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NEWS & REVIEW
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North Korea Angry With U.S. Military
Exercises, Threatens War

Complled And Edlted By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

North Korea warned that the joint U.S.-South Korean military exercises was add-
ing “fuel to fire.”The statement described the annual military drill as “reckless

behavior.”

PYONGYANG, North Korea - Responding to
the joint U.S.-South Korean military exercises
set to start on the Korean peninsula on Mon-
day - North Korea has fired another warning at
America.

In an editorial in its Rodong Sinmun newspaper,
North Korea warned that the joint military exer-
cises will be “adding fuel to the fire” of already
heightened tensions with the United States and
its allies.

Pyongyang described the annual military drill
as “reckless behavior driving the situation into
the uncontrollable phase of a nuclear war.”
Further, the reclusive nation, led by Kim Jong
Un has said that “no one can guarantee that the
exercise won’t evolve into actual fighting.”

It said, “The Trump group’s declaration of
the reckless nuclear war exercises against the
DPRK ... is a reckless behavior driving the situ-
ation into the uncontrollable phase of a nuclear
war.”

It said North Korea was the “strongest posses-
sor” of intercontinental ballistic missiles ca-
pable of striking the U.S. mainland from any-
where.

Adding, “The Korean People’s Army is keeping
a high alert, fully ready to contain the enemies.
It will take resolute steps the moment even a
slight sign of the preventive war is spotted.”

It did not elaborate on what it meant by “pre-
ventive war.”

According to South Korea’s Yonhap News
Agency, the North Korean newspaper said, “If
the United States is lost in a fantasy that war
on the peninsula is at somebody else’s door far
away from them across the Pacific, it is far more
mistaken than ever.”

Meanwhile, the Pentagon said in its own state-
ment on Friday that the 10-day, annual military
exercise, called Ulchi Freedom Guardian, will
involve 17,500 U.S. service members, includ-

YONHAP NEWS
AGENCY

ing 3,000 from outside South Korea.

The Pentagon added that the exercise, which
lasts through August 31, aims to improve read-
iness, protect the region and maintain stability
on the Korean Peninsula.

The recent threat by North Korea comes the
same week as heightened tensions seemed to
subside after a furious war of words broke out
between U.S. President Donald Trump and the
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un.

Both the leaders traded warnings, after North
Korea’s two ICBM tests in July revealed the
progress it has made in its quest for nuclear
weapons that are capable of striking the U.S.
mainland - in defiance of UN sanctions and in-
ternational condemnation.

On August 8, North Korea announced plans for
a ballistic missile test that would strike near the
U.S. territory of Guam.

North Korea’s announcement came after the
U.S. President said that America would respond
to a North Korean attack with “fire and fury like
the world has never seen.”

Later, North Korea seemed to end the war of
words saying its leader would wait to “watch

the foolish and stupid conduct of the Yankees”
before deciding whether to conduct the missile
test.

North Korean dictator Kim Jong-Un

On Thursday, U.S. Defense Secretary Jim Mat-
tis said the U.S. military would be prepared to
intercept any missile heading
toward the U.S. territory or
that of its allies.

U.S. Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson meanwhile said the
peaceful diplomatic pressure
was the preferred way to get
Pyongyang to stop its testing
of nuclear-capable ballistic
missiles.

He added that the diplomatic
approach “has to be backed
with military threat” if North
Korea chooses to move for-
ward with destabilizing ac-
tions.

Pyongyang responded on Sun-
day saying its army can target
the United States anytime, and
neither Guam, Hawaii nor the
U.S. mainland can “dodge the
merciless strike.” (Courtesy
http://www.chinanational-
news.com/)

Related

PLA conducts military
drills amid Doklam
tensions

“A five-minute-long video was
played on Chinese China Cen-
tral Television of PLA troops
conducting  drills  showed
tanks firing at targets on hills,
followed by helicopters fir-
ing missiles at ground targets.
More than 10 PLA units, in-

The People’s Liberation Army’s Western Theatre Command has conducted military
exercises involving armoured forces and aviation units amid the military stand-
off with Indian troops at Doklam, near the Sikkim-Tibet-Bhutan trijunction. The
Western Theatre Command covers Tibet, Xinjiang, Ningxia, Qinghai, Sichuan and

Chongging.

tonomous Region, near Yarlung Zangbo River
located in the upper stream of the Brahmapu-
tra River. The brigade has long been stationed
around the middle and lower reaches of the Yar-
lung Zangbo River and is responsible for front-
line combat missions.

PLA’s Tibet Military Command conducted the
11-hour long live-fire exercises at an altitude
of 5,000 meters on the plateau in Southwest
China’s Tibet Autonomous Region, aimed at
improving the combat capability on such loca-
tions, the military. The drills included the quick
arrival of troops and different military units
working together on joint attacks.

As a side note, the stand-off began when China
started constructing a road in the area. India ob-
jected to the road construction after the Chinese
troops ignored Bhutanese protests, triggering
the face-off from June 16.

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj has
reiterated that India’s road map is peace and
talks are going on to resolve the issue diplomat-
ically.

India has made its stance clear that that it stands
for peace the border question can be solved dip-
lomatically, not by war. (Courtesy http://www.
chinanationalnews.com and ANI)

Map showing Tibet Autonomous Region
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cluding aviation units and ar-
moured forces, participated in
the drills,” the Global Times
reported.

While the location of the mili-
tary drills was not revealed, it
was mentioned that the drills
“lay the ground for plateau
warfare.”

“Such Chinese PLA military
exercises are meant to strike
awe in India as the two sides
have been engaged in a stand-
off in Doklam for more than
two months, and the Qing-
hai-Tibet Plateau, which is
closest to India, is where the
Western Theater Command is
most prominent,” the Chinese
state media reported.

Earlier in July, PLA conducted
live-fire exercises in Tibet Au-

HONG KONG

Hong Kong is an autonomous
territory, and former British
colony, in southeastern China.
Its vibrant, dense ly pnp!l]ntul
urban centre is a major port
and global financial hub with a
sky ~..r1|*¢.r—..l:l.h1.1:.-.| skyline.

SHENZHEN

Shenzhen, in southeastern China,
i5 4 modem uum-lnh that links
Hong Kong to Chinas mainkand.
It's known fori s shopping destina-
tions, i|:n_'|1|1]irll Luochu Commer-
cial City, 2 massiv nlr]I with 2 va
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GUANGZHOU

Canton Fair (China Import and
Export Fair) is the largest trade
r..1ilr 'l.'.'i.t':'l Ii'll._‘ |.'1r:_'||._'-r L1 .I11‘. r|'||'
sl H-‘]I'I|']L'1L' exhibit
thq_' i':-l_'ll.l:iq_"-t .H-.Tr:l"rurir.u ||r. OVEr=
seas buyers and th satest busi-
ess turnover held in Guangzhou
(Canton) China. Ower 20,000
Ven < abour 100 000 |_1|_|_:|.'4_'|'-.
will attend the fair fwice a vear,

varety,

BEUING

t L|'||.|'|III Lill'lit" L l"'"!l".'l' C I.i'l'l'
tal, has history stretchi k
3 millennia. Yer its known as
mmh I-:r its modern architee-
: ancient uch
nd Forbidden Ciry
the imperial pliln

complex,
1"-|m1_ and '-.

during :hn
-l_. nastics

For more information please contact:
Miao Guo- Smith, miaoguo@houstontrade.org
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