Harris County is now
collecting residential debris.
For more information call 713-274-3880
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Trump Threatens to
Totally Destroy North Korea

U.S. President Trump addresses the 72nd United Nations General Assembly at U.N. headquarters in New York

REUTERS

U.S. President Donald Trump escalated his
standoff with North Korea over its nuclear
challenge on Tuesday, threatening to “totally
destroy” the country of 26 million people
and mocking its leader, Kim Jong Un, as a
“rocket man.”

In a hard-edged speech to the United
Nations General Assembly, Trump offered
a grim portrait of a world in peril, adopted
a more confrontational approach to solving
global challenges from Iran to VVenezuela,
and gave an unabashed defense of U.S.
sovereignty.

"The United States has great strength and
patience, but if it is forced to defend itself
or its allies, we will have no choice but to
totally destroy North Korea," Trump told the
193-member world body, sticking closely to
a script. (here)

As loud, startled murmurs filled the hall,
Trump described Kim in an acid tone, say-
ing, “Rocket man is on a suicide mission for
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himself and his regime.”

His remarks rattled world leaders gathered
in the green-marbled U.N. General Assem-
bly hall, where minutes earlier U.N. Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres appealed for
statesmanship, saying: “We must not sleep-
walk our way into war.”

Trump’s most direct military threat to attack
North Korea, in his debut appearance at the
General Assembly, was his latest expres-
sion of concern about Pyongyang’s repeated
launching of ballistic missiles over Japan and
underground nuclear tests.

His advisers say he is concerned about
North Korea’s advances in missile technology
and the few means available for a peaceful
response without China’s help.

Inside the hall, one man in the audience
covered his face with his hands shortly after
Trump made his “totally destroy” comment.
Swedish Foreign Minister Margot Wallstrom
crossed her arms.

North Korea's Ambassador to the U.N. Ja
Song Nam leaves his seat

“It was the wrong speech, at the wrong time,
to the wrong audience,” Wallstrom later told the
BBC.

Trump did not back down, instead later tweeting
out the line in his speech vowing to destroy North
Korea if needed.

Local News

Recent rains set yearly
record for IAH measuring
site

By Keri Blakinger

With the rains came the worry. Just weeks
after Hurricane Harvey thrashed the
Houston area, a new round of rain Monday
snarled traffic, sparked concerns and set
off flash flood warnings.

By the time the downpour dissipated
around 9 p.m, the Houston area saw a new
rainfall record for the year - sort of.

The 0.42 inches that pelted George Bush
Intercontinental Airport topped the site’s
previous record, set in 2001 after Tropical
Storm Allison devastated the region.

But it’s still not the Bayou City’s all-time
high - though that’s not far off.

Houston nightclub shuts
down after 15 years

HOUSTON — TDRINK Houston, the
well-known nightclub and bar in the Marq
E Entertainment Center, is closing its
doors.

The business announced it was shutting
down on its Facebook page on 3 p.m.
Monday, citing Hurricane Harvey and
the city’s resulting curfew as the main
culprits.

“Since reopening after the hurricane,
our sales have decreased significantly and
we have not been able to catch up from
our losses,” the group said in a statement.
Officials are asking for patience during
their growing pains.
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President Trump announced
Foxconn is opening a new factory
in Wisconsin, a $10 billion invest-
ment for the company. The Trump
administration said the Apple
supplier will create thousands of
manufacturing jobs in the area.
Foxconn Chairman Terry Gou (cen-
ter) shakes hands with President
Donald Trump during the White
House event. (Photo/Reuters)

On Monday, Gov. Scott Walker approved
$3 billion in incentives for the Taiwanese
electronics manufacturer to build a new
plant in the state. The hefty gift, which
was first announced in July, was hotly de-
bated by state legislators before they gave
their approval last week.

“We are honored Foxconn chose Wiscon-
sin, and I’m grateful to [Foxconn CEOQ]
Terry Gou and the members of both par-
ties in the Legislature for all they have
done to make this historic event a reality,”
Walker, a Republican, said in a statement.
Foxconn has pledged to invest $10 billion
to build a factory that makes LCD screens.
The facility is expected to create between
3,000 and 13,000 new jobs and should be
up and running by 2020.

The deal has been touted by President

Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker, left,
speaks while at the podium with
House Speaker Paul Ryan (center)
and Terry Gou, chairman of Fox-
conn (right).

Wisconsin’s Foxconn Deal Is A “Go....”

Huge “Game Changer For Region

It’s Official: Gov. Scott Walker
Approves $3 Billion In Incentives
For New Foxconn Plant In Wisconsin

Donald Trump, who has referred to Gou
as “one of the great businessmen any-
where in the world.”

But in Wisconsin, the agreement’s price
tag has made it controversial.

The annual payout to Foxconn will be
between $200 million and $250 million,
according to the Wisconsin Economic De-
velopment Corporation.

That means the state will pay between
$15,000 and $19,000 dollars per job per
year, assuming 13,000 positions are actu-
ally created.

The incentives include up to $1.5 billion
in state income tax credits for job cre-
ation, up to $1.35 billion in state income
tax credits for capital investment and up
$150 million for the sales and use tax ex-
emption, according to the development
agency.

Radio Commentator Personal-

ity Rush Limbaugh Comments
On The Foxconn Deal

“Foxconn, have you seen the details of
that? | mean, it’s amazing what’s gonna
happen in southeastern Wisconsin. Fox-
conn manufactures the iPhone for the
most part. There are three different man-
ufacturers that assemble the iPhone. Fox-
conn, Hon Hai Precision company does
the majority. Pegatron and Wistron are the
other two that assemble the iPhone.

“You ever stop to think how many iPhones
Apple has to make a day to sell 80 mil-

lion in a quarter? They’ve run the numbers
down to the number of iPhones per sec-
ond that have to roll off the assembly line,
and it’s like 800,000 iPhones a second, if
they’re gonna make enough of them to sell
80 million in a quarter. It’s astounding, the
numbers are astounding.

“They’re gonna make LCD displays at
Foxconn in Wisconsin, not iPhones. The
LCD displays will be for computers,
TV sets, dashboard in your car displays.
That’s what they’re gonna make. *

The typical deal would be closer to $2,400
per job per year, according to Timothy
Bartik, an economist at the W.E. Upjohn
Institute for Employment Research.

“[Foxconn is] looking to automate.

They’re looking to make money. Let’s not
get lost in the excitement of it,” state Sen.
Chris Larson, a Democrat, told fellow
lawmakers last week.

iPhone-maker Foxconn to open
Wisconsin plant expected to create
as many as 13,000 jobs - Chicago
Tribune

Ultimately, the Republican-controlled leg-
islature gave its okay. The deal even gar-
nered support from some Democrats.
“Today Wisconsin is officially saying
yes to a $10 billion development proj-
ect, 13,000 careers and new opportunities
throughout Wisconsin,” Robin Vos, the
state Assembly’s top Republican, said in a
press release. “This law allows the state to
move forward on the largest economic de-
velopment project in state history.” (Cour-
tesyhttp://money.cnn.com/2017/09/18/)

Related

Comment By Guest Writer
Ramon Vredeling

Foxconn’s American Dream:
Wisconsin Shells Out $3 Billion
To Hon Hai Precision Industry

Hon Hai Precision Industry, better known
through its subsidiary Foxconn, is the
world’s largest contract
electronics  manufactur-
er and the third-largest
information  technology
company by revenue.
Since the iPhone was
introduced in 2007, Fox-
conn Technology has be-
come a virtual household
name as one of Apple’s
main suppliers.

After last year’s acqui-
sition of Sharp, Hon Hai
has now set its sights on
Toshiba’s lucrative mem-
ory-chip business, with
Apple and Amazon to in-
ject funds.

Hon Hai also plans to in-
vest up to $10 billion in the U.S. starting
with a large LCD plant in Wisconsin, with
Wisconsin Governor Walker offering $3
billion in commitments.

Michigan Governor Snyder on Thursday:
“You have to ask what price is Wisconsin
paying to get them to come there?”, add-
ing: “I don’t believe in buying companies
into our states.”

Workers at a Foxconn plant in
China assemble orders.

Terry Gou, founder and CEO of Tai-
wan’s largest company Hon Hai Precision
Industry (OTCPK:HNHAF) (OTCP-
K:HNHAY), better known as Apple
(NASDAQ:AAPL)  supplier Foxconn
Technology Group (OTC:FXCOF), is full
of ambition and ready to move up the val-
ue chain.

After last year’s decision to acquire Jap-
anese electronics manufacturer Sharp
(OTCPK:SHCAY), which makes display
panels for iPads and iPhones, Hon Hai has
now set its sights on Toshiba’s (OTCPK:-
TOSBF) lucrative memory-chip business.
According to Gou, both Apple and Ama-
zon (NASDAQ:AMZN) will be injecting
funds into the deal.

And this week POTUS took to Twitter
with the following news: “Thank you
Foxconn, for investing $10 BILLION
DOLLARS with the potential for up to
13K new jobs in Wisconsin! MadelnThe-
USA”, tweeted President Trump after the
company announced a new plant to make
display panels.

This single event perhaps highlights Hon
Hai’s impressive ability throughout its 43-
year history to plan ahead and adapt, and
thereby continue its stellar growth path
despite an ever-changing global business
environment. This key trait of Gou has
ultimately made Hon Hai Precision In-
dustry what it is today, the world’s largest
contract electronics manufacturer and the
third-largest information technology com-
pany by revenue. (Courtesy https://seekin-
galpha.com/article)
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People react after an earthquake hit in Mexico City, Mexico September 19, 2017.
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People are seen in'jure
ico City

Activists assemble in Grand Central Terminal while
taking part in the “Rise and Resist Against White
Supremacy” rally in Manhattan

fl‘

i
C Myanmar State Counselor Aung San Suu Kyi deliv-

ers a speech to the nation over Rakhine and Rohing-

Christian Democratic Union Party (CDU) for the upcoming general elections, in Schwerin, Germany, Septem- - oREE i
ya situation, in Naypyitaw, Myanmar

ber 19, 2017. The posters read, “Merkel must go away” and “Leave!” REUTERS/
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No One’s Buying Tickets To
The 2018 Winter Olympics

i

NBC's coverage of the 2018 Winter
Olympics will be live in all time
zones. (Photo/Getty Images)

Olympic tickets usually sell pretty quickly,
but when the country on your northern bor-
der makes regular threats about launching
nuclear weapons, that can have a chilling
effect on sales.

South Korea’s learning that lesson, as do-
mestic ticket sales for the PyeongChang
games, which start in roughly five months,
have been incredibly slow. Of the 750,000
seats organizers hope to sell to South Kore-
ans, just 52,000 have been sold so far.
International sales have been a bit better,
with half of the 320,000 allocated tickets
sold.

It’s a big difference from the 1988 Seoul
games, when demand was incredibly strong.
But times are a lot different — and the country
has less to prove, as it’s already a big player
in the technology industry.

Lee Hee-beom, president of PyeongChang’s
organizing committee, says he doesn’t ex-
pect North Korea to cause problems during
the games, since it is expected to have ath-
letes participating. But even though Pyeo-
ngChang is a ski town, neither North nor
South Korea are known for their winter sport
athletes, which could also be a factor in the
poor sales.

Organizers downplay the softness, saying
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PyeongChang tickets are selling at a faster
pace than the 2014 Sochi games were at this
point.

The 2018 Winter Olympics will kick off on
Feb. 9. (Courtesy http://fortune.com/2017/)

Related

In Latest test, North
Korea detonates its most
powerful nuclear device yet

North Korea sharply raised the stakes one
week ago last Sunday in its standoff with
the rest of the world, detonating a powerful
nuclear device that it claimed was a hydro-
gen bomb that could be attached to a mis-
sile capable of reaching the mainland United
States.

Even if Kim Jong Un’s regime is exagger-
ating its feats, scientific evidence showed
that North Korea had crossed an important
threshold and had detonated a nuclear device
that was vastly more powerful than its last —
and almost seven times the size of the bomb
that destroyed Hiroshima.

Tensions had already been running high,
with Kim repeatedly defying international
condemnation and increasingly blunt warn-
ings by President Trump, and continuing to
launch ballistic missiles.

This undated image distributed
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on Sunday, Sept. 3, 2017, by the
North Korean government, shows
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
at an undisclosed location. North
Korea’s state media on Sunday,
Sept 3, 2017, said leader Kim Jong
Un inspected the loading of a hy-
drogen bomb into a new intercon-
tinental ballistic missile, a claim to
technological mastery that some
outside experts will doubt but that
will raise already high worries on
the Korean Peninsula.

But Sunday’s blast — North Korea’s sixth
nuclear test but the first since Trump took
office — could escalate those tensions to a
new level.

Trump sharply condemned the test, saying
North Korea is “very hostile and dangerous
to the United States.”

In a pair of tweets issued Sunday morning,
Trump wrote: “North Korea has conducted a
major Nuclear Test. Their words and actions
continue to be very hostile and dangerous to
the United States ... North Korea is a rogue
nation which has become a great threat and
embarrassment to China, which is trying to
help but with little success.”

Trump also delivered an admonishment of
sorts to South Korea, saying that “appease-
ment with North Korea will not work” and
suggesting that more severe steps must be
taken to influence Kim’s regime.

China said Sunday that it “resolutely oppos-
es and strongly condemns” the launch, add-
ing to denunciations from South Korea and
Japan.

The nuclear device that North Korea tested
appeared to be so large that Vipin Narang, an
expert on nuclear proliferation and strategy
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
called it a “city buster.” (Courtesy https:/
www.washingtonpost.com/world/
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Thousands file
travel insurance
claims during this
year's busy hurricane
season

TRAVEL

INSURANCE

By Andrea Rumbaugh

The vacation is booked and one nagging
question remains. Should we get travel insur-
ance?

Thousands are relieved they opted for the ex-
tra expense during this year's active hurricane
season.

"Hurricane Irma has caused thousands of
our customers to cancel their trips to Florida,"
Daniel Durazo, director of communications
at Allianz Global Assistance USA, said in a
statement.

As of Friday, Allianz Travel Insurance
received almost 7,000 claims, and the insurer
reports that its customer service center has
fielded more than 1,200 calls from customers
seeking support following Hurricane Irma.

Allianz has also received more than 2,800
claims related to Hurricane Harvey and a
handful of claims for Hurricane Jose.

Durazo said those affected by Irma should
contact airlines and hotels before cancel-

ing a trip. Many are allowing customers to
reschedule without additional fees. State
Farm customers throughout Texas had filed
35,200 auto claims and 41,400 property claims
related to Harvey. The Texas Windstorm
Insurance Association, the insurer of last
resort for wind and hail coverage along the
coast, reported 59,368 claims as of Friday. The
Texas FAIR Plan Association, which provides
residential property insurance in underserved
areas, reported 13,874 claims

12 tips for renovating your kitchen

Getting your home back in order after storm and flood damage will have many Houston-area residents fac-
ing the prospect of putting in new kitchens.

By Diane Cowen

Those who hire contractors and interior
designers will get their professional ad-
vice, but those on more limited budgets
will make decisions on their own - some
driven by wants, others driven by needs.
Pinterest and Houzz websites are full of
great ideas and are great places to begin
your planning. Save photos of the kitch-
ens you love to either of these sites, then
assess the common threads. It will help
you determine your style.

Here's a list of current trends in kitchen
design, from Missy Stewart Designs:

1. Cabinets: Nothing dates your kitchen
faster than out-of-style cabinets. Modern
cabinets inherently come in a sleek,

flat style. If you opt for transitional or
contemporary styles, look at flat-panel or
Shaker-style cabinet doors.

While you can't go wrong with white
paint, you also should consider gray
paint or a dark espresso stain.

2. Counters: Our countertop vocabulary
used to include laminate, marble and
granite. Now, consider porcelain. It's
more durable than granite or marble,
and won't stain or nick. Big sheets of it
can wrap an island and can be placed

as perimeter counters, just as marble
would. Look for veiny gray-white styles
that mimic Cararra or Calacatta marble.
You can use this same porcelain for your
backsplash, in a smaller tile.

3. Island: The island does not have to
match your perimeter cabinets or count-
ers. If you have white cabinets, a splash
of color could work on the island. Right
now, Stewart loves navy. Homeowners
also should think about their favorite col-
ors - and what would blend with rooms
visible from the kitchen. If your budget
allows, consider installing a microwave
drawer or refrigerated drawer in your
island.

4. Flooring: Rule No. 1 - square is out
when it comes to tile flooring, Stewart
says. For a bigger kitchen, go with a 24

x 32 format. For a smaller kitchen, use
planklike tile that's 8 inches wide by

36 inches long. When you're shopping,
look for "rectified" tile - the edges are a
sharp 90 degrees - which allows it to be
set with a super-thin grout line. Let your
installer know that you want tight, almost
non-existent grout lines; most will use the
wider grooves by default.

5. Lighting: This could be one of your
most important decisions. You'll want

a combination of recessed lighting and
ceiling fixtures. Consider one large
hanging fixture or a group of pendants for
over an island - and pick something with
personality.

If your kitchen is stripped to the studs,
consider where you have/want electri-
cal outlets. Think about tucking them
underneath cabinets so they don't show
on the walls.

6. Plumbing: Stewart recommends Del-
ta's Touch20 Technology for faucets.

If your hands are full or messy, all you
have to do is tap the faucet with your
arm or wrist, and the water comes on.
(Motion-sensor options may not work
as well as you think; they'll come on
any time you're near whether you really
want the water or not.)

7. Hardware: For cabinet knobs and
pulls, satin brass is in. It looks great in
a modern kitchen, especially combined
with dark cabinets. Mixed metals are
another option, combining gold/brass
with silver/nickel.

8. Minimalism: If your post-storm
mantra is "less is more," apply that
minimalist philosophy to your kitchen.
Don't keep small appliances out on the
counter; they just add to visual clutter.
Another option is to use floating shelves
instead of upper cabinets. It will save
money and look like a contemporary
update. Just don't pile too much on
them. Nice glass, pretty dishes and serv-
ing pieces should create an attractive
display.

9. Appliances: Even if you can't afford
high-end appliances such as Gaggeneau,
Thermador or Wolf, you can take cues
from all they have to offer. If you have
room for a double oven, get one with an

oven warmer or steam option - you'll
wonder how you ever lived without
it.

When buying a refrigerator, get

one with plenty of pull-out draw-

ers for fresh produce. If you like

to entertain, consider using some
under-the-counter space for a wine/
beverage refrigerator.

10. Window treatments: Roller
shades with or without valances give
you privacy while allowing diffused
light in. Hang the valance so that it
covers the base of the roller shade,
but not so low that it eats up a lot

of window space. "Those arched
roman valances over windows are
long gone," Stewart says of '80s-style
window treatments. "Today they're
very linear."

11. Kitchen tech: Create a hidden
charging station in a kitchen drawer.
Have the electrical wiring installed
in the back of the drawer and tuck
away phones and iPads while they're
charging. This will help eliminate
clutter.

12. TV: Do you really want or need a
TV in your kitchen? Your kitchen is
likely the heart of your home, where
family and friends gather. Are they
really there to watch TV?
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