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“Today’s News - Tomorrow’s History”

NEWS & REVIEW

News & Review is a Division of Southern News Group - Founded June 16, 1979 | August 18, 2017 | John T. Robbins, Editor

U.S., Chinese Military Leaders Sign
Agreement To Increase Communication

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Marine Corps Gen. Joseph F. Dunford Jr., chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, signs
the Joint Staff Dialogue Mechanism with his Chinese counterpart Gen. Fang Fenghui
following a roundtable discussion at the Ba Yi, Aug. 15, 2017. (Photo by U.S. Navy
Petty Officer 1st Class Dominique A. Pineiro)

BEIJING, Aug. 15, 2017 — The top military
leaders of the United States and China signed an
agreement here today that they said will improve
communication between their militaries and re-
duce the chances of miscalculations.

Marine Corps Gen. Joe Dunford, chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and Gen. Fang Feng-
hui of the Chinese army, chief of China’s joint
staff, signed the joint strategic dialogue mecha-
nism at the Ba Yi, the People’s Liberation Army
headquarters. Dunford is visiting China to further
military-to-military ties between the two Pacific
powers.

Crisis Mitigation

The agreement is intended for crisis mitigation,
U.S. Joint Staff officials said, noting that direct
communication at the three-star level in the Pen-
tagon and the Ba Yi will “enable us to communi-
cate to reduce the risk of miscalculation.” Army
Lt. Gen. Richard D. Clarke, the Joint Staff’s di-
rector for strategic plans and policy, will lead the
effort for the American military. The first meeting
to set up the framework is set for November.
These communications are especially crucial
now, as the region and world are facing the dan-
gers of a nuclear-armed North Korea, officials
said.

The joint strategic dialogue mechanism grew out
of diplomatic and security talks in Washington
earlier this year. Those talks grew out of a Florida
meeting between President Donald J. Trump and
Chinese President Xi Jinping in April.

i .
Chinese president Xi Jinping (left) and
U.S. president Donald Trump shake
hands during their meeting last April in
Florida.

Difficult Issues

The mechanism is a concrete result of the mili-
tary-to-military discussions the chairman is en-
gaged in. Dunford will spend three days in China
and will visit PLA units training, Fang said.

“To be honest, we have many difficult issues
where we will not necessarily have the same per-
spectives,” Dunford said at the opening of the
military-to-military talks. “But from the meeting
we had in Washington, D.C., and the meeting we
just had, I know we share one thing: we share a
commitment to work through these difficulties.
With the guidance from our presidents and the
areas of our cooperation, I know we will make
progress over the next few days.”

Need for Candor

But the two countries must make tangible prog-
ress, the chairman said. “As we start these meet-
ings, having the framework for dealing with these
difficult issues is different than making progress
on them,” he said. “I think our collective chal-
lenge is to sincerely and with candor attack these

issues that we have to address.”

The military-to-military contacts between the
United States and China are important because
there will always be some friction between the
two countries, Dunford said, adding that military
contacts will lessen the chances of a miscalcula-
tion.

The chairman stressed that lessening miscal-
culation is “the minimum standard” for mili-
tary-to-military contacts. “We should also try to
see areas to cooperate,” he said. (Courtesy http://
www.jcs.mil/Media/News/News-Display/Arti-
cle/)

Related

Report: North Korea Backs Off Guam
Missile Threat

e Sy,

Defense Secretary James Mattis on Monday
warned Pyongyang that if a missile were to hit
the U.S. territory it would be treated as an act of
war.

“If they shoot at the United States, I'm assum-
ing they hit the United States. If they do that, it’s
game on,” he said.

North Korean media reportedly said Kim had
made the decision not to fire missiles at Guam af-
ter being briefed by his top commanders. (Cour-
tesy http://thehill.com/policy/defense/)

Related

U.S. Struggles To Break North Korea
Impasse

WASHINGTON -- While U.S. Secretary of State
Rex Tillerson has suggested an eventual dialogue
with North Korea and stressed that Washington
is neither an enemy nor a threat to Pyongyang,
the Trump administration is growing increasingly
frustrated with a lack of progress on containing
the North’s nuclear and missile threat.

“We do not seek a regime change; we do not seek
the collapse of the regime; we do not seek an ac-
celerated reunification of the [Korean Peninsula];
we do not seek an excuse to send our military
north of the 38th parallel,” Tillerson said at a rare
news conference here Tuesday, which marked six
months since he took the job.

“At some point .. we would like to sit and have a
dialogue with them,” he added, echoing a briefing
he gave internally to State Department officials in
May amid a series of North Korean missile tests.

U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson,
front, and President Donald Trump
attend a summit with China on April 7.
(Photo/AP)

But a sterner approach also might be gaining
traction within the American administration. Sen.
Lindsey Graham, a Republican, said on televi-
sion Tuesday that President Donald Trump told
him there will be a war with North Korea “if they

continue to try to hit America” with an intercon-
tinental ballistic missile.

CIA Director Mike Pompeo has hinted at poten-
tially removing North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un from power, while several high-ranking mil-
itary officials have commented on possible alter-
natives involving force.

Meanwhile, Tillerson said Tuesday that options
“are limited,” and the secretary seems to be stick-
ing to economic and diplomatic pressure toward
bringing North Korea to the negotiating table.
But three factors could stand in the way of his
plans.

Pyongyang has greatly advanced its missile
technology, making the threat more severe than
ever before. The country succeeded in firing two
ICBMs last month and is suspected now to have
Chicago within its striking range.

North Korean missile test

The North also knows that the Trump adminis-
tration does not really want an armed clash. The
USS Carl Vinson nuclear carrier and a nuclear
submarine had been stationed in waters near the
Korean Peninsula in May. But despite displaying
its overwhelming might, the U.S. stopped short
of actual military action. Pyongyang no longer
considers the American forces to be an immedi-
ate threat.

Finally, China remains reluctant to intervene, de-
spite repeated calls by Trump to use its economic
influence over North Korea. Beijing is more in-
terested in the stability of its neighboring regime,
and joint efforts between the U.S. and China to
contain the situation are falling apart.

Tillerson’s remarks on a potential dialogue show
that the U.S. is running out of options. But North
Korea at this point is unlikely to agree to talk,
since it can gain further leverage in any future
negotiations by continuing to advance its missile
technology. (Courtesy https://asia.nikkei.com/
Politics-Economy/International)

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un and
military advisors

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has reportedly
dropped plans to launch a missile at Guam- for
now. Kim was pictured for the first time in weeks
last night, examining plans for a strike on Ameri-
can military targets in Guam.

North Korea is backing off a threat to fire missiles
at the U.S. Pacific territory of Guam, according to
a new report.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un said he had
decided not to launch an attack but warned he
could change his mind.

“If the Yankees persist in their extremely dan-
gerous reckless actions on the Korean Peninsu-
la and in its vicinity, testing the restraint of the
DPRK [North Korea], the [North] will make an
important decision as it already declared,” Kim
said, according to the country’s state media and
as reported by The Wall Street Journal.

The statement could help reduce tensions in the
region.

| Kim Jong Un of North Korea made a
very wise and well reasoned decision,
The alternative would have been both

l catastrophic and unacceptable!
Donald 3. Trump

reallonald Trump

President Trump ratcheted up his rhetoric after
North Korea carried out ballistic missile tests,
warning the country that it would face “fire and
fury” if it continued to threaten the U.S. and its
allies.

North Korea responded by threatening an attack
on Guam, saying an attack plan could be in place
by mid-August.
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Chilli Paste (700g) Instant Noodle(30bag) Kimlan Soy Pate (20Fl.oz) | Vegetarian Seasoning (500g) | G7 Instant Coffee (600g)

iRt EREEBRHAETHNE. ~SRUUSHERE, BEtEE. ZEE0RISHESER, CUISERMMEST5RE. We reserve the right to change, alter or cancel the promotions at any time without notice.

We are not responsible for typographical or pictorial errors. Please refer to in-store signs. Product availability may vary by store




	0818FRI_B1_Print
	0818FRI_B2_Print
	0818FRI_B3_Print
	0818FRI_B4_Print
	0818FRI_B5_Print
	0818FRI_B6_Print
	0818FRI_B7_Print
	0818FRI_B8_Print
	0818FRI_B9_Print
	0818FRI_B10_Print
	0818FRI_B11_Print
	0818FRI_B12_Print

