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Trump signs budget deal after raising
government shutdown threat

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump signed Congress’
newly passed $1.3 trillion spending bill on
Friday, ending several hours of confusion
spurred by a tweeted veto threat that raised
the specter of a government shutdown.
Trump said he had signed the bill, despite
his qualms on some issues, because a $60
billion increase in military spending had
convinced him it was a worthwhile com-
promise.

“But | say to Congress | will never sign an-
other bill like this again,” he told reporters.
“I’m not going to do it again.”

White House and Capitol Hill aides had
been left scrambling earlier in the day after
Trump criticized the six-month spending
bill, despite prior assurances from the
administration that he would sign it ahead
of a looming midnight deadline.

“l am considering a VETO of the Omnibus
Spending Bill based on the fact that the
800,000 plus DACA recipients have been
totally abandoned by the Democrats (not
even mentioned in Bill) and the BORDER
WALL, which is desperately needed for
our National Defense, is not fully funded,”
Trump wrote on Twitter at 9 a.m. EDT.
But by early afternoon, he appeared before
reporters in the Diplomatic Reception
Room of the White House to announce he
had signed the measure.

“There are a lot of things I’m unhappy about
in this bill,” he said, patting the more than
2,000 pages of the legislation stacked on a
purple box beside him.

It was unclear how seriously Republican
leaders took Trump’s shutdown threat. Nei-
ther Speaker Paul Ryan nor Senate Leader
Mitch McConnell commented publicly on it.
U.S. President Donald Trump points to
Congress’ $1.3 trillion spending bill during a
signing ceremony in the Diplomatic Room of
the White House in Washington. U.S., March
23, 2018. REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque
Lawmakers in the Republican-dominated
Senate and House of Representatives had
already left Washington for a scheduled two-
week spring recess, and Trump himself was
scheduled on Friday to fly to Florida for a
weekend at his private resort.

Trump has been frustrated that Congress has
not turned over funding to make good on his
campaign promise to build a wall along the
U.S.-Mexico border. The bill includes $1.6
billion for six month’s of work on the project
but he had sought $25 billion for it.

Trump also has been at odds with Democrats
in Congress over the fate of Dreamer immi-

gives work permits to the Dreamers and pro-
tects them from deportation. The decision is
currently tied up in court cases.

Trump speaks about Congress’ spending bill at the White House in Washington

Ryan to support it.

grants - those brought to the United States
illegally when they were children.

He offered to extend the protections, tied to a

sweeping set of changes to immigration laws,

but subsequently rejected bipartisan offers

coming together, there had been reports Trump
had balked at the bill and had to be persuaded by

The conservative wing of Trump’s party had
panned the bill because of its spending increases
and some deficit hawks cheered Trump’s Friday

Trump canceled the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program that

from

lawmakers.

morning threat to veto it.

As the six-month spending budget deal was

U.S. stock market cheerleader-in-chief goes quiet in downturn

LONDON (Reuters) - Investors have
long toasted the U.S. stock market boom
that emerged from the depths of the
2008 financial crisis, but one of the bull
market’s most vocal and visible cheer-
leaders has abruptly fallen silent: the U.S.
President.

Since his inauguration in January last
year, Donald Trump has regularly taken
to Twitter to proclaim the gains in U.S.
stocks, often appearing to take credit for
their rise.

Following his surprise victory in No-
vember 2016, investors make a beeline
for the market in what became known as
the ‘Trumpflation’ trade - a bet that the
former real estate mogul’s administration
would deliver a boost to the U.S. econ-
omy through increased fiscal spending,
deregulation and tax cuts.

As the following graphic shows, the
frequency of Trump’s tweets touting the
stock market upswing increased towards
the second half of 2017 as the S&P 500,
a broad index of U.S. stock prices, hit a
series of record highs. The index ended
the year up nearly 20 percent, its best
annual performance since 2012.

U.S. President Donald Trump takes part Stock market
in a Greek Independence Day celebration gains since his
in the East Room at the White House in  election victo-
Washington, U.S., March 22, 2018. REU-Y 16 months
TERS/Leah Millis ago, Trump
Reuters Graphic doesn’t appear
But after a violent selloff - prompted by t00 concerned
fears of U.S. inflation - wiped over $4 about the
trillion in global stock market capitaliza- impact  his
tion earlier this year, the president’s Twit- tariffs are

ter feed has gone quiet on the subject; ~ having at the
the second-longest spell without a tweet moment,”
about the market since his election. wrote Craig
Trump’s last tweet on the market came ~ Erlam, market
shortly after the shakeout, warning inves- analyst at

tors they were making a “big mistake” ~ OANDA,
for selling stocks despite “good news” N anote to
about the economy. The S&P 500 and clients.
global stocks have struggled to recover ~ The added
since the rout in early February. factor of the
successive

That development, investors say, is due
to fears of a global trade war erupting departures (_)f
on the back of tariffs and talk of further Trump’s chief
protectionist measures from the U.S. ad- €conomic
ministration. Trump himself has tweeted, adviser Gary
saying trade wars are “good”, and “easy Cohnand

to win.’ Secretary of

“For a person who’s been obsessed with State Rex

Specialist trader Meric Greenbaum works at his post on the floor of the NYSE in New

York

Tillerson is causing investors to
consider whether there has been a

were widely viewed as moderates on
issues of trade and foreign policy.

definitive turn in the U.S. administra-
tion’s priorities. Cohn and Tillerson
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China slaps tariff on U.S. oll plpe
Texas Industry

potential hit to

By James Osborne

WASHINGTON - Texas manufacturers who
produce steel oil and gas pipelines and drill pipe
could take a hit after China announced it was
slapping a 15 percent tariff on steel pipe from
the United States.

“There is definitely a fair amount of the pipe
manufacturing that gets done here,” said
Praveen Kumar, executive director of the Uni-
versity of Houston's Gutierrez Energy Manage-
ment Institute. “It makes sense. Some of the
biggest [steel pipe] buyers are in the Houston
area, like Schlumberger, and the pipeline com-
panies.”

The tariffs are part of a sprawling $3 billion tar-
iff imposed by the Chinese early Friday, in re-
sponse to President Donald Trump’s announce-
ment he would enact tariffs targeting $50 billion
in Chinese goods. Among the goods targeted by
the Chinese are pork, apples and steel pipe.
Now Playing: International reaction to Trump’s

tariffs

Donald Trump’s decision to impose tar-
iffs on steel and aluminium imports has
fuelled fears of an escalating trade war
and hit hard the share prices of Asian
steelmakers and manufacturers supply-
ing US markets.

Pipeline manufacturing has grown in
Texas over the past decade, as the hy-
draulic fracturing boom took off in shale
plays like the Eagle Ford and Permian
Basin.

In November, global steel pipe giant
Tenaris began production of steel oil and
gas pipe at its new $1.8 billion mill in
Bay City, destined for shale oil and gas
wells in Texas, Oklahoma and beyond.
But a relatively small amount of that pipe
goes to China. U.S. steel pipe exports
reached 832,000 metric tons last year, ac-

cording to the U.S. International Trade Ad-

ministration. More than 80 percent of that

FILE PHOTO: A man looks out from a window next to a portrait of late Chinese leader Deng
in a gallery at Dafen Oil Painting Village, in Shenzhen

pipe went to Canada and Mexico,
with China coming in a distant third.
“Bottom line, if the retaliation is on
pipelines, Houston will not see much

impact. However, if the trade war escalates
to broader energy related machinery class-
es, then Houston will be more exposed,”

Total U.S. drilling rig count inches toward 1,000

West Texas’ booming Permian
Basin led another jump in the
number of rigs drilling for oil

as the overall rig count inches
toward 1,000 for the first time in
nearly three years.

This week saw four net rigs added
to the oil patch while one rig was
tacked onto natural gas fields, ac-
cording to weekly data collected
by Baker Hughes, a GE company.
The overall U.S. rig count is now
up to 995 rigs, including 804 of
them drilling for oil.

Both Texas and the Permian
added seven rigs, more than
offsetting a loss of four rigs in
Oklahoma. No other region of

the country had a sizable gain or
loss during the week.

The Permian alone now accounts
for 444 oil rigs - 55 percent of the
oil rig count nationwide. Likewise,
Texas is home to 499 total rigs -
more than half of the nation’s total.
The overall rig count, including oil
and gas rigs, has sat below 1,000
since April 2015 when oil prices
were collapsing.

U.S. oil prices were hovering above
$65 a barrel early Friday afternoon.
The last time oil prices were $67 or
higher was December 2014.

After the Permian, the next most
active area is South Texas’ Eagle
Ford shale with 72 rigs. Oklahoma’s

May 2016.

500 speakers.

Cana Woodford is next with 59 rigs.
Oklahoma is still home to the sec-
ond-most rigs with 120 active. New
Mexico is next with 88 rigs.

The total U.S. rig count is well up
from an all-time low of 404 rigs in

Despite this week’s jump, the oil rig
count is down 50 percent from its
peak of 1,609 in October 2014, before
oil prices began plummeting.

at the Harvard Club, a private social
club in Boston. This year, attendees
came from 70 countries and featured
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D]S.\Oﬁwym A Snapshot Of The World

The Dow Jones Industrial Average is displayed on a screen after the closing
bell, over the floor of the NYSE in New York

A traders works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, (NYSE) in New York, U.S., March 22, 2018.
REUTERS/Brendan McDermid
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Man looks at a monitor showing stock information at a brokerage house in Jiujiang, Jiangxi

Dropbox Inc. co-founders stand outside with employees at Nasdaq as Dropbox (DBX) is
listed for company’s IPO in New York
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' - Royal visit to Nortl Ireland
tt
Policemen shout during the burial of military police officer Felipe Santos Mesquita, who oyal visitfo Northern frelan
was shot dead during a clash with drug gangs in Rocinha slum, in Rio de Janeiro

‘ ] o Student journalists of Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School par-
Trump hosts spending bill signing ceremony at the

) ) . g ; ] ticipate in a discussion at Newseum in Washington
French President Emmanuel Macron and Prime Minister Edouard ~ White House in Washington
Philippe attend a videoconference in Paris
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Elissa Chung

Education Division
Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in
Houston
Email: houcul@houstoncul.org
BATEAFTHEEH L
Elissa Chung
Education Division, TECO in Houston
Tel: 713-871-0851
Fax: 713-871-0854
http://www.moetw.org/

WaoW. A

2018 Family Mandarin Camp in Taiwan

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

cants by email upon acceptance into the
program. If you have not received any
notification by May 20, 2018, please
contact us at houcul@houstoncul.org.
11.Contact information:

Colorado, Kansas, Louisiana, Missis-
sippi, Missouri, Oklahoma and Texas)
4.Rate: USD 800 (per person), includ-
ing ground transportation to/
from Taoyuan International
Airport (TPE), 7-night dou-
ble occupancy room, 2-meal
during weekdays (breakfast
and lunch), 15-hour Man-
darin Classes divided into (3) Flight information

Children and Adult. A total 9 Please submit the application package
of S-cultural field trips will  to:

be arranged during weekday 2018 Family Mandarin Camp in Taiwan
. afternoon. Education Division

5.Lodge: MCU Jihe Hotel,  Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in
7F'8F, N0130, Jihe Rd, Houston

Shihlin District, Taipei City, 11. Greenway Plaza, Suite 2012

7. Application Deadline: April 30, 2018
8. Application Package:

(1)Application form with photo (per
person)

(2) Check of USD 800 (per person) for
camp fee (flight ticket not included),
please make payable to Education Divi-
sion, TECO in Houston

M X

MAGAZINE

L .F |||][|}Iﬂﬁ"||ﬂﬂl

The Education Division of the Tai-

ﬂJ

pei Economic and Cultural Office Tajwan. Houston. TX 77046
in Houston and Mandarin Studies g Calendar: 10. Information will be sent to appli-
& Culture Center of Ming Chuan
University offering a 2018 Family 08:30~ | 09:00~ 12:00~ | 14:00~ | 16:00~ | 18:00~ | 20:00~
Mandarin Camp in Taiwan. 09:00 | 12:00 14:00 |16:00 |18:00 | 20:00 |22:00
The Education Division of the Taipei Jun. A
Economic and Cultural Office in Hous- 3 lll‘pOI't Free Time
ton and Mandarin Studies & Culture | §un pickup
Center of Ming Chuan University are | yup. Mandarin
excited to offer a 2018 Family Mandarin 4 Breakfast | Classes Lunch | Taipe 101 Free Time
Camp in Taiwan! Designed to promote Mon Adult/Children
Chinese-language learning, this sum- Y C :
mer camp offers elementary and middle Jun, Mandarin Orlggj; - gi?ims
school students in the Southern USAa |5 Breakfast | Classes Lunch i Free Time
chance to learn in a fun and effective | Tue Adult/Children g
o : . Workshop

way. In addition to language instruction, 3 Mandari
families can enjoy a range of cultural 6““' Breakfast | 1 ann Lunch National Palace Free Ti
activities fit for everyone. Parents and Teaxias B e Museum fee lime
kids can improve their language skills ~ LvveR Adulb’C.Iuldrcn
and embrace Taiwanese culture together | Ju. Mandarin Pineapple Cake
in a relaxing and friendly environment, |7 | Breakfast | Classes Lunch | o Workshop Free Time

o , Thu Adult/Children

verview Jan, Mandarin o
Camp Information: 8 Breakfast | Classes Lunch Strect Free Time
1.Duration: June 3 - June 10, 2018 Fri Adult/Children © ums mmm alll mswalc“"u mm-lmm 2["3
(7-Night stay) e ?
2 Location Mandarin Studies & Cul-  |o°" | Bregkfust| Fiee Time 0000 WESTHEIER ROAD, OUSTON, X767~~~ 53007300
ture Center of Ming Chuan University, Sat ;
Taiwan Jm GOMPLINENTARY HORS D OEDVRES REFRESHED THROUGHOUT THE EVENING & MAGAZINES!
3.Eligibility: Students ages 7-14 from | /o ) Breakfast | Free Time Airport Drop
the service area of the Education Divi- off ; ~ I
sion of TECO in Houston, (Arkansas, Sun It's not what you know, or who you know. It's who knows you!
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A CDC doctor has warned this year’s “di-
sastrous” flu shot may be responsible for the
deadly flu epidemic sweeping the country.
“Some of the patients I’ve administered the
flu shot to this year have died,” the doctor
said, adding “I don’t care who you are, this
scares the heck out of me.”“We have seen
people dying across the country of the flu,
and one thing nearly all of them have in com-
mon is they got the flu shot.”

Scientists were worried this year’s flu season
was going to be rough and their fears have
been proven well founded. The flu season is
off to a record-breaking start, with the CDC
reporting widespread flu activity from coast
to coast. Many health officials believe that
2018 will ultimately be the worst flu out-
break that we have experienced since 1918.
The CDC doctor’s experience of patients
dying of the flu after receiving the flu shot
is sadly not uncommon. Eight Santa Barbara
County residents have died from the flu in
the last fortnight. Seven of them had the flu
shot.

FLUMYTHS () FLU FACTS

Flu: Facts or Fiction?

This deadly pattern is replicating itself across
the country. Yet health officials are still tell-
ing people to get the flu shot, even though it
does not work well this season. Health offi-
cials have started admitting that the vaccine
is only 10% effective.

The verdict is out on flu shots. Many med-
ical experts now agree it is more important
to protect yourself and your family from the
flu vaccine than the flu itself.Every year the
pharmaceutical industry, medical experts
and the mainstream media work hard to con-
vince us to get vaccinated against the flu.
2018 is no different. But, as usual, we’re not
being told the whole story.

Pharmaceutical companies provide main-
stream media outlets with a huge percentage
of their advertising revenue. Big pharma-
ceutical companies actually spend far more

CDC Doctor: ‘Disastrous’ Flu Shot
Causing Deadly Flu Outbreak

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

on advertising than research. We are talking
hundreds of billions of dollars.

It is clear Big Pharma is desperate to ensure
mainstream media outlets never tell us about
adverse reactions or the toxic chemicals be-
ing injected into us in the flu shot.

Flu vaccines contain dangerous ingredients
The pharmaceutical industry, medical ex-
perts and the mainstream media admit to
us that flu vaccines contain strains of the
flu virus. What they are less likely to reveal
though is the long list of other ingredients
that come with the vaccine.

It is now a known fact that flu vaccines con-
tain mercury, a heavy metal known to be
hazardous for human health. Mercury toxic-
ity can cause depression, memory loss, car-
diovascular diseases, respiratory problems,
ADD, oral health problems, digestive imbal-
ances and other serious health issues.

The flu vaccines actually do not immunize
but sensitize the body against the virus
Have you ever noticed how vaccinated chil-
dren get sick almost immediately following
a vaccination?

¥

This is because the flu virus is introduced
into their bodies. So rather than immunize,
the flu shot actually only sensitizes the body
against the virus.

And the fact that it causes individuals to get
ill following a shot indicates immuno-sup-
pression (i.e. lowering of the immunity).
Makes you more susceptible to
pneumonia and other contagious diseases
For someone with an already suppressed
immune system, injecting strains of the flu
virus can have devastating consequences.

If your body is already working to fight off a
virus or simply operating with low immuni-
ty, a vaccine injection could put your body in
serious danger of contracting influenza with
stronger symptoms, or even worse pneumo-
nia and other contagious diseases.

Weakens immunological responses

There have been literally thousands of med-

ical journal articles published that show
injecting vaccines can lead to harmful im-
munological responses and a host of other
infections. Moreover, weak immunological
responses only decrease a person’s ability to
fight the diseases that the vaccine was sup-
posed to protect against in the first place.

Serious neurological disorders
Evidence now suggests that ingredients in
flu vaccinations can actually cause serious
neurological disorders. In 1976 a significant
number of those who received the flu vaccine
acquired Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS), a
disorder characterized by permanent nerve
damage and even paralysis.

Flu vaccines can contain many harmful ma-
terials including detergent, mercury, formal-
dehyde, and strains of live flu virus.

Should you get a flu shot? If you are still pre-
varicating, and wondering who to trust, con-
sider this:The very people pushing flu vac-
cinations, and putting the fear of God into
anybody who abstains, are making billions
of dollars each year.Are they the people we
should be trusting with our health?

In August 1999, the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform initiated an investigation into
Federal vaccine policy. This investigation
focused on possible conflicts of interest on
the part of the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) and the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC).

The investigation concluded that many in-
dividuals serving on two key advisory com-
mittees had financial ties to the pharmaceu-
tical companies that manufacture vaccines.
Often, these individuals were granted waiv-
ers to fully participate in the discussions that
led to recommendations on vaccine licensing
and adding vaccines to the Childhood Immu-
nization Schedule.

This in itself creates serious doubt as to how

effective flu vaccines really are.
Related
Medical Doctor Apologizes

For Vaccine Ignorance

A brave physician has spoken out
factually about vaccines

Dr. Daniel Neides was neither anti-vaccine
nor 100% pro-vaccine, but simply wanted
an honest discussion about vaccines. But he
was nonetheless fired after writing an article
which questioned vaccine safety.

It all started in 2016 when the former health-
care physician at the Cleveland Clinic was
working for a medical facility where it was
mandatory for all employees to receive the
annual flu vaccine.

He, along with four other employees re-
ceived the “preservative-free” flu jabs and
immediately all five of them contracted the
flu!

Natural Blaze Report
That “aha” event made Dr. Neides check into
the flu vaccine ingredients and realize even
though the label stated it contained “no pre-
servative,” it contained formaldehyde. Form-
aldehyde! That fact was shocking to him, so
he decided to research further into vaccine
ingredients. The further he investigated, the
more he became incensed, it seems.

Dr. Neides realized after reading Dr. Paul
Thomas’s book, Vaccine Friendly Plan there
are some super serious questions to be asked
regarding the Hepatitis B vaccines given to
infants within 24 hours of birth whereby 250
nanograms of ALUMINUM are injected into
newborns whose immune systems are not
fully developed! At that point of his research
he realized, “What have I done to my own
family?”

As a result of his investigations, Dr. Neides
has become a “pro patient” physician who
believes in and practices fully-informed con-
sent on the part of the patient. He believes
patients should know the risks versus the
benefits. He further believes in the Geneva
Convention’s dictate “no medical interven-
tion without patients’ consent”—something
that does not happen regarding the adminis-
tration of vaccines/vaccinations in the Unit-
ed States. Parents and healthcare consumers
are told vaccines are safe and effective, but
not given the information in vaccines pack-

age inserts explaining Contraindications,

Adverse Reactions, and Ingredients!

Vaccines are in direct violation of the med-

ical oath doctors take: First, do no harm!
The

Vaccine-
Fr_igndly
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Dr. Paud’s Safe and Effective Approach to Immunity and Health—
from Pregnancy Theeugh Your Child’s Teen Years

Dr. N found there was ethylmercury and alu-
minum in many vaccines, especially those
given to infants, toddlers, and teens, which
potentially can and do lead to acute and
chronic diseases.

Doctor further relates how he cautioned
pregnant females about not eating tuna fish
while pregnant due to its mercury content,
but he became horror-struck at the fact when
he realized he was mandated to give preg-
nant mothers a flu vaccine containing mer-
cury! That made no scientific sense to him.
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He shares that in medical school there was
no education around vaccines; no discussion
of the 1986 vaccine law, which exonerates
vaccine makers from vaccine damage liabil-
ities; he was taught to memorize the vaccine
schedules; there was no discussion of the
HRSA vaccine claimants’ damage payouts,
which now are close to $4 Billion for vac-
cine damages to vaccines!

Furthermore, he’s quick to point out the con-
flicts of interest regarding physicians and
vaccines. See my August 2017 article “The
Unknown Reasons Doctors Push Vaccines.”
However, the most humbling of personality
traits Dr. Neides possesses is his genuine re-
morse for not knowing about vaccines and
the harms he inadvertently may have caused
patients. He apologizes profusely in the vid-
eo below, which is very humbling to see and
hear—a medical doctor remorseful for not
knowing what he should have known to be
able to prevent health harms to patients.

Dr. Neides says, “We are a very sick pop-
ulation.” We are spending $3.5 Trillion or
18 percent of GDP on healthcare! By 2040,
we will be spending 33 percent of GDP on
healthcare! (Courtesy http://yournewswire.
com/)

—J _,J.
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