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Hurricane Nate targets
U.S. Gulf Coast

A damaged boat is pictured on the shore of San Juan del Sur Bay

Hurricane Nate has shut

outside its levee system as the storm
approached. The winds could cause

significant power outages in the city,
and bring storm surges of 6 to 9 feet

(Reuters) - ! i months, Currently a Category 1 hurri-

in 92 percent of oil output is forecast cane, Nate was 105 miles (170
Hurricane Nate 21d 77 percent of natural to make km) south of the mouth of the
strengthened on @S productionin the U.S. landfall Mississippi River on Saturday
Saturday as it Gulf of Mexico on Saturday,  gyernight afternoon and moving at a rapid
churned through 2ccording to the latest U.S. pepyeen 25 mph, the NHC said. Maxi-
the Gulf of government estimate. Slidell, Lou- mum sustained winds hovered
Mexico, threat- ) . isiana, and just below 90 miles (150 km)
ening to power | 1€ storm,which is expect- Ajapama’s per hour, with gusts of up to 110
into the U.S. ed to make landfall on the Mobile Bay, miles per hour.
central Gulf central U.S. Gulf Coast late U.S. Nation- The NHC issued a hurricane
Coast to the east O Saturday, has halted off- 51 Hyrricane warning from Grand Isle, Lou-
of New Orleans Slore production amount- Center isiana, to the Alabama-Florida
asa Category 2 |19 to 1.6l million barrels spokesman border. A state of emergency
storm after kill- Pl day of oil and 2.48 Dennis Felt- was declared for more than two
ing at least 30 billion cubic feet per day of  gan gaijd. dozen Florida counties and for
people in Cen- natural gas, the Bureau of Nate’s outer the states of Alabama, Louisiana
tral America. bands will and Mississippi.

The center of the hurricane, the
fourth major storm to hit the

likely reach the U.S. Gulf Coast
with tropical storm-force winds

New Orleans, 30 miles (48 km)
southwest of Slidell, evacuat-

(1.8 to 2.7 m) high, Mayor Mitch
Landrieu said.
“We have been through this many,

many times. There is no need to pan-
c,” Landrieu told a news conference,
alluding in part to Hurricane Katrina,

which triggered severe flooding in

New Orleans and killed hundreds of

people in August 2005.
But residents of the city known as

the “Big Easy” were taking Nate in

stride. At a Lowe’s hardware store
in the St. Roch area of New Orle-

ans, there were short lineups around

midday and plentiful supplies of
propane, generators and plywood.

United States in less than two

on Saturday evening, it said.

ed some residents from areas

(Reuters) - had told him during the phone times this year in thei_r drive
Trum p call on Friday that he wanted to  to repeal former President
U .s. President Donald Trump  try again to repeal and replace Barack Obama’s signature
reaches said on Saturday that he had the law formally known as the domestic accomplishment, a
out to called the top Senate Democrat Affordable Care Act. promise they had campaigned
Demo- to probe interest in working “I told the president that’s off on for seven years. Trum_p has
crats on a “great” healthcare bill the table,” Schumer said in a been frustratfad by the fe_ulure,
to replace Obamacare, after statement. “If he wants to work  openly taunting Republicans
to do his fellow Republicans’ failed together to improve the existing as “total quitters” and “fools”
'great’ attempts to roll back the law. health care system, we Dem- this summer over their inabil-
health- Senate Democratic Leader ocrats are open to his sugges- ity in the Senate to replace
care bill Chuck Schumer said Trump tions.” Obamacare.

Republicans fell short several

“I called Chuck Schumer

yesterday to see if the Dems
want to do a great HealthCare
Bill,” Trump wrote on Twitter
on Saturday. “ObamacCare is
badly broken, big premiums.
Who knows!”

Axios first reported Trump’s
call to Schumer on Friday.
Schumer pointed to bipartisan
efforts by Republican Senator
Lamar Alexander and Dem-
ocratic Senator Patty Murray
to repair Obamacare as “a
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Local News

Midtown building getting
ready for its close-upCounty

By Katherine Feser

Houston-based Boxer Property plans to
give the recently purchased St. Joseph
Professional Building a new look worthy of
posting on Instagram and other social media
as it energizes the building with new tenants
and co-working spaces.

The 18-story building, at 2000 Crawford

on the edge of Midtown near downtown, is
recognizable from the Pierce Elevated for its
large white crosses. It was purchased from

a partnership led by Houston-based Mission
Cos.

“We have two giant canvases that everybody
sees,” said Andrew Segal, chief executive
officer of Boxer Property. “It’s like a photo
bomb in the entire downtown skyline.”
Boxer Property has commissioned artists to
come up with ideas for the exterior of the
building. The crosses will come down, Segal
said, but what goes up is anyone’s guess.
The goal is to create something that people
will want to photograph and share.

“I want something that’s going to be iconic
to Houston,” Segal said. “It may be some-
thing that changes at night. It could involve
a projector.”

The 135,586-square-foot building, which is
55 percent occupied, will get the company’s
signature Boxer Workstyle treatment with
collaborative work areas, shared lounges
and conference facilities. The building,
which connects with St. Joseph Medical
Center across the Pierce Elevated by tunnel.
will also get updates to the retail spaces on
the ground floor. Current tenants include
medical professionals and other types of
companies.

The location, near two future apartment
development sites, factored into the decision
to buy.

Office Space For Rent

Locate in China town area, our ready-to-
work Executive Office Suites give you the
privacy to focus, get work done, and meet
with your clients in a professional space.
You get much more than just a private
workspace - all office includes conference
room time, high speed internet, phone
line, and reception! Whether you select
a furnished office or bring your own
furniture, we have the perfect office space
for you.

Price from 500.00 to 2400.00 per
month, please call our International
Trade Center office at: 832-448-0190
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Severe weather battered the U.S. economy
in September, leading to the first job loss-
es since 2010, the government reported on
Friday.

The labor market lost 33,000 jobs last
month, though the unemployment rate fell
to 4.2 percent, the lowest in 16 years.
Major hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria
last month devastated parts of Texas and
Florida and all of Puerto Rico, weighing
heavily on jobs.

“Although the headline number for Sep-
tember is a loss of jobs, the first in seven
years, the labor market remains in good
shape,” PNC chief economist Gus Fauch-
er said in a statement.

“The job losses were due to disruptions
from Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria,
not underlying weakness in the economy,”
Faucher added.

Economists had expected a rough report
because of the hurricanes, but the results
were even weaker than predicted, though
they could always be revised upwards in a
future report.

“Job growth should resume in October as
the impact of the storms fades, and in fact
will get a boost through the rest of this
year and into 2018 because of rebuilding
efforts, supported by federal aid and insur-
ance payments,” Faucher said.

The economy grew at a faster-than-ex-
pected clip of 3.1 percent in the April—
June quarter, according to recent data
from the Commerce Department.

Top Republican and Democratic House
leaders acknowledged the devastating ef-
fects of the hurricanes and used Friday’s
report to spar over GOP plans for tax re-
form.

Major hurricanes Harvey, Irma and
Maria last month devastated parts
of Texas and Florida and all of
Puerto Rico, weighing heavily on
jobs.

House Ways and Means Committee
Chairman Kevin Brady (R-Texas) said
“it’s clear from this jobs report that Hurri-
canes Harvey and Irma not only devastat-
ed communities in Texas and Florida, they

The U.S. Economy Report

Economy Posts First Job
Losses In Seven Years
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devastated their local economies as well.”
“By passing a budget that paves the way
for tax reform, the House took a major
step yesterday toward creating more jobs,
fairer taxes, and bigger paychecks,” Brady
said.

“In the weeks ahead, the Ways and Means
Committee will move forward with pro-
growth, pro-middle-class tax reform leg-
islation that Congress will ultimately send
to the President’s desk this year, for the
first time in 31 years.”

House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi
(Calif.) said “the devastation of the hur-
ricanes has laid bare the corrosive effect
of the Republican Congress’ total refusal
to act on jobs and wages for working fam-
ilies.”

“Republicans  should abandon their
job-killing giveaways for the richest and
focus on raising wages and creating jobs
for hard-working Americans,” she said.

“Instead, the GOP is pushing a budget that
would devastate America’s investments
in good-paying jobs, growing wages and
dignified retirements — all to fast-track
deficit-exploding, multi-trillion dollar tax
breaks for the wealthiest 1 percent.”

The September jobs report was a strange
brew of bad and good data.

Job growth in August and July was revised

down, to 38,000 less than previously re-
ported.

But, as opposed to payroll data, a survey
of U.S. households showed that employ-
ment grew by a massive 906,000 in Sep-
tember, helping push down the jobless rate
to the lowest level since February 2001.
The household survey is an estimate of
employed Americans, not of total jobs,

January 2017 U.S. labor market at a glance
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and covers those who wouldn’t show
up on a payroll, such as the self-em-
ployed.

“T know the household survey is noisy,
but even if you only put a little weight
on a huge number, the big number is
still good news,” Justin Wolfers, an
economist at the University of Michi-
gan, said on Twitter. Wolfers said there
has probably never been a divergence
this large between the 33,000 payroll
number and the 906,000 figure.

The economy has added an average of

172,000 jobs a month over the past year,
but with the September figures, that has
dropped to a 91,000 average over the past
three months.

Restaurants and bars were hit hardest by
September’s storms, with a sharp 105,000-
job drop in the sector.

Mark Hamrick, Bankrate.com senior eco-
nomic analyst, said “The Wizard of Oz”
comes to mind when examining the latest
report, specifically the “pay no attention to
the man behind the curtain” line.
“Because of the impacts from hurricanes
and flooding, the decline reported in Sep-
tember payrolls doesn’t carry weight this
time around,” Hamrick said.

Mark Hamrick, Bankrate.com
senior economic analyst, said “The
Wizard of Oz” comes to mind when
examining the latest employment
report. Above, the cast of “The
Wizard of Oz” motion picture.

“Case in point, the loss of more than 100K
jobs in food and drinking establishments
is surely only temporary,” he added.
Average hourly earnings showed signs
of life, rising 2.9 percent over the past 12
months, up from the recent trend of about
2.5 percent growth.

After the 2008 financial crisis wiped out
jobs for several years, the labor market
finally started to turn around in October
2010.

Jason Furmar, the former head of the
Council of Economic Advisers in the
Obama administration, said on Twitter
that it is “sad the 90-month streak of pri-
vate sector jobs is over.”

But he said the wage growth “might be
real.”

The expectation is that as the labor mar-
ket continues to tighten, employers will
pay workers more to stay on as it becomes
harder to find new employees.

In other figures, construction firms added
8,000 jobs, while mining added 2,000.
Manufacturing employment shed 1,000
jobs. (Courtesy thehill.com)
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People wait to get money at Bab Al-Mandab Exchange transfer money bureau in Khartoum, Sudan October 7,2017. REUTERS/Mohamed Nureldin Ab-
dallah

A sign is pictured at a makeshift memorial set up for the victims of the A Blackhawk helicopter flies above a parked A-29 Super Tucano aircraft,
Route 91 Harvest music festival mass shooting in Las Vegas during a handover ceremony of Blackhawk helicopters from U.S. to the
Afghan forces, at the Kandahar Air base
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um, after a car mounted the pavement, in London by the Syrian Democratic forces at their positions inside a building at the front-
line in Ragga

Birds are seen on a beach after Tropical A crashed minibus sits at the side of a road in Anta-
Storm Nate in Cancun lya, Turkey October 7, 2017. Dogan News Agency,
DHA via REUTERS ATTENTION EDITORS

A Rohingya refugee carries an elderly man on their
way to a refugee camp, in Teknaf
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Opera Hong Kong’s New Production Of “Aida’ In October Will Feature

A Chinese Soprano Playing An African Princess Singing In Italian

Chinese Soprano He Hui Highlights The
Art’s Focus On Ability, Not Nationality

Soprano He Hui, right, performs in Opera Hong Kong’s “Tosca” in
October 2015 with tenor Warren Mok. (Courtesy of Opera Hong Kong)

At a time when cultural appropriation,
whitewashing and other actual or per-
ceived artistic infractions are topics of
often heated discussion, opera has largely
been given a pass. “Madama Butterfly”
endures the occasional charge of being
Orientalist, yet remains a favorite in Asia
as well as with Asian sopranos. Western
opera, or rather its audiences, have long
been largely blind to color and ethnicity,
something all the more remarkable since
opera singers are not musicians but also
actors, playing parts in a drama with set-
tings usually explicitly defined in time and
place.

Yet few expect “Madama Butterfly” al-
ways to be sung by an Asian; the Afri-
can-American soprano Leontyne Price
was globally renowned for her portrayals
of Cio-Cio-San. Nor is “Aida” usually
or even often sung by a soprano of Afri-
can descent. Perhaps it has something to
do with opera itself, the combination of
voice, music and lyrics communicating at
a level that transcends superficial appear-
ance.

Chinese soprano He Hui -- who is open-
ing the Hong Kong production of “Aida”
before flying to New York City for a run
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of “Madama Butterfly” at the Metropoli-
tan -- is nevertheless still notable. Chinese
singers are still relatively rare, but this can
no longer be explained merely as a func-
tion of opera being a “foreign” art form.
China is -- in spite of having several
venerable operatic traditions of its own
-- proving increasingly fertile ground for
Western opera, both in terms of new opera
houses and performances, as well as in the
numbers of talented singers. New operas
-- notably a neo-Pucciniesque rendition of
the 18th-century Chinese classic “Dream
of the Red Chamber” -- are being commis-
sioned. China has the size and apparent
ambition to play an outsize role in opera,
as it does in so many things.

But opera singers mature slowly, requir-
ing considerably more time to reach their
peak than it takes to build skyscrapers or
bring tech ventures to fruition. There has
not been time yet for China to realize this
particular potential.

BREAKING NEW GROUND He Hui
has been in many ways a trailblazer, which
can be put down to a combination of good
fortune (she calls it “miraculous”), talent
and effort. After a second-place finish in
Placido Domingo’s Operalia competition
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in 2000, she was brought to Italy by an
agent, picking up and leaving home, fam-
ily and China behind. I can vouch for the
result: 1 heard her Hong Kong debut as
Butterfly and several times since. There
is something otherworldly about some-
one Chinese singing Italian opera as if she
were Italian.

He Hui now sings around the world at
such houses as the Metropolitan, Milan’s

La Scala and Vienna’s Staatsoper -- a lev-
el few Chinese singers have yet reached
and perhaps none with such consistency.
She is a regular at the annual festival in the
Arena in her adopted hometown of Vero-
na, Italy. The world of opera has adopted
her back: Far from considering He Hui
as Chinese competition, her accomplish-

ments are welcomed.

This is a human story of cross-cultural
artistic dedication and success -- but it is
also much more than that. China can of-
ten seem at loggerheads with the West; the
differences can at times seem inherent and
insurmountable. It can sometimes even
seem difficult to find common topics of
conversation, to say nothing of approba-
tion.

The opera house might not be the first
place one might think to look for East-
West harmony, but there it is, embodied in
this Chinese singer who has become one
with her Western art and who has been
accepted and celebrated not as a Chinese
singer, but as a singer.

(Courtesy https://asia.nikkei.com/)

With The Wortham Mothballed Through Mid-2018,

HGO Is Moving Forward With Innovative “Plan B”

Houston Grand Opera Announces George R.
Brown As Temporary Post-Harvey Venue

AFTER LAST WEEK’S NEWS that the
Wortham Theater Center—home to the
Houston Ballet and Houston Grand Op-
era—would be closed until at least mid-
2018, the city’s largest opera company was
homeless. The ballet debuted its season
opener, Mayerling, to great fanfare this
weekend at the Hobby Center, but HGO
had been mum about the venue for its own
opener, La Traviata. Today, the company
finally revealed its plan: a makeshift ven-
ue constructed in Exhibit Hall A3 of the
George R. Brown Convention Center.

In a statement, they described the ex-
perience with the (intentional?) pun of

“unconventional opera,” featuring about
1,700 seats in a combination of floor and
stadium seating that will be arranged so
that no audience member will be more
than 100 feet from the stage, creating an
intimate scale. The watchword seems to
be “flexibility,” with the company able to
adjust the venue to specific needs of the
production, which will include La Travi-
ata, Handel’s Julius Caesar, and the world
premiere of Ricky lan Gordon and Royce
Vavrek’s The House Without a Christmas
Tree.

“Opera companies around the world are
performing in new and unusual venues,”

said HGO Artistic and Music Director
Patrick Summers in a statement. “While
we are disappointed that we temporarily
cannot perform in our creative home at the
Wortham Theater Center, our artists and
creative teams are excited to take advan-
tage of the extraordinary possibilities at
the George R. Brown. We are fortunate to
have the freedom in this new venue to cus-
tomize the space to fit our unique needs
and to maintain the artistic integrity of the
productions.”

Some Houstonians might be clutching
their pearls at the location change, but
HGO softens that blow with a $30 Lyft
credit per ticket to get audience members
to and from the new location. Previous
ticket holders will receive an email with
newly assigned seats in early October,
well ahead of La Traviata’s Oct. 20 debut.
(Courtesy  https://www.houstoniamag.
com)
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Rig count falls as oil prices stagnate

The U.S. rig count fell by four this week as oil
prices continued to stagnate.

Houston oilfield services company Baker
Hughes reported Friday that oil rigs dropped
two to 748, gas two to 187. The total has
slipped to 936, 22 off its recent peak of 958,
at the end of July.

Still, the count has risen 412 over this time
last year, with oil rigs up 320, gas 93.

The U.S. offshore count is unchanged from
last week at 22, down one year over year.
RELATED: Drillers choke off dollars to
Permian Basin operations

Texas lost three rigs, Wyoming and Penn-
sylvania two, Louisiana one, Baker Hughes
said. Colorado added a rig. Oklahoma added
three.

U.S. oil prices have hovered at $50 a barrel
for days. They settled on Thursday up 81
cents or less than 2 percent to $50.79.

St

Rockets' James Harden fires back at

former coach: 'He's a clown'

Rockets guard James Harden, describing
himself as “upset” at former Rockets coach
Kevin McHale’s comment that Harden is not
a leader, hit back on Saturday and hit hard.
“He’s a clown. Honestly;” Harden said. “T did
anything and everything he asked me to do.
I tried to lead this team since I stepped foot
here in Houston. To go out there and down-
play my name, honestly, he’s never taught me
anything to be a leader. But I've done a great
job. The organization, my coaches. You can
ask any of those guys how I worked extreme-
ly hard every single day to better, obviously,
be a basketball player, but to be a leader as
well, defensively as well”

McHale was fired 11 games into the 2015-
16 seasons, the start of his fifth as Rockets
coach. McHale said in an NBA-TV discus-
sion released on Friday that it is not Harden’s
“personality” to be a leader.

Deadline approaches for Red Cross
financial assistance count after Harvey

by Emily L. Mahoney

After Harvey, Tarhonda Bickley
had to tear out the sheetrock, car-
pet and baseboards in her flooded
Stafford home.

Now she needs help. And she's
hoping to get it from the Red
Cross.

Bickley applied two weeks ago

for the Red Cross's Immediate
Assistance Program, which pro-
vides $400 to households "severely
impacted" by Harvey.

The charity is facing criticism for
the shaky rollout of the program
and its application website, which
crashed a day after it launched
and stayed down for 10 days after
a massive influx of people tried to
sign up at once.

"I give to the Red Cross. I donate

when everything is going on,
whenever they have food drives,
I go give food, I volunteer, go
give blood, clothes, the whole
nine yards," said Bickley, whose
application is still pending. "It
shouldn't be a problem in a disas-
ter area for you to offer ($400) as
a common courtesy."

The Red Cross said it has since
increased its bandwidth and is
working through close to a hun-
dred thousand pending applica-
tions. The site has been back up
since Sept. 21 and storm victims
can apply until the deadline on
Oct. 10.

"It hurts us that the system went
down because it negated our abil-
ity to help the community," said
Barbara Behling, a spokeswoman

for the Red Cross. "We should
have done a better job communi-
cating during that time as to what
was going to happen.”

To receive a check, the Red Cross
requires that each household
meet three conditions: they

must live in one of the 39 Texas
counties affected by Harvey, have
been displaced by the storm, and
display a need for emergency
financial assistance to replace
items like food or clothes.

So far, the Red Cross said it has
authorized payment of more
than $150 million to more than
380,000 households.

While the charity has offered
checks to disaster victims before,
this was a new approach for the
Red Cross. In prior disasters,

workers were required to

go door to door to assess
damage before people got
financial assistance. The
new process is done entirely
online and is designed to
distribute money more
quickly to people who need
it most.

“We wanted to give the most
immediate possible assis-
tance that we could to the
most people that qualify;”
said Erica Mani, the Hurri-
cane Harvey Immediate As-
sistance Lead. “There were
so many people affected and
we knew that the number of
people needing this assis-
tance was going to be large”
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