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Houston Minority Supplier Development Council 2017 Business Expo

FEATURING THE 2017 ENERGY SUMMIT
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
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RICHARD T. HUNG, VD

Diplomat of American Board of Otolaryngology
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Fellow of Orthokeratology Academy of America
Therapeutic Optometrist / Glaucoma Specialist

Pediatric Specialist / RGP and Soft Contact Lens
Tel: 713-270-9188
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Board Podiatric Surge
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China Issues Order To Implement
U.N. Sanctions On North Korea

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

The North Korean flag flies on a mast at the Permanent
Mission of North Korea in Geneva, Switzerland, October 2, 2014.

BEIJING (Reuters) - China’s Com-
merce Ministry issued a ban effective
from Tuesday on several imports from
North Korea, including coal, iron ore,
lead concentrates and ore, lead and
seafood, a move that is in line with
U.N. sanctions announced this month.
Beijing issued the banning order on
Monday. The U.N. sanctions must be
implemented 30 days after the resolu-
tion was approved in a vote on Aug. 6.
The Chinese government said any
cargoes already on their way to China
would be cleared by customs as usual
before the U.N. sanctions deadline.

China Bans North Korean
Iron, Lead, Coal Imports As
Part Of U.N. Sanctions

BEIJING — China moved to tighten
economic pressure on North Korea
by implementing a new package of
U.N. sanctions Monday, but it simul-
taneously had a warning for the Trump
administration: Don’t spoil our new-

found unity by starting a trade war.
The Commerce Ministry announced a
ban on imports of iron ore, iron, lead
and coal from North Korea effective
Tuesday — although China will con-
tinue to clear goods that have already
arrived in port until Sept. 5.

At the same time, Beijing warned
President Trump not to split the inter-
national coalition over North Korea by
provoking a trade war between China
and the United States.

Trump signed an executive memoran-
dum Monday afternoon instructing
his top trade negotiator to launch an
investigation into Chinese intellectual
property violations, a move that could
eventually result in severe trade pen-
alties.

In China, these proposed measures
were seen both as an attempt to pres-
sure Beijing to act more strongly
against North Korea and as an effort
to shift the blame for the world’s fail-
ure to rein in Pyongyang’s nuclear
and missile programs
onto China alone.

“It is obviously im-
proper to use one
thing as a tool to im-
pose pressure on an-
other thing,” Foreign
Ministry spokeswom-
an Hua Chunying
said Monday at a rou-
tine news conference.
With the commercial

relationship between the two countries
becoming more intertwined by the day,
she said, a trade war is not a good idea.
“There will be no winner,” she said. “It
will be lose-lose.”

In an editorial, the state-owned China
Daily newspaper said Trump was ask-
ing too much of China regarding North
Korea, also known as the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, or DPRK.
Trump’s “transactional approach to
foreign affairs” is unhelpful, it said,
while “politicizing trade will only ex-
acerbate [the United States’] econom-
ic woes, and poison the overall Chi-
na-U.S. relationship.”

That won’t bring results when it comes
to North Korea, either, the editorial ar-
gued.

“By trying to incriminate Beijing as an
accomplice in the DPRK’s nuclear ad-
venture and blame it for a failure that
is essentially a failure of all stakehold-
ers, Trump risks making the serious
mistake of splitting up the internation-
al coalition that is the means to resolve
the issue peacefully,” it said.
“Hopefully Trump will find another
path. Things will become even more
difficult if Beijing and Washington are
pitted against each other.”

China accounts for roughly 90 percent
of North Korean trade but moved in
February to suspend North Korea’s
coal imports until the end of the year.
Coal normally accounts for about half
of North Korea’s exports, but despite
the coal ban, overall trade between the
two countries has remained healthy.

China’s Foreign Ministry spokeswoman

Hua Chunying

Last month, China announced that im-
ports from North Korea fell to $880
million in the six months that ended in

June, down 13 percent
from a year earlier. No-
tably, China’s coal im-
ports from North Korea
dropped precipitously,
with only 2.7 million
tons being shipped in
the first half of 2017,
down 75 percent from 2005
2016.

But iron ore imports
grew sharply, reaching
1.34 million tons, worth
an estimated $68 mil-
lion, a 60 percent jump
in the first half of the
year.

A 29 percent spike
in Chinese exports to
North Korea — North
Korea bought $1.67 bil-
lion worth of Chinese
products in the first six
months of the year — :
also helped push total |
trade between the two !
countries up 10 percent
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The latest move to stem imports of
iron, iron ore, lead and lead ore, as
well as seafood products, will put sig-
nificantly more pressure on Pyong-
yang. But it is unlikely to be enough to
persuade North Korea to abandon its
nuclear program, which it sees as es-
sential to its own survival, experts say.
China is very reluctant to do anything
that might destabilize the re-
gime, which is a long-stand-
ing ally. It blames American

WIEL AR hostility toward Pyongyang

for forcing the regime to de-
velop its nuclear program, and
is urging dialogue to reduce
tensions.

The move against China over
trade was also seen here as an
attempt to distract attention
from Trump’s domestic prob-
lems.

“Bashing China cannot solve U.S.
economic problems, experts say,” the
state-run  Xinhua news agency pro-

claimed.

The nationalist Global Times newspa-
per said a trade war with China could
“boomerang” on Trump, because U.S.
society and opinion could not with-
stand the losses that would result.

“If a China-US trade war starts, many
of those who now support a hard-
line stance toward China would turn
against the Trump administration,” it
wrote in an editorial.

It even tried to link developments to
violence and “racial hatred” that broke
out in Charlottesville, Va., over the
weekend.

“The source of global instability may
not be North Korea’s nuclear ambi-
tions nor Europe’s refu-gee crisis,
but the chaos in the US,” it wrote in
a separate opinion piece. “The public
is also concerned that Trump is using
international disputes to divert public
attention away from the domestic tur-
moil.” (Courtesy https://www.wash-
ingtonpost.com/world)

Is There A Future For Bingo In China?

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor
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casino gaming-related prac-
tices in the country being
lotteries. Macau and Hong
Kong are exceptions to this
rule perhaps due to the ter-
ritorial history: Hong Kong
as a former territory of the
United Kingdom and Ma-
cau previously a colony of
Portugal. While casinos and
card games such as poker
are popular in these casino
cities, one game that fits
into this industry well, but
has not made a significant
appearance in China yet, is
bingo.

Even though bingo has nev-
er been established in China,
there is no reason it cannot
become popular in the future.

With gambling more popular than ever
around the world, many cities have
become popular destinations thanks
to their abundance of casinos. Las
Vegas, Monte Carlo and Atlantic City
are famed for their nightlife activities
involving casino games. The Special
Administrative Regions of Macau and
Hong Kong in China are proof of this
popularity too, being prime destina-
tions for anyone seeking some betting
thrills.

However, gambling is actually not that
common in China, as different forms
of gambling in the mainland are cur-
rently against the law, with the only

This lack of bingo activity
in the country is surprising consider-
ing China’s fascination with numbers
and card games, which are the primary
focuses of bingo. Traditional attitudes
related to luck, particularly in relation
to having numbers which are deemed
luckier than others, would typical-
ly lend itself to the game of bingo.
However, the concept of numerology
has so far not been enough to bring
the popular Western number game to
the country, despite the fact that Chi-
nese numerology has eight lucky dig-
its, compared to three unlucky ones,
which would on the Chinese’s side
when playing bingo. It does not appear
to be the case that bingo has not made
an impact in China because the game
is disliked though.

Gambling Casinos In Macau

Despite the background of bingo in
China not having a strong standing,
there is no reason why in the future,
the game could not become popular
should legislation allow for it. In re-
cent years, there has been a push by
Western companies to trial bingo in
China. Back in 2007, Gala Coral won
a licence to test out bingo halls in He-
bei province. While there is still a long
way to go, there is no denying that it
was a step in the right direction for
bingo in China.

One of the bigger walls to break

down in bringing the game of bingo
east is the online version. In Western
countries, online bingo is rapidly
becoming the main way of playing

the game, which with China’s online
gambling ban, could be problematic.
Although casinos in Macau and Hong

Kong bring
in significant
revenue for
China, online
forms of gam-
bling are still
not licensed
in these re-
gions. Given
the growing
success of the
Sl casino scene

\ ¥ in these plac-
es though,
perhaps there
is hope for
the future regarding online versions.
It’s possible that people in China may
get a chance to play online bingo
using Western sites one day as well,
as there are several advantages to
them. As playing online bingo is more
established in the
Western countries,
there is a lot more
detailed informa-

offers. The popularity of the game, es-
pecially in the UK and US is evident
by the number of new bingo websites.
Such competition encourages bonus
offers and sign-up incentives.

A typical bingo playing card

It is hard to say in the long-term what
the future of bingo will hold in Chi-
na. The fact that gambling has a firm
place in Chinese history and the ev-
er-expanding popularity of the casi-
no and betting culture in Macau and
Hong Kong have to be noted though,
therefore it is quite possible that bingo
could break into the Chinese market.
When exactly this will be and how it
will occur is something that remains to
be seen, but with bingo being so pop-
ular in the Western world, there is no
reason why it should not catch on in
China. (Courtesy en.yibada.com/arti-
cles)

0548138 |8 i

tion on how to
play online bingo,

the safety features
involved, and
what sites are best.

There are websites
now dedicated to
comparing different |

online bingo games, |
pointing to the best
bonuses and deposit

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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