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NEWS & REVIEW

“Today’s News - Tomorrow’s History”

Labor Day in the United States
is a public holiday celebrated
on the first Monday in Sep-
tember. It honors the American
labor movement and the contri-
butions that workers have made
to the strength, prosperity, laws
and well-being of the country.
It is the Monday of the long
weekend known as Labor Day
Weekend and it is considered
the unofficial end of summer in
the United States. The holiday
is also a federal holiday.
Beginning in the late 19th cen-
tury, as the trade union and
labor movements grew, trade
unionists proposed that a day
be set aside to celebrate labor.
“Labor Day” was promoted by
the Central Labor Union and
the Knights of Labor, which or-
ganized the first parade in New
York City. In 1887, Oregon
was the first state of the Unit-
ed States to make it an official
public holiday. By the time it
became an official federal hol-
iday in 1894, thirty U.S. states
officially celebrated Labor Day.
Canada’s Labour Day is also
celebrated on the first Monday
of September. More than 80
countries celebrate Internation-
al Workers’ Day on May 1 — the
ancient European holiday of
May Day — and several coun-
tries have chosen their own
dates for Labor Day.

The North Coast Labor
Day Festival In Chicago

Always the first Monday in
September, Labor Day was
the idea of Peter J. Maguire
(although recent research has
shown that it might have been

his brother Matthew’s idea), a
labor union leader who in 1882
proposed a celebration honor-
ing the American worker.

The date chosen was simply
“convenient,” according to Ma-
guire, because it was midway
between the Fourth of July and
Thanksgiving.

Although the day’s focus on
organized labor has diminished
over the years, the holiday has
become a way to mark the end
of the summer season—and the
start of the school year.

LABOR DAY DATES: WHEN
IS LABOR DAY?

Year Labor Day Date
2017 Monday, September 4
2018 Monday, September 3

2019 Monday, September 2

Traditionally, Labor Day con-
sists of barbecues and time to-
gether with family. We’ve got
some great recipe ideas below
for this final summer holiday
weekend.

History

Beginning in the late 19th cen-
tury, as the trade union and la-
bor movements grew, different
groups of trade unionists chose
a variety of days on which to
celebrate labor. In the Unit-
ed States a September holiday
called Labor Day was first
proposed in the 1880s. An ear-
ly history of the holiday dates
the event’s origins to a Gener-
al Assembly of the Knights of
Labor convened in New York
City in September 1882.[2] In
conjunction with this clandes-
tine Knights assembly a public
parade of various labor orga-
nizations was held on Septem-
ber 5 under the auspices of the
Central Labor Union (CLU)
of New York.[2] Secretary of
the CLU Matthew Maguire is
credited for first proposing that

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

a national Labor Day holiday
subsequently be held on the
first Monday of each Septem-
ber in the aftermath of this suc-

cessful public demonstration.
¥ INE FIBST LancE DAY PARADE]

SEPTEMBER 8, 1882

An alternative thesis is main-
tained that Peter J. McGuire
of the American Federation of
Labor put forward the first pro-
posal in May 1882,[1]after wit-
nessing the annual labour festi-
val held in Toronto, Canada.

In 1887 Oregon became the
first state of the United States
to make Labor Day an official
public holiday. By the time it
became an officialfederal holi-
day in 1894, thirty U.S. states
officially celebrated Labor Day.
Thus, by 1887 in North Amer-
ica, Labor Day was an estab-
lished, official holiday.[5]
Following the deaths of work-
ers at the hands of United States
Army and United States Mar-
shals Service during the Pull-
man Strike of 1894 in Chica-
go, the United States Congress
unanimously voted to approve
legislation to make Labor Day
a national holiday and Presi-
dent Grover Cleveland signed
it into law six days after the end

of the strike.

Cleveland supported the cre-
ation of the national holiday in
an attempt to shore up support
among trade unions following
the Pullman Strike.The date

of May | (an ancient Euro-
pean holiday known as May
Day) was an alternative date,
celebrated then (and now) as
International Workers’ Day,
but President Cleveland was
concerned that observance of
Labor Day on May 1 would
encourage  Haymarket-style
protests and would strengthen
socialist and anarchist move-
ments that, though distinct
from one another, had rallied to
commemorate the Haymarket
Affair on International Work-
ers’ Day.

All U.S. states, the District
of Columbia, and the United
States territories have made
Labor Day a statutory holiday.

Celebrations

The form for the celebration
of Labor Day was outlined in
the first proposal for the holi-
day: A street parade to exhibit
to the public “the strength and
esprit de corps of the trade and
labor organizations”,followed
by a festival for the workers
and their friends and families.
This became the pattern for La-
bor Day celebrations. Speeches
by prominent men and women
were introduced later, as more
emphasis was placed upon the
civil significance of the holi-
day. Still later, by a resolution
of the American Federation of
Labor convention of 1909, the
Sunday preceding Labor Day
was adopted as Labor Sunday
and dedicated to the spiritual
and educational aspects of the
Labor movement.

Unofficial end of summer

Labor Day is called the “un-
official end of summer”be-
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cause it marks the end of the
cultural summer season. Many
take their two-week vacations
during the two weeks ending
Labor Day weekend. Many fall
activities, such as school and
sports begin about this time.

In the United States, many
school districts resume class-
es around the Labor Day holi-
day weekend (see First day of
school). Most begin the week
before, making Labor Day
weekend the first three-day
weekend of the school calen-
dar, while others return the
Tuesday following Labor Day,
allowing families one final get-
away before the school year be-
gins. Many districts across the
Midwest are opting to begin
school after Labor Day.

Labor Day marks the
unoffical end of summer.

In the U.S. state of Virginia,
the amusement park indus-
try has successfully lobbied
for legislation requiring most

o

o i
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school districts in the state to
have their first day of school
after Labor Day, in order to
give families another weekend
to visit amusement parks in the
state. The relevant statute has
been nicknamed the “Kings
Dominion law” after one such
park.

In U.S. sports, Labor Day
weekend marks the beginning
of many fall sports. National
Collegiate Athletic Association
(NCAA) teams usually play
their first games that week-
end and the National Football
League (NFL) traditionally
play their kickoff game the
Thursday following Labor Day.
The Southern 500 NASCAR
auto race has been held on La-
bor Day weekend at Darlington
Raceway in Darlington, South
Carolina from 1950 to 2003
and since 2015.

Competitors at the
Southern 500 NASCAR
auto race at Darlington
Raceway in Darlington,
South Carolina, on La-

bor Day weekend.

At Indianapolis Raceway Park,
the National Hot Rod Asso-
ciation hold their finals of the
NHRA U.S. Nationals drag race
that weekend. Labor Day is the
middle point between weeks
one and two of the U.S. Open
Tennis Championshipsheld in
Flushing Meadows, New York.
In fashion, Labor Day is (or
was) considered the last day
when it is acceptable to wear
white or seersucker.

The “unofficial beginning of
summer” in the U.S. is Me-
morial Day at the end of May.
(Courtesy Wikipedia, the free
encyclopedia)

HAPPY LABOR DAY

From the Editor:

This past week Hurricane
Harvey brought a catastro-
phe of epic proportions
the Houston community.
The destruction that this
storm caused defies being
measured on all known
scales — its path spared
no one and impacted all
neighborhoods and people
up and down the econom-
ic strata. But Harvey has
now gone and leaves us
with properties destroyed
and spirits wounded and
weak. The time for rebuild-
ing of homes and personal
strength has begun. So
begin, we must. Today

is Labor Day, a national
holiday sometimes not
totally understood. But the
idea for Labor Day started
in the 1800’s as a coming
together of working people
— a special day to cele-
brate and honor the con-
tributions of the working
people of this country. So
let us today celebrate the
great and giving people of
Houston and the surround-
ing area who have come
together, helped each
other and gathered our
strength together to not
only survive the ravages
of Hurricane Harvey, but to
build a stronger and more
loving community for the
future. We hope you will
take the effort to get out
and attend some of the
Labor Day events listed
below to renew your ener-
gies and your spirit.

MONDAY,
SEPTEMBER 4, 2017

*FREE
Arcade

All Day @ Dis-
covery Green

*TICKETS-
FREE

Glover Gill
8:00pm @ Conti-
nental Club
*FREE

Art of Celebra-
tion 1
8:30am @ Cele- ™=
bration Company
*FREE TO
$31.95
Aquarium Pyr-
amid at Moody
Gardens
10:00am @ Moody Garden
*FREE
Cutthroat Come- |
dy Open Mic
8:00pm @ PJ’s
Sports Bar
*$20 TO $45
Houston Restau-
rant Weeks

All Day @ Open
Location

FREE

Fairy Tales in
Lacquer: Exhibi-
tion of Antique
Russian...
8:30am @ Russian Cultural
Center Our Texas
TICKETS$8
TO $10
Humanae Exhi-
bition

9:00am (@ The Health Muse-

HOUSTON LABOR DAY 2017

EVENTS CALENDAR

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

um
$12 TO $30
“Gladiators:
Heroes of the
Colosseum”
9:00am @ Houston Museum
of Natural Science

FREE TO $14.95

Da Vinci: The »
Exhibition
10:00am @
Moody Gardens
FREE

It’s Unreal! [
presented by Arts |
Brookfield

8:00am (@ Total Plaza
FREE TO $25
Faces From the
Southern Ocean
9:00am @ Hous-
ton Museum of
Natural Science
FREE

John Egan
9:00pm @ The
Big Easy Social
and Pleasure Club
FREE

First Monday
Java Jazz 7
8:00pm (@ Dosey =
Doe Music Cafe
FREE

Open Mic
6:30pm @ Mc-
Gonigel’s Mucky |
Duck

FREE

Open Mic
8:00pm (@ Last
Concert Cafe
*FREE

Free Radicals
10:00pm @

AvantGarden
*TICKETS-
FREE
Milonga ;
10:00pm @ Con-
tinental Club
*FREE
Monday Night
Open Mic
9:00pm @ Cafe
Luxor Hookah Bar & Grill
*FREE i

Friends

7:00pm @ Bohe-
meo’s

0$6

*FREE

No DWI Free =
Holiday Rides -
Labor Day 2017
5:00pm @ Sutliff & Stout,
PLLC

*FREE

Yoga at Levy
Park

6:00pm @ Levy
Park

*FREE AD
MISSION FOR
CHILDREN 11
AND UNDER
*ONLY FOR GRAND OPENING
WEEKEND ADULT (18+) $20
SENIOR CITIZENS (65+) $16
YOUTH/STUDENTS (11 -17) $16
DISCOUNT PRICING AVAIL-
ABLE FOR ACTIVE & RETIRED
MILITARY AND VETERANS
LONE STAR FLIGHT MUSE-
UM LABOR DAY WEEKEND
GRAND OPENING...

9:00am @ Lone Star Flight
Museum

*FREE

MO W FREE
MDY RCES

Lost, Saved &
Threatened: His-
toric Architecture | Zmed
of Fort... S
9:00am @ Fort Bend County
Libraries - George Memorial
Library
TICKETS $20§8
LUNCH &
$45 DINNER
Le Bistro Houston Restaurant
Weeks

10:30am @ Le Bistro
TICKET SMUSEUM EXHIB-
IT ADMISSION: $9 - $13
American Spirits: The Rise
and Fall of Prohibition

All Day @ The Bullock Texas
State History Museum
*TICKETSMUSEUM
EXHIBIT -
ADMISSION:
$9 - $13

Pong to
Pokémon: The Evolution of
Electronic Gaming

9:00am (@ The Bullock Texas
State History Museum
*GENERAL
ADMISSION
$6

Vedem - The
Secret Magazine of the Terezin
Ghetto

10:00am @ Czech Center
Museum Houston

*FREE AD-

MISSION ’\
“Internal Dialog:

External Commu-

nication” Exhibition
9:00am @ Spring Street
Studios

*FREE

DJ X Karaoke

8:00pm @ The
Pub Fountains
*VARIABLE
King of the Com-
pound Wakeboard Tournament
All Day @ M2
Sports

*135

Tai Chi Chuan for
Health

5:45pm @ C G Jung Educa-
tional Center

*FREE

Monday Nite Jazz Jam
8:00pm (@ Cafe 4212
*FREE

The Eazy Four
9:00pm (@ Shake-|
speare Pub
*FREE
Zumba at Levy
Park

6:30pm @ Levy
Park

*FREE

Jazz Jam in the
First Ward
7:30pm (@ Cafeza
°*FREE

Monday Night Jam
9:00pm @ Emmit’s Place
°FREE

Rocksteady Mon- &
days

10:00pm @ The
Flat
*TICKETSFREE AND
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Lineage
10:00am @
College of the
Mainland Art
Gallery
(Courtesy Houston Press)

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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