People hold a poster reading "Consti-
tutional state instead of Merkel" during
a protest at an election rally of German
Chancellor Angela Merkel, a top candi-
date of the Christian Democratic Union
Party (CDU) for the upcoming general

elections, in Dillingen, Germany
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Indonesia

A muslim student holds poster near
the Myanmar embassy during a
protest against the treatment of the
Rohingya Muslim minority by the
Myanmar government, in Jakarta,
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Harris County is now
collecting residential debris.
For more information call 713-274-3880

h

S&P 500 teases 2.500-mark

Traders work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) in New York,

(Reuters)

Wall Street touched intra-day record highs on
Friday, with the S&P 500 approaching the 2,500
mark as technology stocks bounced back after two
days of declines.

The S&P 500 information technology sector
.SPLRCT rose 0.21 percent, powered by an Nvid-
ia-led surge in chipmakers, while Apple rose 1.1
percent in its first gain since unveiling new iPhones
on Tuesday.

The semiconductor index .SOX surged 1.6 per-
cent, boosted by Nvidia’s (NVDA.O) 5.7-percent
jump to a record high after Evercore ISl raised its
price target on the stock.

The S&P 500 tech index has been the best perform-
ing sector this year, rising more than 25 percent,
far outpacing the broader S&P 500’s 11.5-percent
growth.

Wall Street largely shrugged off reports showing
an unexpected drop in U.S. retail sales last month
and the first drop in industrial output since January,
both in part due to the impact of Hurricane Harvey.
“Investors are keeping an eye on the retail sales

o REFEBERFHRFLAE & (713 )272 8100
SR BUES AN TSRS » KOEAIERXPEHSEET » RITRERE |
@ 7255 Corporate Dr, Houston, TX 77036

data, thinking it may be transitory, and are focus-
ing on growth areas such as technology, which
is mostly immune to policy decisions in DC and
has avoided all the global noise,” said Michael
Antonelli, managing director of institutional
sales trading at Robert W. Baird in Milwaukee.
U.S. stocks have surged this year, despite tur-
moil in the White House, doubts about Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s ability to push through

his pro-business reforms, uncertainty over the
timing of rate hikes, and lately, tensions over
Pyongyang’s missile tests.

All three main indexes high intra-day all-time
highs.

The North reacted to the latest action by the
Security Council, which had the backing of
veto-holding China and Russia, by reiterating
threats to destroy the United States, Japan and
South Korea.

“Let’s reduce the U.S. mainland into ashes and
darkness. Let’s vent our spite with mobilization
of all retaliation means which have been pre-
pared till now,” the statement said.

Japan’s Nikkei stock index and dollar/yen
currency pared gains, although traders said
that was more because of several Chinese
economic indicators released on Thursday
rather than a reaction to the North’s latest
statement.

South Korea’s won also edged down around
the same time over domestic financial
concerns.

U.S. calls on China to use 'powerful tool' of
oil to sway North KoreaU.S. calls on China
to use 'powerful tool' of oil to sway North
Korea

Japan's Abe says U.N. resolution must forcg
change in North KoreaJapan's Abe says
U.N. resolution must force change in North
Korea

Despite the North’s threats, South Korean
President Moon Jae-in said he was against
having nuclear weapons in his country,
either by developing its own arsenal or
bringing back U.S. tactical nuclear weapons
that were withdrawn in the early 1990s.

Local News

Short-term rental app
helps businesses dis-
placed by Harvey

By Katherine Feser

Three real estate firms have teamed up to
launch a searchable list of spaces where
landlords are offering short-term leases to
assist businesses displaced by Harvey.
Commercial real estate information firm
Xceligent, the Houston Association of
Realtors and its Commercial Gateway
division have published an app at www.
CommGate.com. Look for “Temporary
Space for Harvey” at the top of the page.
“Houston will not recover from Harvey’s
flood until Houstonians are back to work,
and getting displaced businesses in new
locations is an essential step in the recovery
of our communities,” HAR chairwoman
Cindy Hamann said in an announcement.

Housing market, sidelined
by Harvey, shows signs of
arebound

Realtors sold 5,917 homes in August,
down from 7,927 a year earlier, accord-
ing to the association, which tracks prop-
erty sales through the Multiple Listing
Service primarily in Harris, Montgomery
and Fort Bend counties. The median
price of the homes sold was $231,700, up
3 percent from the previous August.
Townhouse and condominium sales
plunged 31 percent, with the median
price up 2 percent to $159,000.
"Hurricane Harvey dealt a severe blow to
the Houston area and Texas Gulf Coast,
and it will probably be several weeks
until we can gauge the storm's full impact
on our housing market," chairwoman
Cindy Hamann said in the report. "Home
sales were humming throughout the first
three weeks of August, but the moment
Harvey struck the region, everything
came to a screeching halt."
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Insured losses from Harvey to top lke, Insur-

HO“.T Hurricane Har- ance Council Of Texas says
vey impacted Buffalo

Bayou

By William Axford

It's been about two weeks since Hurricane Harvey
dumped more than 51 inches of water in some spots
across Houston, and some areas still haven't fully
recovered. Parts of Buffalo Bayou Park, for example,
remain underwater and may not be accessible for
several weeks.

At the Shepherd Drive Bridge, water rose to 38.78 feet
inside of Buffalo Bayou Park. Trails at Allen’s Landing
are covered in water and the public is advised to avoid
them.

“Please know that Buffalo Bayou Park was designed
to flood, although we did not anticipate three historic
flooding events in 1.5 years,” Anne Olsen, president
of the Buffalo Bayou Partnership, said in an update
posted online Tuesday.

In addition to Harvey, the “Tax Day Floods” of April 17
and 18 of 2016 and devastating floods of May 26, 2015,
have left the Buffalo Bayou flooded three times in less
than two years.

Water remains in the park because the Addicks and

" 1 o I - A "y
Barker reservoirs are too full. According to the Harris i : : * il ?’ S -
County Flood Control District, reservoir gates were . ¥ . s
opened Aug. 28 and storm water was released into - P 1 :'_ ,.Ju o g e
Buffalo Bayou. B ‘L‘J o :
Releasing the water into the bayou doesn't increase A volunteer from Texas A&M University helps to clean up ﬂood damage in the house of an alumnus in southwestern

flooding upstream from the reservoirs, making it a safe

f ! Houston, Texas
spot to keep the water. Pools in both reservoirs were at

or near thfeir pefiks as of August 30, the flood control By Andrea Rumbaugh Management Agency administrator Roy news release. “Undoubtedly, the full econom-
district s.ald on its web31t§. ‘ . . Wright previously said he expects the Na- ic impact from Harvey on Texas will not be
Olsen sal’d the park staff is @aklng repairs w.here it can. Hurricane Harvey caused $19 billion in tional Flood Insurance Program to make known for some time.”

The park's Wortham Fountain and trail lighting system insured losses, topping Hurricane Ike, until $11 billion in payments to homeowners

has been damaged. The cistern did fill with some water

) ) o Y now the costliest storm to hit Texas with who carried flood insurance. Those flood

and sediment but is slowbi drauyng. A majority of the $12 billion in insured losses, the Insurance losses would be the second highest on
Buffalo Bayou Partnership’s equlpmept such as mowers Council of Texas said Friday. record after Hurricane Katrina.
anc.i golf c.arts have been damaged at its Memorial Insured windstorm and other storm-re- At HoustonChronicle.com: FEMA on
Drive ma{ntenance yard. lated property losses are expected to top track to pay $11 billion in Hurricane
Some businesses around the Buffalo Bayou were $3 billion. This doesn’t include residential Harvey insurance claims
spared from the storm waters. Lost Lake and Wortham property losses due to flooding or any Many more homeowners did not have
Insurance did not take on water and are operating, ac- uninsured losses. flood insurance.
Fording to Olsen. The Dunlavy at 3422 Allen Parkway The flooding of some 250,000 private pas- “The number of uninsured homeowners
is also open .and food trucks have returned to the entry senger and commercial vehicles is expected who felt the full wrath of Harvey is stag-
courj[ at Sabine Street fron.1 Thursday to Su.nday. to result in $4.75 billion in losses. gering,” Mark Hanna, spokesman for the
Moving forward, Olsen said the partnership will con- On top of those, Federal Emergency Insurance Council of Texas, said in the

tinue to restore the bayou.
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People stand beside a big wave on a waterfront as outh Korean troops fire Hyunmoo Missile into the
Typhoon Talim approaches in Wenling, Zhejiang waters of the East Sea at a military exercise in South

Parsons Green underground station in London : .
province, China Korea

Neon lights are reflected in a car window at the shopping Mongkok district in ltalian Frecce Tricolori aerobatic squad performs during the Breitling Airshow in
Hong Kong Sion
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|~ A Cleveland Indians right fielder Jay Bruce (front Model Bella Hadid presents a creation from the

_ center) is congratulated after his game-winning, RBI  Ralph Lauren Spring/Summer 2018 collection in a
A customer takes a nap at an IKEA store in Beijing, double in the tenth inning against the Kansas City ~ show that was presented in Lauren’s private garage
China September 14, 2017. REUTERS/Jason Royals at Progressive Field. for New York Fashion Week in Manhattan
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At least 101 cities, states, provinces and coun-
ties in the U.S. and Canada have indicated
they are interested in the Seattle company’s
second headquarters in the week since Ama-
zon announced it was seeking bidders for the
megaproject.

They range from obvious big-city candidates
like Chicago, to a joint effort by smaller towns
in North Carolina tobacco and textile country,
and a push championed by the University of
Maryland in suburban Washington, D.C.

It’s unclear how many of these prospective
bidders will send the online retail giant formal
paperwork by the company’s Oct. 19 deadline.
Some don’t appear to fit the criteria Amazon
laid out for its second home.

Still, the rush for mayors and economic-devel-
opment officials to announce their candidacy
reflects Amazon’s growing influence, as well as
the unprecedented scale of its offer.

Officials in more than 100 U.S. and Canadian
locations have expressed interest in bidding for
Amazon.com’s second headquarters and its up
to 50,000 workers. The map below charts plac-
es that have announced bids or publicly consid-
ered it since Amazon announced it was seeking
a second home. Click on a city for more details.
This isn’t a distribution center or engineer-
ing office Amazon is promising, but a $5 bil-
lion campus of as many as 50,000 employees,
pitched as “a full equal” to the company’s mas-
sive Seattle home.

The Amazon Sweepstakes Is On
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A company that once sat on the fringes of econ-
omy in online commerce, and has sometimes
been seen as a threat to Main Street jobs, is
dangling a project that has the potential to in-
stantly become a cornerstone of some region’s
economy.

Amazon has invited tax breaks and other incen-
tives in its request for proposals, and econom-
ic-development experts say some regions are
likely to respond with packages valued in the
billions.

Pundits find various messages in Amazon’s
headquarters announcement

Elected officials may ultimately be compet-
ing to offer Amazon an incentive package that
could exceed the record subsidy Boeing re-
ceived from Washington state.

“What you’re seeing could be the tip of the
iceberg,” said Andy Shapiro, a corporate relo-
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The Amazon Gold Rush Is On

Over 100 Cities And Regions Contending
To Host Amazon’s New Headquarters
Many Likely To Offer Billions In Incentives

cation consultant with Biggins Lacy Shapiro in
Walnut Creek, Calif. “Everyone’s interested.”

An Amazon warehousing and distribu-
tion center

Requirements like proximity to a major airport,
a population center of at least a million peo-
ple, and ample housing and mass transit would
seem to cross more than a few interested cities
off the list. Amazon also asked that metropoli-
tan areas submit consolidated bids, meaning ar-
eas with multiple interested sites — such as the
four interested cities in the Dallas orbit — will
end up coming together for a single proposal.

The tally of potential bidders is almost certain-

ly missing municipalities that have been quiet
about their intentions. For instance, among
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the largest U.S. cities, officials in Atlanta and
Cleveland have yet to discuss their thinking
publicly. Spokespeople for development groups
in both cities didn’t respond to messages seek-
ing comment on Wednesday.

Bloomberg News reported this week that some
senior Amazon executives haveadvocated for
Boston as the second headquarters location.
The company pushed back, saying there are no
front-runners yet. “We’re just getting started
and every city is on a level playing field,” Am-
azon said on Twitter.

Amazon’s original announcement, made via
a news release in the early- morning hours of
Sept. 7, kicked off a frenzy from coast to coast
in the days that followed.

In Irvine, southeast of Los Angeles, a city em-
ployee versed in mapping software charted
Amazon’s Seattle campus to see how tightly
clustered its buildings were. Across the conti-
nent, the premier of Ontario called up a former
banking executive to see if he would lead the
pitch for Canada’s capital province.

And on Wednesday, Tucson announced its
ambitions by loading a 21-foot saguaro cactus
onto a flatbed truck and sending it off to Ama-
zon Chief Executive Jeff Bezos in Seattle, the
Arizona Daily Star reported.

Irvine Mayor Don Wagner isn’t surprised at the
number of cities that have spoken up. But, as
he said, “Of those who have raised their hands,
which ones are serious, which ones are not?”

Economic-development boosters touted the po-
tential of a former steel plant outside Baltimore
and a derelict Ford truck-assembly site along
the banks of the Mississippi in St. Paul, Minn.
Underused downtown cores, rural plots near
freeways, and decommissioned ammunition
depots abound in the speculation.

Economic development officials in
Tucson loaded a 21-foot saguaro
cactus on atruck to ship it to Seattle, in
hopes of getting Amazon’s attention in
the bidding for its planned HQ2 project.
(Arizona Daily Star)

Shapiro, the location consultant, said some
elected officials who have expressed interest
may not be seriously pursuing the project.

“A lot of the places know that they’re really a
longshot, but they don’t want to be accused of
not being in the hunt,” he said. “They’re going

to be able to say, ‘We took a shot.””

Plenty of mayors and governors have touted
their existing ties to Amazon.

The company’s fast-growing warehousing and
distribution network has made the company a
major employer in many parts of the country.
The company also operates satellite business
offices, including an entertainment cluster in
Los Angeles and robotics development outside
of Boston.

Delivery of your Amazon package could
literally be on the horizon soon.

That familiarity may not matter. The company’s
request didn’t mention proximity to existing
corporate facilities or its distribution network.
Tax breaks, on the other hand, will count. Ama-
zon has said incentives offered by governments
to offset its costs will be a significant factor in
its decision.

Wiashington set a national record in 2013 with
its $8.7billion subsidy to Boeing as the com-
pany was considering sites to build its 777X
airplane.

Other projects that drew more than $1 billion in
tax breaks include a steel plant in Mobile, Ala.,
and a General Motors facility in Michigan, ac-
cording to data compiled by Good Jobs First.
Amazon’s package could ultimately exceed all
of those, said Mark Sweeney, a corporate-relo-
cation adviser with McCallum-Sweeney who
has advised Boeing.

“With these kind of numbers and these kind of
salaries, that impact is immense,” he said. Of
the incentive packages, he added: “I would ex-
pect they will begin with a B, that’s for sure.”
Companies prefer such incentives in cash,
though common alternatives include abatement
of sales, income and property taxes, as well
as free utility or infrastructure work. Critics
charge that those offers amount to a corporate
giveaway, pitting states against each other for
jobs Amazon would have sought to hire for
anyway.

Meanwhile, a bidding process that started in
public is likely to grow quieter as Amazon
weighs bids internally.

After Amazon’s public announcement, some
unfamiliar with the ins and outs of corpo-
rate-location bidding may have anticipated
a public vetting and selection process would
follow, Sweeney said. “I would expect that to
be dashed completely, and that the company
has no intention of that. (Courtesy the Seattle
Times)
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More than a dozen Texas chemical and refining
plants reported damaged storage tanks, rup-
tured containment systems and malfunctioning
pressure relief valves as a result of Hurricane
Harvey, portending safety problems that might
not become apparent for months or years, ac-
cording to a Houston Chronicle review of reg-
ulatory filings.

The filings are incomplete and represent only
damage that produced excessive air pollution,
a fraction of the impact on plants in southeast
Texas that provide more than 40 percent of the
nation’s petrochemical capacity and about 30
percent of its refining.

At Shell’s Deer Park refinery, two tanks were
damaged and oil ran into a surrounding berm.
At BASF’s Beaumont pesticide plant, tanks
overflowed and leaked unknown chemicals.
At the Chevron Phillips Cedar Bayou plant, a
cooling pump failed, causing overpressurized
chemicals to be burned off in a flare.

When Harvey swept through the Gulf Coast
and Houston area, it forced the shutdown of
hundreds of industrial facilities across the re-
gion. Now, with waters receding, these opera-
tions will be coming back on line in the coming
weeks, raising the prospect of cancer-causing
gas emissions, toxic spills, fires and explosions,
said Sam Mannan, director of a center that
studies chemical process safety at Texas A&M
university.

“Such a large industry coming up at the same
time,” he said. “All you need to do is have some
mistakes pop up somewhere and it will be mag-
nified elsewhere.”

Chemical flre out but more pos-
sible at flood-crippled plant near
Houston. (Photo/Chicago Tribune )
Further, experts noted, the long-term implica-
tions of flooding disasters of this scale in petro-
chemical clusters have been poorly studied, and
the possibility of future plant mishaps - months
or years away - stands to be worsened by dam-
ages that have yet to be discovered.

“There are two things to focus on,” said Jordan
Barab, a former top Occupational Safety and
Health Administration official. “The startup
problem, and then longer-term safety.”
Restarting a chemical plant or refinery already
is the most dangerous period in the life of a
plant, because it entails regenerating complex
chains of chemical reactions that require a per-
fect balance to prevent uncontrolled releases
and explosions.

“Will (companies) be offering bonuses and
other incentives to speed the restart?” Barab

A flare is seen Aug. 29 at Shell’s Deer Park refinery, where two tanks were damaged by the storm. Several
plants shut down after Hurricane Harvey made landfall are coming back online.

Government Not Equi

oped

To Monitor Industrial Plants

Damaged By Hurricane

asked. “How many normal procedures will be
loosened because it’s an emergency situation?
How much overtime will workers be required
to work and what kind of fatigue factors will
they be dealing with? Will chemical exposures
be overlooked because it’s an emergency? How
are they going to deal with safety issues if some
instruments ... will not work prior to restart?”
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
OSHA and Texas Commission on Environmen-
tal Quality are poorly equipped to monitor plant
startups or look for long-term problems because
they are understaffed, underfunded and don’t
account for scores of dangerous chemicals, the
Chronicle found in a 2016 investigation.

B = [exas
Commission
on
Enwronmental

TCEQ Quality

“Who is going to oversee any of this?”” Barab
asked. “The answer is no one.”

President Donald Trump’s budget cut OSHA
enforcement spending - including inspections
- but a House budget committee in July went
even further, proposing cuts of $14.7 million,
or more than 7 percent. The agency was already
unable to inspect most facilities.

Inspections stop
The Labor Department said Aug. 31 that it

would stop doing scheduled workplace inspec-
tions in Harvey-affected areas, choosing to
focus instead on the safety of recovery work-
ers. That means regular visits to petrochemical
facilities will stop, Barab said, leaving no one
to oversee the massive startup of hundreds of
facilities up and down the Gulf Coast.

Harvey knocked out almost a quarter of the
U.S. refining capacity, and more than half of
the nation’s ethylene, a plastics building block,
hadn’t come back on line almost two weeks af-
ter the storm.

A long industrial recovery

And there is more to come. Much of the pollu-
tion is the result of refineries shutting down and
restarting, which releases petrochemicals into
the air. The Environmental Defense Fund warns
that about half the refineries in the region still
are not operating at full capacity, and as they
restart facilities, they’ll release more pollution.
Meanwhile, companies are still repairing acute
damage from the storm, which caused addition-
al emissions. A Dow Chemical site reported the
facility that supplies its steam was hit by light-
ning during the storm. A chemical storage facil-
ity owned by Kinder Morgan reported a 10-day
accidental release of 350 pounds of benzene,
ethylbenzene, hexane, toluene and xylene, and
another 9571 pounds of other volatile organic
compounds.

OSHA didn’t immediately respond to ques-
tions about how long the hold on enforcement
actions will last and what else it might do to
oversee recovery operations at plants.

Harvey

Gov. Greg Abbott waived requirements that
companies submit air pollution reports during
recovery. They will have to record them later,
a spokeswoman for TCEQ said. In the interim,
the missing data means clues about malfunc-
tioning plant equipment and health exposures
for coastal residents are unavailable.

A smokestack rises in the back-
ground over the East Houston
community of Manchester,

Texas, where the air was

heavy with what smelled

like gasoline after Hurricane
Harvey in late August. The neigh-
borhood is ringed by industrial
sites.

(Photo/NPR)

Some companies continue to voluntarily report
emissions, and the Center for Biological Diver-
sity, using those incomplete reports, showed
that Texas plants released nearly 1 million
pounds of seven especially dangerous pollut-
ants during flaring and chemical spills triggered
by Harvey.

Plants burn off excess chemicals in flares to
prevent more dire releases during equipment
malfunctions, shutdowns and startups. The
practice is legal.

Those seven chemicals can cause serious health
problems, and several cause cancer, according
to the center.

Dangerous pollutants in pounds released by
Texas plants during flaring and chemical spills
triggered by Harvey

Storm-related shutdowns of oil refineries have
emitted pollutants that help form ozone, the
Environmental Defense Fund said, and the
Houston region has been under ozone warnings
because of concentrations 10 times higher than
what health officials deem safe.

EPA cuts

Meanwhile, the EPA is investigating a benzene
plume in the area of Valero’s refinery in Man-
chester. It said it has about 160 people helping
hurricane response efforts and is using aircraft
to monitor industrial sites on the Houston Ship
Channel, including the benzene concerns.

But in a response to questions, the agency pro-
vided no details on whether it would step up
monitoring of plants that are restarting or es-
tablish any long-term recovery oversight of fa-
cilities in its Risk Management Program, which
have some of the most hazardous chemical in-
ventories.

There’s a concern that if the EPA does not in-
crease inspections, the public could be in the
dark about how much it’s exposed to potentially
harmful chemicals because of the storm.
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“God knows what’s in the soil and water now
that floodwaters have receded,” said Gretchen
Goldman, research director for the Union of
Concerned Scientists. “I don’t know if there’s a
capacity to test what you’d ideally want to test.”
New EPA rules established by the Obama ad-
ministration were delayed by the new head of
the agency, Scott Pruitt. The rules would re-
quire facilities to consider reducing dangerous
chemical inventories and get outside safety
audits.

RMP facilities develop worst-case scenarios
that are supposed to give plant employees, first
responders and the public information they
need to prepare for disasters. Arkema’s plan for
its explosive chemicals didn’t work.
“Worst-case scenarios take a series of things to
go wrong all at once,” said Paul Orum, a con-
sultant and longtime chemical safety advocate.
“But worse things do go wrong all at once, all
the time.” (Courtesy http://www.npr.org/sec-
tions/health-shots/)
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