A North Korea’s Ambassador to the
United Nations Ja Song Nam attends
a ministerial meeting at the 72nd
United Nations General Assembly at
U.N. headquarters in New York City
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Russia’s Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov delivers remarks
at a news conference at the 72nd
United Nations General Assem-
bly at U.N. headquarters in New
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T-Mobile, Sprint deal close
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REUTERS

T-Mobile US Inc (TMUS.O) is close to
agreeing tentative terms on a deal to merge
with Sprint Corp (S.N), people familiar with
the matter said on Friday, a major break-
through in efforts to merge the third and
fourth largest U.S. wireless carriers.

The transaction would significantly consol-
idate the U.S.
telecommunica-
tions market and
represent the first
transformative
U.S. merger
with significant
antitrust risk to
be agreed since
the inauguration
of U.S. President
Donald Trump in

January.

The progress toward a deal also indicates
that T-Mobile and Sprint believe that the U.S.
antitrust enforcement environment has become
more favorable since the companies abandoned
their previous effort to combine in 2014 amid
regulatory concerns.

The latest development in the talks between
T-Mobile and Sprint comes as the telecom-
munications sector seeks ways to tackle
investments in 5G technology that will greatly
enhance wireless data transfer speeds.

Japan’s SoftBank Group Corp (9984.T), which
controls Sprint, and other Sprint shareholders
will own 40 to 50 percent of the combined
company, while T-Mobile majority owner
Deutsche T

elekom (DTEGn.DE) and the rest of T-Mo-
bile shareholders will own the majority, the

sources said.

SoftBank founder Masayoshi Son met with
Trump late last year and said in February that the
Japanese firm should benefit from Trump’s prom-
ised deregulation.

A merger would create a business with more than
130 million scribers, just behind Verizon Com-
munications Inc (VZ.N) and AT&T Inc (T.N).
Revenues would top $70 billion and analysts say
there would be massive scope to cut costs.
SoftBank’s Son abandoned an earlier attempt
to acquire T-Mobile for Sprint in 2014. Under
that deal, SoftBank would have been in control
of the merged company, with Deutsche Telekom
becoming a minority shareholder.
Since then, T-Mobile has outperformed Sprint
under Chief Executive John Legere, who would
lead the combined company.
The sources said.

Without
u.S., 11
nations in

(Reuters) - The 11 nations remain-
ing in the Trans-Pacific Partnership
after the United States withdrew

have inched closer to a comprehen-

withdrew from

sive deal, offering hope that major

TPP inch

countries can maintain free trade
in the face of U.S. protectionism, a

to prioritize

economies, was thrown into limbo in
January when
U.S. President
Donald Trump

the agreement

Japanese capital, Tokyo, to discuss what
parts of the original deal they wished to
shelve, in a bid to salvage an ambitious
vision for a free-trade bloc that original-
ly included the United States.

The 11 TPP members agreed to meet
again in Japan next month and aim to

C I oser tO negotiator said on Friday. p rotecting U.S. reach a broad agreement in November
The original 12-member TPP, jobs. at an Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-
a d eal which aimed to cut trade barriers Net{;otlators tion meeting set to be held in Vietnam’s
in some of Asia’s fastest-growing met or two central city of Danang.
days in the
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World News

Kim’s Rejoinder to Trump’s
Rocket Man

SEOUL, South Korea — Responding
directly for the first time to President
Trump’s threat at the United Nations
to destroy nuclear-armed North Korea,
its leader called Mr. Trump a “mentally
deranged U.S. dotard” on Friday and
vowed the “highest level of hard-line
countermeasure in history.”

The rejoinder by the leader, Kim
Jong-un, who is about half as old as Mr.
Trump, 71, added to the lexicon of Mr.
Kim’s choice of insults in the escalating
bombast between the two.

“A frightened dog barks louder,” Mr.
Kim said in a statement, referring to Mr.
Trump’s speech at the United Nations
General Assembly on Tuesday in which
he vowed to annihilate North Korea if
the United States were forced to defend
itself or its allies against it.

“He is surely a rogue and a gangster
fond of playing with fire, rather than a
politician,” Mr. Kim said.

Trump’s Travel Ban to Be

Replaced by Restrictions Tai-

lored to Certain Countries
President Trump’s ban on travelers from
six majority-Muslim countries is set to
be replaced as soon as this weekend with
more targeted restrictions on visits to the
United States that would vary by country,
officials familiar with the plans said on
Friday.
The new restrictions, aimed at preventing
security threats from entering the United
States, could go into effect on Sunday
after the conclusion of a 90-day policy
review undertaken as part of the admin-
istration’s original travel ban. Though the
restrictions would differ for each country,
people living in the targeted nations could
be prevented from traveling to the United
States or could face increased scrutiny as
they seek to obtain a visa.
In the end, officials said that some of
those countries added measures to im-
prove security for passports and to better
identify potential terrorist threats. Those

countries will not be included in the new
restrictions, said the officials,
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20940 Katy freeway,surte C.Katy Tx 77449

Mon-Fri (For adults) $12.95
11am-3:30pm (For Kids 3-105%) $7.99
Sat-Sun (For adults) $25.95
11am-4:00pm (For Kids 7-10#%)$12.99
(For Kids 3-63%) $8.99

Holiday Price May Very!

(For adults) $25.95
(For Kids 7-105%) $12.99
(For Kids 3-653%) $8.99
#Birthday (6+)

Birthday People 50% off
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The St Columbanus Church food
pantry in Chicago feeds 500 house-
holds a week.

WASHINGTON - Squeezed by rising liv-
ing costs, a record number of Americans
— nearly 1 in 2 — have fallen into pov-
erty or are scraping by on earnings that
classify them as low income.

The latest census data depict a middle
class that’s shrinking as unemployment
stays high and the government’s safety net
frays. The new numbers follow years of
stagnating wages for the middle class that
have hurt millions of workers and fami-
lies.

“Safety net programs such as food stamps
and tax credits kept poverty from rising
even higher in 2010, but for many low-in-
come families with work-related and
medical expenses, they are considered too
‘rich’ to qualify,” said Sheldon Danziger, a
University of Michigan public policy pro-
fessor who specializes in poverty.

“The reality is that prospects for the poor
and the near poor are dismal,” he said. “If
Congress and the states make further cuts,
we can expect the number of poor and
low-income families to rise for the next
several years.”

Congressional Republicans and Dem-
ocrats are sparring over legislation that
would renew a Social Security payroll tax
cut, part of a year-end political showdown
over economic priorities that could also
trim unemployment benefits, freeze fed-
eral pay and reduce entitlement spending.
Robert Rector, a senior research fellow
at the conservative Heritage Foundation,
questioned whether some people classi-
fied as poor or low-income actually suffer
material hardship. He said that while safe-
ty-net programs have helped many Amer-
icans, they have gone too far, citing poor
people who live in decent-size homes,
drive cars and own wide-screen TVs.
“There’s no doubt the recession has thrown
a lot of people out of work and incomes
have fallen,” Rector said. “As we come
out of recession, it will be important that

§x 281, —498—431 0:-
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Census Data Reveals: Half of
U.S. Poor or Low Income

these programs promote self-sufficiency
rather than dependence and encourage
people to look for work.”CBS News cor-
respondent Byron Pitts told the story in
November of the Struble family. They are
college educated, career-holding members
of America’s vast middle class. They had a
combined annual income of $85,000. But
in November of 2009, Todd lost his job,
and hasn’t had a steady paycheck since.
They now have only an estimated $25 in
their savings account, perhaps another
$100 in their checking. Click on the play-
er at left to see the full story of America’s
middle class in decline.

U.S. Mayors Report 25% Need
Emergency Food Help

Mayors in 29 cities say more than 1 in
4 people needing emergency food as-
sistance did not receive it. Many mid-
dle-class Americans are dropping below
the low-income threshold — roughly
$45,000 for a family of four — because
of pay cuts, a forced reduction of work
hours or a spouse losing a job. Housing
and child-care costs are consuming up to
half of a family’s income.

States in the South and West had the high-
est shares of low-income families, in-
cluding Arizona, New Mexico and South
Carolina, which have scaled back or elim-
inated aid programs for the needy. By raw
numbers, such families were most numer-
ous in California and Texas, each with
more than 1 million.

The struggling Americans include Ze-
nobia Bechtol, 18, in Austin, Texas, who

{HiK~ 281-498-2728

earns minimum wage as a part-time pizza
delivery driver. Bechtol and her 7-month-
old baby were recently evicted from their
bedbug-infested apartment after her boy-
friend, an electrician, lost his job in the
sluggish economy.

After an 18-month job search, Bechtol’s
boyfriend now works as a waiter and the
family of three is temporarily living with
her mother.

“We’re paying my mom $200 a month for
rent, and after diapers and formula and gas
for work, we barely have enough money
to spend,” said Bechtol, a high school
graduate who wants to go to college. “If it
weren'’t for food stamps and other govern-
ment money for families who need help,
we wouldn’t have been able to survive.”
Millons Affected By Housing
Bubble Burst

Since the housing bubble burst, nearly 4
million American homes have been lost
to foreclosure. An estimated 1.6 million
children will be homeless at some time
during the year - 38 percent more than at
the start of the recession. As CBS News
correspondent Ben Tracy explains, unem-
ployment has driven some families to the
southern California desert, where a barren
old WWII training ground in the desert
has become a place for many to park their
troubled lives.

Unemployment has driven some
families to the southern California
desert.

About 97.3 million Americans fall into a
low-income category, commonly defined

as those earning between 100 and 199
percent of the poverty level, based on a
new supplemental measure by the Cen-
sus Bureau that is designed to provide a
fuller picture of poverty. Together with the
49.1 million who fall below the poverty
line and are counted as poor, they number
146.4 million, or 48 percent of the U.S.
population. That’s up by 4 million from
2009, the earliest numbers for the newly
developed poverty measure.

The new measure of poverty takes into
account medical, commuting and other
living costs. Doing that helped push the
number of people below 200 percent of
the poverty level up from 104 million, or 1
in 3 Americans, that was officially report-
ed in September.

Broken down by age, children were most
likely to be poor or low-income — about
57 percent — followed by seniors over 65.
By race and ethnicity, Hispanics topped
the list at 73 percent, followed by blacks,
Asians and non-Hispanic whites.

Many Working Families Are Hurting
Even by traditional measures, many work-
ing families are hurting.

Following the recession that began in late
2007, the share of working families who
are low income has risen for three straight
years to 31.2 percent, or 10.2 million. That
proportion is the highest in at least a de-
cade, up from 27 percent in 2002, accord-
ing to a new analysis by the Working Poor
Families Project and the Population Ref-
erence Bureau, a nonprofit research group
based in Washington.

Among low-income families, about one-
third were considered poor while the re-
mainder — 6.9 million — earned income
just above the poverty line. Many states
phase out eligibility for food stamps,
Medicaid, tax credit and other government
aid programs for low-income Americans
as they approach 200 percent of the pov-
erty level.

The majority of low-income families —

62 percent — spent more than one-third
of their earnings on housing, surpassing
a common guideline for what is consid-
ered affordable. By some census surveys,
child-care costs consume close to another
one-fifth.

Paychecks for low-income families are
shrinking. The inflation-adjusted aver-
age earnings for the bottom 20 percent
of families have fallen from $16,788 in
1979 to just under $15,000, and earnings
for the next 20 percent have remained flat
at $37,000. In contrast, higher-income
brackets had significant wage growth
since 1979, with earnings for the top 5
percent of families climbing 64 percent to
more than $313,000.

Poverty in the United States

2007 poverty xhreshold for a three member family is $17,070
— Poverty and
The Us Census declared that in 2007 the poverty percentages

2% of all white people
24.7% of all black people
21.5% of all Hispanic people
— Poverty and Age
The US Census declared that in 2007 the poverty percentages
by age were:
18% of all people under age 18
10.9% of all people 19-64
9.7% of all people ages 65 and older

A survey of 29 cities conducted by the
U.S. Conference of Mayors being released
Thursday points to a gloomy outlook for
those on the lower end of the income scale.
Many mayors cited the challenges of
meeting increased demands for food assis-
tance, expressing particular concern about
possible cuts to federal programs such
as food stamps and WIC, which assists
low-income pregnant women and moth-
ers. Unemployment led the list of causes
of hunger in cities, followed by poverty,
low wages and high housing costs.
Across the 29 cities, about 27 percent of
people needing emergency food aid did
not receive it. Kansas City, Mo., Nashville,
Tenn., Sacramento, Calif.,, and Trenton,
N.J., were among the cities that pointed to
increases in the cost of food and declining
food donations, while Mayor Michael Mc-
Ginn in Seattle cited an unexpected spike
in food requests from immigrants and ref-
ugees, particularly from Somalia, Burma
and Bhutan.

Among those requesting emergency food
assistance, 51 percent were in families, 26
percent were employed, 19 percent were
elderly and 11 percent were homeless.
“People who never thought they would
need food are in need of help,” said Mayor
Sly James of Kansas City, Mo., who co-
chairs a mayors’ task force on hunger and
homelessness.
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s

German Chancellor Angela Merkel, a top candidate of the Christian Democratic Union Party (CDU) for the upcoming general elections reacts at the final election rally in Mu-
nich, Germany September 22, 2017

Kurds celebrate to show their support for the upcoming Evelyn Carrillo and Deserie Rivera pose for a pho-
of the Tour Championship golf tournament at East September 25th independence referendum in Erbil to at Café Borinquen, the Puerto Rican restaurant
Lake Golf Club. where they work in Plantation, Florida

il PAINT

Members of the printers’ guild plunge an apprentice into
a washtub during the traditional “Gautschen” graduation
ceremony in Klagenfurt

Models dis-
play creations
from the Ver-
sace Spring/
Summer 2018
show at the
i R ' 3 Milan Fashion

Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov delivers remarks at a : =\ o Week in Milan

news conference at the 72nd United Nations General Assem- 2N BB = | T

bly at U.N. headquarters in New York City
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The United Nations Association Of The
United States of America (UNA-USA)
Is Dedicated To Educate, Inspire
And Mobilize American Citizens To
Support The United Nations

September 7, 1950 was a momen-
tus day in the history of the United
Nations and 4-H when 4-H Club
members Mary Ann Long, 19, of
Shelby, Virginia and Charlotte
Ingram, 15, of Ellendale, Delaware,
present a United Nations flag to
President Harry Truman as Mrs. El-
eanor Roosevelt (far left) looks on.

About The United Nations As-
sociation of the United States
of America (UNA-USA)

The United Nations Association of the United
States of America (UNA-USA) is a member-
ship organization dedicated to inform, inspire,
and mobilize the American people to support
the ideals and vital work of the United Nations.
For 70 years UNA-USA has worked to accom-
plish its mission through its national network of
Chapters, youth engagement, advocacy efforts,
education programs, and public events. UNA-
USA is a program of the United Nations Foun-
dation. UNA-USA and its sister organization
the Better World Campaign represent the single
largest network of advocates and supporters of
the United Nations in the world.

Mission Of UNA-USA

We are dedicated to educating, inspiring and
mobilizing Americans to support the principles
and vital work of the United Nations, strength-
ening the United Nations system, promoting
constructive United States leadership in that
system and achieving the goals of the United
Nations Charter.
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UNA-USA’s History

UNA-USA works closely with the United Na-
tions Foundation and its sister organization, the
Better World Campaign, to strengthen the U.S.-
UN relationship. These current partnerships
continue a long history of UNA-USA helping
bolster American support for the UN.

The American Association for the United Na-
tions, UNA-USA’s predecessor organization,
grew from the League of Nations Association
in 1943. A group of prominent citizens, includ-
ing the first executive director, Clark M. Eichel-
berger, activated the association to promote
acceptance of the Dumbarton Oaks proposals
in the late years of World War II. Among the
association’s early actions was a national tour
by a number of US representatives to spread the
word and gain support for American adherence
to the Dumbarton proposals, which led to the
creation of the UN.

teaching students about interna-
tional affairs through Model UN/
Global Classrooms programs,
clearing minefields in former-

ly worn-torn nations, building
schools and water wells in de-
prived areas, providing immuni-
zation for children, educating the
public about the United Nations,
developing cultural understanding,
and teaching conflict resolution.

When First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, a member
of the association’s board of directors, complet-
ed her term as a US representative to the UN
General Assembly in late 1951, she walked into
the association’s offices and asked for some-
thing to do. Her offer was gratefully accepted,
and in early 1953, she established an office at
the association’s headquarters.
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This was the quiet beginning of a major cam-
paign in which Mrs. Roosevelt carried the
message of the American Association for the
United Nations across the country through
personal appearances, recruitment speeches
and fund-raising efforts that continued until
her death in November 1962. She was elected
chairwoman of the board in 1961.

In 1964, the association merged with the US
Committee for the United Nations, a group of
138 national organizations supporting the work
of the UN, thereby creating the United Nations
Association of the United States of America.
Since then, several distinguished Americans
have served in positions of leadership at UNA-
USA. These include Arthur J. Goldberg, former
Justice of the US Supreme Court and US per-
manent representative to the United Nations;
James S. McDonnell, former chairman of the
McDonnell-Douglas Corporation; Elliot L.
Richardson, former US attorney general and
US representative to the Law of the Sea Con-
ference; William Scranton, former governor of
Pennsylvania and US permanent representative
to the United Nations; Cyrus Vance, former sec-
retary of state; and John C. Whitehead, former
deputy secretary of state.

In 2010, UNA-USA formed a strategic alli-
ance with the UN Foundation. Under the new
alliance UNA-USA continued as a robust mem-
bership program of the Foundation. Together,
UNA-USA and the UN Foundation are pooling
their talents to increase public education and
advocacy on the work of the UN.

The United Nations Association’s
offices are located in the Interna-
tional Trade Center — Houston.

Houston Chapter

The United Nations Association-Houston
Area Chapter, the local chapter of the national

501(c)3 non-profit organization United Nations
Association-United States of America (UNA-
USA), is a membership organization dedicated
to building understanding of and support for
the ideals and vital work of the United Nations
(UN) among the American people . The Hous-
ton Chapter is one of the oldest and largest of
the 160 chapters throughout the United States.

The UNA-Houston chapter’s educational and
humanitarian programs focus on supporting the
national initiatives, as well as teaching students
about international affairs through Model UN/
Global Classrooms programs, clearing mine-
fields in formerly worn-torn nations, building

schools and water wells in deprived areas, pro-
viding immunization for children, educating
the public about the United Nations, developing
cultural understanding, and teaching conflict
resolution. We encourage individuals to make
a global impact at the local level. In addition,
policy and advocacy programs stress the impor-
tance of nations working together and the need
for United States leadership in the United Na-
tions. The UNA-USA is a member of the World
Federation of UNA (WFUNA). The website for
the Houston chapter is http://www.unahouston.
org. (Courtesy United Nations Association,
http://unausa.org/)

United Nations Day 2017 Celebration

Global Goals, Local Leaders
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2017

The Junior League of Houston
1811 Briar Oaks Lane, Houston, Texas 77027

6:00 pm - Registration and Cocktail Reception
7:00-9:00 pm - Dinner Program
KEYNOTE SPEAKER *

MARY BETH GOODMAN

Mary Beth Goodman was former Special Assistant to the President & Senior Director for Devel-
opment and Democracy, National Security Council at the White House, responsible for drafting
and negotiating much of the content around the UN Sustainable Development Goals. Ms.
Goodman also played a major role in the U.S. engagement in the World Humanitarian Summit
in 2016, leading the U.S. government-wide preparations for the Summit and leading the U.S.
delegation for the first few days. She is currently a lead consultant with the World Bank.

Lifetime Achievement Award
Bill & Patricia Cunningham
Global Citizen Award

Ms. Oni K. Blair

Mr. Wea H. Lee
Dr. Bandula Wijay

Member Ticket: $75 | Non Member Ticket: $100
To purchase Tickets, Tables and Sponsorships, please click here.

For inquiries: UNDay@unahouston.org
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MAYOR’S UPDATES ON CITY’S
REM OVAL OF STORM DEBRIS

LANDFILLS WILL OPERATE AROUND THE CLOCK, FREEING UP MORE TIME FOR DEBRIS COLLECTION

HOUSTON Mayor Sylvester Turner Texas cities are picking up debris across
presents the following updates on the Houston and the number of trucks contin-

city’s removal of storm debris from ues to grow. The collection of more than

homes and other buildings in the city: 8 millign _CUbiC yards
At the mayor’s request, Gov. Greg RESIDENTS  of debris is expected

Abbott has arranged for the Texas ASKED TO to cost more than $250

Commission on Environmental Quality REPORT DE-  million dollars, with
90 percent of the cost

to allow Houston’s landfills to operate  BR1S REMOV-

24 hours a day to accept flood debris. 41 NpEpg covered by the Federal
The change will allow debris collec- Emergency Manage-
tion trucks to deposit debris at tem- THROUGH  ment Agency. .
porary sites during the day and then =~ THE 311 To assist with debris
transfer it to landfills at night. That ~ PHONE App ~ ¢ollection efforts, the
means the trucks will be able to spend QR PHONE City asks that citizens
more daytime hours collecting debris — ~ 4716 70 317 Z‘:)I;ﬁ:ctt?g:lnligg:?; .

in neighborhoods.
More than 300 trucks operated by the
city, contractors and crews from other

The City DOES NOT
use 311 call volume to
prioritize storm debris

have easy access to a smart phone or a comput-

er to report collection needs by telephone.
*HOUSTON 311 APP: IPhone and Android

users can download the app from iTunes or

theGoogle Play Store. Click on the Harvey

Debris icon.

*Houston 311 website: www.houstontx.gov/311

click on Report Harvey Debris

+City of Houston website: www.houstontx.gov

click on Report Harvey Debris for Pickup

When will the debris at my home be collect-
ed?

Collections are taking places throughout the
city, which is working to provide as much in-
formation as possible about scheduling for each
area. Information about the schedule for each
address or block is not available throughout the
city at this point. The city recognizes the need
to collect all debris as soon as possible follow-
ing the record-high amount of rainfall produced
by Hurricane Harvey.

Why wasn’t ALL my debris collected when
trucks came through my area?

Some residents may have more debris than

can be collected in one truckload. Additional
collection trips may be necessary. Once the
first pass is made, any remaining or additional
debris must be moved to the curb to be collect-
ed by the city in subsequent trips. Check Solid
Waste Management’s website www.houstontx.
gov/ solidwaste for debris collection updates.

removal. Residents should only make one
report per address; multiple reports to 311
WILL NOT be accepted and will not speed or
prioritize debris collection.

The reports will help better target collection
efforts and provide documentation for FEMA
to provide funds to the city.

How to Report to 311 — USE the 311 APP or
website for faster service

To avoid long wait times, residents are
STRONGLY ENCOURAGED to use the
Houston 311 mobile app (iTunes / Google
Play Store) or click on the Report Harvey De-
bris button on the City of Houston’s website
or the 311 website. 311’s call center is expe-
riencing higher than average call wait times —
up to 9 minutes at peak times. Using the app
and website will reduce call wait times and

Why can’t the city pick up debris in my yard
or driveway?

City collection vehicles can only reach debris if
it is within 10-15 feet from the curb.
Seehttp://www.houstontx.gov/ solidwaste/
CurbsideDebrisPDF. pdf for more instructions.

Where can I get more help?

Crisis Cleanup https://crisiscleanup. org/ 844-
965-1386

www.houstonrecovers.org

Double Star Academy

k www.double-star-academy.com
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