate.
The looming shutdown threat, along with Navarro’s comments, 
overshadowed remarks from New York Fed President John 
Williams that the Fed was open to reassessing its views, which 
provided a fleeting boost to the markets.echnology and commu-
nication services stocks bore the brunt of the sell-off, falling 3.0 
percent and 3.1 percent, respectively.

Nasdaq confirms bear market; economic worries 
sink Wall Street

The closing numbers are 
displayed after the closing 
bell of the New York Stock 
Exchange (NYSE) in New 
York, U.S., December 21, 
2018. REUTERS/Bryan R 
Smith.



The Dragon crew capsule sits in the SpaceX hangar at Launch Complex 39-A, 
where the space ship and Falcon 9 booster rocket are being prepared for a 
January 2019 launch at Cape Canaveral

French Interior Minister Christophe Castaner meets French soldiers patrolling around the 
department stores during the Christmas and New Year holiday season in Paris

President of Congo’s National Independent Electoral Commission (CENI), Corneille Nangaa 
addresses a news conference on the upcoming presidential election in Kinshasa

C3Saturday, December 22

Editor’s Choice

FILE PHOTO: A logo is pictured on a Credit Agricole bank branch in Paris

French Interior Minister Christophe Castaner meets German police forces patroling 
around department stores during the Christmas and New Year holiday season in Paris

FILE PHOTO: The Credit Suisse logo is pictured on a bank in Geneva

FILE PHOTO: Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman attends the opening of 
the G20 leaders summit in Buenos Aires, Argentina November 30, 2018. REUTERS/Sergio 
Moraes/File Photo

FILE PHOTO: People holding pictures of Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi attend a symbolic funeral prayer for 
Khashoggi at the courtyard of Fatih mosque in Istanbul
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COMMUNITY
The Alief International Academy 
opened this fall at the Elsik Ninth Grade 
Center as a school within a school.  The 
proposed plans for development of The 
Alief International Academy were pre-
sented at an Alief ISD Board Meeting 
in October where plans were approved 
to partner with the International Stud-
ies School Network (ISSN) through the 
Asia Society to develop the Alief Inter-
national Academy with a targeted open-
ing in the fall of 2018 for incoming 9th 
graders.
The enrollment goal of 75 – 100 stu-
dents was set for 9th graders entering in 
the fall who were interested in getting a 
global education. The leadership of the 
Alief International Academy has visited 
all six middle schools in Alief and met 
with 8th graders in their US History 
class to recruit students interested in at-
tending the academy. Currently,  as of 
today, there are 60 students who have 
applied for the International Academy 
who have been accepted to the academy.

The International Academy continues 
to recruit new students every day. We 
look for students who are interested in 
learning about what the Asia Society 
has termed GLOBAL COMPETENCE 
which is the capacity and disposition to 
understand and act on issues of global 
significance. Students will do this by 
learning to:
*investigate the world beyond their im-
mediate surroundings
*recognize different perspectives
*communicate ideas to diverse audienc-
es
*translate their ideas into action that 
makes a difference in the world
 This is a college prep program with 

a chance for students to earn college 
hours through both Dual Credit class-
es and eventually AP classes in 11th 
& 12th grade. Language options for a 
student’s four-year language require-
ment will include Mandarin or Span-
ish. In addition, students will have the 
opportunity to participate in AVID. We 
are looking for students of various aca-
demic backgrounds who want to make a 
difference in the world. More informa-
tion here: https://www.powtoon.com/m/
cDlHocrPg8h/1/m
Students must be a resident in Alief ISD 
to attend. The application is online with 
links on the Alief  ISD webpage, The 
Elsik Ninth Grade Center webpage and 
the Elsik H.S. webpage.

Alief International Academy 2018 
signing day.

MISSION STATEMENT
The Alief International Academy will 
develop multilingual, globally compe-

tent college and career ready students 
who are empowered to think critically 
while engaging in global issues so they 
can thrive in a competitive global soci-
ety.
o   Think critically
o   Engage globally
o   Thrive competitively

IT IS OUR GOAL TO 
DEVELOP GLOBAL                                                      

COMPETENCE IN ALL OF OUR 
STUDENTS.

THE ALIEF INTERNATIONAL 
ACADEMY EMBODIES...

o  Deeper Learning
o  Project-based learning
o  Experiential learning
o  Authentic assessment
o  Student-centered
o  Interdisciplinary
o  Performance-based

FIVE REASONS WHY GLOBAL 
COMPETENCE MATTERS
Global competence is the toolkit a pro-
ductive, involved citizenry uses to meet 
the problems and opportunities of the 
world.
In the curriculum, global competence 
challenges students to investigate the 
world, consider a variety of perspec-
tives, communicate ideas, and take 
meaningful action. A globally focused 
curriculum engages students in their 
own learning and motivates them to 
strive for knowledge and understanding. 
And a curious, inspired student strives 
to learn more in school and beyond.
A new generation of students requires 
different skills from the generations 
that came before.
The world is changing fast. Boundar-
ies—literal as well as figurative— are 
shifting and even disappearing altogeth-
er. The culture that once lived halfway 
around the world now lives just down 
the block. The ability to thrive in this 
new and rapidly changing environment 
is grounded in a globally focused cur-
riculum.

Alied International Academy team.
More than ever before, individual ac-
tions reach around the globe.
Environmental concerns, econom-

ic shifts, global poverty, population 
growth, human rights, and political 
conflict can seem intractable and over-
whelming, yet they absolutely require 
thoughtful action. In a globally focused 
curriculum, students learn that the 
world needs them to act, and that they 
can make a difference.
Global competence integrates knowl-
edge of the world and the skill of appli-
cation with the disposition to think and 
behave productively.
Global competence is not restricted to 
knowing about other cultures and other 
perspectives. In addition to knowledge 
of the world, a globally competent citi-
zen exhibits habits like critical thinking, 
rational optimism, innovation, empathy, 
and awareness of the influences of cul-
ture on individual behavior and world 
events.

160 Alief ISD International students 
visit HCC campus.

Success in career and life will depend 
on global competence, because career 
and life will play out on the global 
stage.
Already, government, business, and 
cultural institutions are called to solve 
the world’s problems cooperatively. 
Engaging in these challenges requires 
high-order knowledge and thinking 
skill, as well as shared language and 
cultural understanding. In a globally 
focused curriculum, students prepare 
to approach problems from multiple 
perspectives and to thrive in a global fu-
ture.  Details here: https://www.aliefisd.
net/Page/10937. (Courtesy AISD)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Alief International Academy – 
A School Within A School In Alief ISD
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BUSINESS
Vice President Mike Pence said “a new 
era of American leadership in space has 
begun” as President Trump signs an ex-
ecutive order creating the U.S. Space 
Command.
Pence made the comment at Kennedy 
Space Center in Florida Tuesday, De-
cember 18, 2018, where he explained the 
command will oversee all U.S. military 
activities in space.
He also said the command will develop 
the space doctrine, techniques, and pro-
cedures that will enable our “war fight-
ers” to defend our nation.

In the photo above, a SpaceX Falcon 9 
rocket, carrying the Spaceflight SSO-A: 
SmallSat Express, launches from Space 
Launch Complex-4E at Vandenberg Air 
Force Base, Calif. (Photo/U.S. Air Force 
via AP)
His remarks came as the president direct-
ed the Pentagon to establish the Space 
Command as the military’s 11th unified 
combatant command.
Pence said the administration is work-
ing with congressional leaders to have a 
stand up Space Force by the end of 2020. 
(Courtesy https://www.oann.com)

Related

Pence outlines plan for new Space 
Force by 2020

Trump signed a one-page memorandum 
Tuesday authorizing the Department of 
Defence to create the new command on 
Tuesday.
The goal is to set up a command to over-

see and organize space operations, accel-
erate technical advances and find more 
effective ways to defend U.S. assets in 
space, including the vast constellations 
of satellites that American forces rely on 
for navigation, communications and sur-
veillance. The move comes amid grow-
ing concerns that China and Russia are 
working on ways to disrupt, disable or 
even destroy U.S. satellites.

The new order is sepa-
rate from the president’s 
much touted goal of cre-
ating a “Space Force” as 
an independent armed 

service branch, but is considered a first 
step in that direction. The memo pro-
vides little detail on what will be a long 
and complicated process as the Defence 
Department begins to pull together var-
ious space units from across the military 
services into a more co-ordinated, inde-
pendent organization.
According to one U.S. official, the com-
mand would pull about 600 staff from 
existing military space offices, and then 
add at least another 1,000 over the com-
ing years. The roughly $800 million 
would mainly cover the additional staff. 
The costs for the existing staff would just 
transfer to the new command, but that to-
tal was not immediately available.
The official spoke on condition of ano-
nymity to discuss internal deliberations 
not yet announced.
Pence says it’s needed to ensure Ameri-

ca’s dominance in space amid heightened 
completion and threats from China and 
Russia. He says that while space was 
once peaceful and uncontested, it is now 
crowded and adversarial.

President Donald Trump has called for 
a “separate but equal” space force. De-
fence Secretary Jim Mattis has endorsed 
plans to reorganize the military’s space 
warfighting forces and create a new 
command, but has previously opposed 
launching an expensive separate new ser-
vice.

Vice President Mike Pence
@VP

Today, @POTUS Trump will 
direct the @DeptofDefense to 

establish a Combatant Command that 
will oversee all of our military activities 
in space. This Space Command will be 
the 11th Combatant command in the 
U.S. military.
42.7K
10:28 AM - Dec 18, 2018
24.6K people are talking about this
Army Lt. Col. Joe Buccino, spokesman 
for Deputy Defence Secretary Patrick 
Shanahan, said that establishing Space 
Command is “a critical step in acceler-

ating our space capabilities and posture 
to defend our vital national interests and 
deter our adversaries. This combatant 
command will lead space operations and 
develop space warfighting doctrine, tac-
tics, and techniques.”
He added that the Pentagon will continue 
to develop a legislative proposal to meet 
the president’s vision for a space force.
The first steps next year will be to nom-
inate top leaders for Space Command, 
including a four-star general and a dep-
uty. The command would likely at least 
begin to take form in Colorado, where 
the current Joint Functional Component 
Command for Space is already located. 
But there has been no final decision on a 
location for the new command.
Funding for the command will be in-
cluded in the budget for fiscal year 2020, 
which will be unveiled in February.

Trump’s order accelerates what has been 
a decades-long effort to reorganize and 
improve the military’s technological 
advances in space, which at times has 
gotten less attention as the Air Force has 
focused on warplanes and other combat 
priorities.
The military’s role in space has been un-
der scrutiny because the United States is 
increasingly reliant on orbiting satellites 
that are difficult to protect. Satellites 
provide communications, navigation, in-
telligence and other services vital to the 
military and the national economy.
Over the past year, the issue gained ur-
gency amid growing competition and 
threats from adversary nations.

U.S. intelligence agencies reported earli-
er this year that Russia and China were 
pursuing “nondestructive and destruc-
tive” anti-satellite weapons for use during 
a future war. And there are growing wor-
ries about cyberattacks that could target 
satellite technology, potentially leaving 
troops in combat without electronic com-
munications or navigation abilities.
A U.S. Space Command existed from 
1985 to 2002, but was disbanded in the 
aftermath of the 9-11 terrorist attacks so 
that U.S. Northern Command could be 
established, focusing on defence of the 
homeland.

Vice-President Mike Pence has an-
nounced plans for a new, separate U.S. 
Space Force as sixth military service by 
2020
Although Space Command went away, 
its functions remained and were ab-
sorbed by U.S. Strategic Command. The 
Air Force retained its lead role in space 
through Air Force Space Command. That 
existing space command will be a key 
component of the new joint entity, raising 
space to the same status as other head-
quarters such as U.S. Cyber Command, 
Special Operations Command or Strate-
gic Command.
The new Space Command will also pull 
from existing units in the other services, 
such as the Army Space and Missile 
Command and the Navy’s Space and Na-
val Warfare Systems Command.
Officials said the process of breaking 
away parts of other organizations and 
moulding them all into a new command 
will be done carefully, to ensure it’s done 
correctly without jeopardizing any ongo-
ing operations or activities. Any propos-
al to create a new service would require 
congressional action. (Courtesy AP)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

President Donald Trump signs an executive order to create a U.S. Space 
Command.

President Trump Signs Executive 
Order Creating U.S. Space Command
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