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China Demands U.S. Immediately Withdraw
No. Korea Sanctions — Warns Could Damage Ties

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

U.S. imposed new North Ko-
rea-related sanctions on Aug.
22, targeting Chinese, as well
as Russian, firms and individu-
als for supporting Pyongyang’s
weapons programs. (Photo/
Reuters)

BEIJING — China demanded
Wednesday that the United States
immediately withdraw new sanctions
on companies and individuals trading
with North Korea, saying that such
punitive measures will damage Si-
no-U.S. ties.

The Treasury Department imposed
sanctions Tuesday on 10 companies
and six people from China and Rus-
sia that it said had conducted busi-
ness with North Korea in ways that
advanced the country’s missile and
nuclear weapons program.

But China’s Foreign Ministry said its
government had fully implemented
U.N. Security Council resolutions
on North Korea and would punish
anyone caught violating the Security
Council sanctions under Chinese law.
It added that it opposed sanctions
outside the framework of the Security
Council.

“China especially opposes any coun-
try conducting ‘long-arm jurisdiction’
over Chinese entities and individu-
als,” spokeswoman Hua Chunying
said at a routine news conference.
“Measures taken by the United States
are not helpful in solving the problem
and unhelpful to mutual trust and co-
operation. We ask the United States
to stop the relevant wrong practices
immediately.”

Despite China’s professed opposition
to unilateral sanctions, however, it
has not hesitated to punish countries
through trade if they refuse to do Bei-
jing’s bidding.

b

China is engaged in a major blockade
of South Korean companies because
it opposes the deployment of a U.S.
missile defense system, known as
Terminal High Altitude Area Defense
(THAAD), in South Korea.

Among the sanctioned Chinese com-
panies is Dandong Zhicheng Metallic
Material, also known as Dandong
Chengtai, one of the largest importers
of North Korean coal, while its main
shareholder also was individually tar-
geted.

In a related complaint the Justice De-
partment filed Tuesday, the U.S. gov-
ernment is seeking $4 million from
the company, accusing it of importing
North Korean coal and sending an ar-
ray of products — cellphones, luxury
items, rubber and sugar — to North
Korea.

In August, the Security Council
agreed to a total ban on coal imports
from North Korea; in the past, a lim-
ited trade had been allowed, provid-
ed the coal was not purchased from
a sanctioned North Korean company
and was proven to befor “livelihood
purposes.”

In practice, though, experts say, that
loophole was exploited to facilitate a
trade that generated $1 billion a year
for North Korea.

North Korez's nuclear threat
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In a June report by the Washing-
ton-based research group C4ADS,

Dandong Zhicheng was cited among
those Chinese companies that are
pivotal to North Korea’s ability to
circumvent international sanctions
and buy illicit goods. The report
said targeting those companies could
cause North Korea’s entire overseas
network to collapse.

Dandong Zhicheng alone accounted
for 9.2 percent of North Korea’s total
exports to China last year, according
to documentation that C4ADS re-
viewed. Almost all — 97 percent —
of this was North Korean coal, total-
ing about $250 million annually.

Chi Yupeng, the company’s main
shareholder, won an award from the
Dandong city government as a lead-
ing entrepreneur in 2005, another
award for his “remarkable contribu-
tion to enterprise” in 2008 and a third
for “starting a foreign trade enter-
prise” in 2009.

Two other Chinese companies, Dan-
dong Tianfu Trade and Jinhou Inter-
national Holdings, were sanctioned
for their part in the coal trade. To-
gether, the three companies imported
nearly $500 million worth of North
Korean coal between 2013 and 2016,
the Treasury Department said.
Dandong Rich Earth Trading was
sanctioned for buying vanadium ore
from a company connected to North
Korea’s atomic energy agency, while
Mingzheng International Trading was
accused of facilitating dollar transac-
tions on behalf of North Korea’s pro-
liferation network. The companies ei-
ther declined to comment, hung up or
did not pick up the phone when con-
tacted by The Washington Post. The
Dandong city government declined to
comment.

The Global Times, a nationalist tab-
loid, argued that the United States
could face retaliation if it continued
to impose sanctions considered a “se-
rious violation of international law”
and “certainly unacceptable” to Chi-
na.

“As far as we are concerned, Wash-
ington wants to use such unilateral
sanctions to smear China and Rus-
sia’s international image on issues
regarding sanctioning North Korea,
painting China and Russia as the de-
stroyers of U.N. sanctions,” it wrote.
Chen Weihua, deputy editor of the
U.S. edition of China Daily, argued
that the U.S. decision would under-
mine cooperation between Washing-
ton and Beijing.

“The U.S. has long believed that
sanctions are a silver bullet,” he
wrote in a column. “But its past track
records have shown that the major-
ity of sanctions not only failed but
caused humanitarian disasters in oth-
er countries.”

There is little doubt, he added, that
such secondary sanctions will have
little or no effect in persuading North
Korea to change course.

Chen also wrote that the Obama ad-
ministration’s decision to help topple
Libyan leader Moammar Gaddafi af-
ter he abandoned his nuclear weapons
program — and his subsequent death
at the hands of a mob in 2011 — had
damaged the U.S. government’s cred-
ibility.

Beijing is not averse to using eco-
nomic pressure to get its way: It sig-
nificantly cut salmon imports from
Norway for years after imprisoned
democracy activist Liu Xiabo was

awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, has
encouraged consumer boycotts of Ja-
pan, and punished countries for host-
ing the Dalai Lama, the exiled Tibet-
an spiritual leader.

Nevertheless, Lu Chao, a Korean
Peninsula expert at the Liaoning
Academy of Social Sciences, said
Washington’s decision to impose
unilateral sanctions on China was in-
appropriate, unacceptable and “very
domineering.”

“China is strictly implementing the
U.N. resolution. Though we can’t
100 percent exclude the possibility of
individuals having underground deals
violating the Ministry of Commerce’s
regulations, the United States being
so far away doesn’t have a proper rea-
son to take sanction measures unilat-
erally,” he said. “They should inform
the Chinese government and let the
latter deal with it.”

China accounts for about 90 percent
of North Korean trade but announced
this month that it was suspending im-
ports of iron ore, iron, lead, coal and
seafood products from North Korea,
to comply with U.N. sanctions.
China’s imports from North Korea
fell to $880 million in the first six
months of the year, down 13 percent
from a year earlier, official figures
show. But Chinese exports rose 29
percent, to $1.67 billion, in the first
six months of the year, increasing to-
tal trade between the two countries by
10 percent.

China is reluctant to do anything
that might destabilize North Korea, a
long-standing ally. It says U.S. hos-
tility toward Pyongyang forced the
regime to develop its nuclear pro-
gram, and it urges dialogue to reduce
tensions.

Yang Xiyu, a North Korea expert at
the China Institute of International
Studies in Beijing, called the U.S.
move counterproductive and said
Washington should have worked
more closely with Beijing.

“I think this shows the frustration

from the U.S. toward Beijing, that
China won’t play as the U.S. want-
ed,” he said, arguing that it would
do nothing to dissuade North Korea
from pursuing nuclear weapons. “It’s
a superfluous measure that may only
worsen the Sino-U.S. relationship
and destroy the foundation of trust for
cooperation between the two coun-
tries.”

China’s imports from North
Korea slowed in July while its
exports to the sanctions-hit
country dwindled after surging
in recent months, according to
official Chinese statistics. (AFP
Photo/NICOLAS ASFOURI)

Cheng Xiaohe, a North Korea expert
at Renmin University of China in
Beijing, said the U.S. government did
not have factual evidence that these
companies were violating sanctions.
“The Chinese government will not
sit by and do nothing if the sanctions
are implemented without strong ev-
idence,” he said. (Courtesy www.
washingtonpost.com/world)

Related

North Korea’s Trade With
China Hit By Sanctions

China Currently Bans North Kore-
an Iron, Lead, Coal Imports As Part
Of U.N. Sanctions

China’s imports from North Korea
slowed in July while its exports to the
sanctions-hit country dwindled after
surging in recent months, according
to official Chinese statistics.

Overall, bilateral trade between the
two countries stood at $456 million
last month, down nearly seven per-
cent from June, according to General
Administration of Customs figures.
The decline is partly due to a steady
decline in China’s imports from its
neighbor, which fell to $156.3 mil-
lion in July, down three percent from
the previous month and more than 30

percent year on year.

China, the main ally of Pyongyang
and the recipient of some 90 percent
of North Korea’s exports, suspend-
ed all imports of coal in February
in compliance with United Nations
sanctions.

The aim of these restrictions is to
deprive the Kim Jong-Un regime of
crucial currency sources in order to
check its controversial nuclear pro-
gram.

Following a seventh round of sanc-
tions adopted in early August by the
UN Security Council, Beijing recent-
ly announced it will also suspend its
purchases of North Korean iron, lead
and seafood.

Chinese exports to the Stalinist re-
gime fell to $299.8 million in July,
down more than eight percent from
June.

But exports were up 55 percent year
on year. North Korea considerably in-
creased its purchases from the Asian
giant in recent months, including ap-
pliances, mechanical parts, textiles
and solar panels.

China has banned all coal im-
ports from North Korea.

In Dandong, a Chinese border town,
AFP found last month that vibrant
trade continued despite sanctions -
with many Chinese shops continuing
to offer jewels made of North Korean
gold and silver, which have long been
banned from the other side.

US President Donald Trump has
urged China to step up pressure on its
turbulent neighbour.

The Trump administration angered
China this week by slapping puni-
tive measures on several Chinese
and Russian companies accused of
supporting the North Korean nuclear
programme and attempting to evade
US sanctions.

The key targets were Chinese coal
importers. (Courtesy https://www.ya-
hoo.com/news/)

Decision Follows The Violence In Charlottesville
Sparked By Plans To Remove A Robert E. Lee Statue

ESPN Removes Asian Sports Announcer
Robert Lee From Calling U-Va. Game In
Charlottesville Because Of His Name

ESPN broadcaster Robert Lee
(left) and Civil War General
Robert E. Lee (right)

Robert Lee, an ESPN broadcaster,
was pulled from calling the Univer-
sity of Virginia home opener against
William and Mary on Sept. 2 because
he shares a name with the Confeder-
ate general at the center of unrest in
Charlottesville.

“We collectively made the decision
with Robert to switch games as the
tragic events in Charlottesville were
unfolding, simply because of the co-
incidence of his name,” Derek Volner,
an ESPN spokesman, told The Wash-
ington Post in an emailed statement.
“In that moment it felt right to all
parties. It’s a shame that this is even
a topic of conversation and we regret
that who calls play by play for a foot-
ball game has become an issue.”

Compiled And Edi

Volner declined to say if the network
made a preemptive decision or re-
sponded to outside pressure to pull
Lee from the broadcast. Lee, a sports-
caster for 20 years, began his career
calling games at Syracuse, his alma
mater. He is fluent in English and
Mandarin Chinese, according to his
online resume. He did not respond
to a request for comment on Twitter
and has not been made available for

comment.

ESPN Broadcaster Robert Lee
At Work In The Announcer’s
Booth.

As President Trump was about to
address a rally, the decision quickly
generated mocking Internet memes
and derisive jokes, but it wasn’t one
that the Asian American Journalists
Association felt crossed a line. “Al-
though AAJA understands this was a

ted By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

personnel decision to reassign ESPN
announcer Robert Lee to another
event, it is unfortunate that someone’s
name, particularly a last name that is
common among Asian Americans,
can be a potential liability,” the orga-
nization said Wednesday in an email
to The Post. “We do not, however,
believe this decision was motivated
by race.”

According to Sports Illustrated’s
Richard Deitsch, another ESPN rep-
resentative said the company did not
“mandate Robert Lee change his as-
signment” and that Lee was “more
comfortable” not doing it. Clay Tra-
vis of Outkick the Coverage broke the
story.

White nationalists, neo-Nazis and
Ku Klux Klan members clashed with
counterprotesters in Charlottesville
earlier this month during protests
against the planned removal of a Rob-
ert E. Lee statue. A counterprotester,
Heather Heyer, was killed and 19 oth-
ers were injured when a man alleged-
ly linked to neo-Nazi beliefs drove
his car into a crowd, according to the
authorities. (Courtesy www.washing-
tonpost.com/news/)

Please send your comments to the News & Review Edit

or at john@scdaily.com
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